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a Need noi cath the wwell-dif} poſed i 
Reader, there. being ſo much 
4 end urit continually on 
this A. gument, how natural 
0 and neceſſary it is ; for all ra- 
Hema Creatures to. look bach, upon all 
Occaſions, to the Author of | their Being; 
that they may make him ' their. hearty Ac=- 


| hnoolodgments for all the. Beneſits they 


dave received from bim, and ill re- 
commend themſelves, and "all their Con- 
cerns, to bis continued Grace and good 
Providence: Nor. | ſhall I go about to 
JShew, how much the public Service. of 
God, in hiscwn Houſe, is to be preferred 
yore the private Devotion of Families 
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at Home; there being no Reaſon, as far 


as J underſtand, to male the latter ne- 


ceſſary, but only becauſè in moſt Places 


Chriftian People cammot meet. together 


at the Church CUeLY Day, Morning and 
Evening, to give to Gop the Glory that 


75 due unto his Name. 
My Bufneſs is to deſire him to remem- 
ber, how natural it is likewiſe to all 


Mankind to take ſuch good Advice before- 


band, when they have any Petittens or 
Thanks to prefer unto earthly Gods, that 
they may be delivered in à decent and 
grave Form of Woras, as well as after 
a reverend Manner; and: to confider 


therefore with what ſober and prudent 


Care all thoſe Expreſſions ought to be 


weighed, wherein they preſent the Hum. 


ble Deſires and grateful Affections of 


their Hearts to the moſt high Gop; and 
Eteral Majefly of Heaven and Earth. 


It hath not proved, J am ſure, an Ho- 


nour to Religion, that Men have learned 
to be leſs ſolicitous about the one, than 
they are about the other : But ſuch have 
been the licentious Rambles f their 


Fancy in ſudden Prayer, ſo bold and 
rude have their Deſcriptions been of- 


Almighty 
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The PREFACE. 
Almighty Ged, fo raſh their Aſirma- 


tions concerning him, or concerning tbem- 


ſalves, and ſo many untrue or doubtful 


Things have they uttered, that it is 


ſuſfictent, in my poor Judgment, 70 blaſt 


the Credit of that Way of Addreſs to 
him, as it hath done, alas! with too 


many, the Credit of Chriſtian Piety, 


which hath ſuffered ſo extremely by ſuch 
Extravagance. 

I now there are great Numbers that 
will be ready to oppoſe me in this Par- 
ticular, with whom I liſt not to diſpute 
in this ſhort Preface, Let me only be- 
ſeech them. to uſe ſa. much Moderation, 
as not to diſcourage honeſt bearted Peo- 
ple from performing their Duty to Govp, 


by diſgracing any longer, as they have 


been wont to do, all Book-Prayers ; 
Which if they have not the Advantage 
(as I think they have) of ſudden Con- 
ceptions and Expreſſions, yet are ſo ne- 
ceſſary in the Church, that withous tbein 
many Perſons cannot pray at all; and T 
hope they will confeſs, upon due Delibe- 
ration, that though ſome few may have | 
attained an Habit of uttering their De- 
fires freely, and becoming, upon an) Occa- 
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Nn; yet, 4 the De of it before others 


"is foo apt to minifter to Pride, Vain- 

glu, and Self-conceit ; fo moſt People 

are ſo defefte ve both in their Concep- 

tions and Utterance, as not to be able 

Lo d. iſcharg e this lol Duty as they 

ought, 201 Bout fuch Aff apr as 1s here 
ered them. © © 


Ho well I * performed wher I 5 


Jave undertaken, I 3 leave to the 
Judgment of others. I am ſure T have 
proceeded with Delibertion, and fiudied 
faithfully to avoid all affected Expreſ- 


fions, fantaſtical Allufions, inſignificant 


Allegories, pretended Wit, and elegant 
Converſions of Sentences, and raſh Ap- 


plications of the holy Seri pture to my pre- 
ſent Purpoſe ; fre have been the Vices, 
perhaps, of ſome Forms, though not ſo 
Jrequently, as ell as of Mens haſly In- 
vent ions. 
have e a 5 to > gratify the 
Reader with ſome Variety ; not becauſe 
I think it is always bf 2 1 it, but 
becauſe ſome weak and fqueamiſh Appe- 
tites will not be ſatisfied without it. 
And be efides Prayers for Families, I 
Pave . con pole d a great many other for 
e cular 
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particular Perſons; wherein, if I baue 
failed in the Clearneſs and Perſpicuity 
of my Expreſſion, it was much againſt 
my Will; and being. admoniſhed of. it by 
my Friends, J vill reform it, or any 
ching elſe that is amiſs, 

But the Length, or the. Brevi ty of the ' 
Prayers ſure will not be accuſed, be- 
cauſe "there are of both Sorts ; that they 
who like not the One, may make uſe of 
the Other. 

Some, I doubt not, will complath that 
they find not a Prayer for ſome parti- 
cular Want of thetrs, not here named; 
but thar's a Defedt which could not be | 
remedied ; for I knew not where to | 
if I had extended my Thoughts 2900 | 
thoſe Neceſſities which are moſt com- 
non; and the reſt, I hope, may be rea- 
ſonably well ſupplied out of that, which 
1 have done to 2 the other. | 

I is poſſible alſo that ſome may fades 
this whole - Work to be but a needleſs 
Labour, fince ' they have the Book of 
Common Prayer at Hand, which tbey 
can uſe at Home as well as. in the 
Church. With theſe Perſons I ſhall not 
cvitena, but only deliver my Opinion ' 


A5 freely | 
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freely about this Matter; which is, that 


the Reverence due to that Book, will be 
beſt preſerved by employing it only in 
the public Divine Service, or. in the 


private, where there 1s a Prieſt to of 
ficiate, However, the Defign of it is 


not to furniſh the People with Prayers 


for all thoſe particular Occaſions, where- 


in devout Souls would make their Re- 


| queſts to God. And the conflant Opini- 


on of pious Divines in this and in other 
Churches, we ſee, by their Writings, 
hath been, that other Books of Prayers, 
which they have compoſed, are neceſſary 


for the Flock of Chriſt, befides their public 


Liturgy. 


That which remains, ts only to entreat : 


thoſe who will make uſe of this Book, 
which is bere tendred to them; Firſt, 
to fiir up their Hearts to offer their 
Praiſes, Thankſgivings and Prayers un- 
to Gor, our Heavenly Father, with fer- 
vent Devotion of Spirit: And then, not 
to imagine the reading them out of a Book 
is any Hindrance to Devotion; but ra- 
ther a con/iderable Help, and much bet- 
ter than truſting the Memory, even with 


a Fetm: For a Man's Mind hath no- 


thing 


The PREFACE. 
thing to do, when he hath the Words 
before his Eyes, but wholly to intend” 
ztſelf to the raiſing of its Affections un- 
to the greateſt Heighth and Ardency of 


Deſire, and Love, and Joy, that it is 


able. 

But take heed, I beſeech you, in the laſt 
Place, leſt the Performance of theſe holy 
Duties, with ſome Affection, deceive you 
in the Neglect of all the reſt. Our- 
Prayers will be fruitleſs, if they be not 


attended with our ſerious Study and 


earneſt Labour, to attain that which we 
beſeech God to beſtow upon us: And 
therefore, with a ſincere Hatred of all 
Sin, and a Spirit armed with a hearty. 
Reſolution againſt it, invoke the Divine 
Grace for your Aſſiſtance. i 
1f you be true Chriſtian Soldiers; that 
manfully fight under the Banner of our 
Lord, call to him for Aid, with your 
Weapon in your Hand: With a Mind 
bent to confider, deſire GoD to enlighten: 
you; and with an Heart ſflored with the 
Treaſures of Divine Truth, befeech him 


to quicken and enliven you; and with + 


choſe and urgent Applications of them io 


your Heart, entreat him to enable ou to: * 
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form and ſhape your whole Man, Spi- 


rit, Soul and Body, according to them: 
For Gop 7s not hard to be entreated 


fince be entreats us to come to him, 
gives a great deal of bis Grace 8 


aſking ; "but it is the Faintneſs or In- 
conflancy of our Endeavours to comply 
with his Grace, and with our own Pe- 
titions, that makes them no more pre- 
valent. 


Dey that had no other Director than 


the Light of their o Minds, ſaw this 


well enough, and were ſo fanfible of this 


Truth, that they were wont publicly 70 


claim fas we find in Ariſtides's Ora- 

tion to the Rhodians concerning Concord) 

againſt 'the abſurd Folly. of thoſe who 

were perpetually importuning 

Foe Og the Gods with their Pray- 
, ' 

ers, but would do nothing 

for themſelves; no, not thoſe things 

which they knew the Gods had put in 


their Power. 


And in the ſame Miner Demoſthenes, 
in one of bis Philippicks, ch:des the 
Greeks, - comparing them to Men, «who 
ſeeing great Hail-ſtonſes fall upon their 
Hande e chat tl iy might be pre- 

ſerve d 
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ſerved in Safety, but. would not run away 
to ſecure themſelves from Harm. 

And tberefore Clemens Alexandrinus 
juſtly commends the Wiſdom of thoſe 
who+ made the Laws of the 
famous Olympic Combats; 
by. which he that entred the Liſts, having 
for a long Time before exerciſed his Bo- 
dy to Feats of Activity, was ordered, 
before he began to contend for the Prize, 
to ſtand right over-againſt the Statue of 
Jupiter, and to ſay this Prayer, O Gop, 
if I am in all Regards duly fitted and 
prepared as I ought, for this Combat, 
vouchſafe in thy righteous Judgment to 
grant the Victory to me. Even ſo, faith 
he, may a Man chearfully approach 10 
Gop, who faithfully, and with a good 
Conſcience, doth all that he can both to 
learn his Will, and to exerciſe himſelf in 
good Works, that are pleaſing to him; 
tor he ſhall have all that can be wiſhed 
for the perfecting of his Salvation: Juſt 
as a Phyſician (as he goes on) reſtores 
Health to thoſe who co-operate with his 
Medicines, ſo will G o p give his eternal 
Salvation to them who work together with 
him, both unto Knowledge, and unto. 
Well-doing. = — its 


Lib. vii. Strom. 


JI moſt. humbly 
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A for thoſe who do not live well, it is 
plain, ſaith he, in another Place, that 
| they do not ſa much as know 


Lib. vi. Strom. 


what Things are moſt profi- 
table for themſelves; and if ſo, then it 
7s manifeſt likewiſe, that they cannot 


rell how to pray to G o D to receive good 


Things from him, being ignorant of what 
is good; or if they 
they would have no Senſe at all of the- 
Gift, nor uſe it according to its Worth 
and Dignity ; and that for the very ſame 
Reaſon, becauſe. they underſtand not its 


Value, 


_ Inſpire therefore, OG o D of all Grace 
beſeech thee, both my 


Heart and the Hearts of all others, who 


ſball read this Book, with ſuch a godly . 
Will, to endeavour zealouſly in all things 
to do what is well-pleaſing in thy Sight, 
that we may comfortably expect the con- 
ſtant and powerful Preſence of thy holy 
Spirit with us, to help us in the Per form- 


ance of our Duty, till we have per- 


fected Holineſs in thy Fear; and the Sin- 
cerity of that Love to thee, which we 
profeſs in our Prayers, being teflified by 


an unwearied Obſervance of all thy Com- 
| mands, 


ſhould receive them, 
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mands, we may be alſo to wait with 


an humble Confidence for thy Salvation, 


who haſt graciouſly promiſed to reward 


our weak and ſhort Obedience in this Life, . 


with inconceivable and endleſs Joys in a. 
better World. Amen. 
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LORD s-D AY, 
In the MogniNG. 


LMIGHTY and eternal 
God, the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, we thy Crea- 
turesare here proſtrate before 
, thee, to expreſs our humble 
and grateful Senfe of our Dependance 
on thee, to honour thee with our 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings; and with 
an hearty Oblation of ourſelves, our 


B Souls 


PPP n 


| 
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*, 


Souls and Bodies to thy Service, We 
are unworthy, we confeſs, to be admit- 
ted to ſpeak unto thy Majeſty; nor can 
our Thoughts or Words add any thing 
to thy Greatneſs, Happineſs and Glory : 
But ſince thou art pleaſed, in thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs, to do us the Honour, not 
only to admit, but to invite our Ad- 
dreſſes unto thee, that our Spirits may 
be bettered, by lifting up themſelves to 
thee, from whom we come, by medi- 


ating thy Praiſes, by exciting our Love, 


and paying our Acknowledgments to thee, 
we molt humbly and thankfully receive 
this thy great Grace and Favour towards 
us: Remembring withal, that it is but juſt 
and reaſonable we ſhould pay thee our 


Vows which we made the Jaſt Night, 


being ſo graciouſly raiſed up in the Sound- 
neſs of Body and Mind, to ſee the Light 
of this Day, which our Saviour hath 
made, that we may be glad, and rejoice 
therein. | 

We laud and magnify therefore thy 
molt holy Name, thy infinite Power, 
Wiſdom and Bounty, which all the 


World proclaims with the higheſt Praiſes, 
We bleſs thee in behalf of all thy Crea- 


tures, 


R 
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© 

2 tures, as well as of ourſelves (to whom 
thou haſt given Dominion _ 

| tori ee, me. 
for the Eyes of all look unto © 

2 , thee, and thou giveſt them their Meat in 
due Seaſon. Thou openeſt thy Hand, and 


* ſatisfieſt the Deſire of every living Thing. 
But above all, we acknowledge thy in- 
eſtimable Benefits beſtowed upon Man- 
kind in Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of thy 
Love, whom thou waſt pleaſed, in thy 
infinite Mercy, to ſend among us in 
our own Likeneſs; to aſſure us of thy 
1 Good-will towards us, and to inſtruct us 
in our Duty towards thee, and to give 
us Hope of no leſs than immortal 
Life, by patient Continuance in Well- 
doing. 
We remember with all Thank fulneſs 
his miraculous Birth, at which the An- 
gels rejoiced; his moſt holy Life; his 
bitter Agony, and bloody Death; his 
2 glorious Reſurrection, upon this Day, 
from the Grave; his Aſcenſion into the 
Heavens, to ſit on the Right Rand of 
the Majeſty on High; his Triumph 
2 over all the Powers of Darkneſs; and 
his Sovereign Dominion over all Angels, 
1 „ Au- 


Rom V. 13. 
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| Pet, li 4% Authorities and Powers, whom 


him, O God, how great was thy 


Love to the ſinful Sons of Men! which 
moved thee to paſs by ſuch innume- 
rable Offences, whereby they had pro- 


voked thy ſevereſt Diſpleaſure. How 
great was that Love! which hath ho- 
noured our mortal Nature with fo high 
a Glory; and committed the Care of 
our immortal Souls to one ſo mighty to 
ſave, and ſo full of Kindneſs, and moſt 
tender Charity towards us. O the 
Greatneſs of thy Love! which hath 
choſen us to be thy Sons and Heirs, to- 
gether with Jeſus Chriſt, and ſet ſuch 
an High-Prieſt over thy Houſe and Fa- 
mily, to make Interceſſion for us, to 
diſpence all Divine Bleflings to us, and 
ſend forth Angels themſelves to be i- 
N 1 a8, niſtring Spirits for them who 
Who can underſtand the exceeding Riches 
of thy Grace, in ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt to be a Witneſs of our Saviour's 


Reſurrection and Exaltation; and to 
make us abound in Hope, 


that we ſhall be one Day rai- 


2 ſed 


thou haſt made ſubject to 


ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
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ſed from the Dead, and carried to Hea- 
ven, and keep a perpetual Reſt, after 


our ſhort Labours here, with our Bleſ- 


ſed Lord and Maſter, in his Eternal 
Glory ? „„ 

O that we could begin it this Day in 
devout Meditations of theſe Things, in 
unſpeakable Joy and Satisfaction of 
Heart, in the aſſured Hope and Ex- 


pectation of them, and in bleſſing and 


pra iſing thee, who haſt given us ſuch 


good Hope, and everlaſting Conſolation. 


Lift up our Minds, we pray thee, this 


Morning, above all theſe little Things 
here below, which are apt to deſtract our 
Thoughts, and turn away our Eyes from 
that heavenly Bliſs; and keep them a- 
bove, in the ſerious Contemplation of it, 
till we be in Love with it, and our Hearts 
be fully bent and reſolved to ſeck it eve- 
ry Day in thoſe Ways wherein Jeſus 


4 | hath gone before us, though it ſhould 


be with the Loſs of all that we here poſ- 
ſeſs. It is but meet and fit that we 
ſhould wholly quit our own Will, and 
devote ourſelves to follow thine; eſpe- 
cially ſince thou haſt ſhewn ſuch unu- 
ſual Kindneſs towards us, as if we had 

B 3 -- en: 
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been innocent, we durſt not have pre- 
ſumed to expect from thee. 

We are aſham'd, O Lord, to think 
that ever we have diſobeyed thee, to 
whom we ſtand ſo deeply indebted, both 


as we are thy Creatures, and as we 
are redeemed by the precious Blood of 


thy Son Jeſus. It grieves us, that we 
A tranſgreſſed any of thy righteous | 
and good Laws, by which it is our 


Happineſs, as well as our Duty, to be 


govern'd. We abhor the Thoughts of 
ever breaking them any more; beſceth- | 


ing not only thy gracious Pardon, but 


thy Acceptance of our intire Reſolution 
to agree with thy Will in all Things, 
for the Time to come. We here again 


moſt ſolemnly dedica'e all the Powers of 1 


our Souls and Bodies to thy Service, 
deſiring unfeignedly, that al! che Thoughts 
and Deſigns of our Minds, all the Af- 


fections and Paſſions of our Hearts, and 


all the Actions of our Life and Converſa- 
tion may be pure, holy, and unreprove- 
able in thy Sight. | 
For which End we moſt humbly im- 
plore the Aſſiſtance of thy good Spirit, 
which our Lord hath encouraged us to 


hope | 
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hope thou wilt give to thoſe that aſk and 
ſeek it with their whole Heart. O let 


thy Mercy be upon us according to thy 


Word, according as our Hope is in thee, 
and our Hearts ſincerely and ſtedfaſtly fet 
to keep thy Commandments, Search us, 
O Get and know our Hearts; 

try us, and know our Thoughts : ra ae 
And fee if there be any way 

of Wickedneſs in us, and lead us in the 
Way Everlaſting, Fill our Minds with 
awful and reverent Thoughts of thee, as 
our Sovereign Lord and Judge, Settle in 


us an immutable Love to thee; and the 


higheſt Eſteem of thy Favour and Grace, 
as better than Life it ſelf: That ſo we 
may ſtudy, above all Things, to approve 
our very Hearts, and all our Actions to 
thee, and feel the Senſe of thy Acceptance 
of us, giving us greater Pleaſure than all 
the World can afford us. 

Make it our Delight to praiſe thee, to 


call to mind thy loving Kindneſs, to 


offer to thee the Sacrafice of Thankſ- 
giving, and to meditate on thy precious 


Promiſes, Help us to take heed to our- 
ſelves, leſt our Hearts be at any Time 


r over 


. Fin for Fam z lies. Sunday. L 
overcharged with ſurfeiting Þ 


aum "Nd Drunkenneſs, and the in- 


ordinate Cares of this Life : 
i. . To have our Converſation 

Heb. xiii. 5. P eee 
without Covetuouſneſs, and to 
be content with ſuch Things 
as we have : To poſſeſs our Bo- 
Thefl. iv. 4. dies in Sanctification and Ho- 
We nour : To love our Neighbours 

om. xiii. . 

Matt. vii. 12. 4 ourſelves; and as We 
would that others ſhould do to 


us, to do even ſo to them: To 


Rom. xii.18. ive peaceably, as much as in 


us lieth, with all Men: To put 
on the Ornament of a meek 
james v. 21. aud quiet Spirit: To take 
Zhoſe who have ſpoken in the 


1 Pet. ili. 4. 


Name of our Lord, for an Example of 
Suffering Aflidtion, and of Patience; and 


when we ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
| not to be aſhamed, but to glo- 
rify thee our God on this Behalf. 

And accept, good Lord, of all the 


Praiſes and Acknowledgments of all thy 


People met this Day together, accord- 


ing to thy Will; and attiſt fus to render 


thee ſtill more hearty and affectionate 


Praiſes, in that boly Aſſembly, to which 


WS 
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yield the peaceable Fruit of 
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we are going to join our ſelves. O that 
all People on the Face of the Earth were 
united together, likewiſe, in one Body, 
to ſhew forth thy Praiſe, O that thy 
Ways were known upon Earth, thy 
ſaving Health among all Nations. And 
that all Chriſtian Kings eſpecially, may 
be filled with thy holy Spirit; and 
think it their Crown, and their Glory, 
to be the 'devout Worſhippers and faith- 
ful Subjects of the Lord Jeſus, the King 
of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, O that 
thy Prieſts may be cloathed 


with Righteouſneſs and thy e 


| Saints ſhout aloud for Joy. That all who 


are in Diftreſs 'and Miſery may rejoice al- 
ſo, in hope that all Affliction ſhall turn to 
their Good, and afterwards 8 
eb. Xii. 11. 
Righteouſneſs. O Lord, hear us, and 
make thy Face to ſhine upon thy Servants; 
that we may enter into thy Gates with 
Thankſgtving, and into thy Courts with 
Praiſe : That we may be thankful unto 
thee, and bleſs thy Name: For pg 
the Lord is good; bis Mercy +. © * 
is everlaſiing ; and his Truth By 
endureth to all Generations, Amen, A- 
B 5 men, 


186 Prayers for Families. Sunday. 

men, for Jeſus Chriſt his fake; in whofe 

Word: we conclude our imperfect Prayers. 
Our Father, &c. 


_— —— r ——_— . 


At NIGHT. 
Lord moſt High, the Holy One, 


who inhabiteſt Eternity, who on- 
ly haſt Immortality, and art moſt bleſ- 
ſed in thy own incomprehenſible Per- 


fections; Thou art to be feared and lov- ö 
ed, to be worſhiped and praiſed, by us 


and all reaſonable Creatures, who have 
any Knowledge how great, how migh- 
ty, how wiſe and merciful thou art. 
All thy Works praiſe thee, O Lord, 
and we more eſpecially ought to bleſs 
thee, whom thou haſt made to under- 
ſtand thy moſt adorable Excellencies, 
which are far beyond the higheſt of all 
our Thoughts. And we have yet a more 
particular Obligation to thee, for thy 
marvellous Love in Chriſt Jeſus, whom 
thou haſt ſent in great Humility to vi- 
fit us, who are but Duſt and Aſhes; to 
make his Abode among us; to teſtify 
thy great Love to us; to. aſſure us of thy 

| 1000 
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good Will, notwithſtanding our many 
Offences, and to make us exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes, to invite 
us to approach thee, and to encourage 
our Obedience to thee, We thank thee, 
that he hath ſealed them with his Blood ; 
and that thou haſt confirmed them by 
his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and the 
Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, and haſt 
alſo given us ſo many happy Opportuni- 
ties to acquaint ourſelves with the Truth 
and Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which comforts us in the State of Mor- 
tality and Miſery, with the bleſſed Hope 
of eternal Life. ” . 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs for that great 
Conſolation; and that thou haſt ſhewn 
us the Way to it by his Doctrine and 
Example; and aſſureſt us of the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, to enable us 
to follow after him, to that Glory 
which he poſſeſſes. Bleſſed be thy 
Goodneſs, that we have felt it ſo often 
in our Minds and Hearts; inſpiring us 
with holy Thoughts, exciting in us de- 
vout Affections and godly Reſolutions; 
filling us with divine Joys, and with 
comtortable Expectations of the Glory 
va Ls that 
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that ſhall be revealed, We thank thee, 
that thou haſt permitted us this Day to 


attend upon thee, together with our 


Chriſtian Brethren, in the public Duties 
of thy Worſhip and Service : And that 
there we have received any good In- 
ſtructions, any holy Exhortation, and 
Chriſtian Encouragements, to proceed and 
go forward in the Courſe of Well-doing ; 
and have begun in any Meaſure that eter- 
nal Reſt, which we wait for with all the 
Faithful; when we ſhall praiſe, and 
thank, and love thee, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, better than we can do now, whilſt 
we are in theſe frail Bodies, and abſent 
from the Lord. „„ 
We can do no lefs than offer up again 


our Souls and Bodies to thee, to be or- 
der'd and gpvern'd by thy bleſſed Will, 
and not our own; that ſo we may be 
every Day more prepared for that hap- 


py State, and draw nearer and nearer 
in the Diſpoſition and Temper of our 


Spirits, to that immortal Bleſſedneſs. 


It is our Satis faction, our Security, che 


Eaſe and Joy of our Hearts, to be un- 
der the Conduct of thy unerring Wiſ- 
dom; to follow thy Counſels, and to 
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be determined in all Things by thy ho- 
ly Will; who art fo good, and haſt gi- 
ven us ſuch large Demonſtrations of 
thy abundant Kindneſs and good Will 
to us, as will not let us diſtruſt thy 
tender Care of us; Whatſoever it is 
thou would'ſt have us to do or ſuffer in 
this World. 

O God, purity our Minds and 
Thoughts more perfectly, that we may 


never conceive amiſs of thee, but have 
right Apprehenſions in all Things; and 


purify all our Paſſions and Affections 
likewiſe, that we may entirely love thee, 

and rejoice in being beloved of thee 3 
and humbly confide in thee, and abſo- 
lutely reſign ourſelves to thee, and be 
filled with conſtant Devotion towards thee 
our Almighty Creator, and moſt merciful 
Redeemer. Poſleſs our Hearts with ſuch 
a lively Senſe of our Relation to thee in 
both Reſpects, and of the Honour thou 
haſt done us in preferring us ſo much 
above the reſt of our Fellow- Creatures; 
that we may ever behave ourſelves ſuita- 


bly to the Dignity of our Nature, and of 


2 our Religion, 


O that 


Phil. iv. 5. 
fo all Men. Make us kindly affeftioned 
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O that we may never degenerate into 
a baſe and unworthy Love of any thing 
here below, nor be oppreſſed with the 
Burden of the Care of this Life ; nor 
fink under the Weight of any Afffiction, 


nor be vainly puffed up with the great- 


eſt Fulneſs of earthly Goods, if thou 
art pleaſed to beſtow them on us. But 
aſſiſt us with thy Grace, to abhor that 

© I which 1s Evil, and cleave to 
Rom. X-9* that which is Good. Diſpoſe 
us to a diſcreet and temperate Uſe of all 
the Pleaſures of this World, Endue us 


with true Modeſty and Humility of Spirit, 


that we may not think of our ſelves 
more highly than we ought to 


Roms Xit."- Think; but think ſoberly, ac- q 


«18, 


cording to the Meaſure which 


| thou haſt dealt unto us. Keep us from be- 
ing wiſe in our own Conceits, and enable 


us ſo to order our ſelves, that 
our Moderation may be known 


one to another in Brotherly Love: To de- 
„light in doing Good; 7o ſhew 

Tit. iii. 2. | is 
all Meekneſs to all Men: To 


Rom. X1u. 


78 render to all their Dues; Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute is due; Cuſtom to 
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\ = whom Cuſtom ; Fear to whom Fear; Ho- 
nour to whom Honour ; and to owe ns 
Man any thing, but to love one another. 
Make us fo happy, that we may be able 
to love our Enemies, to bleſs 3 

3 thoſe that curſe us, to do good Rom. . 
to them that bate us; to re- 


. $ joice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
* 2 with them that weep, Compoſe our Spi- 
i rits to a quiet and ſteady Dependance on 


ö 
thy good Providence, that we may not 
tale too much Thought for I , 
9 . | att. vi 25. 
3 3 our Lie, nor be careful for pzpil. iv. 6. 
, any thing; but by Prayer 
and Supplication, with Thankſgiving, ſtill 
mage known our Requeſts to thee, our God. 
And help us to pray always, and not faint : 
In every thing to give Thanks, = = 
and offer up the Sacrifice of e 4 

PFPraiſe continually : To paſs Heb. ii. 15, 
3 the Time of our ſojourning 1 Pet. i. 17. 
here in Fear: To believe 

thoſe Things which we do not + 
fee, and to rejoice in Hope 

of thy Glory : To poſſeſs our Lake xxi. 19, 
Souls in Patience: And to Phil.iv. 1,12, 
3 learn in wha tſoever 8 Fate We | 
are therewith to be content: Make us 
[ known 
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know both how to be abaſed, and how to | 
abound every where, and in all Things | 
inſtruct us, both to be full and to be hun- 4 
gry, both to abound and to ſuffer Need: | + 
being enabled to do all things thro' Chriſt, | 
achich ſtrengthneth us. That we feeling | 
the Joys of Uprightneſs and Integrity of | 
Heart, our Religion may be the greateſt 
Comfort and Pleaſure to us, and we our- AF 
ſelves an Ornament to our Religion, Y 
O that we could always, by an inno-; 
cent, good and uſeful Life, commend the 
Doctrine of God, our Saviour, to thoſe X 
who converſe with us: And that the Light *' | 
of all Chriſtians did fo ſhine before Men, 
Ul! that others beholding their good Works, x 
ji might be moved to glorify thee, and 
heartily to believe on the Lord Jeſus, 
| Send forth thy Light and thy Truth into 
ll all the dark Corners of the Earth : 
That all Kings may fall down 
3 1» before him, and all Nations 
ES OE ſerve him, And endue them 
whom thou haſt placed in ſuch high Au- 
| thority over others, with that Divine 
ff Spirit which was in him, that they may | 
deliver the Needy when be crieth; the | 
1 Paor alſo, and him that hath no Help- 
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1 er. That they may ſpare the Poor and 
- Needy, and fave and redeem their Souls 
Jom Deceit and Violence; and their Blood 
may be precious in their Sight, | 
Bleſs theſe Kingdoms, wherein we 
live; and as thou haſt long continued to 
© us the Knowledge of thy Truth, ſo 
t give us Grace to bring forth Fruit be- 
coming the Goſpel; that thou mayeſt 
not cut us down as barren Trees, which 
cumber the Ground. Lord, fave the 
7 King, and eitabliſh his Throne in 
> & Righteouſneſs, that we may ſee many 
t q happy Days under his Government, and 
3 be comforted now after the Pl 
8 that thou baſt plagued © © 
us; and for the Yar! wherein we have 
e Adverity. Proſper the pious 
Endeavours of all thoſe that faichfully 
feed and inſtruct thy People, and encreaſe 
the Number of them. O that the Seed 
which hath been ſown this Day, may 
take deep Root in all our Hearts, and 
bring forth Fruit abundantly ; that being 
not forgetful Hearers, but 
Doers of the Work, we may yon EI» 
4 be all bleſſed in our Deeds, | 
Help us in all the Week following, 70. ſet 
a Watch 
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Plal. eli. @ Matceb before our Mouth, 
TRT keep the Dror of our 
Lips. Preſerve us, that our Heart in- 


cline not to any evil T; bing, to frathſe 
wicked Works with Men that work T[1t- 


quity ; but we may be always Followers | 
of that which is Good; and 


1 Pet. iii. 13. 


1 Theſ. iv. 1. 4 we have received, how © 


We 0ug ht to walk and pleaſe Þ 
thee our God, ſo we may abound more and © 


More, 


our Friends every where, this Night. 


Grant us quiet and undiſturbed Reſt and 1 
Sleep; and awaken in the Morning theſe | 
good Thoughts and Defires again in our 
Hearts, that the Words of | 


ohn xv. 7. 
J /* our Saviour may abide in us, 


and we in him, till we come to endleſs 4 


Life together with him; by whom we 


are encouraged thus to addreſs ourſelves | 
unto thee, and to continue to pray, as | 


he hath taught us in his holy Goſpel, 
laying, | 


Our Father, &c. 


A ſhorter 


Protect us, we beſeech thee, and all 


hl — v5 


- fer 


Heaven of Heavens, is thine 
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A ſhorter Fo RM of PRAYER for the 


Lord's-Day Morning. 


FN Moſt holy and eternally Bleſled, 
The Heaven and the, 


Deut. x. 14. 
the Earth alſo, with all that therein is; 


Thou art every where, and canſt not 
be excluded from any Place; but art 


preſent to the greateſt Secrets of our 


1 Souls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and moſt re- 


tired Thoughts of our Hearts. Thou 
knoweſt very well with what Deſigns and 


2 Aﬀections we now bow ourſelves before 
2 thee, and canſt not be deceived by any 


Words that we are able to ſpeak in thy 
Praiſe, whilſt our Hearts are far from thy 


Fear and Love. 


Behold, O Lord, our Hearts are full 


| with Deſires to be poſſeſſed with a 


mighty reverent Senſe of thee, and of all 
the Benefits thou haſt beſtowed on us; 
and to be lifted up to Heaven in Love 
to thee, and joy in thee, whilſt we bleſs 
and praiſe thee, and ſpeak good of thy 
Name, We here remember with all 
Humility and Thankfulneſs, that thou 

art 
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art our Creator, and acknowledge thy 
Care and Providence over thy antient 
People, in bleſſing and ſanctifying a 
Day, wherein thou thy ſelf reſtedſt from 
thy Works, that they might ceaſe from 
all other Employments, and admire thy 
wonderful Works; extol thy Power, 
bleſs thy Goodneſs, and be aſtoniſhed 
at thy Wiſdom, in making, preſerving, 
adorning and governing this excellent 
| Frame of the Wor id. The Heavens de- 
clare thy Glory, O God, and the Firma- 
ment ſheweth thy Handy-work. The Sun, 
the Moon, and all the Hoſt of Heaven pro- 
claim the Greatneſs and Splendor of thy 
Majeſty. The whole Earth is full of thy 
rich Goodneſs : ſo is the great 
and wide Sea, wherein are 
Things moving innumerable, both ſmall 
and great living Creatures. There is no- 
thing but what ſpeaks of thee; and above 
all, the Children of Men, whom thun 
haſt wonderfully made, and curiouſly 2. 
wrought, and impreſſed with thine Ww n 
Image ; that they might underſtand 


_ thee, and love thee, in all, and above all 
'® hings. 8 
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The Variety, the Order, the Sted- 
faſtneſs of all thy Works in this great 
World, abundantly utter thy adorable 
Perfections. But thou, O Lord, by thy 
Goodneſs, in giving thy Son for us, and 
then raiſing him up from the Dead, and 
ſetting him at thy Right Hand, haſt 
given us new Matter of Wonder and 
Praiſe ; and conſecrated a better Reſt 


and Holiday of Rejoicing, wherein we 


ſhould behold the Glories of another 
World, and have before our Eyes the 
Happineſs thou intendeſt for us there, 
together with all the excellent Means 
which lead unto it. Thou giveſt us 


2 Occaſion not only to reflect upon all the 
good Things thou haſt provided for our 
Bodies; (Which we can never acknow- 
ledge enough ; the very Health and 
2 Eaſe of one Day deſerving the Thank- 


fulneſs of many) but we muſt alſo re- 
member, that we are thy redeemed 
ones, and that thou haſt done great 
F Things for our Souls in thy Son Jeſus 
Z who is entred into the Heavens for us 
and gone to prepare a reſting Place for 
Zall thoſe that follow him. This exceed- 

Jos Riches vo thy Grace infinitely ſur- 
ja pailcs 
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paſſes all our Acknowledgments; ſince. 
all the Praiſes we are able to render thee, 
are leſs than is due bor thy temporal 8 
Bleſſings. 

To this Love we owe the Knowledge 
of thee, the true and only God; our 
Freedom from Idolatry, and a vain 
Converſation; the true Principles of 
holy Living; the Benefit of Repent- 
ance ; the Promiſe of a Pardon; the 
Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit ; the Mi- 
niſtry of thy A; "he Hope of Im- 
mortal Life; and the Pledges our Lord 
hath left us of his endleſs Love. To 
this we owe thy Forbearance in the 
Days of our Ignorance ; thy unwearied 
Patience towards us in a continual Re- 
bellion; and thy earneſt Entreaties of 
us, when we were paſſionately bent 
upon our own Deſtruction. Thou haſt 
ſent us, in much Love, many holy In- 
ſtructors and Guides to Bleſſedneſs. We 
have had the Benefit of ſundry pious 
Sermons, good Examples, wholeſome 
Admonitions, and ſerious Counſels of 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and di- 
vers Reſtraints of Fear, and Shame, 


and Love; and thou ſtill parent as 
with 
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with thy merciful Kindneſs, and beſeech- 
eſt us to attend to thy gracious Invita- 
tions, and receive thy Bleflings, and make 
thee our Choice, and be eternally hap- 
y in thy Divine Favour and Likeneſs. 
What ſhall we render to the Lord for all 
his Benefits towards us? 
O help us to manifeſt our real and 
unfeigned Deſires, to make ſome wor- 
thy Returns to thee, by our careful 
Improvement of the holy Opportunity 
which thou this Day putteſt into our 
Hands. O that our Minds may be 
more enlightned, to underſtand the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus; that our Wills 
may be more ſtedfaſtly reſolved to 
cleave unto it; that our Affections may 
be excited to a ſtronger and more ar- 
dent Love to thee, and to a greater De- 
light in thee ; and all the Powers of our 
Souls diſpoſed to ſerve thee at all other 
Times, more chearfully and readily, in all 
the Duties of Piety, Soberneſs, Righte- 
Fouſneſs, and Mercy. So that every Day 
ay become an holy Reit to the Lord, 
y cealing to do Evil, and conſtantly 
Hoing Well; and we may glorify thee 
Bbcoughout our whole Lite; in all our 
. Actions, 


JJ ef >” 
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Actions, ſhewing forth thy 
Praiſes, 50 haſt called us out 
of Darkneſs into thy marvellous Light, 
And enlighten, good Lord, the whole 
World with the Beams of thy glorious 
Goſpel ; and diſpoſe the Hearts of all 
Chriſtian People, among whom the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs hath ſhone ſo long, to 
walk as Children of Light; that fo 
they may offer up unto thee, this Day, | 
moſt acceptable Sacrifices, for themſelves, of 
and for all Mankind; and be fitted and 
prepared by ſerving thee in Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Holineſs here, to ſhine for 
ever, in his heavenly Kingdom, with 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour; by whom thou 
haſt given us a good Hope in thee, that 
thou wilt hear our Prayers, and do for 
us above all that we can aſk or think; 
which we humbly beg, in thoſe holy 
Words which he hath taught us, ſaying, 


1Pet. 11 9. 


Our Father, &c. 


Anotber 
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Another at Night. 


Moſt Bleſſed for evermore, the 

Father of Mercies, and the God 
ef all Comfort; How precious are thy 
Thoughts foward us? How great is the 
Sum "of them? Thou reneweſt thy Fa- 
vours continually, and art ſtill pouring 
upon us innumerable Benefits, of which 
this is not the leaſt, that thou giveſt us 
leave to come into thy preſence, to call 
thee Father, and to make known our 
Requeſts to thee, by Prayer and Suppli- 
cation with Thankſgiving. We accept, 
O Lord, with all Thankfulneſs, this thy 
great Grace and loving Kindneſs to us; 
and are here again proſtrate before thee, 
this Evening, to acknowledge thy Good- 
neſs in making us ſuch excellent Crea- 


S tures, capable to know thee, and ac- 


knowledge thee, and love thee, and by 
being made like thee, to be eternally happy 
with thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, that we are 
= now alive; and "hat we have lived fo 
long in Health and Sirength, and Peace, 
and Plenty of all good Things; where- 
| C as 
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as our Eyes might have been conſumed 
with Grief; our Bones ſore vexed; and 
we might have mingled our Drink with 
continual Weeping, We are bound un- 
to thee for the free Uſe of our Under- 
ſtandings; for the good Inclinations we 
find in our Will; for any devout Af- 
fections which are ſtirring in our Hearts; 
for all the Advantages we have had by 
our Education, good Company, and 
holy Examples ; and more eſpecially for 
the Illuminations of the holy Ghoſt by 
thy bleſſed Goſpel; the Breathings of it 
frequently into our Spirits; the Impor- 
tunities thou haſt uſed to draw us to 
' thee; and the great and precious Pro- 
miſes whereby thy Love in Chriſt Jeſus 
conſtrains us to re ſign ourſelves intirely to 
the Obedicnce of thy Precepts. 
Mie ought likewitc to admire and praiſe 
thee, for thy Goodneſs to all thy Crea- 
tures, who live daily upon thy bounteous 
Allowance, The Hes of all waif on 
thee, and thou giveſt them their 
Pfal. cxlv. . : 

Jod in que Seaſon. Thou 
diffuſeſt thy Blefiings in ſeveral Streams 
to cvery one of them, according to their 
needs, That thu give them, they 
| gather 5 
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gather; thou openeſt thy 1 
Hand, they are filled with e 
Good. We give thee the Glory of thy 
plentiful Proviſion thou haſt made for 
them; and more particularly admire thy 


great Liberality to the Children of Men; 


'2 under whoſe Feet thou haſt put in Sub- 


jection, all Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the 
Beaſts of the Field, the Foul of the Air, 
and the Fiſh of the Sea, and whatſoever 


9 paſſeth through the paths of the Waters. 
O Lord, we praiſe thee for thy Goodneſs 


to thoſe who praiſe thee not themſelves, 


7 Be thou adored and acknowledged in thy 


4 Bounty, which beſtows ſo many Bleſ- 


4 ſings unaſked and unſought; and con- 
3 tinues them, notwithſtanding abundance 


of Provocations, and moſt high Offences 
that they have given to thy merciful 
*® Kindneſs, 


And let thy Goodneſs to thy Church 


be never forgotten by us, which thou 
halt in all Ages protected and defended ; 
in a maryellous manner propagating; 


the Goſpel of our Saviour, confounding 
its Oppoſers, and ſpreading it by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt over the Face 
of the Earth, We thank thee for thy 
I C2 ſingular 


— — 
— — —— — — 0 
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ſingular Favour to theſe Countries 


wherein we live. To whom theſe glad 
Tidings of Salvation have reached, and 


who have long enjoyed a more glorious 


Light than many other Places; and be- 


ing delivered from the Darkneſs of Po- 
piſh Superſtition, and from ſundry At- 
tempts that have been made to bereave 
us of this Happineſs; and are again ſet- 
tled, after many Confuſions, in a peace- 


able Enjoyment of thy true Religion ; 


which thou haſt alſo continued to us, 


though we have not brought forth 


Fruit worthy of the Goſpel of thy 
Grace. 

O that all thy undeſerved Goodneſs 
may have this effect upon us; to make 
us heartily love thee, and devoutly wor- 


ſhip thee, and zealouſly obey thee, and 


ſtedfaſtly truſt and hope in thee for ever. 


That by a careful Improvement of the 


Life and Godlineſs, we may ſtill enjoy 


this ineſtimable Treaſure, and all thy Love £ 
to us at laſt may be finiſhed in thoſe eter- 


nal Joys which he hath promiſed to the ' 


© achful, | 


| Knowledge of thee our God, and our 1 
Tord Feſus C riſt, by whom thou haſt 


given us all 'Things that pertain unto © 
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Faithful, And as we have been taught, 
exhorted and encouraged this Day out of 
thy holy Word; and have likewiſe pub- 
licly acknowled 2ed our Obligations to 
thee, and made profc ſſion of Love, and 
4 Gratitude, and Du ifulneſs to thy Divine 
3 Majeſty; fo help us all the Week fol- 
3 lowing openly to teſtify the Truth and 
Honeſty of our Hearts, in all this, by a 
3 blameleſs Converſation ; in all Humility, 
3 Meeckneſs, Temperance, Righteouſneſs, 
Charity, and Peace, with all them 
that call on the Lord out of a pure 
Heart. 
hleſs our Sovereign, the Defender of 
the Faith we profeſs, and all employed 
under him, in their ſeveral Offices; that 
- they may be Inſtruments of continuing 
4 2} to us theſe holy Opportunities; with all 
r. other good Things that may make theſe 
be Kingdoms happy. O that all our Friends 
ir may be thine ; and if we have any Ene- 
1 mies, Father, forgive them. Comfort 
1% and ſupport the Sick, the Needy, and 
oy all other diſtreſſed Perſons, with an im- 
moveable Belief of thy wiſe and good 
1 Providence; to which give them Grace 
patiently and obedicntly to reſign them- 
1 C 3 ſelves. 


— — — 


—— — — 


us, 
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ſelves. And when all our Senſes this 


Night ſhall be bound up with Sleep, be 


then, O Loid, our Keeper; and afier 
the Refreſhment of that Repoſe, and this 


holy Reſt from our Labours, raiie us 


in the Morning to return unto them 
with chearful Minds and ready Walls ; 
praiſing {till and me gnilying thy mulci- 
plied Mercies to us in Chriſt Jeſus, by 


whom we preſent ourſclves and Petitions 


to thee, ſaying farther, as he hach taught 


Our Father, &c, 


ed at ** — n 6— . Aut. 
— * — — Ad 


2 — 6— OY 


* "ov 


Another for the He or any other 
Time of that Day, 


Moſt Holy, Glorious, and Bleſ- 


ſed, thy 3 18 excellent. 3 in all 


the Earth, and thou art for ever praiſed 3 
by all the Hoſt of Heaven, who are ne- 


ver weary of thy Service. We thy 


many Times profeſſed it is our Happi- 


neſs to join with thoſe Heavenly In- 
habitants, in admiring, worſhippipg, 
bleſling, and loving thee, the great 
Lord 


1 


Creatures, finful Duſt and Aſhes, have 
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Lord of all, with pure Hearts, in Uni- 


ty of Spirit, {incere Friendſhip, and 


Brotherly Accord one with another. We 
have ofte!: ipoken great Things of thee, 


and declared thy Service to be the 


{ſweeteſt Pl-afnre ; and one Hour ſpent in 
holy M-ditations, devout Affections, 
and .chearful Thankſgivings, to be far 
beiter than all the Time we ſpend in 
other E:npioyments, 
How nuch then, if we mean ſincere- 
ly, and according to our Words, ſhould 
our Hearts rejoice, that we may ſpend a 
Day in thy Couris, and are invited to 
a Boge Attendance on thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, in the Duties ot hy Worſhip and 
Service? We are aſhamed that any 
Wearineſs ſhould ſeize on our Spirits; 
and that it ſhould be irkſome to us, to 
renew our Thoughts and Acknowledz- 
ments of thy infinite Goodneſs. Bet: old, 
O Lord, we are reioived again to addreſs 
ourſelves unto the with Praiſe and 
Thanſviving, for granting us ſuch hap- 
py. Oppor onitics: to look back to thce, 
the Author of our Being; to lift up our 
Souls towards our Heavenly Country, 
and unite them to the firſt and chiefeſt 
Good; 


| 
( 
| 
| 
f 


— —— — — — 


all, in the higheſt Bleſſedneſs. 
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Good; from whence we derive whaſo- 
ever we have, or hope to enjoy : Be- 
ſeeching thee to help us to draw near un- 
to thee, with Hearts full of Wonder at 
thy incomprehenfible Majefty ; full of 
Love to thy mott wife and Almighty 
Goodneſs; full of Thankfulneſs for thy 
Benefits; full of Deſires to be what thou 
wouldſt have us; and full of Joy, that 
thou wouldſt have us to be fo happy, in 
being made thy Children, Partakers of a 
Divine Nature, and Heirs of Immortal 
Life,” - 8 
We admire thy Glory, O great Lord 


of Heaven and Earth, which ſhines in 


the whole Creation; thy greater Glory 
in the Work of our Redemption, by the 
miraculous Birth, Life, Death, and Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt Jeſus; and the great- 
eſt of all which we hope and wait for at 
his appearing, when he Hall come to be 
admired in his Saints, and glorified in 
all them that believe. Thou haſt done 
great Things for us already ; thou haſt 
promiſed to do greater; and thou art 
daily performing thy Promiſes, and pre- 
paring us for the Accompliſhment of them 


ON „ 
2 
4 
"I 
- 
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O God of all Grace, make us wiſer 
Stewards than we have been, of thy ma- 
nifold Gifts and Graces, which we are 
intruſted withal. Help us carefully to 
huſband this ſacred Opportunity which 
thou continueſt to us, to the beſt Advan- 
tage of our immortal Souls. Gather in 
our Thoughts from our ordinary Buſi- 


1 neſs; fix them on thy ſelf; and hold 


them in the Contemplation of thy infi- 


nite Mercies; and of thoſe Divine Truths: 


which repreſent our Duty, and thy ex- 
ceeding Love and Kindneſs towards us. 
Chaſe away all worldly Affections, and 
over-awe our Spirits with a Senſe of thy 
Divine Preſence; that by ſerving thee 
with a religious Reverencè this Day, we 
may be diſpoſed to walk in thy Fear all 
the reſt of our Lives, having a grateful 


Remembrance of thy Benefits; a deep 
and ſerious Reflection upon our ami Re- 


ſolutions, and thy gracious Promiſes; an 


3 holy Jealouſy over onrfelves, leſt We 
* ſhould be unkiithful to them; and a Pi- 
W ous Care in all Things, to approve Or- 


- ſelves the conſtait and diligent SEL Vanis 


1 of the Lord Jeſus, 


Cc 5 O unt 


' ſerve thee in all the Actions of Chriſtian 
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O that our Thankfulneſs, and good 
Affections, and zealous Defires, may not 
end with our Praye:s, nor conclude with 
this Day; but we may be poſlcſled with 
ſuch a ſtrong and habitual Senſe of thee, 
and of our Ot ligations to thee, that we 


may every Day earneſtly and heartily 


Piety, and be unwearied in well-doing 
unto the Concluſion of our Lives. Grant 
this, O heavenly Father, with all other 
Things which thou judgeſt neceſſary for 
us, or for thy whole Church ; whoſe 
Services this Day, we humbly beſeecch 


thee, may be acceptable to thee, 7 


the Merits and Interceſſion of C hriſt Je- 
ſus, our moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour: 


To whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be rendred, as is moſt due, all Honour, 


Thankfgiving and Praiſe, with the moſt 


affectionate and faithful Obedience, both 


now and for evermore. Amen, 


Auncther, 


ther. : 
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Another. 


Moft holy, great and glorious Ma- 

jeſty of Heaven arid Earth ; to: 
whom all the bleſſed Company above, do 
with the higheſt Admiration and Love, 
give continual Praiſe, and Thanks, aud 
Honour, and Worthip, and Obedience; 
acknowledoing thou art above all that 
they are able to ſpeak of thee, or aſcribe 
and render thee, Much more art thou 
exalted above the Thoughts of ſuch poor 
8 as we, who are cloathed with 
Fleſh, and live far remote from. the 


Throne of thy Glory; and yet, ſich is 


thy Goodnets, thou corndeferideth to ad- 
mit, nay, to draw us to a Fellowſhip 


2 with thoſe holy Spirits, that we may 


thereby be made happy, and called thy 


[1 Servants, though when we have done the 


beit we can, very unprofitable. 


| What is Men, that thou art mindful 
of him? What are the Sons of Mon, 


that thou doit at all confider them? 
Thou haſt crowned us wih Glory and 
Honour here below, and raiſed us to a 
Dominion over the Works of thy H. nds. 
I Thou 
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Thou haſt endued us with Underſtand- 
ings to know thee, and with Wills to love 


thee; whole moſt excellent Wiſdom, 
Almighty Power, and ſurpaſſing Good- 
neſs, we diſcover in all thy Works of 


Wonder. | 

But what is ſinful Man, that thou 
ſhouldeſt ſo much regard him, as to ſend 
after him, to ſeek and fave him, when 


he was loſt! Lord, what Grace was this, 
that thou ſhouldeſt vouchfafe to ſpeak 


with us, and communicate any Thing of 


thy Mind to ſuch forgetful and ungrate- 
ſul Wretches ! 


But that thou ſhouldeſt fpeak to us 
by thy Son, and declare thy Mind in 
ſuch Words of Grace and Favour, and | 
publiſhed ſuch kind Intentions towards 
us; and recover us with ſo much Coſt; 
and purchaſe us to thy ſelf, with the 
precious Blood of thy Son Jeſus; and 


ſend thy Holy Spirit to purify us; that 
we might have thy Image renewed in 
us, and be made fit Society for thy ſelf 


again, and reſtored to immortal Lite : 


Lord! How much doth it exceed all _ 
Belief, hadſt thou not given us, in ten- 


1 and 
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der Mercy, ſuch abundant Aſſurance of 
* TY: 


We have thoſe Reaſons to bleſs thee, 
which the Angels have not. We muſt 


| admire thee, not only as the great Crea- 


= 
* 
2 
1 
— 
＋ * 


tor and Preſerver of all Things, which 
we heartily do, and give thee the Glo- 
ry of all thy marvellous Works; but al- 
ſo as the Redeemer of Mankind, out of 
a forlorn Condition, by the Manifeſta- 
tion of thyſelf in our Fleſh; by the 
Blood of thy Son; the conſtant Breath- 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt ; the Light of 
thy Goſpel, and an unwearied Patience, 
which hath waited on us, and pro- 
pounded to us no leſs Happineſs, than 
to fit together in heavenly Places in 
Chriſt Jeſus; who is advanced far above 


3 all Principalities and Powers, and every 
Name that is named, not only in this 


ad 4 World, but in that alſo which is to 


7 
3 1 
J 


come. 
We praiſe thee, O God; we magni- 


elk | fy thy moſt holy Name; we confeſs 


e 


ourſelves bound to thee above all other 


all Creatures that we have any Knowledge 
en- of; for we are twice thy Creatures, 


der and thou haſt a double Tide to all we 


have 


38 Prayers for Families. Sunday. 
have. O ſtir up all that is within us to 
bleſs thee, and love thee, and offer up 
the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving to thee. 
Fill our Hearts with Joy and Gladneſs, 
that we have another Opportunity, 72 
wherein to recount thy Mercies to us; | 
to be farther inſtructed in thy Mind 
and Will declared by our Saviour; and | 
to be under the comfortable Influences of 
Heaven, to cheriſh thoſe holy Thoughts, 
Affections, and Reſolutions, which are 
begun in us, and to promote our Growth 
and- Encreafe in all Wiſdom, Goodneſs IJ 
and Virtue, 1 
Poſſeſs us with ſuch a ſtrong Senſe of 
thy continued Love towards us, that ; 
we may teſtify our true and hearty „ 
U 


Thankfulneſs for it, by attentive Con- 
fideration of all that we hear out of thy 
Holy Word; and by laying it up in 
our Hearts, ad eſteeming in more then 
the gr ente Treaſures of this World; and 
endeavouring every Day to have our 
Converſation as becometh the Goſpel 
of Chriſt; that ſo our Praiſes being not 
meerly Words, but real Deeds, and all 
the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, we may 
be bleſſed in our Deed, and at laſt hear 
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our Lord ſpeak ing to us in * gracious: 
Words, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Ken prepared for you, 
from the beginning of the World. And 
let thy mercitul Ears, O Lord, be open to 
the Prayers and than kful Acknowled gments 
of thy whole Church; which we beſeech 
thee 1% defend and cleanſe; and becauſe 
it cannot continue in 2 5 oi thout thee, 
preſerve it evermore by thy Help and 

* Goodneſs : The whole Body of it is go- 
3 verned and ſanctified by thy Spirit, whole 
3 Heavenly Grace we implore for all 
3 Eſtates of Men in thy holy Church; that 

every Member of the ſame, in Bis Voca- 
tion and Miniſtry, may truly and godlily 
* ſerve thee, through our Lord and Saviour 
* Teſus Chriſt, who was content to die for 
zus, and is raiſed from the Dead; and 
. now lives for evermore to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us: To whom with thee, O 
Father of Mercies, and thy Holy Spirit, 
be eternal Praiſes, Amen, 


A Prayer 
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A pre for the Morning, when there 


15 4 Communion. 


\ Moſt holy, holy, holy Lord God 


cies, the God of Peace and Comfort, 


by whoſe Power we, and all Things 


elſe, were created, and by whoſe good 
Providence we are all preferved and 
maintained: Be thou eternally bleſſed 
and praiſed, worſhipped and ſerved, 


with the moſt ardent Love, who haſt 
made Mankind ſo like to thy ſelf, and 


ordered ſo many of thy Creatures to 
ſerve us; and choſen rather to make us 
1 and create us again in 

Phe wd Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 
than let us be undone by our ſhameful 
Diſobedience to thee : For thou haſt ſent 
- .. . thy only begotten Sen into the 
e 10. World, (adored be thy incon- 
ceivable Love] ) that whoſoever believ- 
eth in him might not periſo, but have 
everlaſiing Life. And he hath laid down 


his Life for that End, and redeemed us 
by his Blood from me Hands of our 


Enemies; and triumphed over them all 


maſk 


Almighty, the Father of Mer- 
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moſt gloriouſly ; and in Token thereof, 
aſcended into Heaven, and polſeſſed 
the Crown of immortal Life, and ſat 
down at thy Right Hand, and obtained 
Dominion over Angels and Men, and all 
Creatures, 

We have felt the bleſſed Fruits of 
bis Death and Reſurrection, and Royal 
Power, whereby he is able to 
fave to the uttermojft all them 
that come to thee by him, Thy holy Spi- 
Urit hath breathed often into our Hearts ; 
ve have been inſtructed in the Goſpel 
of thy Grace; and thy Servants, the 

J Miniſters of thy Word, have not ceaſed 

to call upon us, yea, to importune us 
to follow after our Saviour, to that hea- 
venly Bliſs in which he lives. And now 
again thou vouchſafeſt to us an happy 
Opportunity to improve our ſelves in 
2 Chriſtian Wiſdom, Devotion, and Holt- 
nels; and we have received thy kind 
2 Invitations to the neareſt Approaches to 
thy divine Majeſty. 

O fill-us, we pray thee, with a live- 
ly and ſtrong Senſe of thy bounteous 
2% Goodneſs, which hath been ſo many 

Ways expreſſed towards us, Pill us 
9 | with 


Heb. vii. 25, 


| 
3 
. 
1 
* 
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with pious Diſpoſitions, to receive more 
of it according to thy precious P1oiniſes 
in Chriſt je ſus. Stir up in us ſuch thinks 
ful Acknowledgments to thee; ch 
hearty Reſolutions to obey thee ; ch 
earneſt Deſires and Longings to par ge 
more and more of thy Divine Nate; 
ſuch Love, Delight, and Joy in Mel 
doing, that our Souls may be lifted p 
above, to that glorious Fiace where ur 
dear Saviour is; and we may comfort 
expect, and be truly prepared for a (- 
ſed Tranſlation thither, at the great Day. 
of his appearing. Os 

Our great Unfruitfulneſs, we c ſeſs, 
in the Knowledge of Chriſt, muy jult- 
ly make thee deny thy gracio15 In- 
fluences from Heaven upon vs, But, 
O God of all Grace, who mwultiplcit 
Mercy, and delighteit in doing Good, 
pardon us, and make us better, by the 
Blood of thy Son interceeding for us, 
and the Power of thy Spirit working in 
us. Quicken our Souls to hear thy ho- 
ly Word with greater Fear and Reve- 
rence ; to ſing thy Praiſes with greater 
Chearfulneſs and Gladnels; to pray to 
thee with more earneſt Affection and 

5 Steadi- 
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Steadineſs of Mind ; to approach to thy 
holy Table with the deepeſt Humility 
and Devotion of Spirit ; and. to receive 
the renewed Pledges of thy Love, to 
our very great Encreaſe in Faith, and 
Hope, and Love, to thee, and to all 
the World; that ſo this may be a good 
Day to our Souls, and we may be dif- 
poſed and enabled to ſp-nd the reſt of 
our Days better, as becomes the Re- 
deemed of the Lord, who have taſted 
how gracious he is, and who have re- 
ceived the Earneſt of eternal Life. O 
that our Converſation may be in Hea- 
ven, by the conſtant [ove and Exerciſe 
of Purity, Righteouſucſs, Mercy and 
Godiineſs; that we ever ſtudying to 
glorify thee, our heavenly Father, by 
bearins much of this good Fruit, may 
have the more aſſure! Hope that thou 
wilt glority us wich thy ſelf. 
And inſpire, we beſeech thee, the 
Hearts of all others that meet together 
this Day, to magnify thy great and glo- 
rious Name, with the like religious At- 
fections towards thee, Kings 
of the Earth, and all People; 917. 2 
HFrinces, and all Judges of the 
Earth ; 
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Earth; both young Men and Mai dens, 


old Men and Children, let them praiſe the 


Name «© the Lord; for his Name alone 
25 N his Glory s above the Earth 
and Heaven, Let them of= 
er to him the Sacrifice of 
Thankſgiving, and declare his Works 
with Rejoicing, Let them 
preſent themſe foes a living 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto bim, WHICH 
is our reaſonable Service. 

Teach us all, O God, the Way of thy 
8 Statutes; and enable us 0 
CN wn. keep it unto the End. Diſ- 
poſe our Hearts to ſuch a Love of all 


Pal. cvii, 22. 


Rome. xii. 1. 


Chriſtian Virtues, that we may put on (as 


2 thy ele? Children, holy and 
8 1 19: beloved) Bowels of Mereies, 
E Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meeknefs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any 
Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even as 
Chriſt forgave us, incline us all ſo to do; 
and above all theſe things put on Charity, 
which is the Bond of Perfedtneſs. And 
let the Peace of thee, our God, rule in our 
Hearts, to which awe are called in one 
Body; and make us ever truly thankful. 
ay Hear 
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Hear us, we beſcech thee, O moſt merci- 
ful Father; and after we have perfected 
* Holineſs here in thy Fear, bring us all to 
compleat our Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
to thee, in the great Aſſembly of Saints 


and Angels, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour: To 


whom be Glory both now and ? Pet. ii. uli. 
for eber. Amen. | | 


Our Father, &c. 


4 
8 
CE 
4 
7 


„— — 
. 


— 


A Prayer at Night, when there hath 
been a Communion, 


; Eternally bleſſed Lord God, the 
= Creator of the World, the Father 
by of Angels and Men, the King of infi- 


zz nite Majeſty and Power, who canſt do 
, KB what thou pleaſeſt every 5 
1 where. The Heaven and the 6 hes 
Heaven of Heavens cannot 

; 1 contain thee; who art enthroned only in 
„5 thy own Greatneſs, and crowned with 
3 the Glory of thy own uncommunicated 
„ Perfections. There is nothing can be 
e added to thee by us, or any other Crea- 
J. tures, of whoſe Services thou haſt no 
ir Þþ need 
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necd, ſceing thou are abſolutely happy in 
1 thy ſelf, and giweſt to all Life, 

e Ns eath, and all Things, 
But it is our Perfection and Happineſs, to 
admire and praiſe thee, whom we can- 
not cemprehend ; to love thee as much 


as we know thee, and to obey thee as 


much as we love thee, with a perfect 


Heart, and with a willing 


rg Werum Mind; for the Lord fearcheth 
all Hearts, and underſlandeth 
all the Imaginations of the Thoughts, 

We praiſe thee therefore, O God, we 
acknowledge thee to be the Lord. We 
give thee the Glory that is due unto 
thy Name; and with hearty Love offer 
up our ſelves again entirely unto thee, 


whoſe we are, and for whom we were 


made. Juſtice and Gratitude, Fear 
and Love, Hope and Intereſt, what- 


ſoever hath any Power to move our 


Hearts, do all preſs, and mightily urge 
us conſtantly to devote and conſecrate 


our ſouls and Bodies to thy faithful Ser- 


vice. We cannot neglect thee, unleſs 
we will caſt away ourſelves; nor fin 
againſt thee, unleſs we will be our own 
Accuſers, Judges and Tormentors, and 
755 2 throw 


Shes > 


£8 
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throw ourielyes into the greateſt, Mi- 


ſeries, Thou haſt been fo good to us, 
that if we ſhould not become good like- 


+/ 


| | wile, we Do hate and abhor our- 


4 in thoſe who ſhew us any Kindneſs, and 


1 | beſtow any Benefits upon us; tho” the 
4 


are but thy Miniſters and Servants, that 


have nothing, and can do nothing, but 
what thou haſt given them, and inclineſt 
them to do. 


1 By thee we were formed, and brought 
A 
4 


out of our Mother's Womb; and, by 


4a greater Mercy, were carly born again, 
and made thy Children in Chriſt Jeſus: 
We have been thy Care ever ſince; and 
Zbeen inſtructed 
Grace 
Pere received) b 
Hhaſt given us of thy bleſſed Goſpel; 

1 Arherein we read the great Love of our 
Saviour in dying for us, and have the 
Promiſe of his Spirit to ſanctify and go- 

Fern us; his holy Precepts for the Rule 
If our Actions ; 
Excite and quicken us; and the Hope 
Df cternal 
Som the Dead, to encourage and com- 


in that Covenant of 
(into which at our Baptiſm we 
the Knowledge thou 


his glorious Example to 


Bliſs, by his Reſurrection 


for t 
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fort us in Well-doing; and in the mean 


time we enjoy the Society of thy Saints, 
the Miniſtry of thy Angels, and the Di- 
rection and Aſſiſtance of thy faithful Ser- 
vants, thy Ambaſſadors of Peace and Re- 
conciliation with thee. 


All which Fruits of thy wonderful | | 
Love we have long enjoyed; and thou _ 


haſt this Day entertained us at thy Ta- 
ble; where thou haſt refreſhed us with 


the Communion of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the Earneſt of a bleſſed 
Reſurrection, and the Pledge of Im- ? 
mortality, befides innumerable good 
Things which thy moſt tender Mercy 
hath been pleaſed to beſtow upon our 
Bodies, to make our Paſſage to that ? 
Bleſſedneſs, through all the Troubles 


and Dangers of this Life, the more 
eaſy and delightful to us. And all this 


thou haſt done for thoſe who have been 


too idle and uſeleſs, cold and dull, in- 


conſtant, and ſoon weary of their Duty, 


forgetful of Benefits, and unfaithful to 


their own Promiſes : But thy infinite 
Goodneſs ſtill continues to do it, to 

make us more diligent, more zealous, * 
more ſtedfaſt and immoveable, more 
= mind. 
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mindful of thee, and our own holy 
Purpoſes, that we may be abundant, as 
there is reaſon, in the Work of the Lord, 
knowing that our Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. Ros | 
And that is the moſt ſincere and fer- 
vent Deſire of our Souls likewiſe, who 
here moſt humbly beſeech thee, by the 
Power of thy Holy Spirit, to preſerve 
in us a perpetual and affectionate Re- 
membrance of all thy undeſerved Kind- 
neſs to us, Stir up all that is within us 
every Morning, to bleſs and praiſe thy 
Holy Name; that by a renewed, ſerious 
Acknowledgment of thy Benefits, we 


N may be more and more ſtirred up to 
Love, and to all good Works. O that 


the Lord Jeſus may be always in our 


Thoughts, and in our Hearts; that we 
may make him our Pattern, as he is our 
Hope! O that nothing may be fo dear 
> unto us in this World, as his Holineſs, 
his Humility, his Goodneſs and Cha- 
2 rity, his Meekneſs and Patience, his en- 


tire Truſt in thee, and Reſignation to 


7 thee, his Delight to do thy Will, O God, 
in hope of that eternal Life, 


which thou, who canſt not 


Tit: i. 1. 


D He 
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lye haſt promiſed to us. Fix our Minds 
and Affedtions more ſtedfaſtly on that 
Glory wherewith he is crowned, by his 
obedient ſuffering of Death, that we 
may never be weary, nor faint in our 
Minds under any Sufferings for Well- 
doing; but continuing faithful to the 
Death, may alſo receive the Crown of 
Life. And be graciouſly pleaſed, O 
Lord, to fulfil the devout Prayers of 
thy Church, which have been this Day 
offered unto thee for all Mankind ; eſpe- 
cially for all Chriſtian People, for theſe 


Kingdoms, for our Sovereign, and all 
the Royal Family; for our ſpiritual Pa- 


ſtors and Governors; for all Sorts and 
Conditions of Men among us. Let all 
thoſe Supplications for Grace, Mercy and 
Peace, together with all the Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings which have been. rendered 
for all thy Bleſſings, be ever acceptable in 
thy Sight, O Lord, our Strength and our 
Redeemer. N 
And particularly, we beſeech thee, to 
accept of this our bounden Duty and 
Service: Pity our great Weakneſſes; 
pardon all our Sins and Negligences; 


and deny us not the Grace of thy Holy ' 
2 Spirit, 
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Spirit, which we have implored, to en- 
able us to amend our Lives according to 


thy holy Word: But after thou haſt re- 


freſhed us with quiet Sleep this Night, 


let us feel it moving our Hearts to the 
ſame holy Thoughts, Acknowledgments, 
Deſires and Reſolutions which it now 
works in us, through thy Mercy declared 
to us in Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe Words we 
conclude our Prayers, ſaying, as he hath 
taught us, N 


Our Father which art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom come 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven : Give us this Day our daily 
Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 


Fr 
Fl And lead us not into Temptation, but de- 
liver us from Evil, &c. 
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Bounty haſt loaded us withal: Above all, 
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Monday Morni ing. 


'E humble ourſelves, O Lord of 

Heaven and Earth, before thy 
ben Majeſty; we heartily acknow- 
ledge thy Sovereign Dominion over us 
and all Creatures ; we praiſe and mag- 
nify thy Eternal Power, Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs and Truth; and we render thee 
our moſt unfeigned Thanks for the in- 
numerable Benefits which thou in thy 


for the gracious Declaration thou haſt made 
of thy good Will to us in Chriſt Jeſus; 
by whom thou haſt invited and encou- 


raged Sinners to return to thee, and direct- 
ed them in the Way to everlaſting Bliſs. 
We bluſh to think of our ſhameful 7: 


Forgetfulneſs of ew, and Ingratitude to 
thee ; 
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thee; to whom we owe all that we have 


in this World, and all our Hopes in the 
next. We moſt humbly implore thy 


tender Mercies, in the Forgiveneſs of 


all our Sins whereby we have offend- 


cd either in Thought, Word, or Deed, 
- againſt thy juſt and holy Laws. For 
Wie are truly forry for all our Miſdo- 
ings; we utterly renounce whatſoever 
is contrary to thy Will, and here de- 
vote ourſelves entirely to thy Obedience 


1EC 


all, 
ade 


us; 


o0u- 
ect- 
(s. 
eful 
de to 
hee ; 


1 thereof, Accept, O moſt merciful Fa- 


ther, of this renewed Dedication which 


we make of our whole Man, Body, Soul 


and Spirit to thee: And as thou doſt in- 


| 


* ſpire us with holy Reſolutions, ſo ac- 


company them always with the Aſſiſt- 


ö ance of thy Grace, that we may be 
able every Day to offer up ourſelves more 
ſincerely, and more chearfully to thee ; 
with more pure Affection, and hearty 


Devotion, and ready Diſpoſition to thy 


| Service. 


Me adore thy great Grace which hath 
brought Salvation to us; and teach us, 


hat denying all Ungodlinefs 


and worldly Lufts, we ſhould 01 176 
live ſoberly, a and godly in this 
4 D3 preſent 
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preſent World, We will endeavour, O 


Lord, to preſerve a grateful Senſe of thy 
mighty Love in our Minds, and to follow 


the Doctrine and Example of thy Son 


Chriſt Jeſus, as becomes thoſe who have 


ſuch 2 bleſſed Hope, and look for fo 
great Salvation at the Day of his glo- 
rious Appearing, We deſire above all 


Things to be ſo pure and undefiled, fo 


meek and gentle, ſo humble and lowly, 
ſo juſt and merciful, ſo peaceable and 
patient, contented and thankful as our 
blefled Lord and Maſter was: And we 
hope that thou wilt fulfil all the graci- 


ous Promiſes he hath made to us, which 


we eſteem far greater Treaſure than 


Thouſands of Gold and Silver. They ' 
are the Support, the Comfort, the Satiſ- 
faction of our Hearts. We aſk nothing, 
but that it may be to thy Servants accord= 2? 


ing to his Word. 


Thou haſt mercifully kept us the 
laſt Night, blefled be thy continued 
Goodneſs, and raiſed us again to ſee the 
Light of this Morning: Receive us like- 
wiſe all this Day into thy Protection, 
to which we moſt humbly commit our- 
ſelves, We truſt ourſelves, and all be- 


longing b 
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longing to us with thee our Creator and 
Redeemer. We ſubmit to thy Orders, 
and are willing to do and ſuffer what 
thou pleaſeſt; waiting for the Mercy oj. 
of our Lord Chriſt Feſus unto 
eternal Life. 

And we deſire, thou knoweſt, the 


: Ry + AL. 


Jude 21. 


> Good of all Mankind, as well as our 


own, eſpecially of all Chriſtian People ; 


; that they may all walk worthy of the 


Goſpel, and live together in Unity and 
godly Love, For which End, we pray 


that all Chriſtian Kings, Princes and 


2 Governors, may be wiſe, pious, juſt 
and merciful ; endeavouring that all 


their Subjects may lead peaceable Lives 
under them, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
2 neſty, And more particularly, that 
our Sovereign may be blefled with a: 

2 religious, quiet, long and proſperous 
Reign; and that all his Miniſters of 


State, and Officers of Juſtice, may con- 
2 ſcientiouſly diſcharge the Truſt that is 
repoſed in them; ſeeking in their ſeve- 
ral Places how to right the Oppreſſed, 
to comfort the Afflicted, to provide for 
the Poor and Needy, and to relieve all 
thoſe that are in any Miſery, Bleſs all: 
. 4 | our. 
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our ſpiritual Paſtors and Inſtructors; 
ſucceed their Labours, and give us Grace 
to follow their godly Admonitions; 70 
3 eſteem them very highly In 
43. Love fer their Works ſabe; 
and to be at Peace among our 
ſelves. The ſame Bleſſings we crave 
for all our Friends, Relations and Ac- 
quaintance ; that we may all live irs 
erfect Love and Peace together, do- 
ing our Duties to thee, to each other, 
and to all Men ſo faithfully, that we 
may give a comfortable Account of our- 
ſelves, and rejoice together at the great 
Day of the Lord Jeſus; in whoſe holy 
Words we beſeech thee to help us till 
more heartily to offer up our Deſire to 
Tu = 
Our Pather, &c. 


At Nicur. 
/ Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, by whom we were made, 


and in whom we live, move, and have 


our Being; to whoſe tender Compat- 
ſions we owe our Safety the Day paſt, 


together 


aan og, 
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our exceeding Joy, who daily 
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together with all the Comforts of this 
preſent Life, and the Hopes of that 
which is to come. We praiſe and laud 


thee, O Lord, the Creator and Gover- 


nor of the World. We aſcribe all Great- 
neſs, Might, Majeſty, Wiſdom, Riches 
and Bounty to thee, whom all the Hoſt 


of Heaven continually admires and ac- 


knowledges with the moſt joy ful Reve- 


rence. We bow ourſelves likewiſe be- 


fore thee, and worſhip thee in an hum- 


ble Senſe that we are nothing in compa- 


riſon with thee, and we have nothing but 
what we receive from thee. Unto thce 
do wwe give Thanks, unto thhe 


do we give Thanks, O God, Pal . 
XVIII. 19. 
poureſt thy Benefits upon us. : 
Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs for 
the long Health, which by thy Favour 
we have enjoyed; for our Food and: 
our Raiment; for our Peace and our 
Safety; for the Society of our Friends, 
and the Love of our Neighbour ; for 
the Succeſs thou haſt given to our ho- 


23. neſt Labours after the Things of this 


3 Lite, and to our pious Endeavours to- 
= attain that Life which is immortal, We 


=— can 
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can never bleſs thee enough for that won- 


der ful Grace, which ſent Jeſus Chriſt to 


reveal that eternal Life to us, and to di- 
rect us in the Way that leads unto it, 


by his dwelling among us, and by his 
dying for us, and by his riſing again to 


be the Lord of Life and Glory, and to 
ſend his Apoſtles to preach theſe glad 
Tidings of Salvation to the World. We 
thank thee with all our Souls, that we 
feel in our Hearts any Motion towards 
thee; and that we have made the leaſt: 


Progrefs in thoſe Paths of Life, which 


thy Goodneſs hath laid: before us ſo. plain-- 
7 in thy Goſpel. 


Behold, O Lord, we preſent ourſelves. 


here before thee, to be inſpired with 


ſuch a vigorous and full Senſe of thy 


Love, as may move us more powerful- 


ly towards thee, and put us forward: 


with a greater Earneſtnels, Zeal and Di- 
ligence in all our Duty. There is 


nothing in Heaven or Earth that we 


can deſire, but to be beloved of thee; 


who poſſeſſeſt both, and art able 54 


make thy Friends as great and happy as 
thou pleaſeſt. Aſſiſt us therefore ſtill 


by ho Grace, to the Recovery of ſuch | 


a lively. 
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E ſpared thine own Son, but 
Sven him up for us all. We 


Monſday. Prayers for Families. 59, 
a lively Image of thee in all Righteouſ- 
neſs, Purity, Mercy, Faithfulneſs and 
Truth, that we may know thou loveſt 
us. O that Jeſus, the Hope of Glory, 

may be formed in us in all Humility, 
Meekneſs, Patience, Contentedneſs, Peace- 


ableneſs, and abſolute Surrender of our 
Souls and Bodies to thy holy Will and 


Pleaſure; That we may. no longer live, 


but Chriſt may live in us, and _ i 
the Life TOE lead in the Fleſb al, 11. 20. 


| may be by the Faith of thy Son, O. God, 


who loved us, and gave himſelf” for us, 
The Remembrance of that Love is 
moſt dear and precious to us. We can 


not often enough make mention of ſo 


great Kindneſs, as his making himſelf 
Try an Offering for our Sins. It moves 

again to offer up ourſelves lincerely to 
5 to do thy Will, O God, as our 
pleſſed Lord and Maſter did. We repoſe 


2: alto an intire Confidence in thee, and ſtill 


truſt our ſelves with thee, who: haſt not 
Rom. viii. 32. 


will humbly and reverently accept of what- 
ſoever thou ſendeſt us, and 
I Theſ. „. 18. 


in ay thing 25 Thanks, 3 
: which, 


bo Prayers for Families, Monday, 


which 1s thy will concerning us in Chriſt 
Teſus. We hope thou wilt never leave 
us nor forſake us; but conduct us ſafe 
through all Varieties and Changes of our 


Condition here in an unchangeable Love 
to thee, and in an holy Compolure and 


Tranquility of Mind in thy Love to us, 


till we come to live with thee, and enjoy 


thee for ever. . 
And now that we are going to lay our- 


ſelves down to ſleep, take us into thy 


gracious Protection, and ſettle our Spirits 


in ſuch quiet and delightful Thoughts 


of the Glory where our Lord Jeſus lives, 
that we may be willing to leave this 


World, and go to him; who died for 


us, that whether we wake or 


1 Theſſ. v. ſleep, we ſhould live together 


10. F G 
with him. 


To his Bleſſing we recommend all! f 


Mankind, of whatſoever Rank and Con- 
dition they be; High and Low, Rich 
and Poor; that they might all be ſo hap- 
py as to do their ſeveral Duties care- 
fully, and to enjoy contentedly what- 
ſoe ver is needful for them. And eſpe- 
cially we beſeech thee, hat the Courſe 
of this World may be ſo PR. 2 
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Monday. Prayers for Families. 67 
dered by thy Governance, that thy Church 


may joyfully ſerve thee in all godly Quiet- 


neſs, We leave all we have with thee, 
eſpecially our Friends, and thoſe who are 


dear unto us; deſiring, that when we are 
dead and gone, they may lift up their 


Souls in this manner unto thee, and teach 


thoſe that come after to praiſe, love and 
obey thee ; and that if we awake again in 
the Morning, our Mouths may likewiſe 
praiſe thee again with joyful Lips, and we 
may {till offer ourſelves a more accepta- 


ble Sacrifice to thee through Chriſt Jeſus ; 


in whoſe Words we beſeech thee to hear 
us, according to the fulleſt Senſe and In- 
tention of them, 


Our Father, &c. 
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EL Honour, Glory and Praiſe be 
given to thee, O Lord, our Crea- 

tor, Redeemer and Comforter, by us, 
and by all the World. Thou art wor— 
thy of all our Love, Service and Obe- 


dience, being moſt excellent in thine own. 


Nature,. and of ſo abundant Kindneſs to 
us thy Creatures. We moſt humbly there- 
fore proſtrate ourſelves before thee this 
Morning, to make thee our thankful Ac- 
knowledgments for all thy Benefits, and 
tender thee our moſt hearty and affection- 
ate Service, and wait upon thy Bounty 
for the Continuance of thy Grace and 


| Mercy to us. Though we are not worthy, 


we confeſs, of the leaſt Regard from thee, 
whom we have ſo much neglected, and 


whoſe 
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* Tueſday, Prayers for Families. 63: 
whoſe Love and Clemency. we have too 
often.abuſed; yet we hope thou wilt ac- 
cept of this ſmall: Oblation which we 
make of ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, 
with unfeigned Devotion to thee. Par- 
don and forgive us, we moſt humbly 
beſeech thee, all our paſt Offences ; the 
Remembrance of which is grievous, and 
bitter to us; and vouchſafe us the Grace 
of thy holy Spirit, to enable us todo thy 
Will with greater Care and Diligence for 
the Time to come. Let it ever accom-- 
pany and affiſt us, according as thou ſeeſt 
us ſincerely deſirous and ſtudious to pleaſe: 
thee, in all the. Actions of an holy Life, 

in Charity and Temperance, Juſtice and 
Fidelity, Mercy and Charity, Meekneſs 
and Humility, Patience and Contented- 

nieſs, Innocency and Peace; and in con- 
tinual Prayers, Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
do thee, the Father of Mercies, in Chriſt 
fleſus our Lord. 

Me ſee how frail and weak our Bo- 
dies, and all their Enjoyments, are; and 

therefore we the more earneſtly de- 

ſire to have our Souls enriched with 

2 thoſe immortal Treaſures of thy divine 
Grace, O that we may never ceaſe 
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64 Prayers for Families. Tueſday 
moſt zealouſly to ſeek and purſue them; 
and that we may think ourſelves happy 
enough in the Poſſeſſion of them; and 
may rejoyce in nothing ſo much, as in 
having our Fruit unto Holi- 
neſs, that in the end we may 
attain efernal Life, Suffer not our Spirits 
to fink too deep into the Love of any 
the deareſt Good that we have in this 
World; but rather by all theſe earthly 
things, which thy Goodneſs affords to 
us for our Support, Eaſe and Delight, 
raiſe our Minds and Hearts to thoſe Ce- 
leſtial Enjoyments, which will yield us 
eternal Pleaſure and Satisfaction, Set 
our Affections principally on things above. 


Rom vi. 22. 


Make us fo wiſe as to provide ourſelves 


Friends that never die; and to be ſtill 
reparing ourſelves by all divine Qua- 
ities for their Company and Society; 
that ſo they may receive us, when we 
remove hence, into their ever- 


Los xvi. 9. laſting Hahitati J. 


Thus now we commend ourſelves 


this Day, to thy moſt gracious Prote- 


tion, Guidance, and Bleſſing; hoping 


that the ſame. good Providence Which 


preſeryed us, and our Habitations, the 
laſt 
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Tueſday. Prayers for Families. 65 


laſt Night from Fire, and innumera- 
ble other Dangers (for which we thank 
thee) will guard us this Day from all. 
Evil and Miſchief, and bring us in 
Safety of Soul and Body to praiſe thee 
in the Evening. Help us thankfully to 
receive, and ſoberly to uſe all thy Mer- 
Cites ; quietly to do our own Buſineſs, 
and bear our ſeveral Burthens; to be 
juſt in our Dealings; innocent and harm 
leſs in our Converſation ; well-pleaſed 
with the Profperity of our Neighbours ; 
deſirous of the Good of the World; 
eſpecially that they may all love, and 
honour, and join together in magnify- 
ing and praiſing thee, our Lord and Go- 
vernor, whoſe Name is excellent in all 
the Earth, . „ 

More particularly, we implore thy 
Mercies towards theſe Kingdoms where- 
in we live. Remember not againſt us 
our .high Provocations. Spare us, good 
Lord, and have Patience with us, if 
perhaps we may bring forth better Fruit, 
becoming thy holy Goſpel, and all the 


Care thou haſt taken about us: Endue 
our Sovereign with much Wiſdom from 
Above, that he may always diſcern 


what 


66 Prayers for Families. Tueſday» 
what is moſt profitable for us, and ear- 
neſtly purſue it to the utmoſt of his Power. 
Bleſs him in his Relations; in his Coun- 
ſellors; in his Judges, and all other 
Officers; in all the Nobility, Clergy, 
Gentry and Commonalty of the Realm; 
that every one of them may uprightly 
and zealouſly do their Duty, to the Main- 


tenance of thy true Religion, and the 


Encreaſe of Piety, Honeſty and brotherly 
Love among us. Comfort and relieve all 


thoſe that are in any Diſtreſs, Trouble or 
Anguiſh, either of Body or Mind. And: 
give us tender and pitiful Hearts towards. 


them, ready to help and eaſe them ac- 


cording to our Abilities, that we follow-- 


ing the Example of our merciful and com- 


paſſionate High-Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus, may 
have now the Benefit of his Interceſſion 
for us, and at laſt be admitted into the 


high. and holy Place where he 1s; in 
whoſe bleſſed Name and Words we con- 
clude our Prayers, 


Our Father, &c, 
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At NIGE T. 
E fall down before thee, O Lord 


Fe of Heaven and Earth, and wor- 
ſhip thee in the deepeſt Humility of our 
Souls ; acknowledging that we are thy 
Creatures, Who ſtand infinitely bound 
unto thee by innumerable Bleſſings and 
Favours which thou haſt conferred upon 
us, out of thy meer Bounty and Good- 
neſs. We owe our Lives to that alone, 
and all the Comforts of them ; toge- 
ther with all the Hopes we have here- 
after, either in this World, or in the 
other. And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed 
be thy merciful Kindneſs, for giving 
ſuch glorious Hopes by the Lord Jeſus ; 
by his Death and Reſurrection; by his 
Aſcenſion, and being enthroned at thy 
Right Hand, and by the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt to be a Witneſs of his Ma- 
jeſty and Glory. We rejoice, O Lord, 
in that great Salvation which thou haſt 
ſent unto us; and cannot but be ſtill 
praiſing thee, whoſe Love hath ſo abound- 
ed towards us beyond all our Thoughts 
and Deſires. Pardon, we moſt humbly 
| | Tz beſeech. 


68 Prayers for Families, "Tueſday. 
beſeech thee, out of the ſame Grace 
and Mercy, all our paſt Neglects of 
thee ; our Inſenſibleneſs of thy Benefits; ; 
our Careleſsneſs, or Inconſtancy in our 
Obedience; and particularly whatſoever 
we have done or omitted this Day, con- 


trary to thoſe holy Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions wherein we ſtand engaged to 


thee, 
And vouchfaſe us the Affiſtance of thy 
Holy Spirit, to enable us to perſorm thoſe 


Vows better, which here we renew of 


greater Gratitude, and more chearful and 


ſtcdfalt Obedience to thy Divine Maje- 
ſty for the Time to come. Awaken our 


Minds to frequent and ſerious Reflecti- 


ons upon thy undeſerved and moſt bound - 


tiful Mercies toward us. Touch our 
Hearts with ſuch an ingenuous and dutiful 
Senſe of them, that our Wills may be 
overcome to yield themſelves wholly and 
abſolutely to thee. 

And that we may feel them conſtant- 
ly provoked to Love and good Works, 


help us ever to ſet our Lord and Maſter, 


by whoſe Name we are called, before 
our Eyes, and to admire his unſpotted 
Purity ; bis condeſcending Humility; 

= his 
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his tender-hearted Charity ; his Meek- 
neſs of Wiſdom ; his hearty Truſt in 
thee, and Reſignation to thee ; his For- 
giveneſs of Injuries; his Patience under 


Reproaches and cruel Torments; his peace- 


able and contented Spirit; his acknow- 
ledging thee in all things, and ever ſeek- 
ing thy Honour and Glory; that being 
in love with all theſe, and valuing them 
more than Life it ſelf, we may never ceaſe 
our Endeavours, till this Image of our 


deareſt Lord and Maſter be formed in our 
Hearts, 


O Lord Jeſus, favourably behold theſe 
holy Deſires wherewith our Souls aſpire 
towards thee. Preſerve and maintain 


them; encourage and encreaſe them; 


make them reſtleſs and unwearied, till 
they be accompliſhed in the Enjoyments 
of this great Bleſſedneſs. 

Thou who haſt begun a good Work 
in us, finiſh and compleat it, we moſt 
humbly and earneſtly beſeech thee. 
Give us thy Grace 'continually for our 
ſeaſonable Relief and Succour, that we 
perſevering in well-doing, may have a 
ſolid and lively Hope, in our Death, of 


f coming to ſee thee in that high and holy 


Place, 


79 Prayers for Pamilies, Tueſday. 
Place, where thou liveſt and reigneſt for 
evermore. 

As for all the things of this Life, we 


moſt heartily refer ourſelves to thy Fa- 
therly Wiſdom and Goodneſs, O Lord 


God Almighty, truſting thou wilt or- 


der for us that which is moſt conveni- 
ent, and bleſs our honeſt Diligence with 
ſuch a competent Portion of them, that 
we may have the more Leiſure to give 
continual Praiſe, Honour, Bleſſing and 
Thankſgiving to thee, whoſe Mercies en- 
dure for ever. | 

Accept, we pray thee, of our thank- 
ful Acknowledgments at this Time, for 
thoſe which this Day hath added to the 
reſt of thy Benefits, which thou haſt 
been continually heaping upon us ever 
ſince we were born. And let all the 


People of the Earth praiſe the Name of 


the Lord, which is highly exalted 
above all Bleſſing and Praiſe. O that 
all the Kingdoms of the World would 
become the Kingdoms of our Saviour 
Chriſt; and that all they who acknow- 
ledge his Authority, would religiouſly 
_ obey his holy Laws ; that all Wars, Op- 
preſſion and Cruelty, may ceaſe among 

Chriſtian 
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Tueſday. Prayers for Familtes. 71 


Chriſtian People, they may live together 
in brotherly Love and unity : Make our 


Sovereign and all his Realms happy, by a 
great Encreaſe of true Knowledge Godli- 


neſs and Virtue every where. Bleſs all 


our Friends; forgive our Enemies; requite 
all the Kindneſs of our Benefactors; com- 
fort every one of thy deſolate and afflicted 
Servants, and turn their Mourning and 
Heavineſs into Joy and Gladneſs at the 


laſt, | 


And now that we are going to repoſe 


. ourſelves, keep us, we beſeech thee, and 


all belonging to us, in Safety, Refreſh our 
wearied Spirits with comfortable Reſt and 


Sleep; and when we awaken again in the 


Morning, dire& our Thoughts immediate- 
ly to thee, our merciful Preſerver ; and 


help us to employ all our renewed Strength 
to thy Honour and Glory, according to 
thy Will declared by Chriſt Jeſus; in 
whoſe bleſſed Name and Words we com- 
mend ourſelves to thy infinite Mercies, 


Our Father, &c. 
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Wedneſday Morning, 


O Moſt great and mighty Lord, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, all the 


Angels worſhip and adore thy incompre- 


henfible Majeſty with the humbleſt Re- 
verence, and rejoyce in rendering Praiſe, 
Bleſſing and Thankſgiving to thee, the Fa- 
ther of Spirits: For thou haſt created all 
Things, and in Wiſdom haſt thou made 
them all, and ſpread thy tender Mercies 
over all thy Works, It is no leſs our 
Happineſs than our Duty to join our 
Hearts and Voices with that heavenly 
Hoſt, moſt gratefully to acknowledge thy 


Bounty to us among the reſt of thy Crea- 
tures, and thy particular Grace and Favour | 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt mer- |} 
ciful Saviour and Redeemer, We can 
. never 
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never ſufficiently admire that Love 
which gave him to die for us, and hath 
made him the Lord of Life and Glory ; 
that he may be the Author of eternal 
Salvation to all thoſe that obey him. All 
the Love we have is too little to give 


* thee, to whom all our Services are due 


by a former Title. Our higheſt Praiſes 
fall infinitely ſhort of thy moſt excellent 
Majeſty ; and we are aſhamed of the moſt 


| affectionate Thanks we can render to thee 


for thoſe ineſtimable Benefits which thou 
haſt conferred on us, and ſo long continu- 
ed to us. | | 
How much greater Reaſon then have 
we to be abaſhed at our ſhameful In- 
gratitude and Diſobedience to thy Di- 
vine Majeſty; for which we are heartily 
ſorry, and do now moſt earneſtly re- 
pent ourſelves of it; unfeignedly re- 
: ſolving and proteſting to be more faith- 
ful to thee for the Time to come. Par- 
don us therefore, good Lord, and re- 
ceive us unto thy Mercy: Accept of 
our renewed Vows to ſtudy and to do 
our Duties conſcientiouſly, towards thee 
and towards all Men. And as thou haſt 
excited thoſe holy Deſires and Purpoſes 
"0 In 
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in our Hearts, ſo enable us to perform 
them conſtantly in the whole Cou. ſe of 


our Life. 
Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us, thou 


wilt as readily give thy holy Spirit to 
them that aſk it, as a Parent will give 
Bread unto his hungry Children; O Fa- 
ther of Mercies, let it be unto us accord- 

ing to his Word. Cheriſh theſe little 
Heginnings of Goodneſs which thou ſeeſt 
in our Souls, and proſper all our Endea- 
vours to attain a greater Meaſure of it, 
And fince at the beſt we are but unpro- 


fitable Servants, and can do no more than 


was our Duty to do, enable us to do every 
thing which thou haſt commanded us, 
heartily, with good Will, and true Love 
to thy Service, 

We know this is all that can, in the 
leaſt, commend us to thy free Grace and 


Favour; and therefore we molt hum- 


bly again devote ourſelves to do thy 


Will, with a cordial Affection to it. We 


AGAR ever approach unto thee with 


Delight and Pleaſure, and feel it the 


Joy of our Hearts to think of thee, to 
praiſe thee, to give thee Thanks, and to 
offer ourſelves with abſolute Reſigna- 


tion 
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tion to thee, O that Mercy may al- 
ways pleaſe us as it pleaſeth thee! That 
we may be ſtrictly juſt and righteous ; 
may chearfully paſs by Injuries; freely 
deny all Defires of finful Pleaſures ; wil- 
lingly ſubmit to thy Fatherly Corrections, 
and perform the Duties of our ſeveral 
Relations with Singleneſs of Heart. Ren- 
der us ſo mindful of the great Love of 
our Lord and Maſter Chriſt, that we may 
be zealouſly concerned for his Glory, and 
uſe our utmoſt Diligence to do him and 
his Religion ſome Honour in the World ; 
delighting to commemorate his Death and 
Paſſion, making a joyful Sacrafice of our 
Souls and Bodies to him, and defiring 
moſt earneſtly that his Kingdom may came, 
and all Mankind ſubmit themſelves to his 
Government. 

Fulfil, moſt merciful Lord, all our 
Petitions:; and as thou haſt mightily 
protected us and our Dwellings, this 
laſt Night, from Firs and Thieves, and 
whatſoever might diſturb our Repoſe 
(bleſſed be. thy Goodneſs) ſo accompa- 
ny us all this Day with thy Bleſſing, 
that we may pleaſe thee in Body and 
Soul, and be ſafe under thy Defence, 
E 2 who 


76 Prayers for Families, Wedneſday. 


who art nigh to all thoſe that call upon 
thee, that call upon thee in Truth, 
And, O that all thoſe who are forget- 
ful of their Duty to thee, may be awa- 
kened to a lively Senſe of all thy Bene- 
fits, and fill the whole World with thy 
Praiſes. Stir up eſpecially the Minds of 
all Chriſtian People, to enquire after 
and follow the Truth, as it is in Jeſus; 
abandoning all Vice and Wickedneſs, 
and exerciſing themſelves to have Con- 
ſciences void of Offence towards thee, 
and towards all Men : And diſpoſe the 
Hearts of all their Kings and Princes, 
to make themſelves the greateſt Exam- 
ples of Chriſtian Piety to all others. 
Bleſs theſe Kingdoms, and endue our 
Sovereign with ſuch excellent Wiſdom 
and holy Zeal for thine Honour and 
Glory, that we may ſee many good Days 
under his Government. O that true 
Religion, Juſtice, Mercy, Brotherly-kind- 
neſs, and all things elſe that are praiſe- 
worthy, may ſo flouriſh among us, that 
we may enjoy the Bleſſings of Peace and 
Plenty, and there may be no complaining 
in our Streets, | 1 


We 
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We recommend to thee all our Friends 
and Neighbours; all the Poor, the Sick, 
and other afflited Perſons ; deſiring thoſe 


Mercies for them which we ſhould aſk. 


for ourſelves, were we in their Condi- 
tion: O God, whoſe never-failing Pro- 
vidence ordereth all things both in Hea- 
ven and Earth, put away from them and 
us, we humbly beſeech thee, all hurtful 
things, and give us thoſe things which. 


be -rofitable for us, according to the large 


Dec rations which thou haſt made of 
thy abundant Goodneſs to Mankind in 
our Lord Jeſus ; in whoſe Words we con- 


? cludeour humble Supplications unto thec, 


; ſaying, 


Our Father, e. 


* — —— 


Af Nid kr. 


A Lmighty and everlaſting God, the 
Sovereign Lord of all Creatures in 
Jeaven and Earth, and our moſt mer- 
ciful and gracious Father in thy Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, we moſt heartily ac- 
knowledge , that our Bei gs and all 
1 Comforts of them depeud on hee, 

E 5 the 


my 9 
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the Fountain of all Good, We have 
nothing but what we have received 
thence, and is owing entirely to thy 
free and bounteous Love, O moſt bleſ- 
ſed Creator, and to the unſearchable 
Riches of thy Grace, O moſt bleſſed 
Redeemer, 

To thee therefore be given by us and 


all Creatures, whom thou haſt made to 


know how great and how good thou art, 
all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe ; all Love, 
Service, and Obedience, as long as we 
have any Being. I is but meet, right, 
and our bounden Duty, that we ſhould 
at all Times, and in all Places, give 
Thanks unto thee, O Lord; and devoutly 


reſign both Soul and Body to thee, to be q 


abſolutely governed and ruled according 
to thy holy Will and Pleaſure. We are 
heartily ſorry that we have not done it 
from the very Beginning of our Lives 
till this Time. We are aſhamed to 
think of our Injuſtice and Ingratitude, 
in following our own Deſires ſo long, and 
rendering ourſelves no ſooner, moſt hum- 
bly obedient in all things to thee, Our 
Hopes are only in thoſe infinite Mercies 
which have ſpared us notwithſtanding, 

N and 
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and opened our Eyes to ſee our Errors, 
and touched our Hearts with ſome Senſe 
of our Duty. 
And we hope in them not only for a 
Pardon, which we earneſtly implore ac- 
cording to thy gracious Promiſes made 
in Chriſt Jeſus, but for the Power of thy 
Holy Spirit, to further and promote 
thoſe godly Reſolutions which we feel 
already in our Hearts, to live as be- 
comes thy Creatures, and as becomes 
the Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, who were 
early dedicated to thee, and have often 
fince vowed themſelves to thy Service, 
As thou haſt made us to underſtand the 
Reaſonableneſs and Goodneſs of all thy 
Laws, ſo incline our Wills to be more 
and more in love with them, till they 
be writ upon our Hearts, Stir up our 
Wills to love them exceedingly, and to 
cleave unto them as our very Life. Let 
thy Grace continually prevent and fol- 
low us, to keep alive ſuch a powerful 
Senſe of thee, and of the Love of our 
Lord and Saviour in our Minds, that we 
may naturally fear and reverence thee, 
and ſtudy to be approved of thee, and 
beloved by thee, and account it our 


E 4 higheſt 
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higheſt Perfection and Happineſs to be 
like thee, 

O that it may ever be the Joy of our 
Hearts to be Righteous, as thou art 
Righteous ; to be Merciful, as thou, our 
Heavenly Father, art Merciful; to be 
Holy, as thou, who haſt called us, art 
Holy, in all aner of Converſat ion; 
to be endued with thy Divine Wiſdom. 
and to reſemble thee in Faithfulneis and 
Truth, O that the Memory of our bleſ- 


fed Saviour, and his admirable Example, 


may be always dear unto us; that we 


may chearfully follow him in his Humi- 


lity, Mcekneſs, Patience, Cententedneſs, 
Peaceableneſs, and Del. ght to do thy 
Will, O God, in every thing as he did, 
Accept we moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
of theſe Defires of our Souls after thee ; 


And graciouſly aſſiſt and ſtrengthen them, 


according as we unſeignedly ofter them 
up unto thee, 

Accept likewiſe of our Thanks for thy 
merciful Preſervation of us all this Day ; 
by which we are come in Safety to the 
Concluſion of it, and are here before thee 


with a new Load of thy Benefits, added 


to other innumerable Bleſſings which: 


thon 
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thou haſt formerly beſtowed, We are 
bold again likewiſe to commit ourſelves 
unto thee this Night; and to truſt in thy 
merciful Protection and Care over us, 
when we can take no Care of ourſelves, | 
or any thing elſe belonging to us. De- 
fend us from all the Powers of Darkneſs, . 
from all evil Men, from Fire, and all ſuch : 
fad Accidents: And raiſe up our Spirits, 
together with our Bodies, in the Morn- 
ing, to ſuch a vigorous Senſe of thy conti- 
nued Goodneſs, as may provoke us all the 
Day long to an unwearied Diligence in 
wal. doing. 
And the fame Mercies that we beg. 
for ourſelves, we deſire for the reſt of : 
Mankind; eſpecially for all thoſe who 
are called by the Name of Chriſt. O 0 
that every Member of that Body, of 
which he is the Head, may do their 
Duties with all Fidelity, according to 
the ſeveral Offices to which thou haſt 
aſſigned them. That Kings may be 
tender-hearted, as the Fathers of their 
Countries; and all their Subjects may 


- Ws dutifal and obedient to them as their 


Children; that the Paſtors of the Church 


may feed their Flock with true Wiſdom + 
=. and 
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and Underſtanding, and the People all 
may ſubmit unto them, and follow their 
godly Counſels; that the Rich and Migh- 
ty may have Compaſſion on the Poor and 
Miſerable; and all ſuch diſtreſſed People 
may bleſs the Rich, and rejoice in the 
Proſperity of thoſe that are above them, 
Give Huſbands and Wives, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants, the Grace 
to behave themſelves ſo in their ſeveral 
Relations, that they may adorn the Do- 
ctrine of God our Saviour in all things; 
and being an Honour to his Religion 


here, may receive immortal Honour and 


Glory hereafter from the Hands of Chriſt 
Jeſus; in whoſe holy Name and Words 
we continue to beſeech thy Grace and 
Mercy towards us, and all thy People 
every where, ſaying, 


Our Pather, &c, 
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Thurſday Morning, | 
Lord, the high and holy One, 
whoſe Glory is above 5 
the Earth and Heaven, we N 
thy Creatures proſtrate our- 
ſelves in the humbleſt Adorations of thee ; 
aſcribing to thee all Power, Wiſdom, 
Riches, Might, Majeſty and Dominion 


and acknowledeing, that to thee of right 


belongs all Worſhip, Bleſſing, Thanki- 
giving and Praiſe ; together with all Ho- 
nour, Love, Service and Obedience fo: 
evermore, Bleſſed be thine Omnipotent 
Goodneſs which hath advanced us to- 
ſuch a Degree of Being, that we are ca- 
pable to look back to thee from whom. we 
come; to know thee, to love thee, to ac- 
knowledge thy great Bounty towards us, 

1 and 
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and to reſemble thee in Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. All that is within us bleſſeth 
thy Holy Name, for breathing into us 
Immortal Spirits, that we may eternally 


admire thee, praiſe thee, love thee, and 


Joyfully render thoſe grateful Acknow- 
ledgments which we owe unto thee. We 
can never ſufficiently magnify thy Mer- 
cies towards us; eſpecially thoſe in the 
Lord Jeſus, in whom thy Grace hath fo 
exccedingly abounded, as to ſurpaſs not 
only our Deſerts, but the largeſt of our 
Deſires. Eh? 

Bleſſed, bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be 


thy Fatherly Goodneſs, who hath ſent him 
from Heaven ſo unexpectedly to viſit us 


vile Wretches, who dwell in Houſes of 
Clay, whoſe Foundation 1s in the Duſt, 
Lord! what is Man, that thou art mindful 
of him? or the Son of Man, that thou 
didſt thus viſit him? We thank thee, 
according to our poor Abllity, from the 


very Bottom of our Hearts, tor his Ma- 


nifeſtation in our Fleſh ; for the charita- 
ble Teſtimonies he gave of his Love to 
Mankind in the courſe of his Life ; for 
that aſtoniſhing Grace, in ſubmitting hun- 
ſelf to die for us; for his gloriv''s Re- 


ſurrection 
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ſurrection and Aſcenſion to Heaven; 
for the Sovereign Power and Authority 
which thou haſt given him at thy right 


Hand; for his compaſſionate Interceſh- 
on for us, and the Aſſurances we have 


received of his being the King of Glory, 
and of his continued Kindneſs to us, by 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. We will 
never ceaſe to bleſs thee for that great Sal- 
vation which <cas firſt preached by the 
Lord, and was confirmed by 


b. ü. z. 4. 
them that heard him; and for LIED. . 3+ 4 


the Witneſs which thou beareſt to them, 


both aoith Signs and Wonders, and with 


divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy 


Gheft, according to thy own Will. 
We rejoice in the Light of thy holy 


Goſpel ; that we ſee the Way to be hap- 


y both by the Doctrine and Example 
of thy Son Jeſus; that we have the En- 
couragement of his precious Promiſes ; 
and ſuch good Hope of Remiſſion of Sin, 
and eternal Life, in the Day when he 


 ſhill judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 


O how much are we bound unto thee 
for that coinfortable Hope which thou 
hait given us, of ſecing our dear Saviour 
in all his Glory, and being there where 

he 
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he is, and reigning with him for ever! 
We again render thee our moſt hearty 
Thanks for that everlaſting Conſolation 


and good Hope, through Grace, which 


thou haſt given us; and for all thoſe Be- 
nefits likewiſe which thou art pleaſed to 
beſtow upon us, to make our ſtay here on 
Earth the more convenient and delighttul 
to us. We are every Way obliged to 
thee, beyond all that we are able to ex- 
preſs or conceive, Thou feedeſt us, and 
cloatheſt us; thou preſerveſt our Health 
and our Strength ; thou haſt delivered us 
from innumerable Dangers; and when 


thou haſt chaſtiſed us, it hath been in 


great Mercy and Clemency, and not ac- 
cording to our Deſerving. 


O that all the World would ſhew forth 


thy Praiſe, and devote themſelves to the 
Service of our Lord. Let all Kings of 
the Earth ſubmit themſelves unto him, 
and glory in the Name of his obedient 
Subjects. High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
let them praiſe the Name of the Lord, 
from this Time forth and for evermore: 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 


praiſed ; eſpecially in the Aſſembly of the 


Saints, and by thy Church and Houſe. 


hold ; 
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hold ; which we beſeech thee to keep, 


and to continue in thy true Religion. 
As thou ſheweſt to them that be in Error 
the Light of thy Truth, to the Intent 
that they may return into the Way e 

Righteouſneſs ; ſo grant unto all them that 

are admitted into the Fell«w/hip of Chriſt's 

Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe rl ah 

that are contrary to their Profeſſion, and 
follow all ſuch things as are agreeable to 
8 the ſame, 

Accept, moſt gracious God, of theſe 
unfeigned Deſires of us thy Servants, who, 
for our Parts, entirely dedicate ourſelves, 
both Souls and Bodies, unto thee, re- 
ſolving in all things to walk worthy of 
thee, who haſt called us to thy Kingdom 
and Glory, and bleſſed us alſo with ma- 
ny other good things, which make this 
_ to be a more eaſy Paſſage to a bet- 

We will never forget how much 
we are indebted to thee, but ſtudy to 
_ expreſs our grateful Remembrance of des 


Mercies, by living /oberly, 3 y 
and godly in this preſent 


Werld, looking for that ble is Is . . 
fed Hope, and the glorious Ap- 
bearing of the great God, and our Savi- 
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our Feſus Chriſt, Favour, we pray thee, 


theſe holyPurpoſes, with the conſtant Af- | 


ſiſtance of thy good Spirit; that we may 
be able to accompliſh that we have begun, 
and to perfect Holineſs in thy Fear. Help 
us to add to our Faith, Virtue ; 

2 _ 5* and to Virtue, Knowledge; and 
to Knowledge, Temperance ; 
and to Temperance, Patience; and to Pa- 
tience, Godlineſs ; and to Gedlineſs, Bro- 
therly-kindneſs ; and to Brotherly- kindneſs, 
Charity. That theſe things being in us, and 
abounding, they may make us to be neither 
barren, nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of 


9, Lord Teſus Chriſt. 


Preſerve us this Day eſpecially, that we 
ſwerve not preſently from theſe pious Re- 
ſolutions, but may give ſuch Proof of 
their Sincerity, by our being ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable in all Well-doing, notwith- 


ſtanding any Temptation to the contrary ; 


that we may have the better Hope we 
ſhall perſevere to the very End, through 
thy continued Grace in Chriſt Jeſus ; in 
whoſe Words we deſire all that thou ſeeſt 


needful either for our Souls or Bodies, for 


ourſelves or oitiers, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 


* 
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At NIGuT., 


E are here again proſtrate before 
thee, O Lord of Heaven and- 
Earth, to join ourſelves with all that holy 
Company, who reſt . 'of Doy and Night, 
ſaying, Holy, holy, il; Lord 
God Almighty, 10: ich avas, 
aid is, and i ts fo come. Thou art worth by, 
0 Lord, to receive Glery, Honour, and 
Power ; for thy list created all things, 
and for thy Pl:ofure the J are and were 
created, Bl Jed b: thy divine Goodneſs, 
which hat! 11 made the Clit Iren of : Men bat. 
little loue than the Angels and cCrLown= 
ed us W n fuch Glory and Honour, that 
we are capa! 0 accompany * that heaven= 
ly Hog, in 9.1127 continual Thanks and 
Praite unto thee. Praiſed be thy Name 
that we arc now live; and that we have 
the Uſe of our Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing; and enjoy ſo many of the Comforts 
and Conveniencies of this preſent Life; 
and have attained a good Hope through 
Chriſt Jeſus, of being immortally happy. 


Rev. iv. 8.11. 


O ho- 
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O how great was thy Love which ſent 
him into the World to direct us in the 
Way to that Happineſs, by his holy 
Doctrine and Life; and to be a Propi- 
tiation for our Sins by bis Death, and 
7: to ve the fir/t that ſhould riſe 
e from = Dead, - a 
ſber Light unto the World, We rejoice in 
that Light of Life; we moſt chearfully 
devote ourſelves to be the faithful Diſci- 
ples of him, the Prince of Peace, the 
Lord of Life and Glory, It is our Happi- 
neſs, as well as our Duty, to be govern- 
ed by him, and obey his Commands, 
We are ſenſible that they are all equal, 


juſt and good; and that thou haſt done 


us an infinite Kindneſs, in teaching us to 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and 


to live ſoberly, rizhteouſly and godly in 


this preſent World. 
And therefore we here again moſt 


heartily ſurrender our Wills to thine; 
deſiring that we may unchangeably 
. cleave unto it, with the greateſt and 
moſt entire Love and Affection to all its 
Commands, O that there may abide 
for ever in us ſuch a ftrong and power- 
us 
in 


ful Senſe of thy mighty Love towards 


— 


—2 
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in Chriſt Jeſus, as may conſtrain us 
freely and willingly to pleaſe thee in the 
conſtant Exerciſe of Piety and Devotion, 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy, Temperance 


and Charity, Meekneſs and Patience, 


Truth and Fidelity; together wich ſuch 
an humble, contented, and peaceable 
Spirit, as may adorn the Religion of our 
Lord and Maſter, O God, that theſe 
holy Deſires and Inclinations may never 
die, nor languiſh in our Hearts, but be 
kept alive in their Vigour and Force, by 
the perpetual Inſpirations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, DO: 
We wait upon thee for that Promiſe 
of our Saviour to aſſiſt and promote 
our ſincere Endeavours, to preſerve our 
Souls unblameable in the Love of thee 
our God, and of all Mankind, We 
heartily deſire the Proſperity and Wel- 
fare of every one of them, as well as 
our own. O that they were all fo wiſe 
and happy, as to acknowledge and 
ſubmit themfelves to thee, by obeying 
thy holy Laws. Eſpecially we deſire 
that all Kings and Princes may become 
our Saviour's Subjects; and conforming 
themſelves to his Will, may be rendred 
| thereby 
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thereby moſt excellent Examples to all 


other Men. Endue our Sovereign with 
abundance of the Spirit of Counſel and 
Judgment, and the Fear of our Lord. 
Make him happy in wiſe and faithful 
Miniſters; in loyal and peaceable Sub- 
jects; and in the good Succeſs of all his 
Enterprizes for the Honour of Religion, 
and his People's Tranquility. We com- 
mend to thy Mercies all our Friends, 
Relations, and Benefactors; deſiring that 


all who have done us good, may be re- 
quited an hundred- fold here, and obtain 
at laſt eternal Life. And all that have 
done evil to us, as we heartily forgive. 


them, ſo we carneſtly deſire they may 
obtain thy gracious P. 1 Together 


with theſe we remember lkewiſe all that 


are in Affliction, ne it be ei- 
ther of Soul or Body ; io whom we wiſh 


Faſe and Comfort, and ſeaſonable Re- 
lief; that they may rejoice in the End, 
for the Days wherein they have ſeen 


Adverſity. 
In theſe holy Thoughts and Deſires 


we now are bold to commend ourſelves. 
to thy Protection this Night, who 
haſt e and bleſſed us (we moſt 
chank- 
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thankfully acknowledge) all the Day paſt, 
We repoſe ourſelves in the Belief. of thy 
good Providence; with which we entruſt 
ourſelves, and all belonging to us. We 
would lay down ourſelves to fleep, with 
Hearts full of Love to thee, and humble 
Faith and Hope in thee, deſiring we may 
awake again in the ſame manner, and find 
that we are ſtill. with thee, Diſpoſe us, 
good Lord, by the Reſt thou giveſt us, 
always to ſerve thee more zealouſly with 
our renewed Spirits; that after the few 
Days and Nights we have to paſs in this 
World, we may come to thy eternal Reſt, 
together with Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe bleſ- 
ſed Name and Words we ſtill recommend 
ourſelves to thy Service, 


Dur Father, &c, 


PRAYERS 
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Friday Morning, 


God, moſt bleſſed for ever! whoſe 
the World is, and the Fulneſs there- 
ot, who needeſt not any thing that we can 
give thee, for thou giveſt us whatſoever | 
we enjoy, we proſtrate ourſelves before 
thee, to make ſuch poor Expreſſions as 
we are able, of the Senſe we have of thine 
infinite Bounty to us. It is but fit and 
meet that we ſhould acknowledge and 
praiſe thee, though we can thereby add 
nothing unto thee. It is our Happineſs 
to have a grateful Remembrance of thy 
Goodneſs to us, and to be knit unto thee 
in hearty Love and dutiful Affection all 
the Days of our Life. 
We thank thce, therefore, O Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, who haſt loaded us 
cConti- 


Z 
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continually with thy Benefits: They are 
great and many, more than we can num- 
ber, both towards our Bodies, and to— 


wards our Souls; for the Comfort of this 
Life, and our everlaſting Salvation in 


the Life to come. For ever adored be 


thy Love in Chriſt Jeſus, who haſt gi- 
ven us an undoubted Teſtimony of thy 
Fatherly Care and Providence over us, 
and encouraged us, though we have of- 
fended thee, to addreſs ourſelves to thee 
with good Hope of thy gracious Ac- 
ceptance of us into Friendſhip with thee 
ne 

We love thee, O Lord, above all 
things. We freely offer our Spirits, Souls 
and Bodies to thee, with moſt ſincere De- 
votion, and the hcartieſt Affection to 
thy Service. There is nothing we de- 
ſire and long for ſo much, as to have a 
lively Senſe of thy marvellous Love al- 
ways poſſeſſing our Hearts, that may ſtill 


conſtrain us to love thee, to obey the, to 


truſt in thee, to be content with thee Por- 
tion thy Love allots unto us, and to re- 


joice even in the Midſt of all the Trou- 


bles of this Life. 


We 
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We cannot chooſe, O Lord, when we 
ſeriouſly think of what thou haſt done 


for us, but abſolutely commit ourſelves | 
to thee, and entirely confide in thee for 


the Time to come. Since thou haſt not | 


ſtared thy own Son, but deli- | 
vered him up for us all, how | 
ſhalt thou not with him alſo freely give us 
all things? We depend upon thee eſpeci- 
ally for the Grace of thy holy Spirit; for 
the Power of which in our Hearts exciting 
theſe holy Deſires and godly Reſolutions, 
we moſt humbly thank thy divine Maje- 
ſty. O that we may feel it perpetually 
bearing us up by the Strength of our moſt 
holy Faith, and by the Power of Love 
and Hope, above all the Temptations 
which at any Time aſſault us. That we 
may keep ourſelves unſpotted from the 
World, and no Appetite of Pleaſure, of | 
Glory, or of Riches, may ever carry us | 
from our Duty ; but we may ſtill cleave 
to thee in Righteouſneſs, Purity, Humi- 
lity, Charity, and all other divine Vir- 
tues, of which our Lord hath given us ſo | 
great an Example. — 

For his ſake we hope for a favourable 
Acceptance of theſe our Praiſes, Acknow- | 
7 ledgments 


Rom. viii. 32. 


ts | 
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ledgments and Prayers. For we muſt 
be {till beholden to thine infinite Good- 
neſs, for the leaſt Regard to any Thing 
that we can do, who are but unprofita- 
ble Servants. And we wait upon the 
ſame Goodneſs for thy Bleſſing, to ac- 
company us all this Day, that we may 


do Nothing but what we know is plea- 


ſing to thee, and may be ſo proſpered, 
protected and aſſiſted by thine Almighty 
Power, that we may return with our 
Hearts full of Love and Thankfulneſs 
to thee in the Evening, again to praiſe 
and magnify thy continued Kindneſs 
to us. 3 

Unto which we commend moſt hear- 
tily the reſt of Mankind, defiring that 
they may all know thee, the true God 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; 
whom to know his eternal Life. And O 
that all Chriſtians would walk worthy 


1 of thy high and heavenly Calling, that 


others, ſeeing their good Works, may 
be invited thereby to acknowledge and 
glorify thee our heavenly Father: More 
particularly, we defire ſuch an Encreaſe 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs to all Chri- 
ſian Kings and Princes, that all their 
:Þ Subjects 
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Subjects may praiſe thee for the ſenſible 
Fruits of their Care and good Govern- 
ment, and ſuch a plentiful Portion of 
the Spirit of thy Grace to all Chriſtian 
Biſhops, . Prieſts and Deacons, that they 
may be eminent Inſtruments of thy Ho- 
nour, and their Peoples Good, by the 
Authority of their Doctrine and their godly 
Example. Make our Sovereign and us 
all happy in each other, by the faithful 
| Diſcharge of our ſeveral Duties, in the 

Places wherein thy moſt high Wiſdom 
hath ſet us. 5 

And we defire the Comfort of thoſe 
that mourn, the Eaſe of thoſe that are 
in Pain, the Health of the Sick, and Re- 
leaſe of poor Priſoners and Captives, the 
Quiet and Satisfaction of thoſe that are 
in Trouble and Anguiſh of Mind, and the 
true Content of all Men, in whatſoever 
Condition they are; that we may be all 
continually giving Thanks to thee, the 
Father of Mercies, for the Joy thou haſt 
{et before us, and the Hope we have, by 
running our Chriſtian Race with Pati- 
ence, to come to that bleſſed Place into 
which Jeſus our fore-runner is already 
entred for us; by whom we continue to 

Gs deſire, 
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deſire, in his own Words, that thou 
mayeſt be glorified every where in our 
well-doing, ſaying, as he hath taught 
us, „ 
Our Father, &c. 


A, NIGHT. 


Lord, the Almighty Creator and 
Governor of the World, how 
great and manifold are t = 
Works ? in Wiſdom baſt thou Pfl. 00-24 6. 
made them all, The Day is 
thine, the Night alſo is thine; thou haſt 


4 prepared the Light and the Sun. We 


thy Creatures, a ſmall Part of Mankind, 


proſtrate ourſelves before thee this Even- 


ing, in the humbleſt Adoration of thy 
Divine Majeſty, praiſing thy incompre- 
henſible Perfections, and rendring thee 


| our Thanks for all the Benefits thou haſt 


beſtowed on the whole World, eſpecially 
on us whom thou haſt called to the 
Knowledge of thy Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. 
It is a marvellous Love wherewith thou 


| haſt loved us. Thou haſt not dealt fo 


with all People; and as for t hy great 
" „„ nec 
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and . precious Promiſes, they have not 
known them. 


We are bound therefore more par- 


ticularly to offer up unto thee continu- 


ally ſpiritual Sacrifices by Chriſt Jeſus, 
and to laud and bleſs thy great and 
glorious Name in the Behalf of our- 
ſelves and the reſt of Mankind; among 
whom thou haſt left innumerable Teſti- 
monies of thy careful Providence, in that 
thou doſt them good, and givu- 

them Rain from Heaven, 
and fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts 
with Food and Gladneſs, We praiſe 


Acts xiv. 17. 


thee, we bleſs thee, we magnify and ex- | 


tol thy wiſe and powerful Goodneſs, we 
thank thee for thy never-ceaſing Boun- 


ty towards us; eſpecially that thou haſt 


vouchſaſed to ſend Jeſus Chriſt to re- 
ſtore. us, by his appearing among us, 
and his humbling himſelf to the Death 
for us, and his glorious Reſurrection from 
the Grave, and Aſcenſion on high to a 


Lite. 


We can do no leſs than devote our- 
ſelves, Souls and Bodies, eternally to 
thee, returning what we have received 


from 


bleſſed Hope of thy Mercy unto eternal 
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from thee, back again with the greateſt 
Love, and moſt grateful Acknowledg- 


ments. Accept, we pray thee, O molt 


gracious and merciful Father, of this 
ſmall Oblation we make thee, of our 
moſt hearty and unfeigned Reſolutions 
to worſhip and ſerve thee in the con- 
ſtant Exerciſe of Righteouſneſs, Mercy, 
Meekneſs, Patience, Humility, and Pu- 
rity, with whatſoever is lovely, and of 
good Report. And we humbly beg, thy 
Holy Spirit may conſtantly accompany 
us; enabling us to think of theſe Things, 
to cleave unto them, to delight in them, 
and to perſevere in a free and willing 
Peformance of all our Duty towards 
thee, and towards all Men, to our Lixes 
End. 

And we moſt heartily dete the reſt of 
Mankind may at laſt be ſo happy as to 
come acquainted with the exceeding Riches 
of thy Grace in Chriſt. O that 7% V. ays 
may be known upon Barth | 
aud thy ſaving Health among Ok 
all Nations; that all the Rom. xv. o. 6, 
Gentiles m 'rejoyce with thy 

People, pens we may with one Mind and 
ane Mouth glorify thee our God, even the 


1 5 Father 
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Father our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O that 
all Idolatry and Ungodlineſs, all Cruelty 
and Filthineſs, all Rapine and Violence, 
may be aboliſhed and rooted out of the 
Earth, and true Piety, Righteouſneſs, 
Holineſs, and Brotherly-kindneſs, may 
flouriſh in the room thereof. For which 
End, we beſeech thee, endue all Kings 
and Princes, eſpecially thoſe that are 
Chriſtiars, with a great Senſe of thy So- 
vereign Authority over all, that they 
may humbly obey thee, as they defire 
others ſhould obey them, and govern 
all their People with great Wiſdom, 


Uprightneſs, and a tender compaſſionate 


Care of their Welfare. O that no Co- 


vetouſneſs, Ambition, or Revenge, may 


rule in any Hearts, provoking them to 
War and Bloodſhed, but that there may 


be great Peace in all Lands, by obſerving 


the Holy Laws of the Prince of Peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


More particularly we recommend un- 


to thy Bleſſing, theſe Kingdoms where- 


in we live; beſeeching thee to be mer- 
ciful to our Sins, in giving us Grace 


to repent of them, and to bring forth 


Fruits meet for Repentance and Amend- 
„ ment 
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ment of Life, Bleſs our Sovereign, and 
all that are employed under him, either 
in Spiritual or Civil Affairs, with all 
thoſe Graces which are neceſſary for the 
right Diſcharge of their Duties in ſuch 
high Places. Proſper all their pious En- 
deavours, for the Good either of Mens 
Souls or outward Eſtates, that- truc Re- 
ligion and Virtue encreaſing, and all Un- 
godlineſs and Vice being put to Shame, 
we may become a renowned Nation, and 
a Praiſe in the Earth. We commend to 
thee alſo, O Father of Mercies, all thoſc 
who are in a diſtreſſed and ſorrow ful 
Condition, moſt earneſtly defiring their 
ſeaſonable Relief and Comfort, bs. their 
Releaſe from thoſe Troubles, when tho. 
pleaſeſt. 

And now that we are going to lay 
down ourſelves to ſleep, we. put our- 
ſ:lves and our Habitations, with all that 
belong unto us, into thy molt gracious 
Protection, hoping thou wilt take 


care of us, when we cannot ſo much 


as think how to ſecure ourſelves from 
any Danger that may approach us. 
Thou haſt been our Helper, Keeper, 
and Defender; therefore under the 
Ts -- Shadow 
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Shadow of thy Wings will we ſtill re- 
Joyce, 

When we cloſe our Eyes, let theſe 
Holy Thoughts of thee, and Affections 
towards thee, ſtill remain in us, and poſ- 
ſeſs our Hearts, that they may awake 
again with us in the Morning, and ſend 
up our Souls in renewed Love, and 
Thanks, and Praiſe to thy Divine Ma- 


deemer Chriſt Jeſus, in whoſe Words 
we continue to implore thy Mercies to- 
wards us; 


Our Father «hich art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom come a 


Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 


Heaven : Give us this Day our daily 
Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us: 
And lead us not into Temptation, but deli- 
ver as from Evil, &c. 


PRAYERS | 


jeſty, by cur bleſſed Saviour and Re- : 
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Saturday Morning, 


Lord, all thy Works praiſe thee, 
and declare the Greatneſs of thy 
Majeſty, Power, Wiſdom and Bounty, 
which ſurpaſs all Underſtanding. Thou 


art good unto all, and thy tender Mercies 


are over all thy Works. Thou art holy 
in all thy Ways, and righteous in all thy 
Doings ; and keepeſt Truth for ever. Thy 


Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, Gund: 


thy Dominion endureth throughout all” 
Generations. We all decay aud periſh; 


J the Heavens themſelves wax old like a: 


Garment, but thou. art the ſame, and thy: 
Years ſhall have no. End. 

We adore thee, O Lord moſt high, 
and moit willingly join our Hearts and' 
Voices this Morning, together with all tlie 

3 Holt. 
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Hoſt of Heaven and Earth, to laud and 
praiſe thy glorious Name, and give Thanks 
unto thee, whoſe Mercy endureth for ever. 
We think ourſelves happy that we know 
thee, and that we live under the Care and 
Providence of thine Almighty and moſt 


wiſe Goodneſs; and that we have a good 


Hope, not only of thy Bleſſing and Fa- 
vour here, but of Lite for evermore. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, for ſending thy 


Son Jeſus to give us theſe Hopes, by his 
Death, and Reſurrection, and Aſcention 


to Heaven, and the Coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Blefſed be thy Name, who haſt 
trained us up in his Religion, and given 


us the Means and Opportunities to know 


that Love of thine which pafſes Know- 


ledge. We thank thee for all the bleſſed 


Operations and Motions of thy Holy Spi- 
rit in our Hearts, and that thou haſt ſo 
early inclined us to fear thee, and Jove 


| thee, and place our Contentment and Sa- 


tisfaction in thy Love and Favour, which 
is better than Life itſelf. And that thou 
haſt alſo added a Number of other Mer- 


cies, for our comfortable Subſiſtence in 
this World, having granted us fo long 
Health, Peace and Plenty; a great mahy 


Friends, 
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Friends, loving Relations and Acquaint— 
ance; and continued the Enjoyment of 
them to this Day, though we be ſo un- 
worthy of the leaſt of thy Favours, We 
thank thee, O God, that now thou haſt 
graciouſly renewed thy Kindneſs unto us, 
in protecting us the laſt Night from all 
the Powers of Darkneſs, and every evil 
Accident, and railing us up this Morn- 
ing in Health and Safety, to praiſe thy 
Goodneſs. | 
More eſpecially we praiſe thee for 
any Senſe we have of theſe thy Mercies, 
humbly waiting on thee for the Encreaſe 
of it, and for thy gracious Pardon of all 
our Unthankfulneſs and undutiful Beha- 
viour towards thee, which we moſt hear- 


tily bewail, and deſire, and will endea- 


vour to amend. 
And for that End we implore the Help 
of thy Holy Spirit, which our Lord hath 


_ encouraged us to aſk of thee, and told 


us thou wilt not deny to thoſe that ear- 
neſtly ſeek it, and continue to knock 
importunately at the Gate of Mercy for 
it, We believe all his Promiſes to be 
faithful and true; and therefore hum- 
bly depend on the mighty Power to 

F 6 --- © pwengthen 
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ſtrengthen and enable us to do our Du- 
ty towards thee, and- towards all Men ; 
with Care, and Diligence, and Zeal, and 
Perſeverance to the End. Endure us, 
good Lord, with a Spirit of true and fer- 
vent Devotion to thee our Creator and 1 
Redeemer ; with upright, juſt, and cha- 66] 
ritible Hearts to all our Neighbours ; [ 
and with temporate, contented and hum- Sn t 
ble Minds, in every Condition and State 1 
of Life, unto which thou ſhalt Pr to | 
call us. 
| Help us to be meek and gentle in our f 
Converſation ; _ prudent and diſcreet in 
ordering all our Affairs; good and uſe- MF | 
{ 
| 


ful in every Relation ; obſervant of thy 

Fatherly Providence in every Thing that 
| befals us; grateful for thy Benefits ; 
1 patient under thy Chaſtiſements, and rea- 4 
| dily diſpoſed to every good Word and 
| Work. Preſerve in us a conſtant Re- | 
membrance of thine All-ſeeing Eye; of 
the many Promiſes and Vows we have 
made of Fidelity to thee; of thine in- 
eſtimable Love in Chriſt Jeſus, where. 
of thou haſt given us ſo many Pledges; 
and of the great Account we muſt give 
to him, the Judge of all, at the Day w 
| - 


2 * 
2 
- 3 
8 
7 
5 
* 
28 
LS 
* 2 
374 
wo b 
5 
N 
3 
aL — 
30 
* 
1* 4 
RI * 
4 % 
* 
3 
N * 
1 
1 
l 
3 
3 
Pe 
We 2 
E 
"2M: 
48 


138: 


Saturday. Prayers for Families. log 
his Appearing; that ſo we may continue 


ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, and be abundant 


in the Work of the Lord, knowing that 
our Labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 

Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from all 
inordinate Cares and Deſires; from vain 
Hopes, and cauſeleſs Fears; and fo diſ- 
poſe our Hearts, that Death itſelf may not 
be dreadful to us, but we may welcome 
it with a chearful Countenance, when and' 
howſoever it ſhall approach. 

O that our Hearts may be fo firmly 


ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the true Reli- 


gion, and our Minds kept ſo free from all 
Deluſions, that Nothing may affright us, 
or ſhake our Conſtancy, but we may ra- 
ther chooſe to die, than diſhonour our Sa- 
viour, who died for us. We reſign our- 
ſelves to thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who 
knoweſt what is beſt for us, hoping thou 
wilt never ſuffer us to be 
tempted above what we are 
able, and wilt with the Temptation alſh 
make a Way to eſcape, that we may be able 
to bear it. 

We commend unto thee, likewiſe, 


1. Cor. x. 12; 


all Mankind, eſpecially thy Church and 


choſen People; theſe Kingdoms more 
| | parti- 
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particularly, of which we are Members; 
that we may be all faithful in our Lord 
Chriſt, and zealous of good Works. 
Bleſs our Sovereign, his Counſellors, hi; } 
Miniſters, and all employed in public 
Buſineſs, whether Spiritual or Civil ; that 
they may be conſcientiouſly induſtrious, 
and whatſoever they do, may proſper for 
the Good of all thoſe who are committed 
to their Charge. Be gracious to all our 
Friends, and thoſe who are dear unto us. 
Keep us in all thy Fear, and Love, and 
Obedience, while we live ; and make us 
willing to die, and to be with Chriſt, 
which is beſt of all, Guide us, good 
Lord, and govern us by the ſame Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that we may be 
fo united to thee here, as not to be eter- 
nally ſeparated, when thou art pleaſed 
to order our Departure hence : But that 
we all at laſt may have an happy Meet- 
ing in the other and better World, to 
dwell with thee in Love and Joy that 
ſhall never die, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, in whoſe Words 

we {till beſeech thee to hear us, 

Our Father, &c. 


A. 
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At NIGHT. 


LL Honour and Glory, Thanks 
and Praiſe, Love and Service be 
rendered by us, and all other reaſonable 
Creatures, to thy great and glorious Ma- 
jeſty, O Lord, who haſt brought us into 
the World, and preſerved our Life moſt 
tenderly to this Moment, and made it 
ealy and comfortable to us by more 
Mercies than we can number: And to all 
the former haſt added thoſe of this Day, 
which we have paſſed in Peace and Health, 
and Safety, bleſſed be thy never-ceaſing 
Goodneſs. Above all, we acknowledge 
thy unconceivable Love in Chriſt Jeſus, 
by whom thou haſt made a gracious Pro- 
viſion for our Souls, and their everlaſting 
1 in the other World, having 
ſent him to us with the Promiſes of eternal 
Life, and to be the Way and Director to 
it; and given him to die, that he might 
ſeal his Promiſes with his Blood; and 
raiſed him again from the Dead, that 
our Faith and Hope might be in thee, 
O God, 


He 
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Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei— 


ther did enter into the Heart 


1 Cor. ii. 9. of Man the things which thou 


haſt prepared for them that love thee. 
We love thee, O Lord, and give ourſelves, 
both Soul and Bodies, to thee ; moſt ear- 
neſtly defiring to be inſpired with ſuch a 
Senſe of thy infinite Goodneſs, that we 
may love thee more, and ſerve thee better, 
with all our Heart, and with all our Soul, 
and with all our Strength, 

We confeſs, we have not walked wor- 
thy of the great Benefits we have receiv- 
ed; and therefore may juſtly fear thou 
ſhould'ſt with-hold thy tender Mercies, 
and ſhut up thy Loving-kindneſs in Diſ- 
pleaſure. But the Deſires and holy Re- 
ſolutions thou haſt wrought, and con- 
tinueſt in our Souls, to amend and be- 
come ſtill more fruitful in all good 
Works; encourage us to hope in thee 
for Pardon through the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and for the Aſſiſtance of thy 
holy Spirit, to enable us to accompliſh 
that which we intend and purpoſe, to 
grow more and more in Wiſdom and 


Knowledge, and in Righteouſneſs and 


true Holineſs. 
O chat 
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O that this Image of thine may «# 
pear every Day fairer and more beautiful 
before thee, and in the Sight of all Men 
That ſo we may adorn the Religion we 
profeſs, and be a good Example unto 
others, and have a ſolid Foundation of 
Peace and Comfort in our own Hearts, 
and be able to hope in thee for thy future 
Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, even unto eternal 
Lite. 

We commend ourſelves to thy wonted 
Grace; and in a Senſe of what thou haſt 
done already for us, and what thou haſt 
promiſed to do, depend on thy Goodneſs 
for what thou ſeeſt profitable and conduc- 
ing to our chiefeſt Good; referring our- 
ſelves wholly to thy wiſe Will and Plea- 
ſure; and reſolve contentedly to ſubmit 
to thy Appointments, thankfully to receive 
thy Me: cies, and to reſt fatished wich our 
Portion, whatſoever it be that thou ordereſt 
for us, Make us but ſtedfaſt in thy Faith 
and Love, unwearied in Well-doing, 
= patient and conſtant under all Sufferings, 
full of a lively Hope in thy Mercy, and 
willing to die when, and as thou pleaſeſt, 
and we have enough, 


In 
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In Confidence that thou heareſt us, and 
art every where, and never ſlumbereſt 


nor ſleepeſt, we commit ourſelves to the 
Cuſtody of thy 'watchful Providence this 


Night, to be ſecured and protected by 
| thee, when we cannot at all attend to our 
own Preſervation, May it pleaſe thy 
Goodneſs to give this whole Family a 


comfortable Reſt and Repoſe ; to defend 


this Habitation, and all about us, from 
Fire, and ſuch like fad Accidents ; to de- 
liver us from the Power of evil Spirits, 
and of evil Men, and to raiſe us in Health 
and Chearfulneſs to praiſe thee, and to 
glorify thee, both in Soul and Body the 
next Day, 

Then will we ſing of thy Power, yea, 


Pal. Ivi. 16, 


7. cy in the Morning, becauſe thou 


haſt been our Defence, and our 
Refuge at all Times. Unto thee, O our 


Strength, will we ſing; for God is our 


Defence, and the God of our Mercy, We 
will praiſe the Lord with our 


Fl. eri. 1. bel Heart, in the Aſſembly of 
PAL xi. 1.2. the Upright, and in the Congre- 


gation. For it is a good thing 


to give Thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing 


Praiſes 


we will ſing aloud of thy Mer- 
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turn unto the Lord, and all the 15. 


N icedneſf, and their Thrones 
may be eſtabliſhed by Righteouſneſs, And 
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Praiſes unto thy Name, O moſt high, to 


Jhew forth thy Loving-kindneſs in the 
Morning, and thy . uneſs every 
Night. 


The Earth is thine, and the Pulneſs 
thereof; the World, and they 
that dwell therein, Let all the 
People praiſe thee, O God, let all the Peo- 


Pſal. xxiv. 1. 


ple praiſe tbee. O that all the Ends of the 


World would remember and 
Pſal. xxii. 27 


Kindreds of the Nations wr- 


ſhip before him. lor the Kingdom is the 


Lord's, and he 1s the Governor among the 
Nations, Bleſs eſpecially all Chriſtian 
Kings and Princes, that it may be an Abo- 


mination to them ta commit 8 


encline the Hearts of all thoſe who have 


any Authority in theſe Kingdoms, to love 


and hold fait thy true Religion, and to live 
according to it; that by Mercy 
and Truth, the King may be 

preſerved, and bis Throne be 


Prov. xx. 28, 
29. 14. 


upbolden by Mercy. Let him faithfully 


Judge the 8 that his Throne may be 
eftabliſhed for ever, = 
Ve 
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We heartily deſire the Eaſe, Peace and 
Satisfaction of all thoſe who are in Pain, 
Trouble and Perplexity; and that all 
poor miſerable People may find Supply 
of their Wants from thy Bounty, and 
the Charity of thoſe on whom thou haſt 
beſtowed Plenty and Abundince, We 
bumbly alſo wait for thy Blefling upon 
all our Relations and Friends, truſting in 
thee for ſuch a Meaſure f Health, and 
all other good Things as thou judgett uſe- 
ful for us; and eſpecially that the Lord 
Jeſus will deliver us from every evil 
13 Wark, and preſerve us to his 

mom beavenly Kingdom: To whom 
ve Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, hal- 
owed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom come: 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven: Give us this Day our daily 
Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us : 
And lead us nit into Temptation, but de- 
liver us from Evil, &c. 
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A ſhorter Morning Prayer for any Day 
in the Week, when there is not Time, 


by reaſon of ſome extraordinary Occa- 
ions, for the other. 


'S Moſt great and glorious God, the 


Sovereign of the World, upon 
whom we continually depend ; to whom 
we owe all the Love, the Service, and 
the Praiſe that we are able to lender to 
all Eternity : We adore thy infinite Mer- 


cy, from whence we have received fo 


many Bleſſings for the Comfort of this 
Life; and by which we have a ſure Hope 


of good Things in the Life to come. Bleſ- 


fed be thy Goodneſs, which hath not ſuf- 


fered us to wander, without Inſtruction, 
after the fooliſh Deſires of our own Hearts, 


but haſt clearly ſhewn us where our Hap- 


pineſs lies. We receive with all Thank 
fulneſs thoſe holy Words which teach 
us the Bleſſedneſs of Poverty and Content- 


edneſs of Spirit; of Meekneſs and Hu- 


mility of Mind; of Hungering and Thirſt- 
ing after Righteouſneſs; of Mercifulneſs 


and Purity of Heart; of Peaceableneſs, 


and patient Suffering for doing the Will 
of « our Lord Chriſt, 


O that 
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O that we may have Grace to labour 
always to be of the Number of thoſe 
bleſſed Souls that never ſet their Hearts 
on any Thing ſo much as theſe heavenly 
Virtues! O that we may ever think and 
feel ourſelves happy in the Comfort of 
thoſe great and precious Promiſes of being 
made the Children of the Higheſt, the 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
at laſt, of ſeeing thee our God. It ſuf- 
fices, O Lord, that we have theſe glori- 
ous Hopes hereafter; which make us 
believe, thou wilt not let us want what is 
neceſſary for us, whilſt we continue here 
We commend ourſelves, with an humble 
Confidence, to thy watchful Providence 
this Day, beſeeching thee to guide and aſ- 
fiſt us, that in all our Deſires, Words and 
Actions, we may keep ourſelves inno- 
cent and undefiled before thee, and be 
dif; oſed to do all Good, as we have Op- 
portunity. 
And we heartily deſire that all Man- 
kind may be filled with the ſame De- 
votion to thee; and eſpecially, that 
all Chriſtian People may glorify thy 
Name, and be joyful in thee. And the 
greater any are in Dignity and Power, 
raiſe 
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raiſe their Spirits to the greater Pitch of 
Wiſdom, Mercy and Piety, that they 
may right thoſe that ſuffer Wrong, and 
defend thoſe that have no Helper; and 
provide for the Eaſe and Comfort of all 
miſerable Creatures, to the utmoſt of their 
Power. In this ardent Charity we com- 
mit both Souls and Bodies to thee, be- 
ſeeching thee to encreaſe our Love to thee, 
and to all Men, till we be fit to be tranſ- 
lated to the Region of Love and Joy, and 
perfect Satisfaction through Chriſt Jeſus, 


—_ hath taught us, when we pray, to 
may, OO 
Our Father, &c. 


8 
U — — 


Another ſhort Prayer for the Morning. 


Bleſſed God, be thou acknowledg- 
; ed, praiſed and loved by us, and 
all the Children of Men, on whom 
thou poureſt continually thy Benefits. 
They are great and many; we know 
not the Sum, nor underſtand the Value 
of them. The Angels themſelves ad- 
mired thy Love to us in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and are become miniſtring Spirits to 
them 
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them who are Heirs of Salvation. We 
enjoy the continual Fruits of thy watch- 
ful Providence, by which we have been 
kept in Peace and Safety the laſt Night, 
ard are raiſed this Morning in Health and 
Strength, both of Body and Mind, be- 
holding all Things belonging to us juſt 
as we left them with thee, when we 
went to ſleep, 8 
Accept, we moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, of this poor Tribute of Praiſe and 
Thanks, together with the hearty Ob- 
lation of our Souls and Bodies, which 
we here dedicate again to thy Service. 
Vouchſafe us the continued Aſſiſtance of 
the Grace of thy holy Spirit, to enable 
us to make good thoſe Vows that are 
upon us, of obediently keeping thy holy 
Will and Commandments, and walking 
in the ſame all the Days of our Life. 
Pardon, good Lord, all our Breaches of 
this ſacred Covenant. Deal not with us 
according to our Sins, neither reward us 
after our Iniquities; but in the Multitude 
of thy tender Mercies pity our Errors 
and Wandrings, and l us againſt our 
Infirmities, 


Give 
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Give us leave this Day to put our- 
ſelves into thy powerful Protection, and 
to depend on thee for thy merciful Gui- 
dance and Aſſiſtance, that we may be 
more faithful to thee in the Diſcharge of 
our Duties, and never ſwerve from the 
Rules of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, Cha- 
rity and Godlineſs. So ſhall we return 
with joyful Hearts to praiſe thee in the 


Evening, and teach thoſe who ſhall 


come after us, to continue thy Praiſes in 
the next Generation. Amen, for thy 
Mercies ſake in Chriſt Jeſus; in- whoſe 


Words we preſent the earneſt Deſires of 
our Hearts, for ourſelves, and all cur 


Brethren, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


— — 


— 


A ſhort Prayer for the Evening, when 


there is no Time for the longer. 


N God, we thy Creatures who have 

taſted liberally of thy Bounty 
many Ways, and been bletled in our, 
ſeveral Employments, and mercifally 
preſerved from ſeveral Dangers this Day, 


are here met to join togecher in moit 


(; Wo he ty 


122 Prayers for Families. 

hearty Thankſgivings to thy divine Ma- 
jeſty, which with one Accord we offer 
uß unto thee. It is the greateſt Happineſs 
of all, we acknowledge, that we have 
any Senſe of thee in our Minds; any Love 
to thee in our Hearts ; any Remembrance 


of thy Benefits ; any holy Diſpoſitions to 


obey thee, and any Hopes that thou wilt 
pardon our Sins, and make us Partakers 
of eternal Life. 

All that we deſire of thee, O Lord, 
is the Continuance and Encreaſe of this 
Happineſs, that we may be poſſeſſed 


with a ſtronger Senſe of thy Majeſty, 


thy Sovereign Power, thy unſearchable 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth, and be 
filled with a more ardent Love to thee, 


and to all Righteouſneſs, and delight 
to do thy Will in every Thing, and re- 


joyce in hope of thy immortal Glory, 
As forall the Things of this Life, in grate- 
ful Remembrance of thy many paſt 
Mercies, we intirely truſt thee for the 
Time to come, reſerring ourſelves to 
thy Wiſdom, and refolving to be con- 


tent with that Portion which thy good 


Providence is pleaſed to aſſign us. 


He! lp us but to be ſtedlfaſt and immove- 
able 
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able in the Work of our Lord, to bring 
forth all the Fruits of the Spirit, Love, 
Foy, Peace, Long-ſulfering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs and Temperance, 
and we ſhall think ourſelves rich enough, 
and well provided for in every ſtate and 
Condition of Life. 

In theſe holy Thoughts and Deſires, 
we commend ourſelves to thy gracious 
Protection this Night, hoping to find. 
them freſh and lively .in our Souls when 
we awake in the Morning ; and defiring 


with all the Happineſs of the reſt of the 
World, that they may know thee, and 


acknowledge thee, and be guided unto, 
and Walk in the Way that leads to ever- 
laſting Life, through Chriſt Jeſus our 
blefled Redeemer; in whoſe powerful 
Name, and comprehenſive Words, vie 
continue to pray as he bath taught us, 


laying, 
Our Father, &c. 


"(72 Another 


_ 
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Another for the Evening. 


JN an humble and thankful Senſe, O 

Lord of Heaven and Earth, of our 
intire Dependance on thee, and of the 
Duty we owe thee, and the many Pro- 
miles and Vows wherein we ſtand en- 
gaged to thee, we fall down before thee 
this Evening, and with all Reverence 
worthip thy divine Majeſty, giving thee 
the Glory that is due unto thy Name, 
ard acknowledging thy multiplied Mer- 
cics to us, particularly thoſe of this Day, 
to the Concluſion of which thou haſt no 
ſafely brought us, with new Reſolutions 
in our Hearts to continue for ever in th 
Faith, and Fear, and Love, and Obe- 
dence, 

It is but juſt and reaſonable, and we 
fecl likewiſe, by daily Experience, that 
it is our Happineis to keep thy Command- 
mcnts, and to maintain chearful Thoughts 
of thee, and an hearty Friendthip with 
thec, by complying in all Things with 
thy holy Will. O pardon our Polly, 
moſt gracious God, in forſaking at any 
Time that perfect Rule, 1 to follow our 


OWN 


2 
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own unruly Defires. Pardon us, we be- 
ſcech thee for we know not how to pardon 
ourſelves for ſuch Ingratitude to thee and 
Cruelty to ourſelves. It is the Grief of . 
our Hearts, that we have in the leaſt of- 
fended thee, and our moſt earneſt, un- 
feigned Defire to be preſerved hereafter m 
an exact Conformity to our Rule in every 


Thing. Yea, we would delight to do 


thy Will, O God, and take ſuch a Plea - 
ſure in all the Acts of Righteouſneis, 
Mercy, Meekneſs, and Gentleneſs to our 
Neighbours; and in praiſing and acknow- 
ledging thee, the God of all Grace, an! 
living in an humble Senſe of thy Bounty 
and our own Undeſervings, and in a tem- 
perate and thankful Uſe of all thy Bleſſ- 
ings, that we may have the continual 
Feaſt of a good Conſcience, and the con- 
ſtant Comfort and Satisfaction of having 
thee always for our Friend, and our 
gracious Father in Chriſt Jeſus. 
O thou, who art the Inſpirer of ſuch 


holy Counſels, Deſires and Purpoſes, keep 


them for ever in our Hearts. Encon- 


rage, ſtrengthen and encreaſe them, that 


after the Reſreihment of a quiet Sleep 
this Night, we may feel them lively and 


83 power- 
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powerful in the Morning, and with re- 


newed Joy we may ſtill devote ourſelves 


to thy faithful Service, O that our 


Friends, and all thy People in every 


Place, may partake of the ſame Mercies 
we deflie for ourſelves ; and howſoever 
we are ſevered one from another in 
this World, grant us an happy Meeting 
at the Day of our Lord, in whoſe Words 


we pray thee to hear us, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, hal- 


towed be thy Name: Thy Kingdom come: 


Thy Mill be done in Farth, as it is in 


Heaven: Give us this Day our daily 


Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us: 
And lead us nat into Temptation, but de- 
liver us from Evil, &c. 
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A prey, for the Morning, to be faid by 


any Perſon alone, 


O Moſt holy, bleſſed and elogious Ma- 
y of Heaven and Earth, who 


art Ex all Things, becauſe they all 
receive their Being from thee ; and who 


art of thyſelf infinite in all perfections; 

before thee, who art ſo Great and Incom- 
prehenſible, I moſt humbly proſtrate my- 
ſelf this Morning, rejoycing in this happy 
Liberty which thou vouchſateſt me of 
retiring my Thoughts a little from this 


World, to look up unto thee, the Father 
of my Being. 


I adore and praiſe thy nat Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, I heartily a 
knowledge the Duty which I owe hes: 
both as I am thy Creature, and as I am a 

84 Chriſtian. 
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Chriſtian, I bewail all my Neglects of 
it, my Backwardneſs unto it, or Coldneſs 


in it, I entreat thy gracious Pardon, and 
engage myſelf, for the Time to come, 


more heartily and firmly to thy Obedi- 
ence, beſceching the Grace of thy Holy 
Spirit to enable me to perform all thoſe 
Engagements which are upon me. And 
bleſſed be thy Fatherly Goodneſs, which 
hath ſo often prevented me with that 
Grace, Iowe to it all the good Thoughts 
and Inclinations that are in my Heart; 
all thoſe Motions that I feel in my Soul 
towards thee, as my chiefeſt Good, wich 
all the Effects and Fruits of them in my 
Life and Actions, which encourage me 


to hope in thee for the conſtant Help of 


it, to further me in Well-doing unto the 


nd. 


O thou, who haſt ſent thy Son from 


Heaven to dwell among us, who haſt not 


ſpared his Life, but given bim up for us 
all; who haſt raiſed him from the Dead, 
and made him Heir of all Things; who 
haſt given him all Power in Heaven and 
Earth, that he may bleſs us, and do us 


good; deny not the Deſires of a Soul that 
offers up itſelf entirely in ſincere Aﬀec- 


tion 


| 


S- 
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action to thy Service. But aſſiſt me ſo 
mightily from above, that I may make 
thee my conſtant Acknowledgments like- 
wiſe for the ſenſible Fruits of his Life, 


Death, Reſurrection and Exaltation pro- 


duced in my Heart, growing - more and 
more in all Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Pu- 
rity, Humility, Goodneſs, and every 
other Divine Virtue, For which End 
preſerve me always in ſuch a ſcrious Tem- 
per of Mind, that the Senſe of my Duty 
to thee may make me always ready, and 
forward to it, and the Senſe of my Weak- 
neſs may make me watchful and diligent ; 


and the Senſe of my former Negligence, 


excite me to be fervent in Spirit; and the 
Goodneſs of thy Commands may render 
me more fruitful and abundant in the 
Work of the Lord; and the great Danger 
I have eſcaped, and the Bleſſedneſs before 
me, may provoke me to perſevere molt 
patiently in all Well-doing, with Joy and 
Thankfulneſs, fo that J may be like to 
Chriſt Jeſus, my gracious Lord and Maſ- 
ter, and do him Honour here in this 
World, and walk worthy of the Privi- 
leges he hath beſtowed on me, and mike 


grateful Returns for all the vail Receipts | 
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have had from thy moſt bounteous Mer- 
cy. O that all my Acknowledgments 
and pious Affections may be turned into 
Actions of Holineſs and Piety, and all 
my Actions may be ſpirited with Zeal, 
and all my Zeal be regulated with Pru- 
_ dence, and my Prudence be void of all 
Guile, and joined with perfect Integrity 
of Heart, that adorning thy moſt holy 
Faith and Profeſſion, by a religious, 
upright, charitable and diſcreet Converſa- 
tion whilſt I am here, I may receive 
Approbation and Praiſe at the Day of the 
Lord Jeſus, and be numbered among thy 
Sainis in Glory everlaſting. 
This, O Lord, is the Sum of all my 
Deſires. Diſpoſe me, by every Thing 
that befals me, for eternal Life, and it 
ſufficeth. I wholly leave my Concerns 
in this Life to the Wiſdom of thy Good. 
neſs, that thou mayeſt order what thou 
judgelt to be fiticit for me. I truſt thee 
with myſelf, and all I have, hoping thou 
wilt preſerve me from all Things hurtful, 
and lead me to all Things profitable for 
my Salvation, 
The like I wiſh to all the World, that 
Unbelievers may be tranſlated out of 
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the Kingdom of Darkneſs into the King- 
dom of thy dear Son, and they who 
are called by the Name of Chriſt may 

depart from all Iniquity. Inſpire all Kings 
and Princes of the Earth, eſpecially our 
Sovereign, with great Wiſdom and Cha- 
rity, and make them like to thee, the 
Lord of all, who art good unto all, and 
pleafed in Mercy. Endue all our Paſtors | 
1 Guides with true Knowledge, Piety 
and Zeal, and give me and all Chriſtian 
People Grace to receive their Inſtructions 
with a meek, humble and obedient 
Heart. 

Thou knoweſt the Sorrows, Troubles, 
and Perplexities of all afflicted Perſons, 
for whom 1 implore thy compaſſionate 
Relief. Support them with a lively Faith 
and Hope in thy precious Promiſes; diſ- 
poſe x thereby to a more ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of thy holy Commands, and 


convert their preſent Sufferings into end- 


leſs Joys, when they have brought forth 
the peaceble Fruit of Righteouſneſs. And 
whilſt thou art pleaſed to continue to me 
that Eaſe, Plenty and Proſperity which I 
enjoy, fill me with ſuch a Senſe of thy 
undeſerved Goodneſe that I may be the more 
G 6 ready 
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ready to do good to thoſe who art in 


Miſery, and by a ſober and moderate Uſe 


of thy Bleſſings, be prepared to endure 
patiently whatfoever Change thou ſhalt | 
be pleaſed to order for me, into a worſe. 
Condition. 


Preſerve me all this Day in Innocence 


and in Love to thee, and to all Men. 


And ſince in all my Ways 
Moe i. ©. I acknowledge thee, do thou 
direct my Paths, and teach me 

guide my Affairs with Diſcretion, 
Thou art my Hope and my Confidence, 
my Satisfaction and my Peace, my Glory 
and my Joy; therefore never leave me 


nor forſake me, but conduct me ſafely 


by thy Counſel through all the Buſineſſes 
and Enjoyments, through all the Temp- 


tations and Troubles of this Life, to that 


bleſſed Place where our Lord leſus liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the Unity of 
the ſame Spirit, World without end. 


Anmien. 


Our Father, &c. 


A Pr as er 
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A Prayer for the Evening. 


NJ Lord, the Creator of the World, 
and the Redeemer of Mankind, 
who knoweſt all Things, and canſt do 
what thou pleaſeſt, and wilt do that 
which is beſt for thy Children, and haſt 
done us a World of Good already, and 
promiſed to do more for us, if we be 
obedient, than we can aſk or think, and 
haſt given us the greateſt Aſſurance of the 
Truth of thoſe Promiſes by thy Son Je- 
ſus who died for us, and whom thou haſt 


raiſed from the Dead, and given him the 
Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath 
poured forth abundantly, to ſhed abroad 


thy Love in our Hearts, I fall down. 
before thee in the loweſt Manner, to ex- 
preſs my Fear and Reverence of thy Al- 
mighty Power ; my Admiration of, and 
Submiſſion to, thy unſearchable Wiſdom ; 
my hearty Love and thankful Acknow- 


ledgment of thy wondrous Goodneſs; m 


Truſt and Conf dence in thy faithful 
Promiſes; with my Readineſs, and ſincere 


| Purpoſes, to perform all Obedience to 


thy holy Commands, 


There 
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There is nothing, O Lord, fo af- 


flictive to me, as the Remembrance that 


I have any Time offended thy Sovereign 
Authority, I am heartily ſorry for the 
Breaking of any of thy facred, righteous 
and good Laws. I abhor the Thoughts 
of doing ſo again, and proteſt eternal 


Enmity to all that is contrary to thy 


bleſſed Will, addicting myſelf with molt 
hearty Affection to thy true and faithful 
Service. Pardon me therefore, moſt gra- 


cious and merciful Father, and accept 


theſe holy Reſolutions which thou haſt 


inſpired me withal. Strengthen, I be- 
ſeech thee, and further them with thy 
continued Grace, that no ſudden Deſires, 
vehement Inclinations, ineffectual Pur- 
poſes, no nor partial Performances, may 
deceive and lead me into a falſe Opinion 
of myſelf, but I may bring forth actual- 
ly, and with a conſtant Spirit, all the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by 
Chriſt Jeſus, to the Praiſe and Glory of 
thee my God. Poſſeſs me with ſuch a 
deep and ſtrong Senſe of thy ſupream 


Authority over all, of the Obligations I 
have to thee, and the great Kindneſs thou 


haſt done me in engaging me to be thy 
Servant, 
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Servant, that Religion may be the very 
Buſineſs of my Life, and my greateſt 
Pleaſure may be to rg thee in every 
Thing, and my higheſt Deſign to at- 
tain that bleſſed Immortality which Chriſt 
Jeſus hath promiſed, 

O lift up my Affections more and 
more to thoſe Things above, where he 
is, that Heaven may have my Heart, 
whilſt this World hath my Body, and 
I may have perfect Contentment of Mind 
in Well-doing and Patient-ſuffering, and 
the good Hope I have of being eternal- 
ly beloved of thee, the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, may make me rejoice 
evermore. Free me from all inordinate 
Cares for the Things of this Life, from all 
Diſtruſt of thy good Providence, from all 
Repining at any Thing that befalls me, and 
enable me in every Thing to give Thanks, 
believing that all Things are ordered by 
the greateſt Reaſon, and ſhall work toge- 
ther for Good to thoſe that love thee, 

I doubt not of thy Fatherly Affection 
to thoſe that ſtudy, in all Sinceri:y, to 
approve themſelves unto thee ; and there- 

fore ſtill reſolved to leave myſelf intirely 

to thy wiſe Counſels, that thou mayeſt 
%%% diſpoſe 
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me into ſuch a Condition as thou ſeeſt beſt 
for me in this World. Remember me but 
of my Duty, quicken and excite me to it, 
ſtrengthen me in the Doing of it, ſupport 
me under all Diicouragements, adviſe me 
in all difficult Caſes, and comfort me with 
a ſtedfaſt Belief of thy holy Word, and 
I ſhall ever be giving Thanks and Praiſe 
unto thee, who dealeſt fo bountifully with 
me. 

Into thy Hands I commend this Night 
both Soul and Body, which have been 
mercifully preſerved in Safety all this 
Day. I repoſe myſelf in the Belief of 
thy watchful Providence, and that thou 
giveſt thy Angels Charge over us, and 
art about our Beds, and about our Paths, 
and ſpieſt out all our Thoughts, O con- 
tinue theſe holy Thoughts and Deſires in 
me till I fall aſleep, that thou mayeſt 
have a Soul full of Love to thee in thy 
Cuſtody, and I may receive the Light 
of the Morning, if thou prolongeſt my 
Life, with a new Joy in thee, and thank- 
ful Affection to thee. 

I molt heartily deſire likewiſe, O mer- 
citul God, the Good of the whole World. 
Pity the Follics of Mankind, deliver 

| them 
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them from their Sins, and from their Mi- 
ſeries. Hear the Groans of every Part 
of the Creature that is yet ſubje& to 

the Bondage of Corruption, and bring 

them all into the glorious Liberty of 
thy Children, Hear the daily Prayers 
of the Catholic Church. Free her from 
all foul and dividing Errors : Let the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus, prevail, and 
Peace be in all her Borders. O that all 
Chriſtian Kings and Governors may fol- 
low after Peace, and enſue it. Make thy 
Miniſters the Meſſengers of Peace, and 
diſpoſe the Hearts of all Chriſtians to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. 

Enlighten the Minds of all Jeus, 
Turks and Infidels, with the Knowledge 
of thy Truth, Give Repentance unto 
Sinners, and Encreaſe of Grace and 
Strength to all thy faithful Servants. 
Reduce thoſe that wander out of the 
Way ; raiſe up thoſe who are fallen; 
confirm and ſettle thoſe that ſtand ; 
and grant them a ſtedfaſt Reſolution to 
perſevere in Faith, Love and Obedience. 
Relieve and comfort all thoſe that are 


in any Diſtreſs. Make the Earth to 


bring 
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forth her Encreaſe in due Seaſon : 
And let all honeſt and induſtrious Peo- 
ple be ſucceſsful and bleſſed in their La- 
bours. 

Remember al thoſe to whom I am 
indebted for my Birth, Education, In- 
ſtruction or Promotion: Thou who art 
rich in Mercy, reward and recompenſe 
their Care and Love. Grant Forgive- 
neſs and Charity to all my Enemies; 
continue good Will among all my kind 
Neighbours; ſupport the Sick in Faith 
and Patience; ailiſt thoſe who are dying 
and leaving this World; fit them for a 
better Place; receive the Souls which 
thou haſt redeemed with thy Son's moſt 
precious Blood, and ſanctificd by the 
Holy Ghoſt; and give us all a glorious 
Reſurrection and eternal Life. Amen. 
Amen, 


Our Father, &c. 


A ſhort 
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A ſhort Prayer to be uſed by any one alone 
in the Morning, 


Adore thee, O Lord, the Poſſeſſor 

of Heaven and Earth, who ſur- 
paſſeſt all our Thoughts, and doeſt us 
Good beyond all our Deſires. There is 
all Reaſon that I ſhould acknowledge thee _ 
continually ; that I ſhould worſhip, and 
praiſe, and love, and obey thee, whilſt 
I have my Being: I cannot but wit- 
neſs againſt myſelf, whenſoever I neglect 
thee; much more when I oppoſe thy 
moſt high Authority, by doing contrary 
to thy Laws. For thy Almighty Good- 
neſs gave me my Being, and by that 
alone have I been maintained and libe- 
rally provided for; yea, it hath born 
with me very patiently in my Rebellion, 
and uſed extraordinary Means to make us 
Friends, and ceaſes not its Entreaties after 
many unkind Denials, but continues to 
importune me, till my Heart conſent to 
yield itſelf intirely to thee, 

I cannot withhold myſelf, O Lord, 
from thee, when I conſider what thou 
art, and what thou haſt been to me; 


"en 


1 
| 
| 
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| 
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ſuch a tender, gracious and compaſſio- 
a te Father, as my greateſt Affections 
cannot find Words to expreſs, I muſt 
again ſurrender Soul and Body into thy 
Hands, which have been ſo long, ſo lov- 
ingly ſtretched out towards me, reſolving 
to ſtay with thee, and never to depart 
away from thee, 

For the more I know of thee, the 
more I find that I muſt needs love thee ; 
and the more I love thee, the more I 
deſire to love thee, and to reſemble thee, 
and to be beloved of thee, O that I may 
feel the Power of thy Love fo great in 
my Heart, that it may govesn the reſt 
of my Paſſions and Affections; and no- 
thing in the World may tempt me to 


diſpleaſe thee, but every thing provoke 


me more to love thee, and delight in 
thee, and obey thee: For whom ts there 
in Heaven that JI can deſire but thee, 
or on Earth beſides thee, wwho art the 
bleſſed and only Potentate, the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords; who only 


| baſt Immortality? and deſigneſt by thy 
Son Jeſus to raiſe us finful Duſt and Aſhes 


to a Kingdom, Glory, Honour and Im- 
mortality in the Heavens. 


I moſt 


— 
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I moſt earneſtly beſecch thee, that 
this Sence of thee may accompany me 
whereſoever I go, and in whatſoever I 
do this Day. That approving myſelf 
to thee in ſuch a godly, ſober, righteous, 
charitable and prudent Behaviour as 
may adorn the Goſpel of my Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, I may have a great- 
er Aſſurance of thy good Will towards 
me, and an undoubted Hope of thy Mer- 
cy in him to eternal Life, In whoſe 
moſt bleſſed Name and Words I humbly 
recommend myſelf, my Friends, and all 
thy Servants, to thy infinite Charity, 
ſaying, as he hath taught us, 

Our Father, . 


— 


Another for the + Buvlng 


Lefling, Glory, Honour, and Praiſe 
be again returned to thee, O Fa- 
ther of Mercy, from a moſt thankful 
Heart, which offers up itſelf alſo in ho- 
ly Devotion to thee, who art my Sove- 
reign Lord, my moſt loving Saviour, 
my Deliverer and Bene factor, the Foun- 


tain of all the good things I enjoy 


al 


eee — — —— — —— —— Re rr 
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at preſent, and the Hope of my Soul for 
ever and ever. Bleſſed be thy renewed 
Kindneſs to me this Day paſt; both to 
myſelf and my Relations, to my Soul, 
and my Body, in my Tranſactions with 
Men, and in the Liberty thou alloweſt 
me of Addreſſes to myſelf. Pardon, good 
Lord, whatſoever hath eſcaped me in 
Thought, Word, or Deed, contrary to 
my Duty, and accept of thoſe ſincere 
Intentions, and unfeigned Purpoſes which 
were, and I hope ſhall always be in my 


Heart to ſtudy to approve myſelf to thee 


in all Well-doing. 
It is but juſt and reaſonable that I 


| ſhould follow thy Will, and not my 


own; and in a grateful Senſe of what I 


have received from thee, I ought to be 


moved to employ all the Powers of m 
Soul and Body for thee. But ſuch is the 
Goodneſs of thy Will, that it is for my 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and greateſt Happi- 
neſs, to be abſolutely led and governed 
by it. I am ſenſible, O Lord, how 
much I am indebted to thee for teach 
ing me by Chriſt . Jeſus, and alſo ſtrong- 


ly obliging me to exerciſe myſelf to all 


Godlizehs Purity, Righteouſneſs, Hu- 
. . mility 
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mility, Goodneſs and Truth. And ac- 
cordingly I thank thee, above all things, 
for his holy Inſtructions and Example; 
for the Hope thou haſt given us by his 
Blood, that thou wilt be ſo merciful to 
our Sins, as not to deny us the Power of 
thy Holy Spirit to enable us to fallow 
him, and obey his Commands ; and for 
that exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſe which he hath given us of Im- 
mortal Life, to encourage us to follow 
him willingly and chearfully, even to the 
Death. N 5 
O that I may ſee a lively and ſtedfaſt 


4h Faith in his Word, continually working 


with great Power in my Heart, exci- 
ting me to an unwearied Diligence, and 
Zeal, and Love, and patient Continu- 
ance in my Duty towards thee, and to- 
wards all Men, that ſo my Hope in 
thee may grow and increaſe, and I ma 

joyfully expect that Hour which ſhall 
tranſlate me hence to the eternal Hap- 
pineſs of the other World. And during 


mvy Stay here, I commend myſelf to the 


good Providence, which hath hitherto 
been ſo tender of me. I truſt thee 
wholly with myſelf, and all belonging 
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to me, and am willing in every thing 


to be diſpoſed of as thou ſeeſt good. 


This Night I flee unto thy Almighty 
Protection, hoping thou wilt keep me 
ſafely, and whether I awake in this or 
the other Life, I ſhall ſtill be prafiing 
thee, whoſe Mercy endureth for ever, 
Amen ; for Chriſt Jeſus his Sake, by 
whom thou haſt encouraged me to hope 
in thee, and taught me to call thee Fa- 
ther, ſaying, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom come : 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
Heaven : Give us this Day our daily 


Bread: And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as 


wwe forgive them that treſpaſs againſt un- 
And lead us not into Temptation, but deſi= 
ver us from Evil, &c. 5 
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That Time which is wont to be ſpent in 
the Church, in talking or looking about, 
before Divine Service begin, may be 
better employed in private Prayer, to 
diſpoſe us to join with greater Sert- 
ouſneſs in the Public. And indeed 
our Buſineſs being there with God 
alone, and that Place being ſeparated 
for bis Service only, the Cuſtom which 
now - univerſally prevails, , enter- 
taining Diſcourſe one with another, 
is very indecent (to ſay no worſe) and 
ought to be reformed. We have other 
Times and Places enough to confer 
with our Neighbours, and therefore 
| bave no temptation to pervert the Uje 
, this; which is ſet apart for devout 
Intercourſe with God, and none elfe, 
by ſpeaking to him in Prayer and 
Xa H Preſs, 
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Praiſes, and hearing bim ſpeaꝶ to us 
in his boly Word. It is fit to ſilence 
all other Speech ; and therefore here fol- 
low ſome Helps for that Purpoſe, which 
L hope all good Chriſtians will endeavour 
70 uſe or imitate, and not deſpuſe t 
loving Admonition. 


* 
— - _ 1 


— 


A Par Prayer Joes Divine Service 


begins, 


Ehold, O Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
a Soul proſtrate before thee, deſi- 
rous to be filled with ſuch an awful Senſe 
of thy Divine Majeſty, that no other 
thing may inter poſe itſelf, while Iam in 
thy Preſence. Fix my inconſtant Thoughts 
in a ſtedfaſt Attention to thy moſt holy 
Word. Inſpire me with devout Aﬀecti- '} . 
ons, when I ſet forth thy Praiſe, and ren- |! 
der Thanks for all the Benefits: And ex- 
|  £ite in me ſuch ferwnt Deſires for all 
| thoſe Things which I aſk of thee, that I 
may feel myſelf better diſpoſed by theſe 
Addreſſes to thee, to every Chriſtian Duty 
15 reſt of this Day, through Chriſt Jeſus 


ur Lord and Saviour. 
Another 


; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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N an humble and thankful Senſe of 

thine infinite Goodneſs, which ho- 
noureth us ſo much as to ſpeak to us, 
and give us leave to ſpeak to thee; I 
bow down myſelf before thee, O moſt 
high and holy Lord, the Creator of all 
the World, deſiring my Mind may be 
poſſeſſed with ſuch great Thoughts of 
thee, whom the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain, and who openeſt thy 
Hand, and filleſt all Things with Good, 
that 1 may moſt reverently worſhi 
thee, and affectionately acknowledge thy 
Bounty, and ſet my Heart open to re- 
ceive thy holy Word, that my Mouth 
may praiſe thee with joyful Lips. Silence 


all other Thoughts and Deſires in me, 


while I am here in thy Preſence, and 
 lipt up my Heart ſo towards Heaven, 
that 1 may feel it united to that glo- 
rious Company above, Who perpetu- 
ally praiſe thee, and rejoice in thee, and 
do thy Commandments, hearkening to 
the Voice of thy Word; which I hum- 
bly beg in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, 
| H 2 which 
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Which is ever dear unto thee; and by 
whom thou haſt promiſed to hear us, 


Amen. 


Or thoſe M. ord; f the Prophet David, 
(which you read, Pſal. v. 7. xvii. 1. 
Cxvili. 28. CxIX. 47, 48, &c. may be @ 
little altered in this Manner, 


N the Multitude of thy Mercies I 
come into thy Houſe; and in thy 
Fear will J worthip toward thy Holy 
Place. Attend unta my Cry, O Lord, 
and give ear unto my Prayer that goeth 


not out of feigned Lips. Thou art my 
God, and I will praiſe thee; thou art 


my God, and I will exalt thee; and I 


will delight myſelf in thy Command- 
ments which I have loved, My Hands 
alſo will I lift up to thy Command- 


ments which I have loved; and I will 


meditate on thy Statutes. Let thy ten- 
der Mercies come alſo unto me, O Lord; 
even thy Salvation, according to thy 
Word. Look upon me, and be merciful 
unto me, as thou uſeſt to do to thoſe that 


love thy Name ; order my Steps in thy 


Word; and let not any Iniquity have Do- 
minion over me. Hen. 


A longer 
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A longer Prayer in the Church, when 
there is Time for it, before the beginning 
/ Divine Service, 


Caſt down myſelf, O Lord, in an 
holy Fear and humble Adoration of 


thine incomprehenſible Majeſty, who 


filleſt Heaven and Earth; but delight- 
eſt to make thy ſelf more peculiariy 
preſent to thoſe that acknowledge and 
praiſe thee, and are defirous to be filled 
with a conſtant Senſe of thee, and in- 
tire Love to thee. Bleſſed be thy infi- 
nite Goodneſs, which hath encouraged 
ſuch Wretches, as I am, by the Decla- 
ration of thy good Will to us in Chriſt 
Jeſus, by thy moſt gracious Invitations 
and precious Promiſes, and by the long 
Experience I have had of thy Kindneſs 
to approach unto thee, O Lord moſt 
Hen. 

I accept moſt thankfully of this free- 


| dom and liberty of Acceſs with confidence 


by the Faith of Feſus; and am here to 
join with the reſt of thy Servants, in ex- 
tolling and magnifying thy eternal Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs; in giving Thanks 

3 to 
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to thee for thy innumerable Bleſſings ; 
in hearing thy moſt holy Word; and 
making our humble Supplications for 
the Continuance of thy undeſerved Grace 
and Favour towards us. Compoſe mine 
and every one of our Thoughts, to the 
moſt ſilent Admiration of thee ; ſtrike 
our Spirits with a reverend Apprehen- 


ſion of the ſurpaſſing. Greatneſs and Glo- 
ry of thy Majeſty : Raiſe our Affections 
to the higheſt Pitch of Love and Grati- 


tude to thee ; bow our Wills to the moſt 
chearful Submiſſion to all thy holy Com- 
mands, and touch us with an unſpeak- 
able Joy, when we read and hear thy ex- 
ceeding great and precious Promiſes, _ © 
Vouchſafe, moſt loving Father, the 
Power of thy Holy Spirit to attend upon 
me, to draw my Mind from all other 
Things, and to give me ſuch a lively 


Taſte of the Pleaſures of thy Houſe, as 


may make me ever delight to attend 
upon thee here, and walk with. thee in 
every other Place with a per fect Heart: 


That ſo my own Heart not 
1 John iii. 22, 


2% 
more and more. Confidence to- 


wards thee, that whatſoever 1 aſt I 


ſhall 


* 
3 


condemning me, I may bave 
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1 hall receive of thee, becauſe J keep 


thy Commanaments, and do thoſe Things 
which are pleaſing in thy 
Sight ; truly my Soul wait- 
eth upon thee ; from thee com- 5 
eth my Salvation. Hear my Cry, O God, 


Pfal. Ixil. 1. 


N Bei. 1. 


5 and attend unto my Prayer „ for the Ho- 


nour of our Lord Jeſus, and the Love 
thou beareſt to him; who hath bid us. 
aſk, and we ſhall receive; ſeek, and we 
fhall find; knock and it ſhall be opened 
unto us. t it be to thy Servant, I moſt 
ardently beſeech thee, according to his 
Word. Amen. 


* 
F — 2 2 — 


Another longer. 


Lord of Heaven and Earth, who 


art infinite and incomprehenſible 


in thy Being, eternal in thy Duration, 


and unchangeable in thy Nature; who- 


canſt do what thou wilt, and delighteſt 


in doing us Good, By thy Power I and 
all Creatures were made; by thy Wiſ- 
dom we are govern'd; by thy Goodneſs. 
and Bounty we are provided for ; under 


thy Sovereign Dominion we live; and 


H 4 unto» 
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unto thy Majeſty we owe all Reverence, 
Service, and faithful Obedience. I adore 
and humbly worſhip thee, I acknow- 
ledge myſelf bound by innumerable Ties 


to fear thee, to love thee, to praiſe thee, 
and to ſerve thee with all my Heart, 
and Soul, and Strength, Bleſſed be thy 


Goodneſs that I have any Hope thou 


= accept of ſuch a worthleſs thing as 


my Love. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, I 


admire at the Riches of thy Grace, that 


thou doſt not reje& all the Service that 


I can tender thee: Nay, it is to be aſ- 
cribed to thee alone, that I am alive to 
worſhip thee, and have the Doors of thy 
Houſe ſtand open to me ; and that I have 
any Heart to enter into it, to offer up ſpi- 
ritual Sacrifices by Chriſt Jeſus. 

O God, I offer thee here my whole 


Self, which is all due to thee, becauſe I 


received it all from thee ; beſeeching 


thee moſt earneſtly to make me feel * 


that Il am not mine own any longer, 


but thine ; by taking off my Thoughts | 


and Aeon from all other Things at 
this preſent, and filling me with ſuch a 


reverent Apprehenſion of thee, fiich | 
hearty Devotion to thee, and heavenly 


Joy 
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Joy in thee, that I may every Day offer 


up myſelf to thee more Holy and more 


Pure, more Meek and Merciful, more 
Humble and Thankful, more chearfully 
Diſpoſed to every good Work, and bet- 
ter prepared to bear a Part in the Praiſes 
and. Services of the glorious Company 
above. 
Thou knoweſt the Weakneſs of our 
Nature, how - ſoon our Thoughts are 
tired and apt to ſtart aſide when we di- 
rect them towards Heaven: Vouchſafe 
me therefore the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy 


Spirit to compoſe my Mind to the moſt 


Serious, the moſt Earneſt, the moſt De- 
vout and Chearful Attention in all Parts 


of thy Divine Service. That I may 


have the livelieſt Senſe of thy glorious 
Perfections when I Praiſe thee ; and the 
moſt delightful Remembrance of thy 
Mercies, when I give thee Thanks ; and 
the moſt. thirſty Deſires to be. conform. 
ed to thy Will, and to feel more. and 


more the Influences of thy Grace, 


when I hear thy holy Word, and pre- 
oy my Prayers and Supplications before 
thee, . 


33 8 Accept, 


— — 
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Accept, O bleſſed God, of this good 
Will and fincere Affection that I have to 
thy Service, though performed with 
broken and diſtracted Thoughts, and 
with too great Liſtleſneſs and Dulneſs of 
Spirit; and help me continually to out- 
grow this Weaknefs, and to preſent thee 
with an Heart more quiet, calm and fit 
to receive thee, more perfect and intire in 
ardent Love to thee, and more ſettled * 
and fixed in thee as its chiefeſt Joy and 
"Happineſs ; that ſo all the reſt of tie 
Actions of my Life may be a more con- 
ſtant and even Performance of my Duty, 
according to the Command and Examp = 
of my bleſſed Lord and Maſter, Chriſt e- 
ſus, in whoſe Name it is that I am bold 
to approach into thy Preſence, believing 
the Power and Authority thou haſt given 
him over all; to bleſs ns, and to do for 
us exceeding abundantly above. all- that 
we aſk or think. By him be glory unto 
thee, O Father Almighty, in the Church 
throughout all Ages, World without end, 
Amen... OY 
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At the Concluſion of Divine Service after 
theſe Mords, The Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. ſay Amen, with the 
heartieſt and moſt earne/t AﬀfeBim; and 
add ſome ſuch Words as theſes  _ 


Leſſed be thy Name, O God, for the 
good Hope which thy infinite Cha- 

rity hath given us, by thy great Grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and the plentiful Com- 
munication of the Holy Ghoſt. O let 
thy Mercy be upon me according as I 
hope in thee; - Preſerve me alway in thy 
Love, through that abundant Grace in thy 
Son Chriſt, and let the powerful Preſence 


of thy Holy Spirit work 1 in me mightily 


this Day and ever. 


Or after The Peace! of God which paſ- 
ſeth all Underſtanding, &c, you may 
ay as the Apoſtle St. Paul (2 The. 

ili. 16.) and 45 Fſalmiſt xv. 12, 13, 
n ä 


$ ©, W the Lord of Peace himſelf 
give me Peace always, by all Means. 
The Lord he twith us all, The Lord hath: 
Bo 6 been | 


159 . A ſhort Prayer, &c. 


been mindful of us, he will bleſs us, He | 
will bleſs them that fear him, both ſmall © 
and gent. And we will bleſs the Lord 
from this time forth, and for evermore. 
Amen, 


FS 


I Ws 
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1 fhort Prayer on the Lord“ s- Day, er 
Wl any other, to be uſed at Home before 
1 Morning-Service. 


1 Lord, the Almighty Creator of the 
World, and the Merciful Saviour of 
lf Mankind, who art above all our Thoughts, 
1 and excelleſt the Praiſes of the higheſt 
Angels: Thou art greatly to be feared in 
the Aſſembly of thy Saints, and to be had 
in Reverence of all thoſe that are about thee : 
1 moſt humbly defire leave to join my- 
ſelf with all thoſe holy Ones, to wor- 
ſhip thy moſt glorious Majeſty, to ex- 
preſs the due Senſe I have of all thy Bene- 
fits (by paying thee my moſt thankful Ac- 
knowledgements for them) to make thee _ 
the beſt Oblation I am able, and devote 
myſelf intirely to thy Obedience. — 
Since thou haſt graciouſly inclined e 
to go into thy Houle, and there to fet _ 
| | | forth | 4 
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before Morning- Service 187 
forth thy Praiſe, to declare thy loving 
Kindneſs, to reſign my ſelf to thy Will, 
to recommend my ſelf to thy Wiſdom, 
to ſubmit to thy Government, to approve 
the Juſtice and Goodneſs of all thy Laws, 
to profeſs that J am thy Servant, to 
renounce all thy Enemies, and to teſtify 
my continued Purpoſe, to follow thee 
againſt all the Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil; be pleaſed, 
good Lord, to pardon all my former 
Failings, and at this preſent to accept my 
holy Intentions, and to inſpire me from 
Above, that 1 may chearfully perform 
all theſe Acts of Devotion to thy Divine 
Majeſty, OS TEN: 

And vouchſafe more fully to inform 
me in my Duty, to correct and amend 
what is amiſs in me, to encourage and 
ſtrengthen my good Reſolutions, and to 
aſſiſt me in all well-doing. Fill me 
with a great Love to thee, and to my 
bleſſed Saviour; to thy holy Word, 
and to all holy Duties; to Chriſtian 
People every where, and to all Man- 
kind. Perfect me in Wiſdom, in Ho- 
lineſs, and in Goodneſs. By all thy In- 
ſtructions, by all thy Mercies, by all 
3 | thy 
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thy Will. 


158 A ſhort Prayer, &c. 
thy Chaſtiſements, and by all my Pray- 


fs, Praiſes and Thankſgivings to thee, 
the Father of Mercies, make me ſuch 


as thou canſt Love and Delight in, and 
reward at the great Day of the Lord i Jeſus, 


Amen. 


. \ + 2 ' F + * 


A ſport Prayer at Home, after - we are 
come from Church, before Dinner, 


F Adore. thee again, O Lord of Liſe 
and Glory ; I acknowledge my De- 
pendance on - thee, I thank thee for 


thy Mercies, which thou never ceaſeſt 


to heap upon me. Accept, I beſeech 


thee, of that Dedication I have made 


of Soul and Body, with Praiſes and 
Thankſgiving unto thee in the public 
Congregations. Be merciful to all my 
Sins, and. endue me with the Grace of 
thy holy Spirit, to enable me to preſent. 
myſelf, when I appear again before thee, 
a more holy and devout Sacrifice unto. 
thee ; Redfaltly reſolved, and chearfully 
diſpoſed, in every thing to be ordered by 


For | 


vp; 


i, AE... ES. © 


e 


— * 


A Prayer afterward. 1 59 
For which End, be pleaſed to ſetile 
and root in my Heart a ſtronger Belief of 


thy holy Goſpel, and to fix my Thoughts 


and Affections upon that unſeen Happi- 
neſs and Bliſs where our Saviour is, that 


nothing here below may either allure or 


affright me from my Duty, nor ever 


make me remiſs or negligent in it; but 


I may be zealous of good. Works, fer- 


vent in Spirit, ſerving my Lord, from 


whom I expect the Reward of an im- 
mortal Inheritance. 

Pteſerve in me always a religious Senſe 
of thee ; and make me now ſo thankful 


and ſober a Partaker of the Refreſhments. 
of my Body, that they may not damp 


the Devotion of my Soul; but I may ra- 
ther return to worſhip thee with greater 
Chearfulneſs and Gladneſs of Heart, after 


thou haſt added the good Things of this 
World to thoſe of the other, according 


to thy abundant Love in Chriſt Jelus 


| _ 


4 Prayer 
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A Prayer in private before the Evening- 
Service, 


God, who art rich in Mercy to all 
I rhat call upon thee, and haſt bid us 
pray without ceaſing, and re- 
— 5 joice evermore : In Obedience 
to thy Command, and encouraged by the 
Goodneſs of thy Nature, thy gracious 


1 Thef. v. 


Invitations, thy moſt precious Promiſes, 


and the long Experience that I and 
others have had of thy Bounty, I am 


bold again to approach into thy Preſence ; 
to renew my Requeſts unto thee, to bleſs 


thy holy Name, to make Profeſſion of 
my Love to thee, and Readineſs in all 
Things to obey thee. Quicken my 
Thoughts and Affections, O Lord, to a 


free and joyful Attendance on thee in all 
holy Duties; that no Dulneſs nor Weari- 
neſs may ſeize upon my Spirit; but ſuch 


a fervent Love to thee may poſſeſs my 
Heart, as may render all the Employments 


of Religion my Delight, and the doing thy 


Will, both now and alway, my greatelt 


Pleaſure, 


And 


23 ͤů¹ũͥuü/m 42! 


5 
5 
f 
4, 
4 
5 
yy 
y 
p 
F. 
Ee - 
* 9 
7 
© 
— 
„ 
Y 
3 
* 5 
"Y . 
1 4 
9 
* 
A 
4 „. 
1 
1 
- M8 
8 
. 
2 
A 
8 
1 
6 
74 
IF 
. : 
3 
2 
4 
ns 
5 
2 4 
Es 
2 
bs 
1 
Ns =. 
3 
24 
* 
1 
Vp 
+ 
2 * 
8 
78 N 
To 
* 
8 
IC 
2 
Fs . 
*% 
22 
— 


A Prayer in private, &c. 161 

And paſs by, I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, all my unwilling Indiſpoſitions. Ac- 
cept of ſuch Service as 1 am able to ren- 
der thee. And diſpoſe me by all my Ad- 


dtreſſes to thee, to be more circumſpect and 


watchful, more diligent and induſtrious, 
more forward and zealous in the Perfor- 


mance of every Part of my Duty ; that 


being led by thy Counſel], governed by thy 
Spirit, and preſerved by thy gracious Pro- 
vidence, I may at laſt be admitted into the 
Company of the Bleſſed ; there to perfect 
my Praiſes and Acknowledgments, and 
to receive the Reward of patient Conti- 
nuance in Well-doing, through Chriſt 
Jeſus; whoſe Grace be with my Spirit, 
Amen, —_ | 


———_— 


—_ 


Another after the Evening-Service is done, 
as ſoon as there is Opportunity to retire 
alone, 


I Acknowledge thy manifold Bleſ- 


ſings, O Lord, which are renewed 
upon me every Moment. I owe my 
Life continually to thee, with all the 


Comforts of it, If I had no more to 


thank 
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162 A private Prayer 


thank thee for, but the Mercies of this 
Day, they are ſo many, ſo great, that 
I could never thank thee enough for 
them. Thon takeſt care of my Body 
and of my Soul. Thou feedeſt me at 


thy Houſe, and at my own, Thou 
letteſt me taſte the Bread of Life which 


came down from Heaven, beſides the 
many. Supports and Refreſhments which 


thou affordeſt for this natural Life. Se- 


veral of thy Creatures looſe their Lives 


to preſerve mine, and thy dear Son 
hath not thought it too much to lay down 
his precious Life for my ſake. Thou 
ſpeakeſt to me, and giveſt me leave to 
ſpeak to thee. Thou inſtructeſt me in 
my Duty and haſt made thoſe things 


my Duty, which are really my Happi- 
neſs. Thou engageſt me to do myſelf 
Good here, by promiſing a greater Good 


hereafter. 


I praiſe thee ; I thank thee; and will 
be ever ſpeaking Good of thee. And it 


is a new Favour, that I may thus praiſe 


and bleſs thee, both in the Aſſemblies of 


thy People, and in my own Retire- 


ments. O give. me an Heart to delight 
in it, and in all other Duties of a Chri- 
. ſtian 


after Evening-Service, 163 
ſtian Life ; that obeying thy holy Goſpel 
in all Things, and being never weary In 
well-doing, I may find. thy unwearied 
Goodneſs extending itſelf to immortal Life 
and Bliſs, through Chriſt Jeſus, 

O bleſſed Jeſus, that thy holy Laws 

may be more deeply engraven on my 
Heart! O that every Truth I have learnt 
this Day, may be ſo faithfully preſerved 
and kept in Mind, as to become the Rule 
of my Life, or the Ground of my Hope, 
and a powerful Motive to univerſal and 
aniform Obedience to the End of my Days! 
O that the Remainder of my Days may 
be the better for this Day, and the holy 
Reſt we obſerve here on Earth, may be a 
Beginning of the eternal Reſt which we 
wait for at thy ſecond Coming! Amen, 
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A Prayer upon any Feſtival, in remem- 
 brance of our 2 Lord and Savi- 
our, to be added to the foregoing De- 


votion, 


Moſt glorious God, the Father * 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther 


— 
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164 DA Prayer upon any Feſtival, 
TEN ther of Lights, from whom 


cometh every good, and every 
perfect Gift ; with whom there is no Va- 


riableneſs, nor Shadow of Change. Thou 
always waſt and ever wilt be happy with- 


out us, or any of the Praiſes that we or a- 


ny other Creatures are able to render unto 


thee. But it is our Duty, our Perfection, 


and high Privilege, conſtantly to acknow- 
ledge thee, with Joy and Exaltation of 
Spirit; in remembrance of thy infinite 


Bounty to us and to all the World, 


Every Day tells us how good thou art, 
and every one of thy Creatures calls upon 
us to magnify thee, and love thee, and 


ſerve thee, who haſt made ſo many of 


them to ſerve us: But this Day gives us 


| Occaſion to remember thy more ſpecial 


and extraordinary Kindneſs to us the Chil- 


of Men, which calls for our higheſt and 


moſt exalted Praiſes, to be joined with 
thoſe of the bleſſed Company above, who 
are never weary of giving Honour, Glo- 
ry, Bleſſing and Thankſgiving to thee, 
not only in their own Behalf, but even 
for thy Goodneſs to us thy unworthy 
Creatures, e 


O how 


in Remembrance of our Saviour. 165 

O how great was that Love, which 
an Angel came to give Notice of, and 
which a Multitude of an heavenly Hoſt 
celebrated with Songs of Praiſe, when 
thou ſenteſt thy dear Son in the Likeneſs 
of ſinful Fleſh, and in the Form of a 
Servant to miniſter to our Neceſſities, to 
relieve our Miſery, and to be the Way 
to everlaſting Life! O the Riches of thy 
Grace, that after Mankind had forfeited 
all the Rights of thy Creatures, and had 


contemned and deſpitefully uſed many 


of thy Meſſengers, thou wouldeſt in much 
Mercy create us again unto good Works, 


and for that End appear thyſelf moſt glo- 


riouſly among us, in the Perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt! ETON hg 

I thank thee, O Lord, that thou haſt 
aſſumed our Nature unto ſuch a Near- 
neſs to thee, as we are not able to un- 
derſtand, I thank thee for the glad 
Tidings which Jeſus hath brought us 
from Heaven, that thou wilt be recon- 
ciled unto us, and admit us again into 
thy Favour; and that he hath fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs, and ſhewn us in our 


5 L ikeneſs what thou art, and what thou 


wouldeſt have us to be. I thank thee 
| for 


- 


n 
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for the Redemption which he hath 
wrought for us by his Blood. And I re- 
Joice in the Victory which he hath got 
over Hell and the Grave, by his Reſurrec- 
tion from the Dead; aud in his glorious 
Triumph, when he aſcended up on high, 
and led Captivity captive; and in his roy- 
al Power, wherewith he was inveſted 
when he fat down at the right Hand of the 
Majeſty on high ; and in thoſe Gifts which 
he received for Men, even for the Rebel- 
lious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them. 

Bleſſed be thy eternal Goodneſs, which 
hath made him a moſt merciful and com- 
paſſionate High Prieſt, and given us ſo 

reat Aſſurance that e is become the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation unto all them that 
obey him. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs which hath "ET 
the Holy Ghoſt, and continued to us a Suc- 
ceſſion of Paſtors and Teachers to be the 
Guides of our Souls, and to miniſter to us 
thoſe Pledges of thy Love, which our Sa- 
viour hath left us in the Communion of 
his Body and Blood, 

O God that my Heart could aſcend 
up to Heaven in theſe devout Medita- 

tions, 
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in Remembrance of our. Saviour. 167 
tions, and in ardent Love to thee, who 


haſt loved us in ſuch a marvellous Man- 


ner? O that it might never come down 


again to this World, but with Deſires 


left in it aſpiring towards Heaven! 
Touch my Soul ſo powerfully with a 
Senſe of theſe Things, that with an hear- 
ty and zealous Affection it may ever 
look towards thee, and towards my 
dear Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. O 


fix mine Eyes on him as he was here 


on Earth, that I may learn of him his 


humble and meek Obedience to thy 
Commands; and as he is now in Hea- 
Ven, that 1 may truſt him for the Per- 
formance of his precious Promiſes, - and 
patiently wait till he carry me to 
that glorious Place WARE! ne is en- 
throned. 

Since he appeared among us to oh 
ſtroy the Works of the Devil, and died 
to redeem us from all Sin, and roſe again 
that he may bleſs us, in turning every one 
of us from -our Iniquities, and is made 
Lord of all, that he may govern us by 
his Laws, and reward and puniſh us ac- 
cording to our Works; preſerve in my 
Mind, I beſcech thee, a conſtant and 
p 2: lively 
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in me, and my whole Life may be a 
ſerious Study and Endeavour to imi— 


| pure. | 


O that thy Fear and Love, and an ho- 


vour and Reliſh of thy divine Truths i 


cellent : But raiſe up ſmy Mind by them 


168 A Prayer ufon any Feſtival, &c. 


lively Senſe of this great End of his 


whole Undertaking for us, that he may 
ſee the Fruit of the Travail of his Soul 


tate him, by purifying myſelf as he is 


ly Joy in thee, may preſerve me this 
Day from abuſing any of the good Things 
which thou alloweſt me for the Refreſh- * 
ment of my Body. Give me ſuch a Fla- 


revealed to us in the Goſpel, that TI may 
not glut myſelf with any fleſhly Enjoy⸗- 


ments, as if I knew no Pleaſure more x- 
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to better Delights; that I may enjoy 


them with Thankſgiving to thee, with * J 
Bowels of Mercy to thoſe who are in n 
Need, with a Taſte of ſpiritual and hea- n 
venly Joys, and with Hunger and Thirſt 1 
after the Fulneſs and Perfection of thoſe. C 
Joys, when our Lord Jeſus ſhall come to t! 
ſhew us his Glory, and entertain us with _ 
ceternal Satisfaction in his incomprehenſi- e 
ble Love. Amen. a 
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GOOD-FRIDAY 


In the MoRNING, 


O Moſt holy and eternally bleſſed, the 


God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, by whom I am encouraged to come 
unto thee: And how ſhall I come, O Lord, 
but in the loweſt Proſtrations of my Soul 
and Body, with mine Eyes full of Tears, 
and my Heart full of Grief and Sorrow, be- 


cauſe J have been ſo undutiful to thee, 


wWuhoſe Grace and Mercy hath ſo exceeding- 
| ly abounded towards us! When I caſt 
mine Eyes upon my Saviour, and upon 
- myſelf, with the reſt of the Children of 
Men, I am aſtoniſhed at the wonderful 


Greatneſs of thy Love, which ſurpaſſes 


the Thoughts of Men and Angels, 


And what were we that thou ſhould- 


eſt make thy dear Son a Man of Sorrows, 
and acquainted with Grief, for our fake? 


That he ſhould become poor and mean, not 
I having 
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having where to lay his Head; and en- 
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dure likewiſe crue] Mockings and gun 
ings; and be ſpit upon and abuſed 

lorely wounded and bruiſed ; and ok 
that bitter Cup, that vile and accurſed Death 


of the Croſs, where he ſhed his moſt pre- 


cious Blood, and gave himſelf a Ranſom 
for us! 

O Lord! what was the whole Race 
of Mankind worth that thou ſhouldeſt 


purchaſe them with ſo dear a Price; and . 
by the Obedience of thy Son Chriſt 


Jeſus unto the Death, grant a Pardon 


for their Rebellion, and ſeal a new Co- 


venant of Grace in his Blood? and by 
the ſame Blood conſecrate him to be an 


High Prieſt with Royal Power in the 


Heavens, to give Repentance and Re- 
miſſion of Sin; and all this ſo freely, 

that we did not 10 much as deſire it, nor 
did it enter into the Heart of Men to con- 
ceive, that thou ſhouldeſt be ſo gracious 


© ORD ? 


O Bleſſed God, how rich is thy Good- 
neſs, that lets us withal enjoy a great 


Plenty of worldly good Things; much 


of that Eaſe and Pleaſure which was 


denied our Saviour! and yet we are 


Sinners, 
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| in the Morning, 174 
Sinners, and he had no Sin, neither 
Was Guile found in his Mouth; yea, 
wWe are ungrateful Sinners, ſo far from 


being ſenſible as we ought of ſuch in- 


finite loving Kindneſs, that we may 
juſtly fear leaſt this Goodneſs of thine, 
Which was deligned to fave us, ſhould, 
through our Unthankfulneſs and Neg- 
; ligence, prove the Occaſion of our great- 
er Ruin. 
: TI moſt heartily bewail, O moſt mer- 
: ciful Father, my ſhameful Forgetfulneſs 


of ſo great Bencfits, or my cold and dull 


Remembrance of them. I lament all 
the Errors and Miſcarriages of my Life, 
Which are the more heinous, I acknow- 


leqdge, after ſuch a plain Declaration of 


thy Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, and of thy 
marvelous Love to us Sinners, I am 
* afflicted for the Hardneſs and Stupidity of 
my Heart, which alaſs! is oftentimes 
little pierced and wounded when I re- 
flect upon his Sorrow and Pain, and An- 
guiſh for the ſake of Sinners ; and for 
the Liſtleſneſs and Backwardneſs of my 
Will, to give up myſelf abſolutely to him, 
who ſo willingly gave himſelf an Offer- 
ing for our Sins. I bluſh to remember 

7 tow 
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how weak and ſhort my Thoughts have 
been; how tranſient and ineffectual my 
Paſſion, when I have meditated on his 
bloody Death and Suffering; and am 
con founded, when I think how ſudden- 
iy I have ſtarted from thoſe holy Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions, which the Senſe 
of his Love hath ſometimes begot in my 
Heart. . 

I cannot but accuſe and condemn my- 
ſelf here in thy Preſence ; but I like- 
wiſe condemn every ſinful Deſire that is 
ſtill remaining in me, to die and be cru- 
cified together with him. I would have 
nothing contrary to thy Will, to have any 
Power, or live any longer in me, and 
therefore here yield up myſelf intirely 
into thy Hands, to be confirmed in all 
things to Chriſt Jeſus who died for me. AM 
Fix my Thoughts fo conſtantly upon his th 
dying Love, and affect my Heart ſo wu 
mightily therewith, that I may chear- to 
fully undergo any Pains to be made like tre 
unto him in his Humility; in his Obe- an 
dience ; in his Reſignation of himſelf to pre 
thy wiſe Will and Pleaſure; in his Pa- ab! 
tience ; in his Meekneſs; in his Charity pe: 
and Forgiveneſs of his Enemies; in his 


Wil- 
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be fat down on the right Hand of the 


in the Morning, 174 
Willingneſs to quit all Things for the 
Name's fake, and to truſt both Soul and 
Body with thee, in well-doing and con- 
tented Suffering, whatſoever it be that thcu 

requireſt of me. 
I defire not to live, 0 Lord, but that 


I may live to him that died for me. 1 
2 refuſe no Reproaches, no Poverty, no Pain 
or Trouble, if thy Will cannot otherways 
be accompliſhed by me. Do what thou 


pleaſeſt with me, fo that I may be but 


pertected in Holineſs, and obtain thy gra- 
3 cious Pardon, through the Redemption 
that is in Jeſus, 


I believe the Virtue and Power of 
his Sacrifice to be everlaſting; and that 
* when he had by himſelf purged our Sins, 


+ Majeſty on high ; and therefore I look for 


the conſtant Aſſiſtance of thy good Spirit, 
which he hath bid me aſk in his Name, 
to enable me to purify myſelf, and to 
I in the Steps of his humble, meek 


and patient Charity, that ſo I may be 


- preſented unblameable and unreprove- 
able, in thy Sight, at the Ny of his Ap- 


n g. 


4 Great. 
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174 Prayer en Good-Friday, 1 
Great is the Wiſdom of thy Love 
wherein thy Grace hath abounded to- 
wards us in Chriſt Jeſus! Great are the 
[ Encouragements which thou haſt given 
| us, by his laying down his Life for us, 
1 that he might take it again and live for 
| evermore ! Great 1s the Boldneſs that we 
| have 70 enter into the lolieſi by the © 
| Blood of Teſus, by a new and living 1 
| Way, which he hath conſecrated for us 
6 through his Fleſh, Give me the Grace, 
I beicech thee, wiſely to conſider and pon- 
der the merciful Deſign of thy Grace; to 
walk circumſpectly and exactly as the Re- 
deemer of the Lord, as an Heir of his 
Love, that hopes to ſee him in immortal 


| 

| 

| Glory, O that the Comfort and Joy of ; 
| 


Ny — — of — WM }| cm 


BLESS) thang, 


| this Hope, to ſee Jeſus, who was ſo ſcorn- 
ed and abuſed, ſitting upon his Throne, 
and tr jumphing over all his Enemies, may 


ſo raiſe and enlarge my Mind by the 
| 
| 


Power of it, that 15 may overlook and 
defpite all the petty Temptations of this 
| World; looking {till ſtedfaſtly unto him, 
| and following him with unmovcable Re- 
| ſolution, till I come to poſſeſs that which 
I hope for, and rejoice eternally in his 

Love. P 
5 Hear 


yp — 2 — ov ww. 


$52 


PA 
. ki 
>; * 
A 
* 
my 
. 
1 
A 
N 
4 
Ee. 
* 
ped 
A 
* 1 
uy 
2 
Ya 
oy 
dy 
2 
* 
4. 
; 
>] 
IN 
% 
Re 
- 
* 
PE 
=o 
> 
a» 
o-. F 
8. 
<> 
0 
Ne 
2» 


p * 

* * 
kg 
1 
9 
* 

* 
#8 


in the Morning. 175 
Hear me, O Father of Mercies, and 
deal graciouſly with me far beyond all 
my Thoughts and Deſires, for his ſake 
who is the Author and the Finiſher of our 
Faith, who died once for us, and now 
lives for ever to make Interceſſion on our 
behalf; by whom all Honour, Praiſe, 
Thankſgiving, Love and Obedience, be 
rendered to thee by me, and by all Man- 
kind, both now and for ever. Ainet. 


— 


N R A Y 1 
GOOD-FRIDAT, 


In the Evexixs. 


Moſt holy, moſt gracious, the hs 

wiſe God, moſt bleſſed for ever: 
We cannot conceive the Greatneſs of thy 
Perfections, nor is there any thing to 
which we can compare them. Thy Ho- 
lineſs is more unſpotted than the Light of 
the Sun : Thy Goodnels ſpreads itſeif 
more largely than its Beams ; thy Wiſdom 
pierces into thoſe Secrets which are buri- 


I 4 ed 


376 A Prayer on Good-Friday, 
ed in Darkneſs; and though all Things 


alter and wax old, yet thou art the fame 
unchangeable Being, whoſe Years have 
no End. How ſhall ſuch a vile Wretch ; 
as I am take the Boldneſs to look towards 
thee, and ſpeak unto thee, who art fo 
great, ſo glorious, and dwelleſt in Light 
not to be approached ? 1 
Adored be thy wonderful Love, who 
haſt encouraged our Approaches to thee, 
by humbling thyſelf to look down upon 
us, and by appearing graciouſly to us in 
our own Fleſh. Blefling, Honour, Glo- 
ry and Praiſe be eternally aſcribed unto 
| thee, who didſt not abhor us, and utter- 
ly caſt us out of thy Sight, when we had 
turned our Backs upon thee, but ſent thy 
only begotten Son into the World, to 
call us again unto thee, yea, beſeech us, 
and oblige us, by laying down his own 
Life for us, to return unto thee and 
live. 
No Thought can comprehend thee 
unſearchable Riches of thy Grace ma- 
nifeſted unto us in the Lord Jeſus, who 
was pleaſed to be vilely entreated, and 
ſhamefully uſed, to ſuffer the Reproach 
of the Croſe, and to ſhed his deareſt 
Blood, 
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Stripes, and condemning Sin 


Sin, that we might be made the 


» 


In the Evening. 177 
Blood, that we might not ſuffer the 


Pain of eternal Death, but be reſtored 
to the Dignity of thy Children, and 


advanced to Honour, Glory, and Im- 
mortality, together with him. Thou 
haſt found out a Way to manifeſt thy 
moſt tender Love to us, without the 
leaſt Suſpicion of approving and loving 
our Sins; and to preſerve thy ſovereign 
Authority, without deſtroying thoſe who 
were in Rebellion againſt it. Thou haſt 
ordered ſuch a Chaſtiſement of our Ini- 


quities, as might fave and deliver us; 


who deſerved to be puniſhed ; and fo 
diſpoſed the Means of our Redempti- 
on, as to pardon and amend us both at 
nes. | 

O the Wiſdom of thy Love, which hath. 
made him to be Sin for us, auh knew ng 
2 Cor. v. 21. 


Righteouſneſs of thee our Gods 


in him O the Riches of thy Grace, which 


© hath abounded to us in all Wiſdom and | 


Prudence]! healing us by bis 


1 Pet. 11. 24. 


in the Fleſh by his Sacrifice Rom. viii. 3, 


Jr Sin, and making bim @ Gal. iii. 15. 


Cur ſe for Us, that we might 3 
1 5 mnhberit 


178 A Prayer on Good-Friday, 
TROY it a Bleſſmg, and receive the Pro- 
zmfe of the Spirit, through Faith in him, 

I ſee, O Lord, how infinitely I am indebt- 
ed to thee, I behold the Deſign of thy 
wiſe Goodneſs, in giving him 
for us, that he might redeem 
us from all Iniquity, and purify us to 
himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works, I thank thee with all my Soul, for 
Vis bearing our Sin, in bis own 
Body on the Tree, that we be- 
ing dead unto Sin, ſhould live unto Righte- 


ouſneſs, There is nothing I can more 


Tit. ji. 14. 


1 pet. „ 


e euſueſs, to become righteous, 
even as he 1s righteous. Aſſiſt me, I be- 
ſeech thee, to attain this End of his Death 
and Paſſion, by the Power of that holy 
Spirit which he hath thereby purchaſed for 
us, and hath likewiſe promiſed to us, and 
18 able to bleſs us withal. 

I dread to think that his precious 


Blood ſhould be loſt and ſpilt in vain 


for me; that ſo great a Price ſhould he 
caſt away, wherewith thou haſt brought 
me to glorify thee with my Body and 
Spirit which are thine. O God, pre- 


lerve in me ſuch a ey Senſe of his 
Griet 


deſire, than by doing Righte- 


hg * 2 * 
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| Grief and Sorrow, of his Pain and An- 


guiſh, that I may bitterly hate the Cauſe 
of all his Torments, and look on every 
Sin as the moſt fearful Curſe that can. 
befal me. Preſerve me in a conſtant 
Senſe of the great Value of my Soul, 
for which he paid fo dearly, and a great 
Eſteem of that Purity, Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs, for the reſtoring of which, he 
made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
upon him the Form of a Servant, and was 
obedient to Death, even the Death of the. 


Croſs. 


And eſpecially raiſe me to à great 
height of Love and Gratitude to thee, 


and of Hope and Confidence in thy in- 


finite Mercies; of which we have ſuch 
ſtrong Aſſurance, by his being delzvered 
for our Offences, end raiſed 
again for our Juſtiſication. 
Make me more and more in love with that 
Lowlineſs of Mind, that tender and com- 
paflionate Charity, that Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience and Forgiveneſs which: ſhone in 
his Sufferings : And ſubdue my Will' fo 
perfectly unto ſuch an abſolute, quict 
and ready Submiſſion to thy holy Will 
in every thing, that my Hope in thee 

7-0 may 


Rom. vi. 25. 


— 


180 A Prayer on Good-Friday, 

may increaſe exceedingly; and not only | | 

135 Jo, but I may alſo joy in thee © | 
„le J — 9 

my God, thrcugb our Lord Jer¹ 

ſus Chriſt, by whom ve have naw received. 

tbe Atonement, _ == 

Hear, good Lord, the Prayers of the | 

whole Church, which thou haſt purcha- \ 

ſed with thine own Blood, O that every 

Member thereof may ſerve thee purely 

and orderly in the Rank and Condition (« 

wherein thou haſt placed them, to their 

0 

{ 

7 

Z 

"4 


mutual Benefit and Comfort, and to the 
Conviction of thoſe who are Enemies 
or Strangers to the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus, that they ſecing our good Works, 
may glorify thee our heavenly Father, 
and acknowledge that thou art among _ x 
us of a Truth, Bleſs all the Miniſters _ 6 
of Religion or Juſtice; and endue them _ © 
with a great Love to the Honour of . 
our Saviour, and with a great Zeal to 
make his holy Laws underſtood and ob- e 
ſerved: That as he gave himſelf jor his _ þ 
Church, that he might ſandify 4 
Eph. v. 26, aud cleanſe it with Wajſhins u 
5 * of Water by the Ward, ond. X 
preſent it to limſelf a glerious Church, = 
not kaving Spot or Wrinkie, er any ſuch 
thing 5 
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thing; fo all that name the Name of 
Chriſt, may detart from all Iniquiiy, and 
endeavour to be holy, w:thout Blemiſh, 
and be fond of him in Peace at the Day 
of his Appearing. And in particular, I be- 
ſeech thee, to relinquiſh our Sovereign 
with a great Meaſure of the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, that he may make all his 
Subjects joy ful, by his pious and prudent 
Care to promote their Wealth, Peace and 
Godlineſs. Let thy Prieſts alſo be cloath- 
ed with Righteouineſs, and all thy Saints 
ſhout aloud for Joy. The Lord make 
them to encreaſe and abound in Laue one 
' towards another, and towards all Men; 
to the end he may eſtabliſh their Hearts 
unblameable in Holineſs, before God, even 
ur Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt with all his Saints, 1 Theſſ. 
ini. 12. 
Neo unto him that loved us, and waſh- 
eld us from cur Sins in his own Blood, and 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and ins Father, to him be Glory and Do- 
 minion for ever and ever, Amen, Rev. 
Xv. 6. 
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FRA Y E R 


On any SainT's Dar. 


HOU art to be praifed, O Lord of 

Heaven and Earth, in all thy Works 
of Wonder, which declare the äſtoniſh- 
ing Greatneſs of thy Majeſty, Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, throughout the 
World, One Generation - praiſes thy 
Works to another, and declares thy mighty 


Acts; eſpecially the manifold Wiſdom of 


thy incomprehenſible Love in the Salva- 
tion of Mankind by Chriſt Jeſus, who 
hath brought us the glad Tidings of Peace 
and Reconciliation with thee, and the Pro- 


miſe of immortal Life and Glory, if we 


will be obedient to thee. 


An innumerable Company of holy Souls 


have, in all Ages fince, moſt thankfully 
received and acknowledged this thy Grace 


and tender Mercy, being obedient to the 


very Death, and leaving us an Example 


of pure Love to thee, and conſtant Af- 
fection, and hearty Devotion, and ardent 


Zeal for the Honour of our Lord and 


Maſter 
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A Prayer on any Saint's Day. 183 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, I add my poor Tri- 
bute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to all 


that hath been rendered unto thee, O 


God, who in the Beginning, commande/t 


the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, and | 


haſt now ſhone into the Hearts of thy ho- 
ly Ones, to give the Light of thy Di- 
vine Knowledge in the Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Thanks be to thy infinite Goodneſs, 
as for that glorious Manifeſtation of th 
ſelf in our Fleſh, and the eternal Re- 
demption that the Lord Jeſus obtained 
for us by his Blood, and the Power and 
Dominion which thou haſt given him 
at thy right Hand, after his Reſur- 
rection from the Dead, and his compaſ- 
fionate Interceſſion on our behalf, ſo for 
all thoſe Gifts which he gave unto Men; 
whereby he made ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors 


and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 


Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
the edifying of his Body. Blefling, Ho- 
nour, Glory and Praiſe be to thee, O Fa- 
tner of Mercies, for all thoſe great Inſtru- 
ments of the Holy Ghoſt, the illuſtrious 


- Miniſters of thy Grace, the Ambaſſa- 


dors 


1 Cor. iv. 7. 
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dors for Chriſt, and the bleſſed Cham- 
pions of his holy Truth, who have com- 


municated the Light of thy glorious Goſ- 


pel to the World, and overcome the King- 
dom of Darkneſs, by the Blood of the 
Lamb, and the Word of their 
Teftimeny, nor loving their Lives 
unto the Death, 

Adored be the Mightineſs 


Rev. Xii. 11 


of that 
Plalm vir. 2 of Babes and Sucklings ordain- 
ed Strength, Glory be to thee, O Chriſt, 
whoſe Strength was made per- 
fect in Weakneſs. Glory be 
unto thee, who did commit this heaven- 
ly Treaſure unto earthen Veſſels; who 
approved themſelves the Miniſ- 
_— ters of God in much Patience, 
„ pd | rs : 
A in Afﬀiittion, in Neceſſities, in 
Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, in Im- 


2 Cor. X11. o. 


priſenments, in Telſing to and fro, in La- 


bjurs, in Watchings, in Faſtings, that the 
Excellency of the Power might be of God, 
and not of Men. 

I heartily ſubmit the Power of that 
Divine Truth, for which ey /iffered 
the Loſs of all things, and 
counted them but Dung, that 

they 


Phil. ili. 8 


Grace, which out of the Mouth 
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A Prayer on any Saint's Day, 195 
they might win Chriſt, and be found in 
him. And I rejoice that thou hait had ſo 


many faithful Servants who have loved 
' thee, O Lord, thou Lover of Souls, more 


than their own Lives; moſt earneſtly de- 
firing to be inſpired with the very ſame 
Spirit which was in them, that I may leave 
ſome Example, though never ſo ſmall, of 
hearty and univerſal Obedience, to thoſe 
that ſhall come after, 

Accept, good Lord, of my ſincere Reſo- 
lution to be a Fo/lower of them, i 
even as they were of Chriſt, Cor. xi. ü. 
in Pureneſs, in Knowledge, 
in Long-ſuffering, in Kindneſs, 
in Love unfeigned; that my 2 Cor. i. 12. 
Rejoicing may be this, The 
Teſtimony of my Conſeience, that in Sim—- 
plicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſhly 


2 Cor. vi. 6%. 


Miſdom, but by thy Grace, I have had my 


Converſation in the World; providing for 
honeſt things, not only in the 


x Sight of our Lord, but alſo in the e 


Sight of all Men. Make me conſtant and 
courageous in the Profeſſion of thy holy 
Truth, and be willing 70 paſs through 
Honour or Diſhonour, through good Re- 


| fort or evil Report, for the Lord's ſake, 


hoping 


186 4 Prayer on any Saint's Day. 


Ai hoping that , the Suffering of | 


Chriſt abound in me my Con- 
 folation alſo ſhall abcund by Chriſt. 
Stir me up, I beſeech thee, and quicken 
me, that I may ſhew the ſame Diligence 
that thy Saints have done, 10 the full Afſu- 
„ of Hope unto the Ind ; 
= * that I may not be flothful, but 
a Toller of them, who 
through Faith and Patience inherit the 
8 Promiſes, How ſhall J eſcape 
en I negled ſo great Salvation, 


WA which at firſt began to be ſpoken 
by the Lord, and was conformed by them 


that heard him; God alſo bearing tbem 


i ttneſs with Signs and Wonders, and f 


with divers Miracles of the Holy Ghoſt, 
according to his ewn Will? O dare We the 
mighty Aſſiſtance of that divine Power 


h 
. with me, that behaving my 


ſelf ſo bulily, juſtly, and uu- 
blameably as they did, I may reſt at laſt 


together with 7hem, when cur Lord Jeſus 
Hall be revealed from Heaven 
'o  aeith bis mighty Angels, to be 
glorified in his Saints, and ad- 

mired i in all them that believe. 


And 
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A Prayer on any Saint's Day, 187 
And now preſerve me this Day from 
diſhonouring that worthy Name whereby 
we are called; knowing bow james fl. 7. 
we ought to follow them, Who 2. Theſſ. iii. 
behaved not themſelves diſor- 7.13. 
derly among thoſe that believed. That by 
this Reſt from my ordinary Labours, I 
may not learn Idleneſs, nor grow weary 
of well-diing ; but the better diſpoſed in 
my Mind, by all the Refreſhments of my 
Body, to do my Duty in the Place and 
Relations wherein thou haſt ſet me, with 
greater Chearfulneſs, Fidelity and Diligence 
to the End of my Days. O that it may 
be my higheſt Pleaſure to attend on thee, 
and praiſe thee in the Aſſemblies of thy 
Saints. Give me ſuch a ſenfible Delight 
and Joy in reading and meditating on thy 
holy Word, and in the remembrance of all 
thy Mercies, that nothing in this World 
may make me forget the Sweetneſs of it; 
but every thing may excite me more to 
praiſe, extol, and magnify thy loving Kind- 
nels to me; and to expreſs my Thankful- 
neſs in a free and ready Obedience to thy 


Commands, till I be made fit to be admit- 


ted into the Company of the bleſſed there 
to praiſe thee, World without end, Amen. 
A 
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PRAYER 


Upon the Day of one's Bik TH. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Former and 
Preſerver of all T hings, all thy 
Works praiſe thee, and declare thy infi- 
nite Greatneſs, Wiſdom, and Bounty, and 
call upon us likewiſe to magnify thy Name 


with our continual Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 


ings. I humbly bow myſelf before thy 
glorious Majeſty, who inhabiteſt Eternity, 
acknowledging that it is but a little Time 
_ lince I was not, and that I am not gone 
down again into Silence, 1s to be aſcribed 
only to thy Omnipotent Goodneſs, which 
brought me into Being, to praiſe thee 
among the reſt of thy Creatures. 

I thank thee, O Lord, by 20m I was 
3 fearfully and wonderfully made, 


114,15. and Curioufly wrought in my 


Mother's Womb. Thou art he 
that took me thence; thou didſt make me 


„ when T was upon my Mo- 
45h 0 4 ther”'s Breaſt. By thee ] have 

been bolden up ever ſince, and 
moſt carefully provided for, when I could 
not 
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A Prayer upon one's Birth-Day, 189 


not think at all of thy tender Mercies to- 
wards me. And therefore now that Iam 
grown to the Uſe of my Reaſon, my Praiſe 
ought to be continually of thee. O 0 
the Lord, my Soul, and all pg, ii, 
that is within me Bleſs his ho- 2. 


ly Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and 


forget not all bis Benefits. 


While I live will 1 praiſe the Pl ans, 
Lord; I will jing Praiſe to my God, while 
T have any Being. 

Pardon, I beſeech thee, my Ingratitude, 
in that I have no earlier remembred thee, 
my Creator, in whom I live and move, 
and who giveſt me all things richly to en- 
joy, Accept of my unfeigned Reſolutions 
to preſerve hereafter a more grateful Senſe 
of thy great Goodneſs to me, and to glo- 
rity thee with my Body, and with my Spi- 
rit, which are thine. Vouchſafe me the 
Alſiſtance of thy heavenly Grace, that I 
may return them back upon thee, pure and 
undefiled ; full of Wiſdom and ſpiritual 
Underſtanding ; full of Love and devout 
Affection to thee ; full of all good Works, 
and the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to which 
thou haſt created me again by 


Chriſt TFeſus, that 1 ſhould = + 3D 


walk in tem. Bleſſed 


190 A Prayer upon one's Birth Day. 
_ Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt ſent him 


to give me a new and better Life. I 
thank thee for all the Helps and Com- 
forts of his Religion, O that my Heart 
may be poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſtrong Belief 
of it, and ſuch a ſincere Love to it, that! 
may feel indeed that I am born again, 
and made a new Creature: meditatin 4. 
daily on thy Mercies; breathing forth 7 
my Soul to thee in Prayers, and Praiſes, © 
and Thankſgivings ; walking in the Spi- 
rit of Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs i 
and Truth; and proving what 
75 acceptable to our Lord. | 
All the Thanks and Services I am able 
to render to thee, are nothing worth: 
but the longer I live, I moſt earneſtly de- 
ſire the more hearty, and the purer they 
may be; and the more I may be ena- 
bled to do for th Honour and Glory. 
If thou ſuffereſt me to continue in this 
Life another Year, O that in the Con- 
cluſion of it, I may preſent myſelf unto 
thee again more improved in all that is 
praiſe worthy. The Time paſt is too much 
to have miſpent; O that I may ſuffer no 


more of my Precious hours to run waſte, : 
but 


Eph. v. q. 


* A Prayer upon one's Birth-Day. 191 
but that they may all be taken up, and 
carefully laid out in well-doing. | 
Help me diligently to Huſband fo great 
2 a Treaſure, which thou entruſteſt me 
withal, and to employ it in order to a 
1 bleſſed Eternity, Let not the Care of 
this World, and the Deceitful- 1 
= neſs of Riches, and the Luſts of W 
other things entering in, choke thoſe good 
Seeds which thou haſt ſown in m Heart, 
2 /o that they may become more fruitful ; but 
9 enable me, as I grow in Years, to encreaſe 
4 alſo in Love, Joy, Peace, 


Long: ſis ufering, Faith, . 


- * neſs, Temperance, and all other Fruits of 
thy holy Spirit. 

- 3 And fince I have been thy Care ſo long, 

? 1 Tull ſtill hope in thee continually, that I 


hall yet praiſe thee more and 
1 more. Caſt me not off, if I 1 e 
18 Live to the fime of old Age; . 

7 forſake me not when my Strength faileth. 
to 0 God, thou haſt taught me from my 
is 2 Nouth, and hitherto I have declared thy 
ch xoondrous WW orks. Hold me up 1 
no ſtill, and 7 ſhall be ſafe. Or- he: 3 
te, der my Steps in thy Word, and 0 8 
ut let not any Iniquity have Dominion over 

x me 2: 


; | 
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me : That fo F the evil Days 
come and the Years draw ni gh, 
when I ſha'l jay, I have no Pleaſure in 
them, 1 may rejoice in the Remembrance 2 
of a well- ipent Life, and having a good 
Eeeleſ. vii. i Kode * thee, mae Day of wy F 
Death may be better than the 
Day of my Birth. 
O that Death may never ſurprize me, 
nor find me unprepared, Help me to 
wa.k alway ſo circumſpectly, and to be ſo 
mindſul of my latter End, that when Death 
comes, it tay be no Stranger to me, but 
I may entertain it as an Acquaintance, and | 
a Friend; and with the ſame chearſulneſs 
put off my Body and lay it down in the 
Grave, that I pui off my Cloaths, and lay 
myſelf down in my Bed. I commit my 
ſelf iotirely to thee, both now and ever, 
waiting for thy Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, at * 
that great Day, when thou ſhalt awake 
us out of the Duſt, O that I may then 
be numbered amongſt the Juſt, and ſtand * 
at the right Hand of our Saviour, and hear 
that joyful Voice, Come ye bleſſed of my © 
5 Father, inherit the Kingdom Fs 
Matt. xxv. 34. I 
prepared for you from the Tous 

dation of the World, Amen, 5 
a2 
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For Reſolution in Well-doing. 


— 
7 


That we may be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, here follow particular Pray- 
ers for that Grace; and in caſe of 


to 3 any failing in our Duty, for Repen- 
o 4 tance and Pardon, and for an Heart 
h truly ſenſible of the Divine Goodneſs, 
tand more conſiderate and careful for the 
41 Time to come. 

18 


8. 0 Moſt bleſſed God, the Fountain 
A of Wiſdom, Power, Strength, 
24 and all other Perfections, from whoſe 
Bounty I have formerly received, and 
at preſent enjoy innumerable Bleſſings, 
ke and have no Hope for the future, but 
ke N 
what ariſes from the ſame everlaſting 
- Spring of all Good, which is never 
: weary of deriving its Benefits unto us, 
I ought in a Senſe of my intire Depen- 
dance upon thee, to be very humble, 
very thankful ; exceeding ſollicitous for 
thy Favour, and deſirous of thy good 
4 0 1 Will; 


Þ+ | 


194 A Prayer for Reſolution 
Will; forrowful for my Neglects of thee; 


aſhamed of the pitiful Returns I have 


made of thee ; and moſt permptorily re- 
ſolved, and zealouſly bent to approve my- 


ſelf hereafter to thy Divine Majeſly, in *Þ 


all well- doing. 

Accordingly I am now proſtrate be- 
fore thee, to implore the continued pow- 

erful Preſence of that infinite Grace, to 


which I owe theſe holy Thoughts that 


are in my Mind, and by which alone I ! 


can hope to perform and accompliſh * 
them. Poſſeſs me, O God, with ſuch 7 
a full and lively Senſe of thy undeſerved 
and unwearied Love and Kindneſs to 
me, in paſſing by ſo much Ingratitude, 


and ſo many Tranſgreſſions; in layin 


on me ſuch ſtrong and manifold Obliga- | > 
tions to be happy by obeying thee, ane 
in affording me ſuch powerful Afliſtan- 
ces to attain that Happineſs, that! 
may love thee proportionably with a a 
more conſtant and ſtedfaſt Affection, and 
feel an unalterable Will ſettled in me, 
to do the Duty thou requireſt of me 
into whatſoever State and Condition 


of Life thou ſhalt be pleaſed to diſpoſe 2 


me, 
When 
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in Well- doing. 19 5 
When we have loved thee all that 


we can, I am ſenſible we have loved 
thee but a little; becauſe we, and all 
that we can do, are ſo inconſiderable. 


How ſmall a thing then is it, how poor 
and contemptible that we return unto 


thee, when we love thee not ſo much 
as we are able! O bleſſed God, cauſe 
ſuch a delightful Senſe of thy Goodneſs 
to fall upon my Heart, and to abide 
with me, that all the Powers of my 
Soul may ſtrain themſelves to love thee, 
and unite themſelves unto thee, in an un- 
alterable Choice of thy Will, to be the 
ſole Governor of all my Deß ns, and 
Defires, and Actions throughout the whole 
Courſe of my Life. I love myſelf moſt, 


1 ſee, when ] love thee intirely ; and ſerve 


myſelf, by doing thee all faichful Ser- 
vice. In Union with thee I am at Reſt 
and Peace; and in conſtant Adherence to 
thee conſiſts my eternal Safety and Se- 
curity. | 

To thee therefore, with the deliberate 
and full Conſent of my Will, I devote 
myſelf ; refolving to love and ſerve thee 


with all my Heart, and with all my 
= Soul, and with all my ſtrength, ] vow 


OS unto 


196 A Prayer for Reſolution 

unto thee, as I have done often, all fin- 
cere Obedience; and proteſt againſt every 
thing that is contrary to thy holy Com- 
mands, as contrary alſo to my own Senſe 
and Judgment, to my moſt ſober and 
ſerious Thoughts, and to my moſt adviſ- 
ed Counſels and Reſolutions. They all 
acknowledge how juſt and reaſonable, 
bow good and pleaſant, how profitable 
and beneficial, how honourable and glo- 


rious it is to be a Doer of thy Will, 


which, beſides the preſent Contentment 


and Satisfaction of it, hath a great Re- 


compence of Reward. 


O preſerve in my Mind a conſtant |? 
Remembrance, how dearly I am 


bought by the precious Blood of thy 


Son Chriſt; how early I was dedicated 


to thy Service; how often I have ſince 
found abundant Cauſe to determine I 
would be thine; how I have condemn- 


ed myſelf ſor the Breach of thoſe holy 
Purpoſes ; and what great Satisfaction 


of Mind I have had in the keeping of 


thy Commandments ; that ſo I may 


never wilfully oftend againſt ſo many 


forcible Reaſons obliging me to my Du- 
ty; but be ſwayed by them, notwith- 
On ſtanding 
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in Well- doing. „ 
ſtanding all the Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh or the Devil, to perſevere 


in a reſolved Obedience to thee for 


ever, 5 
And by the Power of thy holy Spi- 
rit, I beſeech thee to make them clear- 
er, ſtronger and more effectual ; that 1 
may have the fame Thoughts, Paſſions, 


Inclinations and Purpoſes now, which 


I ſhall be apt to have when I come to 


die. For which End, help me often to 


place myſelf before thy Judgment-ſeat, 


and to conſider that I muſt give an Ac- 


count for all that I have received; for 
thy Holy Goſpel ; for thy Divine Inſpi- 
rations ; for the Counſels and Exhorta- 
tions of thy Miniſters; for all the Means 

and Helps of growing better, and for all 
the Encouragements I have, even from 


the good Things of this Life, which thy 


Bounty beſtows upon me: That by a 
careful Preparation for ſuch a Reckon- 
ing, I may be kept cloſe and ſtedfaſt to 
my Duty, in hope of that exceeding glo- 


rious Reward, which our Lord will be- 
ſtow upon all his faithful Servants, at the 


Day of his Appearing. Amen. 
Es K 3 Another 


KBPS A. — —— 


198 ÞA Prayer for Reſolution 
Another to the ſame Effect. 


O Moſt great and glorious Majeſty 
| of Heaven and Earth, who art of 
unſpotted Purity, and in whom there is 
not the leaſt ſhadow of Change, I 
know that all the Reſolutions of thy 
Wiſdom are moſt juſt and equal; and I 
cannot chooſe, when I am in my right {7 
Mind, to be guided by any thing elſe |}! 
but thy holy Will; who defigneſt, I ſee, 
in all the Revelations thou haſt made 
of thyſelf to us, to make us like to thy | * 
own bleſſed Nature. I do here own and |). 
acknowledge moſt heartily the Righte- £ 
ouſneſs and Goodneſs of all thy Laws; 
1 admire the Lovelineſs of thy Image in 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 
neſs; I loath my own Deformity whillt 
1 am unlike thee, I implore thy re- 
newing Grace, as the greateſt Blefling 
I can receive from thee ; and I bind my- 


- R — — ov Oe noe ene Af 
— —— — — — 


ſelf to the faithful Improvement of it, 
| as the weightieſt Employment of my #7 | 
Life. 8 — | 
I am abundantly ſatisfied in the De- -; 
claration thou haſt made of thy gracious |? f 


Purpoſes | 


in Well. doing. 199 
Purpoſes towards us. I renounce all 
Thoughts and Deſires that are contrary 
thereunto, and reſolve that Holineſs 
and eternal Lite ſhall be my Deſign and 
Study, I expect no Pardon, O my God, 
but in Ways of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs 
and Godlineſs. I hope for a bleſſed Im- 
mortality, only by patient Continuance 
in Well-doing. I conſent to every Part 
of the holy Goſpel, and add my Teſti- 
mony to the Truth of its Words. That 


none of thy Commandments are grievous ; 


but thy Yoke is eaſy, and thy Burthen 


light. 1 hope, O Lord, by thy Grace, I 


ſhall never contradict myſelf by diſown- 
ing, in my Practice, thoſe free and ſerious 
Profeſſions; but that I ſhall every Day 
fo call to Mind my own Proteſtations 
and Reſolutions, as to continue, with an 


' unwearied Diligence, in ſtedfaſt Obedi- 
ence to thy Commands, and to grow 


ſtill ſtronger in the Grace of the Lord 


Jeſus, 


O that every ſuch Addreſs as this un- 


to thy Divine Majeſty, may leave a 


greater Senſe of thee, and of my Duty, 
and of my Happineſs, and of my mani- 
fold Oblications. and repeated Promiſes 


4 upon 
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200 A Prayer for Reſolution, Cc. 


upon my Heart: That I may always 


go out of thy Preſence with my Mind 
more towards Heaven; with lower 
Thoughts of all the Enjoyments of this 
Life; with a greater Reliſh of Piety and 


Holineſs, and more paſſionate Deſires 
to become every way ſuch as thou canſt 


approve, and love, and delight in for 
ever. And aflift me, I humbly beſeech 
thee, ſo conſtantly from above, that 
whatſoever good Thoughts are at any 
time in my Mind, they may grow to fix- 


ed Principles; and all heavenly Affecti- 


ons may become a new Nature, and the 
conſtant Temper of my Spirit; and all 
my Purpoſes and Reſolutions may ad- 
vance into a ſerious Practice and Exerciſe 
of Godlineſs; and all the Actions of an 
holy Life may grow more free, chearful, 


vigorous, and full of Delight, till they 


be compleated in everlaſting Bliſs, 


through Chriſt Jeſus. Amen, 


[ 201 } 8 
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After Relapſe into any Sin. 

Caſt down myſelf before thee, O 
moſt holy Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, with an humble, ſorrowful and 
penitent Heart, adoring thy infinite 
Grace, which ſuffers ſuch a vile and 
miſerable Sinner to approach into. thy. 
Preſence, I am thine indeed, dedica- 
ted long ago to thy Service, which I 
have ſince choſen, as the moſt perfect 
Freedom; but ſo much the greater Rea- 
fon I have to be abaſhed before thee, 
and to be aſtoniſhed at thy forbearing 
Mercy, which prolongs the Life of ſuch. 
an one as I am, who have been ſo talte 
to thee, and to my own Reſolutions. 1 
remember, in the bitterneſs of my Soul, 
how many Obligations thou haſt laid 
upon me to obſerve and obey theo; how 
often I have acknowledged the Jutlice 
and Goodneſs of thy Precepts; and how 
frequently I have promiſed and vowed. 
to conform myſelf unto them; and 
what great and precious Promiſes thon 
K 5 bart. 
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haſt made to me of invaluable Bleſſings 3 ; 
and yet, Wretch that I am, I have 
been drawn aſide from thy Ways by 
ny and light Temptations; and for 

a ſmall and momentary 


Here mention Pleaſure or Gain*, have 


the particular 


„„ - . ventured the Loſs of thy 


Favour, which is better 
than Life itſelf. 


O God, that thou ſhouldeſt have Pa- 
tience with ſo perfidious, ſo ungrateful, 


fo ſenſeleſs a Creature as I am! That 


thou ſhouldeſt permit me to ſee the 
Light of the Sun, and haſt not condemn- 


ed me to utter Darkneſs in weeping, 


wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth! but 
that thou giveit me leave to look to- 
wards Heaven, and that I have an Heart 


to ſpeak unto thee, and ſtill may call 


thee Father, ſaying, Father I have ſin- 


ned againſt thee. and am no more worthy 


to be 92127 thy Son. O the Riches! O the 


unſearchable Riches of thy Grace! J 


can never ſufficiently admire thy ex- 
cecding great Long- ſufffering towards me 


in Chrift Jeſus; nor ſufficiently abhor 
and loath myſelf for my foul Revolt 


from thee, who art fo kind and gra- 


cious; 


with thee, that thou mayeſt 4 a 


into any Sin. 203 
cious; eſpecially if I ſhould ſtill conti- 
nue to abuſe ſuch tender mercy and Com- 
paſſion towards me. Tribulation and 
Anguiſh, Indignation and Wrath, I ac- 
knowledge, is the due Portion of thoſe that 


do evil; and if thou ſhouldeſt abandon me, 


and lt me out of thy Sight, I muſt con- 


feſs that thou art righteous, and that I 


reap but the Fruit of my own Ways, and 


ſuffer the deſerved Puniſhment of my late 


Iniquity. 
But thou, O God, delighteſt in Mer- 


cy, and there is Forgiveneſs 
55 4 8 7 fal. cxxx. 4. 


be. ſeared. Thou haſt ſworn 18 5 
that thou deſireſt not the Death of a 
Sinner, but rather that he ſhould re- 
turn and live; and haſt ſent thy Son 
Jeſus, with the moſt endearing Argu- 
ments of the greateſt Love, to perſuade 
us to return to our Duty. Behold, 
O Lord, I return with Grief and Af- 
fliction of Spirit, that I have offended 
thee, deteſting the Thoughts of doing 
the like again, and reſolving to be more 
careful and diligent, and circumſpzCt for 
the Time to come, O let me live to the 
Praiſe of thy O:nnipotent Grace, en- 

= © St abling 
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abling me to perform theſe Reſolutions 
in a more ſtrict and exact Obedience to 
thy holy Commands, the reſt of my 
Days. 

N Mercy, I | moſt- earneſtly 
beg, O Father of Mercies, for the ſake 
of him that died for me: Not merely 
for the Pardon of my Sins, but for a Dt- 


vine Power to enable me to ſubdue them. 


I defire not thy infinite Goodneſs to bear 
me out in Rebellion againſt thy Righ- 


teouſneſs, Purity and Truth; but that 


by thy Goodneſs 1 may be partaker of 


them; that my Repentance may be 


accepted; and that it may be hearty 


and ſtedfaſt, never to be repented of. 
I defire no Peace, Quiet and Eaſe in 


my Heart, but in a conſtant and reſo- 
lute Oppoſition to. all the Temptations. 


of the World, the Fleſh and the Devil; 


and in the Hope I have, that through 


thy gracious Aſfiſtance it ſhall be vico- 


rious. 


O ſettle me, 1 beleech thee, in this 
holy Diſpofition, that I may perſevere 
an entire Friendihip with thee here- 
after, by an happy Agreement with 
thy Will and Pleaſure in every thing. 

And 


into any Sin. 205 


And for that End make me ſtrong in the 
Tord, and in the Power of bis e 0 
Mi. ght ; that being ſenfible r 1 
of my own great Weakneſs, I may more 
earneſtly depend upon thy Aid from 
above, by an humble and vigorous Faith 
in thy Almighty Goodneſs, Maintain 
Z fuch a clear Light in my Mind, that 
may keep me from being deceived with 
the vain Shadows and empty appear- 
ances of ſatisfactory Pleaſure in any 
thing of this World. Fortify my Will 
with the Power of thy Divine. Love, 
that I may overcome all ſenſual Affections 
that ariſe in me, at any time, againſt thy 
facred Commands. And polleſs me 
with ſuch a lively Hope of thoſe good 
Things which Chriſt hath promiſed in 
the other Life, that may make me 
active and zealous, Redfaf and un- 
moveable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, knowing that my 
Labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. 

Thou knoweſt the Secrets of all 
Hearts; let thy Mercy, O Lord, be 
upon me, according as I deliberatel 
| and lincerely chooſe to cleave unto thee 


— | with 


. hankſgiving 


with Purpoſe of Heart, O caſt 

Ahh * * 15 me not away from thy Preſence, 
11. and tate not thy poly Spirit from 
me: But bide thy Face from my 

Sins, and blot out all mine Iniquities. 
(ireate- in me a clean Heart, O God, and 
Pats. to renew a conſtant Spirit in me, N 
PC ix, 13.14. Make my Heart to be ſoundin 
1, thy Statutes, that I may never 

be aſtamed.. | Keep back thy Servant alſo 
from preſumptuous Sins; let them not 
have Dominion over me; then ſhall I be 
upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the 
great Tranſgreſſion. The Words of my 
Mouth, and the Meditation of my Heart, 
ſpall be accepted in thy Sight, O Lord, my 
Strength, and my Redeemer. Amen, 

h Amen. 
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#Tu unte rive to the Divine Good- 
| neſs for any Hope of a PARDON after 
[ ſuch a RELAPSE, 


1 Eternal moſt bleſſed God, the Foun- 
| WW tain of all Good, from whence all 
Creatures derive whatloever they enjoy, 
They are all poor and. indigent Things, 
full of Neceſtitics and Wants, which 

are 
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for Hope of Pardon. 207 
are continually ſupplied out of thy Ful- 
neſs, But the Wants of our Souls are 
the moſt lamentable, becauſe, beſides 


the Poverty of Creatures, we have made 


a great many Needs to ourſelves, by 


our wilful Departure from thee, in whom 


we live, and move, and have our Being, 
We ſtand in need of thy Pardon, of thy 
converting Grace, and the greater Sup- 


plies of thy holy Spirit, which we know 


not how with any Confidence to ex- 
pect. But that all theſe Wants are 
not too big for thy infinite Goodneſs to 
relieve, and that thou haſt been pleaſed 
molt compaſſionately to conſider our mi- 


ſerable Condition, in ſending Chriſt 


Jeſus into the World, and filling him 
with all the Treaſures of thy Grace 
and Mercy, that he might diſpence 
them to us, according to our ſeveral 
Neceſſities. 1 1 | 
O how excellent is thy loving Kind- 
neſs, O God! how ſurpaſſing is thy 
Love! that will paſs by the inſolent Of- 


fences of thy Creatures againſt thy high 
Authority, and Sovereign Goodnels, 
and not let them eternally periſh with- 


out a Remedy, in that, forlorn Condi- 


tion 
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tion into which they have brou - 
themſelves! Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed | 
thy ſparing Mercy, which hath Aeli. 
vered Chriſt Feſus for our Offences, and 
teſtified thy Acceptance of his Sacrifice 
of himſelf by rating him again for our 
Fuſtification. Bleſſed be thy Name for 
the gracious Declaration which thou haſt 
made, That if any Man fin, 
we have an Advocate with 
thee, Chriſt Teſus the Righteous, ho 
is the Propitiation for our Sins, I moſt 
thankfully receive theſe glad Tidings, 
5 which are worthy of all Accep- 
3 tation, that Feſus Chri/t came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, Thanks 
be to thy tender Mercy, which hath re- 
ſtored us to a Poſſibility of recovering 
thy Grace and Favour, The ſmalleſt 
Hope of it, I acknowledge, is more va- 
luable than the greateſt Abundance of alt 
the Enjoyments and Pleaſures of this pre- 
ſent Life. 
What Praiſe therefore, what Love, 
what Obedience am I bound to render 
unto thee, who haſt given me ſuch a 
good Hope of Peace and Reconciliation 


with thee; and thereby delivered me 
| from 


1 John ii. 1, 2. 
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from the Horror of my own guilty 
Mind, remembring that I have adven- 
tured to oppoſe my Will to thine? I 
ought for ever, with the moſt zealous 
Devotion of a grateful and obedient 
Heart, to admire and ſtand amazed at 
thy inconceiveable Grace, which will 
not ſtrictly mark what is done amiſs; 
but accept of our Repentance and A- 
mendment, inſtead of an intire and con- 
ſtant Performance of our Duty to thee. 
O the Height, the Depth, the Length, 
and the Breadth of thy Love in Chriſt 
Feſus ! which is the Satisfaction of our 
Heart, and the joy of our Lives ; which 
would otherwiſe be intolerably grievous 
and burthenſome to us, whilſt we remem- 
ber that we are Sinners, . 

Fill me, O Lord, with a moſt ardent 
Love to thee, now that I here offer up 
my ſelf, in Truth and Sincerity of Heart 
to be wholly diſpoſed by thee. Behold, 
O Lord, my Will lies at thy Feet; I 
would have no Will of my own, but 
defire only that thy Will may be done. 
And fill me with an holy Fear of thee 
that thy indulgent Mercy may not make 
me remiſs, and negligent, and preſump- 

tuous 
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tuous again to offend thee; but a per- 
petual Senſe of my new Obligations to 
_ thee, in reviving my Hopes, which 1 
had forteited in thee, may render me 
more watchful, more diligent, more ear- 
neſt and ſolicitous, more humble and 
diſtruſtful of myſelf, and more fervent 
to implore the powerful Succours of thy 
Divine Grace, BO Rs 

O that it may be as natural to me to 
pray to thee, as it is to breathe, And 
thou who filleſt the Hungry with good 
Things, pour into me Life and Strength, 
and Vigour ; and in a conſtant Dependance 
on thee, and hearty Endeavour to do thy 
Will. Strengthen me with 
Might by thy Spirit in the inner 
Man; that notwithſtanding the ſtrong- 
eſt Temptations wherewithal I may be aſ- 
faulted, and notwithſtanding the Weak- 
neſs and Feebleneſs of my own Spirit to 
reſiſt them, I may perſevere couragiouſly 
in Well-doing unto the End, and finiſh 
my Courſe with Joy, and lay myſelf down 
to reſt in an holy Hope, that I ſhall enter 
into a State of Safety and Security from all 
Danger, and for ever in the Joy of our 
Lord, Amen. : 


Eph. iii .19. 


1 
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A PRAYER for the Divine Grace, 


\ Moſt bleſſed God, the high and 
mighty One, who inhabiteſt Eter- 
nity, and art what thou always watt, 
and ever wilt be, the moſt perfect Pow- 
er, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Truth, the 
Fountain of all the Perfections that are 
in us, we ought to addreſs ourſelves to 
thee in the greateſt Humility of Spirit, 
having nothing to preſent thee withal 
which we can call our own ; and being 
unable by all our Righteouſneſs to pro- 
fit thee, who ſtandeſt in need of none 
of thy Creatures, But alas! O Lord, 
we have robbed thee of that which we 
have received from thee, and are fo far 
from giving thee any thing of ours, 
that we have not returned to thee that 
which 1s thine. 33 
O the miſerable Condition, therefore, 
into which we have brought ourſelves! 
who are not ſo much as fit to receive any 
more from thy Divine Bounty ; and, 
which is worſe, have been too unwil- 
ling to partake of thy Favours ! O thy 
infinite Love in Chriſt Jeſus, which hath 
beſtowed 
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| beſtowed the richeſt Grace upon us, 


whether we would: or no! Thou haſt 
honoured our Nature with thy Divine 
Preſence, dwelling in it. Thou haft 
delivered him to die for our Sins. Thou 
haſt given us a bleſſed Hope in thee, 
by his Reſurrection from the Dead. Thou 
1 haſt ſen? him to bleſs us, in 
turning every one of us from 
our Iniquities; and given him all Power 
in Heaven and Earth, that he may ſuccour 
and ſtrengthen us when we are tempted, 
and enable us to overcome, | 
I thank thee with all my Soul, for this 
abundant Grace ſo freely and undeſerved- 
ly conferred upon us; which encourages 
me to hope in thee now, that thou in- 
clineſt my Heart towards thee, and haſt 
given me a thankful Senſe of thy Love, 
and ſome Will to obey thee, and holy 
Reſolutions to cleave unto thee in Well- 
doing ; that thou wilt not deny me the 
conſtant Aſſiſtance of thy good Spirit 
which our Saviour hath bid us aſk of thee, 
to ſtrengthen, confirm and ſettle what thou 
haſt begun to do for me, in a perfect 
Love and ſtedfaſt Obedience to all thy 
holy Commands. „ 8 | 
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O God of all Grace and Might, the 
Root of our Life, and Power, and 
Strength, without whom all good De- 
fires and Purpoſes wither and die; with- 
draw not the ſweet Influences of thy 
holy Spirit from thy unworthy Servant, 
who intirely confides in thee, and hath 
no Hope but in thy infinite Mercies, 
Remember not againſt me former Ini- 
quities ; let not my late Back-fliding 
and Return to Folly, cut me off from 
the Communication of thy Grace; 
which is wont to preſs into thoſe Souls 
that open themſelves to receive it, and 
ſeriouſly thirſt after it. My Soul thirſt- 
eth for thee, O God, that I may be 
more firmly united to thee, and be 
made more exactly like thee, in un- 
changeable Righteouſneſs, Purity, and 
Goodneſs. 
Cheriſh and increaſe the moſt faint, 
but ſincere Motions, which thou ſeeſt 
in me towards a more compleat Parti- 
cipation of thee: And eſpecially pre- 
ſerve in me a full Confidence in thy Al- 
mighty Love, as ready to accompliſh 
the Deſires and Endeavours of all thoſe 
who . yield up themſelves unto it,. in 
5 hearty 
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hearty Willingneſs to be governed by it; 
that being born up by this ſtrong Hope 
in thee, my Helper and exceeding 
great Reward, no Temptation may be 
able to prevail over me; but I may 
walk ſtedfaſtly and evenly with thee, 


in all Conditions and Circumſtances of | 


Life. Make me feel ſo much of the 
Comfort of this Faith, and Love, and 
Hope, and Obedience, reviving me to 
a delightful Senſe of a bleſſed Immorta- 
lity, that whatſoever Allurements or 


Diſcouragements I meet withal in this 


World, they may only provoke me to 
give a greater Proof of all thoſe in a 
conſtant Adherence to my Duty, and 
occaſion the Increaſe of my unſpeakable 
Joy and Satisfaction. 

And enlarge my Heart thereby to 


ſuch a Meaſure of Chriſtian Piety, that 


I may not only be innocent and harm- 
leſs, but forward alſo to do Good, and 
not only be contented with my Portion, 
but rejoice in our Lord always; and re- 
Joice not only to do thy Will, but to ſuf- 
fer allo for Rioheouſick ſake, knowing 
that great ſhall be my Reward in Hea- 
ven, Bleſs my Endeavours to add 70 


Faith, 


hy, 1 
—— — 


ledge, Temperance; and to Tem- 
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Faith, Virtue, and to Virtue, 4 


Knowledge; ; "and to Nase pt I , , of 
perance, Patience; and to Patience, God- 
lineſs; and to Godlineſi, Brotherly-kind- 
neſs; and to Brotherly-kindneſs, Charity : 


That doing theſe Things, 1 may never. 


fall; but an Entrance may be miniſtred to 
me abundantly into the everlaſting King- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Fo — | 


Amen. 


—— 


— 


A 2 Prayer 5" any Man's Occaſions 


call him to a Place where he fears 
Danger. | 


O Almighty God, "ho art every 


where, and more eſpecially preſent 


to thoſe Souls that look up unto thee with 
an high Eſteem of thy Favour and Grace, 
and with hearty Deſires to continue in thy. 

ome by patient continuance in Well-do- 


In this humble Faith in thy Divine 


Goolnels, and with a due Fear and Re- 
verence of thy Glorious Majeſty, I proſ- 
trate my Soul and Body before thee, to put 


mylelt 1 into thy moſt gracious protection, 
and 
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and to beg the powerful Aſſiſtance of thy 
holy Spirit, to preſerve me whereſoever I 
am, in a dutiful Obſervance of all thy 
boly Commands. 

I am ſenſible, O Lord, that we live in 
a World of "Temptations, yo that our 
Nature is weak, and ready to yield to 
them ; and that our AﬀcAtons are apt to 


wander after Vanity ; and that ſudden Paſ- 


ſions oftentimes tranſport us from our Du- 
But I know withall, that a Senſe of 


thy all- ſeeing Eye, and of the Life to come, 


and of the Rewards and Puniſhments which 
thou wilt render, according to our Works, 
will certainly over-awe all ſinful Motions 
in me, and break the Force of the ſtrong- 
eſt Temptations that aſſault me, And 
therefore, the greater the Danger is, the 


more earneſtly I ſue unto thee, to be poſ- 


ſeſſed with a piercing Senſe, and lively Re- 
membrance of theſe Things, which may 
abide with me alway ; and eſpecially this 


Day in every Place and Company into 


which I ſhall come. 
O that I may not be ſo forgetful of 


thee, and of mine own Good, as for the 


ſmall and momentary Pleaſures of this 


World, to hazard the Loſs of thoſe great 
and 
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.and eternal Joys which we expect in 


the other Life. But enable me, O moſt 
gracious God, ſo to behave myſelf, that 
when I have paſſed through all the Em- 
ployments and Occaſions of this Day, I 
may bring myſelf back again into thy 
Preſence, ſo pure and undefiled, that I 


may begin thoſe Joys that are to come, 


in chearful Praiſes of thee, and in a com- 
fortable Senſe that thou dwelleſt i in me, 
and art leading me by thy Holy Spirit to 
immortal Happineſs, EL Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Amen. 


—_— n — 
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A Prayer for ſerious and effeftual Con- 


fideration, the better to eſtabliſb all good 
Reſolutions. 


Moſt glorious Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, who art above the 


Higheſt of all our Thoughts, and much 
-more beyond all our Words : But that 


thou art Great and Mighty, we know by 
thy Works of Wonder which we be- 


| hold. And the admirable - Diſpoſure 


and Government of all Things tells us, 


that thou art infinitely wiſe, and know- 
eſt 
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eſt all Things. We ſee how good thou 
art, by the large Proviſion which thou 
haſt made for all thy Creatures every 
where, Thy Precepts teach us how juſt 
and holy thou art ; and by thy Promiſes 
we know that thou art gracious and boun- 
tiful ; and by thy Threatnings, that thou 


hateſt Iniquity; and by thy executing of 
both, that thou art faithful and true, 


and wilt ſave we Godly, and puniſh evil 
TXNEES, 

When we conſider all this, we may 
juſtly wonder at ourſelves, that we 
| ſhould not fear thee, and reverence thee, 
and love thee, and ſeek thy Love and 
Favour above MI Things, by ſtudying to 
Pleaſe thee in univerſal Obedience to thy 
bleſſed Will, which deſigns to employ 
thy Almighty Power to make us ſo great, 


ſo happy, and ſo glorious. And there 
is no other Reaſon, I ſee, why we are 


no better affected cowards thee, but be- 
cauſe, our Thoughts are exceeding ſhort, 
and light, and vain; and we fo ſeldom 
conſider, and deeply ponder what we 
confeſs thou art, and in what Relation we 


ſtand to thy Divine e 
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Vouchſafe therefore, O God of all 


Grace, to awake my Mind to a more 


lively and ſtedfaſt Remembrance of thee, 
my Creator, my Redeemer, my daily Be- 
ne factor, and my moſt loving and tender- 
hearted Father in Chriſt Jeſus. O that 
no Day may paſs without ſome ſeri- 
ous and conſiderate Thoughts of thoſe 


Things which ſo nearly concern my 


everlaſting Welfare. And by thy pow- 


erful Preſence with me, enlighten my 


Mind to a clearer Senſe of them. Quick- 


en and enliven that Senſe, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee, and make it fo ſtrong and 
moving, that it may preſs upon my Heart 
and Aﬀections, till it prevails with me to 
ſurrender Soul and Body abſolutely unto 
thee. 

Pardon all my former Neglects of 
thee, and let them not hinder the In- 
fluences of thy holy Spirit upon me, by 
which I may be changed into thy Image 
and Likeneſs, Sanctifyp my Under- 
ſtanding, that I may rightly conceive 
thy holy Truths, and fully apprehend 
them. SanQtify my Memory, that I 

may keep in Mind all that I know of 
thee, and of thy bleſſed Wil! revealed to 


L2 —_ 


220 A Prayer for 

us in Chriſt Jeſus. Sanctify my Will, 
that I may chearfully embrace, and en- 
tirely conſent to thine in all Things, 
And ſanctify all my Affections, that I 
may love thee with all my Heart, and 


Soul, and Strength, and delight in thee 
more then in all the Contentments of this 
Life ; and hope more for thy Glory, than 
all worldly Preferments; and fear thee 
more than the greateſt Potentate upon 


Earth; and take more Care for my Soul © 8 


and eternal Things, than for this Body, 


and all its momentary Pleaſures; and hate 
all Sin more than my greateſt Enemies; 


yea, help me to love mine Enemies; to do 


2 
* 
2 
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good to them that do evil to me; to bleſs v 
them that curſe me, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe me. BE 
For which End, ſanctify all my Paſ- T 
fions, that I may be angry at nothing ,_ 
ſo much, as that I have diſpleaſed thee; 5 
and in an holy Indignation at myſelf, 4 
and in Revenge of my former Negligence _ : 
and Diſobedience, may be more ſtrict 4 8 
and ſevere in the Performance of all my 25 
Duty for the Time to come. Sanftify | G 
me throughout in Body as well as Spi- pa 
rit, that I may poſſeſs it in Hoilneſs and | 
5 Honour, 
4 


ſerious Conſideration, 22t 


* Honour, and all my Senſes may admini- 

ſter Occaſions to my Mind to remember 

2 thee, to praiſe thee, and to bleſs thee, 
. 


* who every way fo liberally provideſt for 


me. Sandtify all my Converſation with 


- others, and all the Employments of this 


Life, that I may {till bz heavenly-minded, 


4 and have a Reſpect to my lait End, and 


: everlaſting Good. Sanctify all the Bleſ- 
: ſings-of Health, and. Strength,. and Peace,. 


and Plenty, and Friends; yea, and all 
the Croſles and Afflictions of this Life, 


that they may make me more feri— 


cus and conſiderate, and help more per- 


W 
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fectly to purify my Spirit, and diſpoſe 
me for the Happineſs of the other 


World. 
Raiſe me, O Lord, to ſuch an ex- 
ceeding great Delight in theſe holy 


Thoughts and Meditations, and enter- 
tain me with ſuch a bliſsful Senſe of 
thee, when I addreſs myſelf unto thee, 
that I may rather be unwilling to de- 
part from thy Preſence, than weary of 
converſing wich thee. And when I re- 


turn to my other Employments again, 
O that my Mind may be often looking 
back towards thee, my God, my ex- 
: L 2 | ceeding 
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cceding Joy, defirous to be always with 


thee, and longing to enjoy thee in un- 


changeable Love and perfect Likeneſs 
to thee ; unto which I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee to bring me, for thy Mercies 
fake declared in Chriſt Jeſus, who lives 
for ever to make Interceſſion for us, 
Amen. 


EJACULATIONS. 


The better to preſerve a conſtant Senſe of 


God in the Mind, and prous Diſpeſitions 
in the Heart, here > follow certain ſhort 
Fjaculations (as we are wont to call 
them) in which, upon ſeveral Occaſions, 
any Man may lift up his Soul to Ged; 
and if he dith it fervently, may find it 
of g? eat Effect. 


When he awakes in the Morning, he 
may ſay; 
I Taid me down and ſſept; Tawaked; for 
the Lord ſuſtained ine, Pfal, iii. 5 


How precious alſo are thy T bought s 


unto me, O God? how great is the Sum 
of them? Tf I would count them, they are 
mor e 
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4 | When he goes into the Church, or his 


4 My Heart is fixed, O God, my Heart 
+ ts fixed; I will ſing and give Praiſe, , 4 


| that my Footſteps flip not, Plal. xvii. 5 
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þ ' more in Number than the Sand, When 1 


* wake, I am till with thee, Pſal. cxxxix. 


17.6 
; When he is dreſſing himſelf. 


O how beautiful is the Ornament of a 

pure, humble, meek, patient and charita- 
ble Spirit! Help me, 0 God, to put on the 

Lord Jeſas, in theſe and all other Virtues, 


Cloſet. 


F. Ivii. 7. 


When he begins any Buſineſs. 
y Help cometh from the Lord, which 
| made Heaven and Earth, Pſal cxxi. 2. 


De Lord Teſus Chriſt be with my 
- Spirit, 2 Tim. iv. 22, 


When he goes forth of his Doors. 
Hold thou up my Goings in thy Paths, 


Order my Steps in th by Word, and let 
not mine Iniquity have Dominion over me, 


Pſal. cxix, 1 
535 L 4 | his 
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Give thy Angels charge over me, to keep 
me in all my Ways, Pal. xci. 11, 


When he walks abroad, and beholds all 
Things round about him, he may fay, 
as in P/al. civ. 24. 

O Lord, how manifeld are thy Works ! 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all; the 

Earth is full of thy Riches, &c, 


At Meals, 

O taſte and ſee that the Lord 1s good, 
He filleth our Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs. Pſal. xxxiv. 8. Acts xiv. 17. 

Bleſſed be the Lord, who dai loaded us 
with Benefits, Pal. Ixviii, 19. 


At Candle. light. 
Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy 


Countenance upon us, Pal. iv. 6. Or. 
God be merciful unto us, and bleſs us, 

and cauſe his Face to ſhine upon Us, Plal, 

IXvii. 1. 


When he goes to Bed. 
I will both lay me down in Peace and 
Nleep; for thou, Lord, only makeſt me 
- dwell in Safety, Plal, iv. 8. 2 


— 
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Hie that keepeth me doth not ſlumber. 


The Lord is my Keeper; the Lord is my 
Defence, who neither flumbers, nor ſleeps, 
Plal. xi. 4, 5. 


In the Night- ſeaſon. 


O happy Souls, that 70% not Day nor 
Night, ſaying, boly, Holy, boly, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and zs, and is to 
come | Rev. iv. 8. 

O great God! the Darkneſs hideth not 


from thee, but the Night ſhineth as the | 


Day; the Darkneſs and the Li ght are 


both alike to thee, Pſal. cxxxix. 12. 


My Soul ſhall be ſatisfied as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs, and my Mouth ſhall 
praiſe thee with joyful Lips, when J re- 


member thee upon my Bed, and meditate: 


on thee in the Night-watches. Becauſe* 
thou haſt been my Help, therefore in the 
Shadow of thy Wings will T rejoice, Pſal. 
IXUL 5, 6, 7. 


On a ſick Bed, or in other Afflictions. 


It is the Tod let him do what feemeth, 
bim good, 1 Sam. iii. 18, 
It is good that a Man ſhould both. hope, 


and arch wait for the Salvation of the: 


Lord, Lam. in. 26. 


SE: Bleſſed! 
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Bleſſed be the Lord for my long 
continued. Health, and all his other Be- 
nefits. Let the Remembrance of thy 
former Mercies refreſh my Soul, and en- 
courage my Hope, and ſtrengthen my 


Pa ience, with quiet Reſignation of my- 


felf to thy good Pleaſure 


At the Point of Death: 
T kave waited for thy Salvation, O 


Lord, Gen. xlix. 18. 


Into thy Hand, O Fa ther, I commend 


myſelf, who breathedſt into me the Breath 


of Life. Lord Teſus receive my Spirit, 


which thou haſt redeemcd by thy precious 


Blood, and ſanctified by thy Holy Ghoſt, 


When he hears a Paſſing bell. 


Verily every Man, at his beft State, is 
altogether Vanity ! Pfal. xxxix. 45 

O teach me jo to number my Days, thut 
I may afply my Heart unto Wiſdom, Plal. 
XC, 12. 


In a Time of Plague. 
O Lord, correct US, but | ith Judg- 


ment 3 Not in thine Anger, leſt thou bring 


us to nothing, Jer, x. 24. 
: O 
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O Lord, ariſe, help us, and deliver su 


for thy Name's ſake, 
From our Enemies defend us, O Chriſt, 


graciouſly look upon our Affliction. 


King Aſa cried unto God in this manner, 
when he was going to give Battle to 

a Million of Enemies. 

Lord, it is nothing with thee to belp, 
whether with many, or with them that 
have no Power. Help us, O Lord our 
God, for we reſt on thee, and in thy Name 
£0 againſt this Multitude, 2 Chron, xiv. 
It, 


In any other public Calamity. 
Spare thy People, O Lord, and give not 
toy Heritage to he one? Joel i U.-19, 


A Neat Oftender may often ſay with the 
Prodigal, 


Father, I have finned againſt thee, and 
an no more worthy to be called thy San. 


And with the Publican, 


God be merciful to me a Sinner, 


L 6 Abet | 
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After any Mercy received, 

What ſhall J render unto the Lord for 
all the Benefits that he hath done unto me? 
Pſal. cxxvi, 12. 

Every Day will I give Thanks unto thee, 


and praiſe thy Name for ever and ever, 


Pſal. cxlv. 2. 


1 ſhall mention no more, becauſe I 
would not invite the Reader to make this 
Sort of Prayer too common, For by that 
means it will be in Danger to grow cold, 
and loſe it Force and Efficacy, by grow- 
ing faſhionable, To that Purpoſe, I re- 


member, a devout Prelate of our own (Bi- 


thop Hall) ſomewhere delivers his Judg- 
ment about this Matter. But if any one 
find that he can with Profit turn his 
Thoughts this way, upon all Occaſions, 
he may eaſily invent more Ejaculations. 
The Meaſure of them 1s (as that fore- 
named Perſon ſpeaks) 0 preſerve cur 
Hearts in a conſtant, tender and godly 
Diſpoſition, which ſhall be further afu- 
ated upon all Opportunities, by the Ex- 
erciſe of our more enlarged and fixed 
Devotions, © 


[229]. 


A ſhort Prayer for Submiſſion #9 God, 
in caſe of any great Loſs in a Man! 
Egg Relations, or Friends. 


Moſt holy, holy, holy, the Su- 

preme Lord and Governor of the 
World, who art unſearchable in thy Wiſ- 
dom, unſpotted 3 in thy Juſtice, and irre- 
ſiſtible in thy Power; whoſe Goodneſs 
hath no Bounds, but what thy wiſe and 
holy Will gives unto it; and art immu- 
table in theſe, and all other Per fections, 
the great God, moſt bleſſed for ever. It 
is moſt reaſonable and agrecable to our Na- 
ture, moſt profitable and convenient to 
our Intereſt, moſt ſatisfactory and ſuitable 
to our wiſeſt Choice, by an abſolute and 


F quiet Submiſſion in all Things to thy So- 
vereign Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs, to 


declare our Fear and Reverence of thee ; 
our unfeigned Love to thee, and Deſires. 
to pleaſe thee; our Truſt and Confidence. 


| in thee;. and ready Diſpoſitions to ,. 


thee. 

Thou art too great, I know, to delight 

in grieving us thy poor Creatures, and 

haſt other Ways. of procuring thy own 
on Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, than by our Miſery, Pain and 
Torment. And therefore, in a full Per- 
ſuaſion of thy unerring Providence over 


us, and infinite Charity towards us, I 
here moſt humbly and freely refign all 


my Thoughts and Defircs unto thee, ſub- 
miting myſelf entitely to thy Orders , and 


reſolving by thy gracious Affiſtance to reſt 


contented with watſocver tnaou appointeſt, 
1 The Lord gave, and the Lord 
Job. i. 2. hath taken awav, hleſſid be the 
Name of the Lord. Bi eff.d be hy Name, 
who haſt continued to me to long, the 
Enjoyment of ſo many good things, Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Name, that 1 had any Thing 
to part withal, whereby I may tcitify 
my Faith in thee, and Affection to thee. 
Bleſſed be thy Name, that I hive any of 
the Comforts of this Life ſtill remain— 


ing, and that they are not all taken away 
from me. I have nothing too great, or 
too dear to be reſigned bo thee, Gas 


whoſe Bounty | received all I have: and 
who art my beſt, and my eternal Friend, 
O that no repining Thoughts may 


ariſe in my Heart, to diſorder and dit- 
compoſe my Duty towards thee, or to- 
wards my Neighbour : But help me ra- 


ther 
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ther to think wherein I have offended 
thee, and carefully to amend it; to place 
my Affections more ſtedfaſtly on thoſe un- 
movable Things which are above; to lay 
up my Treaſure and Hope in Heaven, 
and to prepare myſelf by perfecting my 
Purity, and Thankfulneſs, and Patience, 
and all other Virtues, to be tranſlated 
thitker, where our Life is hid in thee with 
Chriit Jeſus. ro = 
I think thee, O Father of Mercies, 
that thou haſt given us ſuch everlailing 
Conſolation, through thy Grace in hun, 
Every Day will J bleſs thee, and I will 
praiſe thy Name for cver «nd ever, for 
thole exceeding great and precious Pro- 
miſes which {lou haſt given us to ſupport 
and comfort us in al! he Troubles of 
this Life. Increaſe my Farh, ſtrengthen 
and confirm my Hope; lift up my Spirit 
continually to that bleſſed Place where 
Jeſus is, that I may rejoice in hope of 
that immortal Life, when all Tears ſhall 
be whiped from our Eyes, and there ſhall 
be no Sighing, noc Sorrow any more; 
* This Clauſe ro but {we * who are now par- 
TC 7 ted aſunder] ſhall meet toge- 
Relationt. ther tO acknowledge, with 

ceꝗternal 
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eternal Praiſes, thy wiſe and merciful. 
Providence; Which by Ways moſt con- 


trary to our Deſires, hath brought us to- 


endleſs and undifturbed Bliſs. 


Thou knoweſt, O Lord, the Weakneſs | 


and Frailty of our Nature, and there- 
fore vouchſafe me the conſtant Aſſiſtance 
of thy good Spirit (for which I depend 


upon thee) to enable me to continue in 


this humble, quiet and dutiful Submiſ- 


ſion to thee, waiting for that peaceable 


and joyful Repoſe, in the eternal Reſt _ 
which thou haſt prepared tor thy People, 
through thy Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus; by 
whom-all Glory, Honour, Love and Obe- 
dience be rendred to thee, by me and: 
all Mankind, both now and for ever. 


Annen. 


5 
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; Lord, the Pather of Mer- 
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A Prayer which a pious Soul may uſe, that 
7s full of Doubts, and much troubled in 
Mind. 


2 Cor. i. 3. 


cies, and the God of all 


Comfort, I acknowledge and adore thy 


eternal Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
I render thee my moſt hearty Thanks 


for all the Benefits thou haſt freely be- 


ſtowed on me, from my firſt coming in- 
to the World until this Time. Many O 
Lord my God, are thy wonderful Works 


which are to us-ward, they cannot be rec- 


koned up in Order unto thee : If 


1 would declare and ſpeaꝶ of in 


them, they. are more then can be numbred. 
Above all, I bleſs thee for that great De- 


monſtration of thy Love and good Will 


to Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, whom thou 
haſt ſent into the World to fave Sinners; 
and for bringing me to a clear Knowledge 


of him, Faith in him, and ſome Love, 
I hope, towards him, and unfeigned Af- 


fection to thy holy Will, declare to us in 
his bleſſed Goſpel, 


O God,, 
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O God, thou haſt taught me from my 
Touth up, and hitherto been marvelouſly 
gracious to me, Hide not, I beſeech 
thee, thy Face now from me, and put 
not thy Servant away in Diſpleaſure. 
Thou haſt been my Help, leave me not, 
neither forſake me, O God of my Sal- 
vation: But for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, 
I humbly entreat thee to pardon and pals 
by all my Negle&s of thee, and Un- 
thankfulneſs to thee, and Offences againſt 
thee. And as I here ſincerely devote 
and dedicate my whole ſelf, Soul and Bo- 
dy, to thy Service, ſo help me, O my 
God, and further me in the Performance 
of my Duty, by the Grace of thy holy 
Spirit, To thee all Hearts are open, and 
from thee no Secrets are hid: Deal with 
me according to the earneſt Deſire, and 
full Purpoſe of my Soul, to conform my- 
{elf in all Things to thy holy Will. 

| Settle in me an unmovable Faith in thy 
infinite Mercies, a conſtant Love, and 
chearful Affection to my Duty, and a 

Readineſs of Heart to obey thee, and 
to ſubmit to thy wiſe Appointments in 
every Condition, The whole Earth is 
full of thy Mercy; thou openeſt thy 
1 1 , en 


are troubled in Mind. 235 

Hand, and ſatisfieſt the Deſire of every 
living Thing: O refufe not the humble 
Deſires of my poor Soul, which gafpeth 
after thee, even as the thirſty Land. 
Thou who giveſt to the Beaſts their 
Food, and to the young Ravens when 
they cry, O ſatisfy me early with thy 
Mercies, that I may rejoyce and be glad 
all my Days. Compoſe my broken and 
diſturbed Thoughts, quiet my troubled 
and difordered Spirit, and appeaſe a!l the 
Ragings and Tumults there, by a ſweet 
Senſe of thy moſt tender Mercies, which 
have been ever of old, and endure con- 
tinually. ET. 
Baniſh from me all cauſleſs Fears and 
Jealouſies; deliver me from all unprofi- 
table Sadneſs and Dejections of Spirit; 
keep me from raſh judging of myſelf, 
and much more from charging thee 
fooliſhly. Beſtow upon me a chearful 
Spirit, by an humble Hope in thee, and 
by referring myſelf wholly to thee, En- 
due me with ſuch Wiſdom and Upright- 
nels, that I may neither neglect my Du- 
ty, nor fuſpect thy gracious Acceptance 
of me. Give me an hearty Zeal to do 
the beſt that I am able, and a ſettled Per- 
N . ſuaſion 


— . —.. 
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ſuaſion that thou requireſt no more of 
me. 5 

Defend me, O my gracious God, from: 
diſhonouring thee, and my Religion, by 
diſtruſting thy Goodneſs, and calling thy 


loving Kindneſs in queſtion towards thoſe 
that are ſincerely bent to pleaſe thee. Re- 


move all troubleſome Imaginations from 


me, and give me a clear Underſtanding. 
of thee, and of myſelf, Or when I am 


in Darkneſs and Confuſion of Thoughts, 
grant me ſo much Light and Judgment, 
as not to conclude myſelf forſaken by 


thee, but to reflect upon thy long conti- 


nued Favours to me, and many Deliver- 
ances of me; that ſo I may reſolve ſtill 
to hope in thee, to bear my preſent 
Trouble patiently, and to reſign my Will 
abſolutely to thy good Pleaſure, And, 


good Lord, enable me to look beyond 


theſe Clouds, to that bleſſed State whi- 
ther my Saviour is gone, in which there 
is no Darkneſs at all, and in an humble 
Hope of coming to the ſame Place where 
he 1s, to content myſelf with any Con- 
dition, whilſt I am here ſo far re- 


mote from that Region of Light and 


Hear: 


| Glory. 
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Hear me, moſt loving and merciful 


Father, I moft humbly beſeech thee. Pity 


my great Dulneſs and Deadneſs of Heart, 


Strengthen my weak and feeble Endea- 
yours, Support my fainting Spirit, and 
cauſe it humbly to hope in thee for ever. 


Confirmand eſtabliſh every good Thought, 


Deſire and Purpaſe, which thou haſt 
| wrought in me. Perfect that which 


thou haſt begun, Make me to grow in 


Wiſdom, Faith, Love and willing Obe- 


dience. Conduct me hereafter ſo evenly 


and ſteadily, ſo peaceably and quietly, 
ſo chearfully and ſecurely in thy Ways, 


that J may glorify thee whilſt I live, 


by encouraging others to accompany me 


in thy Service: And when I come to 


die, may reſign my Soul unto thee with 
an undiſturbed Mind, in an holy Hope 


alſo of a joyful Reſurrection of the Body 
at the great Day of the Lord Jeſus ; to 


whom be Glory and Dominion far ever. 
Amen. 


4 Prayer 
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A Prayer to be faid by others, for one that 
is troubled in Mind. 


God, the only Hope, the Refuge, 

the Comfort and Satisfaction of 
our Souls, of whoſe Goodneſs and ten- 
der Mercy all the World hath ſo many 
Teſtimonies, and we ourſelves have had 
ſuch long Experience, that we are encou- 
raged thereby, though moſt unworthy, to 


make this humble Addreſs to thy Picks 


Majeſty. 

Thou ſeeſt, we know, and pitieſt 
the Miſery and Torment of this afflict- 
ed Spirit ; none of * his Sighs 
or Groanings are hid from 
thee; but to expoſe alſo our Charity 


Or her. 


and compaſſionate Concernment for 


him, we are bold to recommend him 
to thy Favour, as a great Object of the 
Bowels of thy Mercy, Which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


We ought, indeed, above all Things, to 


admire thy moſt wiſe Goodneſs, which 


hath jet forth bim to be 4 


Rom, iii. 25. Propitiation through Faith 


in his Blood, and invited even che greateſt 
Sinners 
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Sinners to return unto thee and live. 


Bleſſed, eternally bleſſed, be thy great 
and glorious Grace, which haſt ſent us 


ſuch glad Tidings of Peace and Reconci- 
liation, and aſſured Hope, that if we obe- 
diently believe thy holy Goſpel, 7hou ˙Il 
be merciful to our Sins, and 


* 
1710 


| 33 Heb. vill. 12. 
_ our Iniquities no 
5 


O Father of Mercies, who open- 


 eft the Eyes of the Blind, and 


. al. cxlvi. 8. 
raiſeth them that are bowed TO FOO 


down, open the Eyes of this thy Ser- 


vant, that he may ſee thy marvelous 
Love revaled in Chriſt Jeſus. Touch his 
Spirit with ſuch a powerful Senſe of it, 
that he may both heartily and abſolutely 
conſent to be governiby thy Laws, and 
likewiſe be revived 'with a comfortable 
Belief of the Truth of all thy precious 


Promiſes. 3 
Free him from all Confuſion of 


Thoughts, and beſtow on him a clear 


and diſtinct Apprehenſion of all things 


belonging to his Peace. And as thou 


haſt wrought in him a Fear of thy Di- 


vine Majeſty, and many holy Deſires 


after thee, and perſwaded him, we 


hope to be willing in all Things to live 
: 5 godlily, 


240 Prayers for thoſe who 
.godlily, and fo poſſeſs him with an hum- 
ble Belief, that thou wilt always enable 
him to do accordingly, and never fail 
to ſtrengthen him againſt all the Power 
of the Enemy, till he hath got the Vi- 
ctory, and triumphs in Hope of thy Sal- 
vation. 5 1 
Raiſe up his Spirit, moſt mighty Lord, 
by the Power of a moſt ſtrong Faith 
in thine Omnipotent Goodneſs, which 
-delights to cheriſh the leaſt Gaſpings 
and Pantings in us after true Righte- 
ouſneſs: Bear him up by this above all 
the Clouds wherein he is encompaſſed, 
into a clear Heaven of Light and Joy, 
Quiet and appeaſe all his tumultuous Paſ- 
fions, that he may filently liſten to thy 
Voice in thy holy Goſpel, ſaying, Come 
unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden and I will 
give you reſt. 3 
Thou who ſearcheſt the Hearts, 
knoweſt that he unfeignedly ſubmits 
himſelf to the Yoke of thy Laws. It is 
the preſent Grief and Affliction of his 
Soul, that he is no more perfectly ſub- 
ject to it.. O refreſh him with the Be- 
lief, that thou art more deſirous ny 
5 e 


Mat. xi. 28 · 
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| 1 that there ſhould be a perfect Recon- 
ciliation of his very Nature and Diſpoſiti- 
on to thee; and that therefore thou wilt 
not deny him the Aſſiſtance of thy migh- 
ty Grace, to help him to fulfil thy whole 
Good-will and Pleaſure. 

O that he may take Courage from this 
Hope, to begin to do thy Will; and con- 
tinuing in Well - doing, and growing more 
and more in Strength and power to per- 
form his Duty, he may be delivered from 
all flaviſh Fears, and jealouſies, and Di- 
ſtruſt of thy divine Goodneſs, Eſpe- 
cially keep im from Deſpair of thy 
Mercy, as the greateſt Diſhonour to thee, 
and to thy abundant Grace in the Lord 
Jeſus. 

O thou who didſt invite even thoſe 
great Sinners, who by wicked , a 
Hands took and crucified thy 48 9 88 
dear Son, to repent and be bap- 
tized for the Remiſion of Sins; lift up 
this dejected Soul to an humble Confi- 
dence in thee, that thou wilt not deny 
him the ſame Mercy. And as thou haſt 
ſworn that thou haſt no Pleaſure in the 
Death of the Wicked, but that he ſhould 
turn from his evil Way and live, ſo be 


M pleaſed, 
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pleaſed, bleſſed God, to make him ſen- 
ſibly feel his Soul is turning to thee, fince 
he can find no Ccmfort and Satisfaction, 
but only in thy Love and Favour, which 
he eſteems better than Life itſelf. 
And that he may obtain thy Pardon, 
help him from his Heart to 
1 wit. 35" forgive every one that hath 


treſpaſſed againſt him. And if 
he have taken any thing from any Man 
wrongfully, Grant him Grace to reſtore it 
to him: Jo give Alms hikewiſe 
oof wg 25. Of ſuch Anke as he hath, and 
to break off his Sins by Righ- 
teonfneſs, and his Intquittes, by ſhewing 
Mercy to the Poor ; that thou who art 
rich in Mercy, mayeſt be fa- 
vourable unto him, and he may 
fee 7 y Face with Foy. IE 
_ Hear us, good Lord, and give every one 
of us Grace to walk exactly, and to keep 
pure Conſcien ces, void of Offence towards 
thee, and wwards all Men; that ſo we 
mov live and die in Peace, looking for thy 


Mercy in Chritt Jeſus, unto eternal Life. 
Amen. 


Job xxxiii. 26. 


5 Another 
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Another for a PERSON in the ſame 
Condition. | 


CN Lord, the Father of Spirits, the 
Y Lover of our Souls, who art plea- 
ſed beſt in our Love and hearty Affection 
to thee, and wouldeſt have us delight 
ourſelves in the Thoughts of thee, and 
rejoice continually in thy holy Name; 
give us leave to render our humble 
Thanks to thy Divine Majeſty, for this 
Knowledge which thou haſt given us of 
thy bleſſed Nature; and in Imitation of 
it, to recommend with moſt fervent Cha- 
rity this deſolate and afflicted Soul to 
thy tender Mercies. He is filled with 
trembling Thoughts and frightful Ap- 
prehenſions of thee. The Dread and 
Terror of thy Diſpleaſure hath over- 
wWhelmed his Spirit. He is troubled, 
und bowed down greatly; he 1 
goeth mourning all the Day e 
Jong. O that thou wouldeft be pleaſed 
ſo to repreſent thyſelf unto him, that 
he may be poſſeſſed with the ſame Senſe. 
& which thou haſt wrought in our Minds; 
that bau art Love, and defireſt to be 
4k M 2 loved, 
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loved, and chearfully ſerved by all that 
worſhip thee. | 
Thou haſt graciouſly wrought in him 
already a Senſe of his Duty towards thee. 
Great Sorrow overflows his Soul for his 
Negle&s of thee, and Offences againſt 
thee. And out of this Depth he ſighs. 
and groans, and cries unto thee with 
earneſt Deſires and Purpoſes to live more 
holily for the Time to come. Awaken 
his Mind, good Lord, to very ſenſible 
and thankful Reflections upon this Grace 
which thou haſt begun to ſhew him. 
Bleſs all the pious Counſels and Inſtru- 
ctions which thou likewiſe vouchſafeſt un- 
to him to the encouraging of his Hope 
in thee, that thou, who haſt begun a good 
Workin him, wilt perfect it, 
even until the Day of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt. Remember him, that 
. as thy Majoſly it, fo is thy 
Mercy; and that thy Power delights to 
ſhew itſelf in doing good unto thy 
Creatures ; eſpecially to the humble, the 
thankful, and the willing Perſons, who 
are ready to ſubmit themſelves to thy 
blefled Will, 


Phil. 1..6. 


O that 
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O that this divine Faith may baniſh all 
thoſe Fears that drive him from thee ; 
and that he may rather fear leaſt he 
ſhould offend thy Divine Majeſty, by not 
confiding in thoſe Promiſes of Mercy, 
which chou hait made in thy holy Goſpel! 
to all returning Sinners. O that all hx 
Thoughts and Care hereafter, may only 
be to make his Purpoſe of pleaſing thee in 
all Things, ſcrious, hearty, and unfeigned; 
believing that thou wilt gracioully accep: 
ſuch holy Reſolutions, and certainly fur- 
ther and ſuccced them, as the Effect of 
thine own Inſpi rations. 

Suffer not his Spirit to be oppreſled 
under the Senſe of his great Weakneſs, 
or diſcouraged, tho' he Fl ſhort of hi; 
preſent holy Deſires, Purpoſe, and En- 
deavours ; but bear him up in a ſtrong 
Perſuaſion, that by fincere, conſtant and 
unwearied Diligence in well-doing, he 
ſhall at laſt obtain the Victory, through. 
the Power of thy holy Spirit afliſting of 
him. Make him ſee how reaſonable it is 
molt gratefully to acknowledge thy in- 
finite Mercies, if after much Pains, many 
Conflicts, and long Patience, he may re- 
cover a State of Friendſhip with thee, that 

% © uo Io, 
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ſo he may not ſpend his Time in dejected 
Compll inte, nor ever faint in his Mind, 


cr won n tle Ch:iliin Courſe ; but 
ſt Il pur! ce the compleat Ma tery. Over 


bin. ſelf, in aflured Hope that thou wilt be 


with him, and never leave lim, or forlake 


him. 


We bleſs thee for that It ſtance of thy 


exceeding Grace to the chiefeſt of Sinners, 
which thou gaveſt in ty holy Apoſtle 


of us Gentiles, Mie was a Blaſphemer, 


＋. and 2 Per it 7. Tom, and Infu- 
.T 11M, . 
Fi i. 13, pious; but "for 715 Cauf: 6b 


tained M e— cy, that in him 


Ckriſt Jeſus might fc forth all Lang- 


jules ing, fer a Paitern to ihem 2 / ich 
Should bhertaſter believe on him to Life 
everlaſting. 

Above all, we bleſs thee for our Lord 


Jeſus himſelf whom thou ſenteſt in our 
Fleſh, that he might ſave Sinners. We 


bleſs thee for all” the miraculous Cures 
which he wrought on milerable C:ea- 


tures, whereby he demonſtrated his great 


Charly towards us; for ihe gi clous 
P. ocla mation he back wade of thy par- 
dun.ng Mercy, and for the univer{al In- 
vitation which he hath | ne to cvery 

| One 


— 


freely, 
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one that is athir/t, to come 89 
and take the Waters o 


We thank chee for his 1 john ii. 2. 
Death upon the Croſs, that he 
might make a Propitiation for 
the Sins of the whole World; Ads v. 31. 
for his great Love in praying 
then for his bittereſt Enemies, 1 Cor. nn 
that they might be forgiven; eb. vil. 5 
for his Reſurrection and Ex- Heb. ii. 
altation at thy Right Hand, Heb. in. » 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
Repentunce and Forgiveneſs of Sins ; and. 
that he hath given to his Apoſtles the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation, and admit» 
ted us into a Covenant of Mercy and 
Forgiveneſe, by Baptiſtn into his Name; 


Luk. xxiii. 34 


and hatu left us the Cup of Bleſſing, 


which 1s the ncw Covenant in his Blood 


for be Kemiſſion of Sins; and given Pow-. 


c and Autiority to his Miniſters, to ab- 
iolve ail thoſe who heartily repent, and 
uuſeignedly believe his holy Goſpel. We 


think thee, O Lord, for the Aſſurance 


we have, that he lives for ever to make 
Interceſſiom for us, and is able to ſave, 
ta, the uttermejt, all thoſe that come to 


M4 ; thee 
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thee by bim; and that he is a merciful 
end faithful High Prieſt, to make Recon- 
cilialiin for the Sins of the People, be- 
ing touched with a Feeling of all our 
Mi ſeries. 

We cannot doubt, O bleſſed God, of 
thy gracious Intentions and Deſires to 
pardon us, and to make us better, when 
We ſeriouſly meditate on all theſe Teſti- 
monies of thy divine Love; and on that 
eaſy and gentle Yoke which thou layeſt 


on us, to love thee with all our Heart, 


and our Neighbour as ourſelves ; and on 


the promiſed Aſſiſtance which we have 
Hopes of from above, to inſpire, enliven 
and ſtrengthen us to all Well- doing and 
Patient- ſuffering. 

O that this languiſhing Soul may like- 
wiſe feel the comfortable Influence of all 


theſe heavenly Truths, reviving and chear- 


ing his Spirit into a good Hope in thee, 
that thou wilt mercifully accept the Obla- 
tion which he is willing to make of him- 
felf to thee, and alſo conſtantly enable him 
to offer himſelf with greater Affection and 
more pure Devotion to thy Service. Scat- 
ter all the Clouds that darken his Mind, 
and lift upon him the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance. 
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tenance. O give him the Com- 
fort of thy Help again, and * 
eſtabliſo him with thy free exliii. 1 1. 
Spirit. Quicken bim, O Lord, . 7. 
for thy Name's ſake; for thy 
Righteouſneſs ſake bring his 
Soul out of Trouble, Put Gladneſs into 
his Heart, and revive him again, that he- 
and ue may rejoice in thee, Amen, Amen, 
O-God of all Grace. Fulfil in him all the 
good Pleaſure of thy Goodneſs, ” 
and the Work of Faith with 2 Theſſi. r:.. 
Power, that the Name of. our 
Tord may be glorified in him, 
according to that Grace which was ex-. 
ceeding abundant, with Faith and Lewe 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; to whom be Gl:-- 
ry and Praiſe for ever and ever, Amen. 


Ixxxv. 6. 


i Tim. i. 14. 


— 


"2: A 9 0 


A PRAYER in tve Beginning of 4 
SICKNESS, 5,2] 


When Sicknefs. arreſts. any Perſon, it is 
Time for bim preſently, in the very 
Beginning of it, to {earch and try his 
Ways; 1 ull'y to contjeſs the Sing 
F which he finds vimſelf guilty, wir 
M.s 4. All. 


— — ———  — 
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a full purpoſe of Amendment; to ad- 

wiſe with his ſpiritual Guide, and be- 
fore his Spirit be feeble and broken, 
to recommend himſelf heartily to our \ 
bleſſed Saviour, by. receiving the Com- | 
munion of his Body and Blood, therein 
making a Commemoration of his won- ] 
der ful Love, and devoting himſelf 
again ta his Service, And having ſet 
his Houſe in Order (as the Prophet 1 
faid to Hezekiah, Iſa. xxxviii. 1.) and. | 

ſertled his Eſtate, to acknowledge S 
God's great Goodneſs to him hitherto 
end to ſubmit himſelf wholly to his 


good Pleaſure in ſuch manner as fol- 
| howeth. 


Lord, the Sovereign of the World! 
who doft what thou pleaſeſt in Hea- 
1 p ven and in Earth, and de- 

en lighteſt moſt in Acts of Boun- 
ty, as all thy Works every where declare, 

f and art full of Compaſſion and 
. Mercy, long- ſuffering, and 
very pitiful, and forgiveſt Sins, and. 
ſaveſt in Time of Aſfliction; I acknow- 
kdge myſelf, among the reſt of thy Crea- 
tures, to be moſt deeply indebted to thee, 


[ 
oF 
, 
9 
* 
* 
1 
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whoſe Life thou haſt prolonged to this. 
Time in much Health, and, Plenty, and 
Peace, together with the Enjoyment. 1 
S ſpiritual Bleſſings in the Lord Jeſus. I 
thank thee, and praiſe thee; all FE h 
| in me bleſſes thy holy Name, to whoſe 
wife and good Providence I wholly refer. 
myſelf for the Time to come, placing my 
| entire Truſt and Confidence in thy Al-, 
mighty Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs and Truth, ; 
which endures for ever. | 

I ought to receive wich all Thankful- 
neſs whatſoever comes from thy Hand, 
and believe that to be good for me, which 
1 thy infinite Wiſdom and Kindneſs orders 
[ and allots for my Portion. Accordingly: 
I accept, with all humble and dutiful Af- | 

fection, this thyFatherly Chaſtiſement, I 

acknowledge thy Care of me, and ſub- 
| mit to what thou wilt be pleaſed to lay 
| upon me. If thou thinkeſt good to ex- 
' __ erciſe me with a longer Sickneſs, and to 
| let the preſent Indiſpoſition of my Body 
proceed to a greater Diſorder, not my 
Will, but thine, 0 heavenly Father, be 


"ove: 
only wait on thee for the . 
able Preſence of thy holy Spirit, to ſup- 


M 6 port- | 
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port my Soul. by Faith, and Hope, and 
Patience, under all the Pains I may en- 
dure. Lay no more upon me, O Father 
of Mercies, than I ſhall be able to bear; 
and lay upon me what thou pleaſeſt, 

Free me for the preſent, from all mur- 
muring and repining Thoughts; and, for 
the future, make the Sickneſs: and Anguiſl 
of my Body a bleſſed Inſtrument to purge 
my Spirit more perfectly from all Pride 
and Vanity, from all Covetouſneſs and 
worldly Mindedneſs, and from all inor- 
dinate Love of any of the Pleaſures of 
this Life. 

I: believe, O bleſſed Jeſus, that thou 
liveſt for ever, who fufferedſt and diedſt 
for us; and that thou haſt a great Com- 
paſſion towards thoſe ee bg 
follow thee, though it be through Suf- 


ferings. Behold; O Lord, I- commend: 


myſelf to thy mighty Love, deſiring, 
above all Things, to be made conform- 
able to thee in Meekneſs, in Humility, 
in Patience, in entire Reſignation to God's 
holy Will and Pleaſure, and in perfect 
Satisfaction in his Fatherly Love and Kind- 


neſs, whatſoever wy Condition be. 


L am: 


OTTER WRAY 
„ A GH oo CAPERS # 
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F am ſenſible, O God, that J have 
not employed my Time to the utmoſt 
Advantage of my Sou}, and to thy Ho- 
nour and Glory; but have waſted ma- 
ny precious Hours, and ſeveral} Ways 
neglected my Duty towards ,,, „, 
thee *, and been but an un- up te Sins you: 
profitable Part of this World; my #ave com- 
ſo that I am not worthy to- 8 
continue any longer in it. But I hope 
thou wilt vouchſafe me thy gracious Par- 
don, and receive me to Mercy, if thou 
calleſt me hence (for in thy Hands, O 
Father, I commend my Spirit, who haſt 
redeemed me by the precious Blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt). And that if thou prolong- 
eſt my Days on Earth, I ſhall. ſerve thee 
with greater Diligence, and Strictnefs, 
and Zeal, and Chearfulneſs, to the End 
of my. Life. 5 
I deſire not. to live, but that I may 
perfect Holineſs: in thy Fear, and ſecure 
to myſelf, by doing more Good, an hap. 
Entertainment into the- Society of 
the Bleſſed im the other World. I fee 
already the Emptineſs and Inſufficiency 
of all Enjoyments upon Earth. 5 
Al Fleſh is Graſs, and all the * . 


Good. 
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Goodlineſs f it as the Flower of the Field. 
: The Graſs withereth, the 
Pig crix. 509% Flower fadeth, but thy Word 


flandeth faft for ever. Tn thy 
mord therefore, O Lord, and gracious 


Promiſes, is my Hope. This is my Com- 


fort in my Affiction. 


And my perfect Contentment, I ſee, 
lies always in thy Love and Favour a- 
lone, which is better than Life itſelf, 
O ſettle me in a certain and unmovable 
Poſſeſſion of it, by what Means thou plea- 
ſeſt. Do but love me, and preſerve me 
in a lively Senſe of thy good Will towards 


me, and diſpoſe of me as thou thinkeſt 


good. In the multitude of my 
” Thoughts within me, thy Com 
Rom. v. 2. forts ſhall delight my Soul, 1 
ma "ll rejoice even in the midſt. 
Plal. xxiii. 3. of Tribulations, and glory in 
xx 10. thy boly Name, who makeſt all 
OO things work together for good 
to them that love thee. Though J Salk 
through the Shadow of Death, ] will fear 
no Evil, for thou art with me; thy Power, 
ond tender Care, they ſhall comfort me. 
Accept, good Lord, of theſe my De- 
Kres and Reſolutions ; 3 Hear me, O go 
an 


Pal. xciv. 19. 
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and have Mercy upon me. Lord, be thou 
my Helper, for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake, my 
Ne blefled Redeemer, Amen. 


— 
- —_—— 
— — 


1 


A 8 fo be ſaid by the Family with 
the fick Perſon. 


E will be ſeaſmnable here to put the de- 
vout Reader in Mind, that when he is 
in Diſtreſs, and deſires Mercy of God, 
it ought to excite his Charity to others 
that are in Miſery, and diſpoſe him to 
ſhew Mercy to them. For though that 
be not. Canonical Scripture which we 
read, Tob. xii. 9. Alms doth diliver 
from Death; yet this is, With the 
merciful, God will ſhew himſelf merci- 
ful, Fal Xviii 25.) Bleſſed is he 
that conſidereth the Poor; the Lord 
will deliver him in Time of Trou- 
ble. (Pſal. xli. 1, 2, 3.) F he do not 
preſerve him, and keep him alive, yet 
the Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the 
Bed of Languiſhing; he will make all 
his Bed in his Sickneſs. Therefore as 
thou recommendeſt thyſelf to God, and 
deſiręſt others to Pray with thee, ſo 


Teſſielli- 
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remember that Prayer is good with 

Faſting, and Alms, and Righteouſneſs, 
Tob. xii. 8. 


Lord, the Father of our Spirits, 
who giveſt to us and all Creatures, 
Life, and Breath, and all Things, we ſin— 
ful Duſt and Aſhes, bluſh to lift up our 
Eyes unto Heaven, when we conſider our 
vaſt Diſtance from thee, and reflect upon 
thy unſpotted Holinefs, and our. Impuri- 
ty; thy infinite Wiſdom, and our wretch- 
ed Folly ; thy Power, and our Weak- 
neſs; thy. Eternity of Life, and our ſhort. 
Continuance, We ere but off Yeſterday, 
and know nothing, becauſe aur 
Days upon Earth are a Sha- 
Pſal. xxxix. ii. db. When thou with Re- 
Job xxv. 6. buftes doft correct Man for 
Iniquity, thou makeſt his Beau 
ty to. conſume away hike a Moth e Surely 
every Man is Vanity. 

But ſo great is thy condeſcending 
Grace, that thou: haſt aſſured us thou 
wilt not deſpiſe ſuch Worms as we are. 

Nay, thau haſt encouraged: us, bleſſed 
de thy Goodneſs, to approach unto thee 
with ſome. Confidence that thou wilt: 

Ny. merci 


Job vii. 9. 


„ 
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mercifully receive us, though we have 
highly offended thy Divine Majeſty, ha- 

ving ſent thy dear Son into the World to 
ſave Sinners; to purify our Natures ; to 
endue us with a divine Underitanding ; to 
{ſtrengthen our Weakneſs, and to com- 
fort us with the Hope of an immortal 
Li. 3 
Behold, O Lord, the Oblation which 
we make to thee of moſt thankful 
Hearts, devoted to thy Service, whoſe. 
Love and tender Merciez have fo ex- 
ceedingly abounded towards us. We 
will praiſe thee, and glorify thee as long 
as we have any Being, for this great 
Salvation which Chriſt Jeſus hath 
brought to Light by his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, to an eterial Kingdom 
in the Heavens, We are humbly bold 
to hope in thee, that thou who haft not 
ſpared thy own Son, but deli- 
vered him up for us all, wilt 
with him alſo freely give us all things. O 
thou Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Comfort, who haſt not thought a Crown of 
everlaſting Life and Glory too much to 
promiſe us, we believe that thou wilt not 
deny us what is needful and fit a or, 
| | ON. 


Rom.ſviii.32- 
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both for our Souls and our Bodies, in our 
Paſſage through this World to that Ho- 
nour, Glory and Immortality. 

In this Confidence we more particu- 
larly recommend this thy ſick Servant 
to thy infnite and moſt compati.onate 
Mercy. Settle in * his Soul a 
ſtedfaſt Faith, that thou 4% 
not willingly grieve the Children of 
Men, but intendeſt Good to him by this 
Affliction. And now that other Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments fail him, repreſent thy 
ſelt effectually unto him as his true Hap- 
pineſs and Satie faction. Whereinſoever 
he lach neglected thee, or committed 
any Offence againſt thee, make hin 
deeply ſenſible of, and heartily forrow- 
ful for his Folly. And as he earncftly 
deſires Pardon and Forgiveneſs of thee, 
ſo work in. him a ſerious Reſolution to 
live more circumſpectly and exactly in 
Time to come. Aſſiſt him graciouily, 
O Lord, that he may give a Proof of hzs 
ſincere Intentions hereafter, to ſubmit 
himjelf in all things to thy Will, by his 
patient Submiſſion to thy F atherly Cor- 
rection now, O that he may ſo quietly, 
ſo meekly, ſo ed and chearfully 

reſign 


057 Her. 
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reſign his Will unto thee, to ſuffer what 
thou inflicteſt, that he may be the more 
diſpoſed readily to deny bis own De- 
fires, in doing whatſoever thou com- 
mandeſt. 

For which End make hm throughly 
apprehenſive of thy ſovercign Power 
and Authority over all Creatures. Poſ- 
ſes him with a great Reverence of thy 
Wiſdom and Juſtice; with an entire 
Confidence in thy Goodneſs and Cha- 
rity, and with a thankful Remem- 
brance of all thy paſt Mercies to him, 
which have been innumerable, that lo 
he may. the better endure what thou 
laycſt upon him at preſent, and ever 
chooſe to follow thy Directions, and ſub- 
mit to thy Orders, and love thy Com- 
mandments, and delight to do thy Will, 
O God. 

Bleſs and ſuccced thoſe Remedies that | 
are uſed for the reſtoring him to his for- 
mer Health, that be may live to per- 
form his holy Purpoſes. Or if thou haſt 
otherwiſe appointed, accept of them 
graciouſly, and diſpoſe bim to return 
back 51s Spirit willingly unto thee who 
gaveſt it; and with great 1 

| an 


ND CCLESRES - 
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and deep Senſe of his own Undeſervings 
to expect thy Mercy declared in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who hath fo highly merited of 
thee. Fix his Mind ſtedfaſtly upon him, 
who hath led the Way through the Grave 
unto Heaven, that he may not be af- 
frighted with the Approaches of Death ; 
but looking beyond it to that high 
and holy Place where the Lord Jeſus is, 
he may rejoice in Hope of my eternal 
Glory. 
And give every one of us in our beſt 
Eſtate of Health, to conſider perpetu- 
ally how frail and weak we are, that 
ſo we may not abuſe ourſelves by an in- 
temperate Uſe of any of the Pleaſures of 
Senſe, nor load our Minds wih the 
Cares of this Life, nor ſpend our Days 
in a vain Purſuit of the Honour and 
Glory of this World, but may poſs ali the 
er i. 17: in Fear; and live fo erh, 
Tit. ii. 12, righteouſly, and godiy in this 
preſent World, as becomes thoſe who ex- 
pect ſhortly to give an Account to thee, 
who wilt judge all Men according to 
their Work, Hear us, O Lord, we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee, through Chriſt 
Jeſus, ; 


_ Time of our fejourning here | 
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Jeſus, our merciful and compaſſionate 
High-Prieſt, who fits at thy right Hand, 
and hves for ever, to make Interceſfion 
for us. In whoſe N ame we continue to 
recommend ourſelves and Friends, and all 
thy People to thee, as he hath taught us, 
ſaying, _ 

Our Father, Ec. 


93 — 


A $8 | Shorter. 


E proſtrate ourſelves before thee, 

O Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
_ acknowledging that we are but Duſt and 
Aſhes at the beſt, and have made our- 
ſelves ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, utterly un- 
_ worthy to ſpeak unto thee, either for our- 
ſelves or for others. We moſt humbly 
and earneſtly beg thy gracious Pardon, 
and beſeech thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake, to accept of our unfeigned Sorrow- 
for what is paſt, and of our ſincere Pur- 
poſes, by thy gracious Aſſiſtance, (which 
we know 3 wilt not deny us) to live 
more ſoberly, righteouſly and godly for 
the Time to come, 


More 


W ere 35 TA 
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More particularly we implore thy 


'Grace and Favour towards this thy fick 


Servant, in whom we ſee how weak 
and frail we all are. Work 


* = 
er in * him a true and heart 


Repentance for all the Sins he hath com- 
mitted in Thought, Word, or Deed, 


againſt thy Divine Majeſty, Give him 


a lively and ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son 


Jeſus, who died for our Offences, and 


was raifed again for our Juſtification. 
Fill Vim with a reviving Hope of that 
immortal Life which he hath purchaſed 


and promiſed ; and with a powerful . 


Senſe of thy Fatherly Love to him, and 
tender Care over him in the moſt afflict- 


ed Condition, Let him feel thou loveſt 
him, by thy heavenly Supports and Com- 


forts vouchſafed to im from above, and 


by beſtowing on him perfect Patience and 
abſolute Submiſſion to thee, during this 
Sickneſs. | 

We know there is nothing krete 
with thee, but that if thou wilt, thou 
canſt raiſe im up, and grant him a 


longer Continuance in this World. O 
that it may be thy gracious Pleaſure to 


reſtore him to us! May it pleaſe thee to 
ſave 


— So nth — 


. 


ö both of Soul and Body, our: compa lion - 2 


; a Feeling of all our. Infirmiizes and 
ſeries, and we believe isalways ready:to is 
acer thoſe who in all their Troubles 
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fave him and deliver him, for th 
| Goodneſs ſake, O Lord. Bleſs all the 


Means that are uſed for his Preſerva- 
tion, and make them effectual. Re- 


buke his Diſeaſe by. thy all-powerful 
Word, and command it to leave him. 
And, in the mean Time, help him meek- 


ly to reſign himſelf to thy Wiſdom, and 


 Humbly to confide in thy Loving-kind- 


neſs, and quietly to wait upon thee, 
for Eaſe and Refreſhment at preſent, and 
for perfect Health and Strength at laſt. 
Which we earneſtly beſeech thee, in thy 
good Time, to, beſto y- upon him, for 
the ſake of hitn who 15- the Reſurreftion 
and the Life,” the Healer and Repairer 
of our. decayed Natufe, the Saviour 


ate Interceſſor With thee, . who can Mee 


make him their Refuge'; 7 to- whom with. 
thee, -O Father Almighty; in the 8 


of the ſame etschel- ß fit, Sag all Honour 


and Glory, Thank Living and Praife, 
Submiſſion and Reverence, Love and 
Obſecquns, chearfut Service, and hearty 


_ Obe. 
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Obedience, both now and for evermore. 
Amen. 


— — 


A Prayer to be ſeid by the Family, or 


Friends, when a Sickneſs continues 


long. 


Servants, who here moſt humbly 
bow themſelves unto thee, acknowledg- 
ing that we deſerve not to live, nor to 
have the leaſt Regard from thee in our 
Diſtreſs, whom we ſo much neglected, 


when we enjoyed our Hearts Deſire. Be 


merciful unto us, O Lord, be merciful 
unto us, for the fake of kin who ſhed 


his own moſt precious Blood for the Sal- 


vation of returning Sinners. We come 
unto thee with ſorrowful Hearts, bewail- 
ing our fooliſh Wanderings from thee, and 
with ſincere Love, vowing more faithful 
Obedience hereafter to thee. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that we 


have ſuch good Hope thou wilt not caſt 


us off, but reſtore us again into thy 
Grace and Favour, It encourages us 


0 


Ehold. O Lord, by 7 poor unworthy 
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| deliver him alſo ſpeedily from this Miſe- 
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to hope in thee alſo for this thy ſick Ser- 


vant, here lying under thy Hand in great 
Weakneſs of Body. Look graciouſly up- 
on him (or her) O Lord, and now that 


his outward Man is much decayed, 


Rrengthen him, we beſeech thee, ſo much 


the more, by the Grace of thy holy Spi- 
rit in his, inward Man. Give him un- 
feigned Repentance for all the Errors of 
his Life paſt; a ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son 


Jeſus; a comfortable Aſſurance of the 
Truth of all his precious Promiſes; a live- 


ly Hope of that immortal Bliſs, in which 


he reigns for evermore; and a ſtrong Senſe 
of thy Fatherly Love to him, and Care 
over him, under this fore and grievous 


Affliction, which may make him heartily 
love thee, and entirely coatide in thee, 
and abſolutely reſign both Soul and Body 
to thy wiſe Diſpoſal. | 8 

Wie know there is nothing too hard 


for thee; but that, if thou wilt, thou 


canſt bring him up, even from the Gates 
of Death, and grant him.a longer Con- 


tinuance among us. May it be thy good 


Pleaſure, O moſt gracious God, (hill to 
continue him. Spare him, O Lord, and 


ITY 
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ry, under which he hath fo long groan- 
ed, Bleſs all the Means that are uſed for 
his Recovery, and for the Support of his 
Spirits ; and give him Refreſhment during 
this tedious Sickneſs. Releaſe im from 
his Pain, or grant him ſome Eaſe; or elſe 
encreaſe and ſtrengthen his Patience, 
Help him, in Remembrance of thy paſt 
Loving-kindneſs, to truſt in thy Good- 
neſs, and ſubmit to thy Wiſdom, and 
bear, with an equal Mind, what thou 
thinkeſt fit to lay upon him; that he, ap- 
proving himſelf to thee, in theſe and all 
other Virtues, while thou trieſt im by 
ſo fore an Affliction, may fay at the laſt, 
It was good for me that I was in Trouble. 
Unto thy infinite Mercies we recom- 
mend him, and to the conpaſſionate 
Kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus, who, we 
hope, will hear all the Prayers of 515 
Friends for him every where, and ſend 
his good Spirit to be his Comforter, and 
his good Angels to be his Guardians; 
and direct thoſe who are to adviſe and 
preſcribe the Means of his Reſtauration, 
and bring him to praiſe thee again in the 
Aſſemblies of thy Saints on Earth; or, if 
thou art otherwiſe diſpoſed in thy wiſe 


Counſels, _ 
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Counſels, to praiſe thee in the great A(- 
ſemblies of Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and only 
Saviour; to whom with thee and thy holy 


Spirit, be all Praiſe, Love and Obedience, 
World without End. Amen. 
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A Prayer to be „ ſaid by the Family, or 


Friends, when the fick Perſon wants 
Sleep. 


Dore d phy Love, il ywonder- 
ful Love, O moſt gracious God, 
who haſt ſo many Ways expreſſed thy 
Bounty towards us. Thy Mercies in 

Chriſt Jeſus ſurpaſs all our Thoughts : 
Nor are we able to number all the 
other Bleſſings thou haſt beſtowed, on us. 
How much do we owe thee, ſor the quict 
Sleep of but one Night! We fſce in 
this thy poor afflicted Servant, how 
much we ought to thank thee for this 
ſingle Bleſſing ; that our Eyes, when 


we would cloſe them, are not held 
waking, 


Pardon 
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Pardon, good Lord, our foul Ingrati- 
tude for this, and all the reſt of thy 
undeſerved Mercies: And be pleaſed 
graciouſly alſo to viſit * him. 
who ſtill languiſhes on hrs fick 
Bed, looking up to thee, from whom 
cometh our Help. Renew. his waſted 
Spirits with comfortable-Sleep ; compoſe 
him to a ſweet and undiſturbed Reſt ; re- 
treſh him thereby ſo ſenſibly, that he 
may be reſtored to ſuch a Degree of 
Strength, as may make him able, in ſome 
meaſure, affectionately to acknowledge 
thy Goodneſs, when thou haſt dealt fo 
bountifully with in. 

Or if thou delayeſt to beſtow that 
Bleſſing on Him, O God, that in the mul- 
titude of his Thoughts within him, thy 
Comforts may delight h7s Soul. If he 
be ſtill toſſed upon a weariſome Bed, 
without any Reſt, O that his Mind may 
reſt and repoſe itſelf in the Boſom of thy 
deareſt Love, and may feel the moſt ſen- 
ſible Conſolations from Heaven, not only 
quieting, but greatly rejoycing bis Heart. 
Preſerve the Uſe of his Underſtanding, 
and let the Enemy have no Advantage of 
bim; but make im able to ſay, I will 

watt 
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＋Prarer to bo "aid by the Family, o 


Friends, wien the ſick Perſbon Zoot 
light- headed, 


Lord, look down from Heaven, in 

much Pity and Compaſſion, upon 
this thy : fied Servant, who is not able 
now to look up unto thee The fad- 
der * Vis Condition grows, the . 
fitter Object it 1s of thy ink- 
rite tender Mercies; who accepteſt, we 
believe, of the Submiion he made of 
bimſe If in the Beginning of hrs Sickneſs 


of Or her. 


to thy Almighty Wiſdom and Goodneſs : 
And therefore, ſince it is thy Pleaſure to 
ſuffer hrs Diſtemper to proceed to this dan- 


gerous Extremity, thou wilt no leſs graci- 
Ng ouſly 
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ouſly love him, and delight in him, than 
if be could ſtill give up h1mfelf to thy 


bleſſed Will, 


And hear, O moſt merciful Father, 


our Prayers in his Behalf, Excite them 


alſo to a greater Ardency than ever for 
Dim, now that he can no longer com 
mend himſelf to thy Mercies. Pardon, 
good Lord, pardon all his Sins. Impute 


not to him any of his former Follies, 


Lay not to is Charge is not improving 
or any ways miſuſing of his Reaſon and 
Underſtanding ; which we earneſtly, but 
humbly entreat thee to reſtore to hm, 
together with ſuch a Meaſure of thy di- 
vine Grace, as may quicken and aſſiſt 
lim then to employ his Thoughts to 


the beſt Purpoſes ; eſpecially in medi- 


tating of thy Mercies, in ſtudying thy 


Praiſe, and in exhorting all others to love 


thee, andtruſtthee, and ſincerely obey thee. 

And while he remains thus deprived 
of his Reaſon, be pleaſed to quiet and 
compoſe hrs Spirits, or to prevent all fu- 
rious Motions there, or quickly to abate 


ſuch violent Paſſions, if any ariſe, For 
which End, be pleaſed to remove all 


frightful Imaginations far from bm, and 


ſuffer 


3 
1 


10 help him, O Lord, our Sal- 


N O our God. So will ave all give 
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ſuffer not the evil one to approach Hun: 
Preſerve him from doing any Harm, either 
to himſelf; or to any other: Fe; ſat 2 him 
uot, O Lord; O our God, be 
not far from him. Make haſte "2 th. 


vation, He is poor and needy, Plat. xl. ir. 
but the Lord thinketh on 
him. Thou art our Helper and Pfil. lxxviii 
Deliverer, make no tarrying, T 
Pſal- lxxix. 
Thanks unto thee for ever. 
We will be flill praiſing thee, and ſhew- 
ing forth thy Loving-kindneſs to theſe 
who ſucceed us. That they may ſet their 
Hope in thee our God, and not forget thy 
Works ; but keep thy Commandments. 
Amen, Amen; make us all fo happy, 
for Jeſus Chriſt his fake, Amen. 
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if Prager to be ſaid 5 any * Perſon, | 


for a ſick Neighbour, 


Moſt gracious God, who, by thy 
Son Jeſus, haſt knit us all together | 


in one Body, that, we ſhould love one: 


N 4 another; 


— 
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another; and whether one Member ſaf- 
fer, all the Members ſhould fujfer with 
it; or one Member be honcured, all the reſt 
ſhould rejoyce with it: 1 humbly implore 
thy tender Mercies towards N. N. of 
whoſe afflicted Condition I defire to have 
a compaſſionate Senſe and Feeling. Look 
gaciouſly upon * hm, O Lord, 
and viſit 41m with thy Salva- 
tion. Vouchſaſe hm ſuch Conſolations 
from above, as I ſhould defire for my- 
ſeit, were I in bis Eſtate. Give bm a 
true penitent Heart for all the Offences 
be hath at any Time committed ; together 


M Or Her. 


"i With a lively Faich in thy Son Jeſus, who 
li came into the World to ſave Sinners. Give 
lf him the Comfort of thy holy Hope, that 


thou accepteſt his Repentance and faithful 
Devotion to thee. Support him, by this 
Hope, under all his Pain, and enable bz 
patiently to ſubmit to thy Fatherly Cor- 
rection. Send him Help now in Time of 
Need, boch for His Soul and for /s Body. 
Bleis the Means of his Recovery: And 
if it be thy good Pleaſure, reſtore him 
ſpeedily to bis former Health, toge- 
ther with a ſerious Reſolution in His 
_ Heart, 
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Heart, to ſerve thee more zealoufly all his 
Days. 
Or if thou haſt otherwiſe reſolved in 
thy wiſe Counſels, deliver him from the 


Fear of Death; aſſiſt him in his laſt 


Agony; give m an eaſy and chearful. 
Paſſage out of this Life ; and ſend thy 
holy Angels to conduct im into Reſt and 
Peace with our Lord Jeſus ; to whom with 


' thee, O Father of Mercies, and thy holy. 
Spirit, be given all Honour, Glory and 
Praiſe, by all Creatures in Heaven and 


Earth, from this Time forth and. for ever 
more. Amen, 


1 1 * 


cw 


| 4 Prayer when 4 Perſon is giving 


up the Ghoſt. 


"= the Diſeaſe proceed to fuch an Ex- 


tremity, that in all Appearance the 
Saul 15 ready to depart, there is a 
Commendatory Prayer appointed in the 
public Offices of Devotion, to be ſaid 
by the Miniſter, whoſe Afiihance then 
ſure will be eder And beſides, 


the „ c Perſon home If, as long as be 
1 TH | 


[| 
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is able, may thus recommend his Soul 
unto Almighty God. 


[ Reſign my Spirit, O God, moſt chearfuly 
J into thy Hands, hoping to find Mercy 


with thee, through Chriſt Jeſus, I know 


no other Name under Heaven, whereb 
I may be ſaved, but thine alone, O bleſ- 


fed Jeſus, who waſt dead, and art alive 
1 again, and ive for evermore. 


I come unto thee, O Lord, 
confiding in thy moſt precious Promiſes 
(which I believe are Faithful and true as 
thou art) for Pardon, and for immortal Life. 

Accept, 1 beſeech thee, of my moſt 
hearty Thanks, for all thy Mercies to me 
from the Beginning of my Liſe to this 
Moment. Pats by all my Ingratitude and 
Diſobedience : Receive me into the Com- 


pany of the Sprrits of juſt Men made 


perfect, to give thee Thanks for ever. 
And as 1 defire to find Mercy with 
thee, ſo J forgive all my Enemies, be- 


ſceching thee likewiſe to forgive them, 


and to bleſs and comfort all my Friends, 
and to make thy whole Church glorious ; 
and to bring us all at laſt to live e together 
in CY erlaſting Love and Joy, t! arough Chriſt 
JIſus. Amen. An 


whoſe A og are unſearchable, and 


done contrary to it, and I ſhall endea- 


C971 -- 
An AS of Refignation, when | a Friend 


is dead. 


" Adore thee, O Lard, I bow my very 
Will, with my whole Soul, to thee, 


whoſe Ways are paſt finding out, I be- 
lieve thou intendedſt to do me good, even 
by denying my earneſt, and fo often re- 
peated Deſires. 1 will bleſs the Lord 
therefore at all Times. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away, 2 
be the Name of the Lord. 

I have received innumerable good 
Things from thy Hands, O Father of 
Mercies, why ſhould I not receive thoſe 
that are evil? The Cup which my Þather 
bath given me, ſhall J not drink it? I 
humbly take it from thy Hands, O my 
God, and ſubmit to thy wiſe Diſpenſation, 
I return to thee back again that which 
thou ſo lovingly beſtowedſt upon me, 
with my moſt hearty Thanks for lending 
me the Enjoyment of it ſo long. Do but 
pardon all my Ingratitude, all the Omiſ- 
fions of my Duty, and whatſoever I have 


6 vour 
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vour to rejoyce in thee always, and till 
to be prailing thee under the ſharpeſt 
Chaſtiſements, which are leſs than I de- 
ſerve. 

Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that I am 
not without Hope of this gracious Par- 
don. Bleſſed be thy goodneſs, that thou 


haſt not taken away thy holy Spirit from 
me. Yea, bleſſed be that Goodneſs, that 


hath left me ſtill ſo many worldly Bleſ- 


ſings, which many want, and have loſt 


their deareſt Relations too, It is of the 
Lord's, Mercy, that Lovers, Friends and 
Acquaintance, together with all other 
Comforts of this Life, are not quite gone 
away from me, and removed into Dark- 
neſs. Bleſſed be God, that I am not 


groaning on a ſick Bed, and that I lan- 


guiſh not under the moſt tedious Pains. 
[ Bleſſed be God, that I want not my 
daily Bread; that J am not oppreſjed 
with Debt; that TI lie not in Priſon, 
or am net turned out of Doors, having 


no certain Diwelling-place. ] Yea, bleſ- 
ſed be God, that all my Days have 
not been fo miſerable as ſome few have 


been. Bleſſed be God, that 
the Days which I and * he 
(who. 


Or for. 


8 


n 


* 


* 


with inceſſant Joy, in. the Company of all 
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(who hath now left me) ſpent together, 


were not all Bitterneſs and Sorrow, but 


were ſweetned by the Enjoyment of many, 
' very many good Things, 


O my Soul, never ceaſe to bleſs the 
Lord; forget not all his Benefits, Eſpe- 
cially his great Love, his excceding great 
Love in Chriſt Jeſus, by whom he hath 


provided a Remedy for all our Griefs, 


and comforted us with the Hope of 
another, and better Lite, where there is 
no Death, nor any Pain or Sorrow, but 
all Tears ſhall be wiped away from our 
Eye, ; | 
To thee I fly, O bleſſed Jeſus, who 
art my belt, and my eternal Friend, 
To the who knoweſt our Frame, and 
canſt have Compafſion on our Infirmi- 


ties, moſt humbly beſeeching thee to 


bear me up under this ſore Affiction, 
in a thankful Reinembrance of all thy 


Mercies. Yea, draw up my Heart 
thereby more towards Heaven, where 


thou, my Life, art | where I hope my 
Huſband, Wife, or Friend 1s | where I 
hope to be when thou ſhalt call me away 
from hence; there to ſing thy Praiſes 


thy 


278 A Prayer while there is Hope of 
thy Saints, and of the holy Angels. A- 
men, Amen. 


A Prayer when there is ſome Hope of 


the Sick Man's N 


E caſt down ourſelves before thee, 

O Father of Mercies, and God of 
all Comfort, to implore thy Grace and 
Favour towards this thy Servant, who 
{till lies under thy Hand, in great Weak- 
neſs of Body. We thank thee, O Lord, 
that * he is no weaker; but 
though he be brought very 
low, we have ſome Hope thou wilt raiſe 
him up again. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, 
that he is not gone down into Silence, 


* Or /be 


and hath not made 5716 Bed in the Duſt. 


Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs. 7 
O thou Preſerver of Men, who haſt 


begun to revive and quicken him again, 


go on to perfect that which belongs 


to his Cure, and forſake not the Work 


of thy own Hands. Repair all the 


Decays in his outward Man, that is 
Mind. 


ſion to thy Will: 
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Mind may alſo recover its former Strength, 
to praiſe and bleſs thy Goodneſs to 


him. 


And viſit him, in the mean Time, with 
thy heavenly Conſolation from above, 
Fill þ/m with comfortable Thoughts of 
thy Love, and of the tender, compaſ- 
ſionate Care which our Lord Jeſus: 
takes of all his afflicted Servants. En- 
due him ſtill with more patient Submif- 
And enable him both 
uietly to wait upon thee, till thou haſt 
finiſhed is Recovery; and alſo to con- 
tinue ſtedfaſtly reſolved to ſerve thee 
more ſaichfully with /ig reſtored Strength, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour 


and Redeemer: By whom, and with 


' whom, in the Unity of the Holy Ghoſt, 


all Honour and Glory be unto thee, OG 


Father Almighty, World without End, 
Anicu. 


afo A Thankſgiving for 


A Thankſgiving for the Beginning of a 


Recovery. 


Moſt great and mighty Lord, «who _ 


killeft and makeft alive, who bring- 
eſt down to the Grave, and 
bringeſt up again; we thy 
poor Creatures (molt infinitely obliged to 
be thy faithful Servants) who have ſo of- 


1 Sam. 11, 8. 


ten ſorrowfully caſt down ourſelves be- 


fore thee, to implore thy Mercy towards 
this our afflicted Friend, do now moſt 


_ Joyfully fall upon our Knees, to thank. 
thee with one Accord for the gracious 
Audience thou haſt given to our Prayers; 
deſiring to have our Hearts raiſed to as 


oreat a Degree of fervent. Love to thee, 
as they were of paſſionate Deſires that 
3 thou wouldeſt ſpare -*. n 
from going down to the Grave. 
Bleſſed be God, who hath not turned 


away our Prayer, nor his Mercy from us. 


Bleſſed be God, for preſerving our dear 
Friend, who is {till in the Land of the 


Living. Bleſſed be thy wonderful Good- 
neſs (which we will never forget) who 


haſt, 
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haſt, in ſome Meaſure, turned our Hea- 
vineſs into Joy, and our Mourning into 


Gladneſs. Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, 


who haſt begun to lift Him up from the 


Gates of Death, and reſtored %% to 
ſome Degree of Health. Yea, bleſſed 
be that Goodneſs, which did not forſake 
him in bis Sickneſs, but viſited Hin with 
Comforts from above; ſupported him 
in Patience and Submiſſion to thy Will; 


2 ſent him ſeaſonable Relief, and proſpered 
the Endeavours of thoſe who conſulted 
for his Preſervation, 


We hope we ſhall never ceaſe to ſpeak 


of thy Loving-kindneſs, but be till prai- 
ſing thee, whoſe Mercy endures for 


Ss ever; who we hope alſo will proceed to 


4 conſummate thy Mercy towards hn, by 
= raiſing him up to praiſe thee together 
with us, in perfect Health of Body, and 
© Vigour of Mind, and Chearfulneſs of 
1 Spirit. | 


For which End, be pleaſed till to di- 


rect and bleſs the Medicines that are 
: preſcribed for the perfecting of Jig Cure, 
- Succeed them, O Lord, that he may be 
N able at laſt to go into thy Houſe, to of- 


; fer thee an Oblation with great Glad- 


neſs, 
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282 A Thankſgiving after 
neſs, and to bleſs thy holy Name for thy 
wonderful Works towards him, and to- 
wards the Children of Men, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour, to whom 
with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour and Glory, World without End, 


Amen. 


A 7. Jankfeiving. after Recovery from 
a Sickneſs, to be ſaid by the Perſon 
bimPelf, who is reſtored to Health, 


If God be pleaſed to reflore the ſick 
Perſon to a State of Health, pub- 
lic Thankſgiving ought to be ren- 
dred to Almighty God for it. And 
together with the Sacrifice of Praiſe, 
which is the Fruit of our Lips (Heb. 
xiii. 15, 16.) he ought not to forget 
to do good, and to communicate 79 


them that are in Miſery ; for with | 


ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
And to preſerve a grateful Remem- 
brance of God's Mercy, here follows 


a Form of Thankſgiving to be uſed 


in 
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in Private by himfelf, and by bis 
Friends, that are concerned in bis 
Recovery, 


God, the Fountain of Life, and of 
O all Good, who art continually 
more and more pouring forth thy Be- 
nefits upon us, I thy poor Creature, 
whoſe Life thou haſt mercifully ſpared, 
when I deſerved to be cut off, proſtrate 
myſelf in an humble Senſe of thy Di- 
vine Goodneſs, to render thee my moſt 
hearty Thanks, and to renew my 
Vows, which I made in the Day of my 
Diſtreſs. TH e 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs bis |. 
holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, 2, 5 Rs 
O my Soul, and forget not all Pal. xxxiv.8. 
his Benefits: Who forgiveth 1 27 2 
all thine Iniquities ;, who 1 
healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; who 
redeemed thy Life from De- 
ftruftion; who crowneth thee with 
Loving-kindneſs and tender Mercies; 
who ſatisfieth thy Mouth with good 
things; ſo that thy Youth is renew- 
ed like the Eagles, The Lord is mer- 

EY Ci fil 


Pal. exi. 1. 


284 A Thankfgiomsg after 1 
ciſul and gracious, flow to. Anger, and 
Flenteous in Mercy, He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep his Anger for 
ever, He hath not dealt with me after 
my Sins, nor rewarued me according 
to my Iniquities. But as far as the Faſt 
7s from the Weſt, fo far hath he removed 
my Tranſgreſiaus from me. O taſte and 
fee, my Soul, bw gracious the Lord is; 
blejjed is the Man that trufteth ia him. 
1 ſhall ret die, but live, and declare the 


w AH 


Ferisof the Lord. The Lord hoth cha- 
flened me ſore, but he hath not given ne 
ever unto Death. == \ 
I will ggve Thanks therefore unto the 
Lord with my whole Heart; ſecretly a- 
 mong the Faithful, and in the Congregati- 
cn. I can do no leſs than dedicate this new 
Life, which thou haſt beſtowed upon me, 
entirely to thy Service, reſolving to em- 
ploy more vigorouſly all thoſe rowers of 
Soul and Body which are fo graciouſly re- 
ſtored unto me, untothy Honour and Glory. 
For which End, I moſt earneſtly de- 
fire to have a lively Senſe preſerved in 
my Mind, of thoſe things which were 
moſt powerful to move my Heart to- 
wards thee in the Time of my Sickneſs, 
= O that 
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E that this World may ever appear unto 
me, as it was then repreſented to my 
Mind! that I may never ſet my Heart 

| too much upon theſe periſhing Enjoy- 

| ments, and ſhort Satisfactions, nor ever 
| | neglect thee, whoſe Favour and Grace 
then ſoug ht ſo earneſtly, as my Chief- 
elt Good; but remembring how little 

Comfort I could find in any thing here ; 

Lit Joy? it was to have any Hope in 

f thee the eternal God; and how that 772 my. 

| beſt Eflate J am but altogether Vanity; 

1 I may moſt ſeriouſly apply myſelf 70 

i; |} work out my Salvation with Fear and 

* Trembling, and give all Diligence to 

eule a ſtedfaſt Hope in thee, that never 

may be ſhaken, 

Make me often to remember, that wy 
143 are but like a Shadow —  _ 
2 declineth, and that I b. ** ED 
© ther like the Graſs. But thou, 

0 Lord, ſhalt endure for ever ; for thou 

art the ſame, and thy Years ſhall have ng 

End. That fo I may neither ſeek my Hap- 

Y pcs: in this dying Life, but in thy end- 

© leſs Love and Favour; nor be /lothful in 

I Bujne s, but fervent in Spi- 


1 rit, erving the Lord, e 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that I fee 
theſe holy Thoughts and Deſires till | 
remaining in me. Excite me, I hum- | 
bly beſeech thee, continually to renew 7 
them, that no Day may paſs without 
ſerious Reflections upon thy patient and 


long-fuffering Kindneſs towards me; 


upon the Shortneſs of this Life; the 4 
-Uncertainty of all earthly Comforts, and 


the Happineſs of having a good Hope in 


thee, by ſtedfaſt Contiunance in Well- 


doing. And let thoſe Thoughts be ſo 


deeply imprinted in my Heart, that 


my Affections may be weaned thereby 
from all things here below, and ſet on 
things above, where Chriſt is at thy right 
Hand. 

O that I may defire and covet thoſe 
ce things for my Portion, more 
than I do to eat and drink, or enjoy any 
other Pleaſure of this Life. Make me 
to rejoice in them more than in a whole 
World of other Comforts, and to ſtand 
in greater Fear of loſing them than I do 


to die, or endure any Miſery, Preſerve F 
in me, good Lord, ſuch a ſober and 


conſiderate Diſpoſition of Mind, that I 


may never be proud, who am, I ſee, 
but 
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but Duſt and Aſhes, nor confident of my 
own Strength and Power, which is but 


= Weakneſs and Vanity; not diſtruſtful of 
? thee, who art ſo gracious and merciful, 
as well as mighty, to ſave. Suffer me 
not to fink under any Diſcouragements, 
who have the everlaſting Arms under 
me, the Wiſdom of Heaven to direct 


and guide me, and the infinite Trea- 


ww 


e'* 


py mos (0 & Hs (P  < OA ( 


ſures of Goodneſs to ſupply all my Ne- 


ceÿſſities. 


And more particularly J beſeech thee, 


to give me Grace by my late Confine- 
ment, Weakneſs, Dulneſs, Want of Ap- 


petite and Reſt, to learn to value very 


{| highly the Benefits of Liberty, Strength 
and Quickneſs of all my Senſes; and to 
# bleſs thee more than ever I have done, for 
the conſtant Refreſhments of my Food in 
the Day, and of undiſturbed Sleep in the 
© Night, together with the reſt of the Plea- 


{ures of Life, to which thou haſt reſtored 


| me with my Health, _ 


Make me perfectly contented in any 
State and Condition, whilſt I enjoy ſo 


k great a Blefling as that which compre- 


hends ſo many others in it And when 


thou art pleaſed to take it again away 


from 


— — — 
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from me, O that I may be able to be con- tl 


i tented then alſo, in a Remembrance of all t 
| - thy paſt Kindneſſes to me, and of well- || v 
| ſpent Life, and careful Improvement of » 
this renewed Health; and in Hope of thy =þ+ 
cotinued Mercies to me in Chriſt Jeſus,  C 
even to eternal Life. To which I hum- 1 


bly beſcech thee to bring me by an un- 
changeable Love and Obedience to thee 
in all the Changes and Alterations of this 
mortal Life, for his ſake who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me; to whom, with 
thyſelf, in the Unity of the ſame Spirit, be 
Glory everlaſting, Amen. 


— — 


A Thankſgiving to be ſaid by the 


Family, 


Moſt holy, great and glorious God, 

the Almighty Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, who upholdeſt all things by the 
Word of thy Power, and governeft the 
whole World with admirable Wiſdom, Ju- 
ſtice and Mercy ; thou deſerveſt the high- 

_ eſt Acknowledgments of all thy Creatures, 
The Praiſes of Angels are not worthy of 

_ thee; 
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thee, nor any of their Thoughts. equal 


0 thy innite Nahen What can we, 


V: 0 Creatures; then ſpe: +. of-thee? or⸗ 


hat Thoagiats (hall we frame of, thy 


Pekoncs? eſpecially of the tranſcen- 


dent Love, which hath moved thee, in 


much Con npaſſion, to conſider our Welk 
netles, and help our Infirmities. Thou. 


haſt taught us, by our Lord Jeus, what 
we ſhould think of thee ; having vouch- 
tated to dwell among vs, and mate thy- 
ſelf viſible unto us, not only as the moſt 


wile and mighty, but as the moſt holy, 


righteous, gracious. and merciful Lord, 

who deſignelt the greateſt Bleſſings to us. 
But now that we ſee thee, we Have the 

greateſt Reaſon to abhor ourſelves in Duſt 


and Athes, when we conſider how un- 
like we are unto thee in thoſe excellent 


Qualities, wherein thou haſt made thy- 
ſelf known unto us ; and how unthank- 
tul we have bcen unto thy Divine Good- 


neſs, which has ſo ſtrangely condeſcended 


unto us, who are unworthy of the leaft 
Regard from thee. And yet ſuch is thy 
tender Mercy and Pity towards us, that 


thou haſt declared thyſelf willing to en- 


tertain cven the greateſt Sinners into thy 
5 O Favour, 


I” 39. v Hs. a ae 74 


Pſal. civ. 33. 
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Favour, by making them better We 


ourſelves have received innumerable 'To- 


kens of thy great Clemency, Patience and 


Forbearance, And now lately thou haſt 


been pleaſed to give us a new Inſtance of 


thy Loving-kindneſs, and of thy Deſire 


to win our Hearts unto thee, in reſcuing 


one of us from going down into the Grave, 


and reſtoring im to Health and Strength 


again, 


The Living, the Living, O Lord, ſhall 
praiſe thee, as we do this 
Day : Yea, we will bleſs thy 
Name as long as we live, and 
Ixxxvii Jing Praiſe unto thee, as long 
"23s 13. as we have any Being. We 
20%/ praiſes thee, O Lord our 

exvüi. God, with all eur Heart, and 
. glorify thy Name for ever- 
more. For great is thy Mercy towards 
us; and thou haſt delivered the Soul of 
thy Servant from the loweſt Hell, The 


Tf. xx xviil. 19. 


Lord tis our Strength, and our Song, and 


zs become our Salvation, The Voice of 
Jey and Health is in our Dwellings; the 
Right Hand of the Lord ah hes mighty 


T, TO: to paſs, 
0 that 


ways his Glory, and ſerving 
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O that there were ſuch and Heart in 
every one of us, as to ſtudy ſeriouſly to 


know thee better; to meditate continu- 
ally on thy Benefits, both to our Souls 


and Bodies; to love thee entirely, and 
to endeavour to be like unto thee, which 
is the Deſign of thy Goodneſs towards 
us. Empty our Hearts of all other 
Things; and make Room for thyſelf to 
dwell there in Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
and true Holineſs. 

Diſpoſe every one of us to follow Jeſus 


U Chriſt, our Maſter, in Lowlineſs, Pati- 


ence aud Charity ; "aud fo be «< 1 
ordered by thy Governance of prayer- Book. 
his Holy Spirit, ſeeking al- * nw 
him duly in our Vocation with Thankſ- 
giving, oy us ſo to employ our Time 
in our Health, Proſperity, and Pleaſure, 
that we may have nothing to trouble us 


in the Time of Sickneſs, Affliction, and 
Sorrow; but we may quietly and chear- 


fully bear what thou layeſt upon us, 
looking unto Jeſus, who for the oy that 
was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 


Aeſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down at 


thy Rigbe Hand. 
88 0 bleſ- 


' 
| 
[ 
| 
! 
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O bleſſed Lord, deny us not the 188 


ſlant Afliſtance of ne Holy Ghoſt, 

cheriſh, confirm, and tt rengtl. em our 2 
Reſolutions; to faccecd our pious En- 
deaxrours; to give us a quick Senſe of all 


thy Mercics, and a lively Remembrance 


of all thy F atherly Chaſtiſemenis; whete- 
by we may be more and more excited tO 


Diligence, Watcl;tulneſs, and Zeal in thy 


Service, Preſerve us ſrem a och ful and 
negligent Spirit; and awaken in us ſuch a 
rene of thee, and of our Duty to thce, 
that we may ſearch after oh Will dili- 
gen ly, and believe it hea artily, and pra- 
dtiſe it carefully, and watch againſt all 


Temptations heedfully, and pray fer- 
vently and frequently, and ponder. ſert- 
ouſly and throughly all the Inſtructions 


we have received fron N thee, and our 
many and great Obligations to thee,, | 
O that I may Sp our Choice to attend 


on thee ; and that our Hearts, may be {till 
with thee. when our Neceſſitics require 
our Attendance on other r things: That ſo 
we may not be too deeply engaged in the 


Affairs of this Life, to the Prejudice of 


the eternal Life of our Souls, but we ma 
go on, to make it our great Buſineſs to be 
truly 
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„truly godly, according to the Pattern 
| 3 which our Lord hath left us, till we be 
L fit to be lifced ap to thit hign and holy 
pH Place, were we b:lizve he is, and t2e the 


5 Glory which thou hat given him, 

No to him that boldeth our Soul i 
Life, and fuffereth not our Feet 
to be moved; to the G of our 
Salvation, to obo arr ie es. 


Pedal 9. 


Iſaies from Death, c boeb Xx II. 
turned out ares 2's into 2 18 I 

and put of cur Mixra: 728 172 

girded ws Wit.) Gl: {12/5 125 him Fat be 
roondraus things, the ouly wiſe God, o. 


Saviour, be Glory and Maiefly Bae 1 
and Shar. both now and ever. Amici, 


— — —— — — 
— — — 


A Parent's PRAYER 4s a SICK 
CUILD, 


Lord, by whole infinite Goodneſs 

I was brought into this World, and 

by whoſe indulgent Care I have been con- 
tinued here unto this Time, in the E Eajoy- 
ment of a great many Bleflings, of the 
leaſt of which I am unworthy; 1 thank 
the, th.t to all other Comforts of this 


— — — ms ens. — = — — - 
CS 
- — — _—ecu ag ” * — —— —— ” 0 


—— — — 
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Life, thou haft added the Gift of this 
Child, whom thou haſt preſerved in its 
Birth, and ever ſince, by a marvelous 
Providence Jam ſenſible that all I have 
is thine, and that I am but intruſted with 
this, as with all other good Things, which 


I muſt return to thee whenſoever thou 


pleaſeſt. 

Lord, aſſiſt me with the Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit (which I know thou art more 
ready to give than any other Bleſſing) 
that I may reſign this Child to thee, ir 


thou art pleaſed now to call for it, "with 


an humble, contented, patient, and thank- 
ful Mind, believing thou knoweſt better 
what is good for me, than I do myſelf, 
and will certainly recompenſe ſuch meek 
and quiet Submiſſion to thee, with as good, 


or better Enjoy ments than thoſe thou 


takeſt away. But if thou thinkeſt good 
ſtill to prolong its Days, and continue it 


with me (which I moſt humbly beg of 


thy Divine Majeſty) behold, O Lord, 
the unfeigned Purpoſe of my Heart, 


faithfully to diſcharge my Truſt, and to 


bring 1t up in the Fear and Nurture of 
our Lord. 


Endue 


— ere 


YA 
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* 
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Here follow Prayers and Thanbſgivings 
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Endue me with Principles of true Wiſ- 
dom and Prudence, that I may educate it 


aright, Help me to give it a good Ex- 
ample; and to uſe all Diligence, that it 


may ſerve its Generation according to 
thy Will, and at laſt be returned back 
to thee, wiſe, and pure, and juſt, and 
good, fit for the Company of the Bleſſed 
in endleſs Life. Unto thee, O Lord, I 


moſt heartily recommend both it and my- 


felf, whoſe Wiſdom knows where it is 
beſt to place thy Creatures, whether in 
this, or in the other World; and whoſe 
Goodneſs deſigns to make us happy in both, 
To thee, the only wiſe and good God, 
be all Praiſe, Honour, Glory and Thankſ- 
giving, with Fear and Reverence, Love, 
and chearful Obedience, both now and 
eternally, Amen. 


_ 4 —__ _—_—— 
_ — 


wks as. cite 


on ſundry other Occafions, which we. 
may meet withal in the Courſe of our 
Life: In which it will be fit parti- 
cularly to acknowledge God, and im- 
| plore his Mercy to wards us. And let 
it be remembred, as JI ſaid before, 
—— 1 that 
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tat it 75 2 Part of Chriſtian Plety, 


to fake core that Alms and As of 


Charity to others, accoinpany our Ad- 
drejjes to God. They are then Cer- 
tiny moſt ſeaſonable, achen wwe deſine 
* cia! Fav from him, or return 
Shanks for 1555 And beret ? (as od 
Tobias fad, iv. 9, 11.) we hy vp a 
good Create for ourlelves ag Ainſt the 
Day of Nccefſith;: For Alms is a gco. 
Git unto . them that give I: in the 
Sight of the moſt High, 


_ _ — — 


— 


4 Prayer to be uſed by one that i 15 going 
à long Journey. 


God, who art alike preſent unto all 

Places, 2 freſerve} Man and 
Beaſt ; for thou art good t9 
Plal. xxxvi. 6. all, and thy tender Mercies 
| cxlv. 9, 


i mae over all thy. Works. --: AU 
thy Works ſhall praiſe thee, 


ON Lord, and thy Saints ſhall bleſs thee, 
They foal ſpeak of the Glory of thy 
Kingdom, and declare thy Power. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for the Know- 
8 thou haſt. given me, of thy wite 
and 
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and. merciful Providence encompaſſing ati 
Creatures: And more particularly, I re- 
| Pg in the Revelation which chou halt 
made of thy Fathely Love and Cate 
over us the Children of Men, in Chriit 
Telus; who mates: his Angels WY 

3 3 : eb. i. 10“. 

zuiniſining Spirits for them: Plal.xviii.39 
that are Heirs of Salvaticn. 
In an hearty Belief of thy holy Goſpe, 
and a: fincere Reſolution to be obedient 
unto it, in hope of that eternal Life, ] 
commit both my Soul and Body to thy 
molt gracious Protection, who art He 
D-fender of all them that put tier 
Truſt in thee, ON 

I truſt thee, O Lock wich myſelf, ans] 
all belonging to me; I entirely depend 0:1 
thy Goadack, to be with me, and prol- 
per me in the Way that I go. Give thy 
good Angels Charge of me ; and cſpeci- 
ally accompany me with the Preſence of 
thy Holy Spirit, to preſerve my Soul in 
Safety from all cvil Thoughts, Deſires or 
Paſſions, that may any way betr ay me, in 
Word or Deed, to oftend thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty. Deliver me from the Danger of 
any evil Company into which I may fall; 
that 1 may not frame myſelf to the Ho 

O 5 moulrs 
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mours of prophane Perſons, but, by a 
pious and diſcreet Behaviour, rather re- 
prove them. And give me Grace thank- 
fully to embrace the Company of thoſe 
who are good, if I be bleſſed with it, 
that I may rejoice in their Society, and 
improve it to my Increaſe in Wiſdom and 
pious Aﬀections towards thee, 

Bleſs this Habitation alſo, which 1 


leave, and all remaining in 1t; that at 


what Diſtance ſoever we be one from 
another, we may all live and walk in the 
fame Spirit of Faith, and Love, and Ho- 


lineſs. Give us an happy Meeting toge- 


ther again in this Place, if it be thy good 


Will and Pleaſure, to pay thee the Vows. 


which I make of greater Care and Dili- 
gence in thy Service, and greater Charity 
towards all my Neighbours. Howſoever, 
in the End of our Pilgrimage, bring us 
all together into. that bleſſed Reſt which 
thou haſt prepared! for thy People, after 
all their Travels and Labours, through 
thy Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus; to. which I 
commend myſelf and all. mine, both. now 
and for ever. Amen. 


A fort 


[ 299] 


A ſport Prayer : in one's Inn, or at the 


End of a Journey. 
Leſſed be thy Goodneſs, O Lord, my 


Creator and continual Preſerver, by 
which I have been led in Safety to this. 
Place, and am not only alive, bot ſound 
and unmaimed. To thee, O God, will L 
ſing and give Praile, who. haſt dealt 2 
'F bountifully with me. Por 
* thou haſt delivered my Soul 
Fm Death, mine Eyes from 7, , 9. 
j Tears, and my Feet from jal- 
if ling. I love the Lord, be- 
N cauſe he hath heard my Voice, vii. 1. 

and my Supplications. Becauſ: & bath 
inclined his Ear unto me, therefore will 
T call upon him as long as I live, I will 
walk alſo with a er fact Heart before 
the Lord, who is my Shield, and 5 ex- 
ceeding great Reward. 

Preſerve in me, I beſeech thee, a pious: 
Remembrance of all thy Mercies, and: of 
all thoſe holy Refolutions which they ex- 

cite in me. Take me ſtill into thy Al- 
mighty Protection. Continue mz in thy 
Fear, and Love, and faithfuł Obedience, 
. cliat 


Pſal. evi. 1. 


Sen. xv. 1. 
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that, having finiſhed this Journey in 
Peace, I may return to the Place from 
-whence I came, full of thankful Affecti- 
ons to thee, and zealoully diſpoſed to per- 
form my Vows, in a careful Diſcharge of 
all the Duties which my Place and Rela- 
tions require of me. And enable me, 
good Lord, ever to periorm them with 
Uprightneſs of Heart and good Will, as 
becomes the Servant of Chriſt Jeſus. 
Fo the ſame merciful Providence which 
hath watched over me all this Day, I com- 
mend myſelf, and all my Relations and 


Friends every where, this Night, be- 
_ teeching thee to awaken in me, in the 


Morning, the fame Love and Thankful- 
neſs, and humble Confidence which I now 
find, 4 d defire ever to have, in my Heart 


towards thee, my gracious Father, Sa- 


viour and Deliverer; to whom be Glory, 
Honour and Praiſe everlaſting. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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4 Prayer in caſe of any Hurt Jrom How, 
Cr other viſe, 


Moft merciful Father, for ſo I 
() ought ever to acknowledge thee, 
without whom one of the {mallett 
Creatures cannot fall to the Ground, 
and to whom we are of more 
Value than many of them; 
I humbly and meekly ſubmit myſelf to 
this Croſs in my Way, which thou in thy 
Wiſdom haſt ſuffered to befal me. T 
| know that thou art able to make even this, 
with all other Things, work together for 
ny Good: And therefore I beſeech thee 
but geracioutly to pardon my Sins, Which 
deſerve greater Puniſh. nent, a and to pre- 
ſerve my Soul ſtill in Saiety from all Mur— 
muring and Repinipg at thy Providence, 
by a ſfedfaſt Faith and Truſt in thee, and 
an abſolute Reſignation to thy holy Will 
and Pleaſure, and I ſhall not ceaſe to 
bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of thy 

ame. | 

Help me to learn by this to live in a 
conſtant Senſe of the Uncertainty of all 
worldly Hopes, to {ct my Affections more 
per- 


Mat. . 29. 
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perfectly on unchangeable Enjoyments, 
and to place my Happineſs only in chear- 
ful Obedience, and contented Patience, in 
all Eſtates and Conditions of Life. I re- 
member that we are all but Pilgrims and 
Strangers whilſt we are here; ſubject to 
many other Changes and Chances in this 
mortal Life: And therefore whatſoever 
I, or thoſe I have left at Home, may far- 
ther ſuffer before my Return, Lord, aſſiſt 
us all to take that patiently alſo; and as 
we have received ſo many good things 
from thee, to receive likewiſe that which 
is evil, giving Thanks to thee, the Father 
of Mercies, who haſt given us ſuch a 
good Hope of perfect Security, Peace 

and Joy in our heavenly Country, when 
we have done, and enduredall thy Plea- 
fare. In the Expectation of which bleſſed 
State I will continually rejoice, praying 
thee to purify me more and more, that I 
may be prepared for it, and at laſt, by thy 
Mercy enter into it, to give thee eternal 
Praiſes, Amen, 5 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be ſaid for a Friend on a 


Tourney, 


God, whoſe Almighty Power, and 

wife Providence, and Omnipreſent 
Goodneſs, is the Security, Support and 
Comfort of all thoſe that know thee , it is 
the higheſt Satisfaction of our Souls to 
have a lively Hope 1n thee of eternal Life 1 
in the other World, and to be perſuaded ; 
that thou loveſt us, and wilt take Care 
of us, and bleſs us, whilſt we continue | 
here, and that nothing can befal us with. |} 
| 

? 


out the Knowledge and Conſent of thy 
infinite Goodneſs, which gives the moſt 
ſolid Peace and Repoſe unto our Spirits, 
im all the Alterations and Changes of this 
Life. I rejoice in the Belief, that I live in i 
a World which is full of thee; that I am 
always under thy Eye, and have thee near 
unto me, as to obſerve me, ſo to help, 
protect and defend me. DN 8 | 
And I beſeech thee, fill the Mind of | 

* him who is now gone from. { 
me, with the fame Senſe of 
| thee, that he may carry along with 
bim, every where, this ſtedfaſt Faith and 
8 Hope 


Or h 
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Hope in thee, as the Stay, the Reſt and 
the Refreſhment of 5s Soul. How far 


focver he be from me. O that e may be 


nigh to thee in frequent, ſerious Thoughts 
of thee, and hearty Love to thee, and 
perfect Tra ſt in thee, and a conſtant Diſ- 
poſition of Mind and Will to do and be 


what thou pleaſelt : That nh gh 


under the Shadow of the Almighty, n 
Harm may come to lin; but even thoſe 
things which we Ant the Ren 
Miſchiefs, if they ſhall betide Hin 
be humbly accepted by us all, wich Pele 
and Reverence, and chearfal Submiſlt- 
on to thee, as becomes thoſe who pro- 
fz13 ourſelyes thy Friends, as well as thy 
Servants. 
No Thieves, Murderers, or other evil 
Perſons: or Things, can approach him, I 
know, without thy Leave, who govern- 
elt © and over-ruleſt the Moti 1ons of every 
Creature at thy Pleaſure, to which we 
ever ought to ſubmit our on: But if 
thou thinkoſt godd to reſtore h hither 
again untouched by any of them, Lord, 
help us to be ſo much the more thankful 
to thee, who dealeſt with us according 
to our own Hearts Deſire, O that the 
| Senſe. 


* 
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— 
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6a. 2a wad * £© 


Prayers for one on a Journey, 303 
Senſe of thy Goodneis then, may ſo pow=- 
erfully affe k our Hearts, thit we may be 
moved thereby to a greater Zeal and. 
Freedom of Si NIE in wy 5 rice, and be 
the more forward to imitate thes in doing 
Goal, and ſhewing Mercy to All Men. 0 
that thy Penæũts may nev Ef {lip out of our 
Min Ils. 0 that the S 4 2 7: ta atlon of them 


J 
may ou et Unto us: and wa ; | 
ſec : . 


AK. Y Is; 1! [1 thereby {3 771 tf, 4 22 Ixil, 8. 
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e IT | For 
oo art a Rijuige jour Us, 
| , . FP Theſe lat 
Now. the merciful God i 
Words _ 
give him good Succeſs in all ye for 


thinss. The God which d eIl§ 2 Ejacw- 
i . ; F ation in 274 
leth in Heaven, proſper his Bebalk atany 
Journey, and the Angels of Time of we. 


= God Keep. him COPY: Amen. Day. 


Vn. 12. 
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Home. 


N an humble joyful Senſe of thy 
Fatherly Care and Providence over 
me, ever ſince I went from this Place 
(to 
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(to which thou haſt brought me back in 


Peace and Safety) I caſt down myſelt at 
thy Feet, O 104 God of Heaven, prai- 


ſing thy Almighty Goodneſs, with an | | 
Heart full of Love and Devotion to thee. 


It is of thy Mercy alone that I am not 
conſumed, and becauſe thy Compaſ- 
ſions fail not, that I am not groaning 
under Sickneſs, or Wounds and Bruiſes 


in my Body, nor fighing for the Loſs of 


my Goods, either at Home or Abroad, 
is to be aſcribed to that tender Mer 


which ſpreads ufelf over all thy Works, 


and hath been a Covering to me Night 


and Day, in every Place where I have 


been, from I know not how many Dan- 
gers. I thank thee alſo for letting me ſee 
the Faces of my Relations and Friends 


again, and that no Evil hath come nigh 


their Dwellings ; but eſpecially for pre- 
ſerving my Soul in Integrity and Up- 
rightneſs before thee; and for delivering 
me from the Power of Temptations, 


and from wounding my Conſcience, by | 


any wilful Offence againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty. _ 
It is too little to render to thee my 


Praiſes and Thankſgivings: I will pay 
8 | these 


„ wc. wc... 
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thee my Vows wherein I ſtand engaged 


to thee, and here offer unto thee myſelf, 


Soul and Body, to be made a more pure, 


perfect, and acceptable Sacifice unto thee, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Maintain, I beſeech 
thee, ſuch a lively and laſting Remem- 


brance of thy Kindneſs in my Heart, as 
inay both provoke me to Love and to 


good Works, and alſo ſtrengthen my 


| Faith and Hope in thee, on all Occaſions, 


for the Time to come 
L ought not to forget, now that I 


mention thy late Deliverances, all the reſt 


of thy Mercies, which are ſo many, and 


ſo various, that, alas! we take little 


Notice of many 4 them. In the con- 


ſtant and undiſturbed Courſe of them, we 


are apt to be leſs ſenſible how much we 
ftand indebted to thee for them, Yea, 
they have been fo long continued to us, 

and we are ſo far from the Beginning of 
them, that we are too prone to forget the 
Head and Fountain from whence they 
ſpring. 

O how fad is it, that we ſhould love 
thee leſs, becauſe thou loveſt us ſo much ! 


and that we ſhould think the ſeldomer 


of thy Bounty, becauſe thou conſtantly 
remem- 


22 ——— — — 
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remembreſt us, and doſt us Good! How 
much ſhould we praiſe thee for our Health. 


and Eaſe, if we were ſick and in Pain but 


2 few Days! and yet novr we praiſe thee 


but a little, though we are all well man 

Years! How thankfol ſhould we be, if 
we were ' freed from the Devil, after he 
had affrighted and vexcd us bat one Night? 
and yet now, alaſs! we ſcarce mind thy 


Good eſs w Kick per peiually preſerves us 


from his Aſhhaults. 
Eudue me, O Cod © Fall Grece, with 


a more ſcrious Spirit, often 1efteting 
and meditating upon thee, and upon 
thy Beneſits, both to my Soul and Bo- 
dy, for this Life, and that which is to 
come; that I may not be taught the 
Value and Number of thy Bleflings by 
being deprived of them, but in their 


Contiant Uſe and Enioyment may ever 


duly ponder them ; exiolling and praiſing. 
thy intinite Goodneh with ſenfible Love 
to "thee, and Delight in doing of thy 


Will. 
For which End, I Fecht thee to en- 


due me with Power from above, that I 
may not deceive my own -Soul with 


ſome paſtionate Delires, Tranſports of 
Joy, 


] 
] 
| 


a ſafe Return. 309 
Joy, or ſudden Refolutions ; but dcli- 
58 and with th cl Conſent of my 
Heart, devoting myſelf to thy Service, 
I may conſcicntior fly ſtady to improve 
all chy Meccies to the Honour. and Glory 
of thy Name, the Credit of my Religion, 
the Good and Profit of my l Neichbours, 
and my own fold Peace and Comfort 


at preſent, and eternal Joy at the Day of 


the Lord. 

And bleſs all others, I beſcech thee, 
that deſire the ſame Mercy of which thou 
haſt made me Partaker. Receive them 
into thy Protection; conduct them ſafely 
to the End of their Journies; make them 
ever mindful of thy Loving - kindneſs, 
and careſul to remember that, every new 
Benefit is a new Bond to better Obedience, 
Unto which, good Lord, incline us all 
more and more for thy Mercies ſake in 


Chriſt Jeſus ; by whom, and for whom, 


thy glorious Name be bleffad and praiſed 


for ever. Amen. 


A Prayer 


. 
OT 
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2 10 Proyer for one going to Sea, 


A Prayer to be ſaid by one going a Voyage 


on the Sea. 


Which may be uſed, with a little Alte- 
ration, by bis Friends for him, 


Moſt mighty Lord, the God of our 
Salvation, who art the Confidence 
PAL Inv: 5: of all the Ends of the Earth, 


upon the Sea, under whoſe powerful Pro- 
tection we are alike ſecure in every Place, 
and without whoſe Providence over us, we 
can no where be in Safety: I am ſenſi- 


ble of the tender Care thou haſt long ta- 


ken of me, and that I have been pre- 
ſerved by thee from innumerable Dan- 
gers, both in my Infancy and Child- 


hood, and ever fince ; for which I have 
not thanked thee as 1 ought, 1 moſt 
humbly beicech thee oracioully to par- 


don this, and all other my Offences, which 
might juſtly weaken my Confidence in 


thee, did I not feel thy Grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who died for us, to be ſo great, as 


to fill my Heart not only with unfeign- 
ed Sorrow for them, but with holy Re- 


ſolutions 


and of them that are afar off 
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ſolutions to be more grateful and dutiful 


in Time to come, 

This emboldens me, with an humble 
Faith in thy Almighty Goodneſs, to 
commend myſelt ſtill to the Conduct, 
Guidance and Bleſſing of thy merciful 
Providence, O God, receive me, though 


a ſinful Creature, into thy Favour and 
Grace : Purge my Heart from all Af- 
fection to every thing that is evil; that 


I may not carry the Senſe of any Guilt 
unrepented of, along with me in my 


Voyage; but have my Heart ſettled in 


ſuch an unmoveable Love of all Piety, 
Righteouſneſs and Sobriety of Mind and 


Life, that no Storm, or Tempeſt, or 
other Danger, may diſmay me, and make 


me afraid. They are all, I know, in thy 


Hands, to which I commit myſelf with 
an entire Truſt in thee, that nothing 


ſhall hurt me while I follow that which 
is good, 

If thou art pleaſed to bring me to my 
defired Haven, Lord, poſſeſs me then 
with theſe good Thoughts and Af- 


fections which I feel at preſent in my 
Heart towards thee; that my chief 


Joy may be in thee, and in the Love 1 


find 
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find in my Heart to thee ; and I may never | 
forget thee by intem perate Mirth and Plea- 
fare | in any other Enjoyment. But if thou 
thbinkeſt good otherwiſe to diſpoſe of me, 
thy Will, O Lord, be done, I commend 
both my Body and my Spirit into thy 
Hande, who art able to make the Sea 
give up her Dead, by thine Almighty 
Word. 
_ Help me always to hold faſt that 
| Hope of cicrnal Life, as an Anchor of my 
| 5 Sol, beth fure and fedſaſt, 
| Heb. vi. 19, 20. | 
| which ma y preſerve me in un- 
ſhaken Comfort and Joy at the Hour of 
Death itſelf. And looking up to that qui= |; 
et Place, whither Teſus car Fore-runner | 
7s entered for us, I may begin thoſe Praiſes 


| 
| 
| 
and Thankſgivings which I hope ſhall 


rr 12 HT 


have no End, but be continued for ever 
in thc Company of the Bleſſed in the other 
World. Unto which, I beſeech thee, of 
thine infinite Mercies, to bring me, through 
Chriſt Jeſus, who 75 made an High-Pricf 
fer ever, Amen, 
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A THANKsG1vING after it is fintſh- 
ed, and the Party returned bome 
again, Pe 


Bleſſed Lord, thau art great, aud 
— greatly to be praiſed; ſor by thy 
Mord the Heavens were 
made, and all the Hoſt of 
them by the Breath of thy xi. 6, 7. 
Mouth. Thou didſt gather cx xxv. 6. 
the Waters of the 3 toge- 
ther as an Fleap, and laidſt * 
them up in the Store-houſes 
of the Deeps, They are all at thy Com- 
mand, and whatſoever thou pleaſeſt, me 
agſt thou in Heaven and in Earth, 
the Seas and all deep Places. 1 Tir 
ſeen thy Works, O Lord, and thy Mon- 
ders in the Deep : For thou ſpeakeſt the 
Word, and the ſtormy Wind aroſe, which 


Pſal. xlviii. 1. 


lifted up the Waves thereof. And again, 
When we cried unto thee, thou madeſt the 


Storm a Calm, fo that the Waves thereaf 
vere fill. 
Bleſſed be thy Almighty Goodneſs, 
which carried me ſafe through ſuch great 
and dreadful Dangers, Bleſſed be ” 
FP Socdneſs, 
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Goodneſs, that the Deep hath not ſwal- 
lowed me up, and that I am not gone 
_ down into Silence, Blefſed be thy Good- 
neſs, that neither my Body nor my Goods 
became a Prey to unreaſonable Men; but 
that thou broughteſt me to the Haven 
where I would be, and haſt now returned 
me Home in Safety, 

O God that I may never forget the 
Vows which I was forward to mike when 
J was in Trouble, preſerve in me for ever 
an awful Senſe and Apprehenſion of thy 
great Power, who bringeſt the Wind out 

of thy Treaſuries, and ruleſt 
Pſa. cxxxv. 7. fhe raging of the Sea, and f il- 

Ixxxix. . leſt the Netſe of its Wares. 
Jer. v. 22. No ould not fear thee, O 
Pfal. cxx. 11. Lord, who would not tremble 

> at thy Preſence? who haſt 
Placed the Sand for the Bound of the 
Sea, by a perpetual Decree that it cannot 
paſs it; and though the Waves thereof toſs 
themſelves, yet can they not prevail; tho 
they rear, yet can they not paſs over it, 

O poſſeſs my Heart with a greater Re- 
verence of thy Divine Majeſty, that I may 
ever ſerve thee with Fear, and rejoice 
before thee with Trembling, Eſpecially 


make 
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make me fearful of offending thee, who 
art ſo great and powerful, and haſt done 
ſuch great things for me, and canſt do 
greater, and wilt do them, as thou haſt 
promiſed by Chriſt Jeſus, who p. in. 20 
hath Power. to ſubque 4-466 3 3. 
things to himſelf. 12 5 

Bleſſed be thy infinite Grace which haſt 
wrought ſuch a marvelous Redemption 


for us by him. How ſball I eſcape if 1 


wr megleet ſo great Salvation! How mile- 


rable ſhall I be, if after all the Dangers 
from, which I have now been reſcued, I 
ſhould, for my Ingratitude and Diſobe- 
dience, be caſt into the Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone? O God, that all thy 
Mercies and Deliverances here may, by 
a thankful Remembrance and careful Im- 
provement of them, only prepare me for 
that glorious Deliverance at the Day of 
the Lord Jeſus ! and as by thy good Pro- 
vidence thou haſt ſaved me from the Vio- 
lence of Storms and Tempeſts, and other 
Hazards, ſo by thy Grace deliver me from 
the Power and Violence of all Temptati- 

ons; and enable me ſtedfaſtly to perſiſt 
in Well-doing, and Patient-ſuffering unto 

the End, ro RT 


P2 Ende 
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Endue me with ſuch a right Senſe of 
my Religion, as may make it to be my 
Delight ; that ſo I may be out of all Dan- 
ger of being prevailed withal to forſake 
that which is ſo ſweet and pleaſant to my 
Soul, O that it may be my Guide in 
Proſperity, and my Comfort in Adverſi- 
ty ; the Rule of my Life, and my great 
Satisfaction in Death. Sanctify every Con- 
dition unto me; that Sickneſs or Health, 
Poverty or Riches, Honour or Diſgrace 
may prove real Bleflings to me, and make 
me profit in Piety and Virtue, And let 
a great Senſe of thee, and of Religion, 


intermix itſelf with all my Employments. 


Teach me fo to behave myſelf, that I may 
be acceptable in thy Sight, not only when 
I make ſuch Addrefles as theſe unto thee, 
but whether I eat or drink, or whatſoever 
J do elſe, I may abide in thy Love, and 
be approved by thee, for a good and faith- 
ful Servant. 

All which I moſt humbly beg of thee, 
and whatſoever thou ſeeſt good for me in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus; by whom, 
and with whom, in the Unity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, all Honour and Glory be unto thee, 
OF ather Almighty, World without End, 

A 1 


17 


A Prayer in à Storm. 


O God who haſt bid us in the Day of 

Trouble to call upon thee, to whom 
alone belong the Iſſues from Death, I flee 
to thee for Protection and Safety in 
this great and dreadful Diſtreſs, The Sea 
roars, and the Deep is ready to ſwallow 
me up. The Floods O Lord are lifted up 
the Floods lift up their Waves : But 1 
Lord on high is migbtier than the Noiſe cf 
many Waters; yea, than the mighty Haves 
of the Sea. 

To thy Almighty Love I commit my- 
ſelf, who canſt immediately rebuke the 
Winds and the Sea, and turn this Storm 
into a Calm, I have juſtly deferved, I 
know, to be caſt away, and rejected by 
thee, upon whom I now caſt myfelf for 
Safety. But I hope thou wilt accept of my 
unteigned Sorrow for all my Sins, and my 
unteigned Purpoſe to forſake them. Have 
Mercy upon me, have Mercy upon me, 1 
molt humbly beſeech thee, O moſt mer- 
ciful Father, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, 
- who deſcended into the lower Parts of 


the Earth for me, and is now aſcended far 
1 | above 
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above all Heavens, to ſuccour thoſe that 
call upon thee in his Name. For his Sake 
{pare me, at leaſt from going down into 
utter Darkneſs; and if it be thy Will, 
from periſhing here in thee deep Waters, 
O give me the Comfort of thy Mercy, 
that though the Sea rages, my Heart may 
be quiet and ſtill. 3 
And as I deſire to be preſerved from 
this preſent Danger, ſo J earneſtly deſire 
thou wilt preſerve in me hereafter a pious 
Dread of thy Divine Majeſty; the leaſt 
Expre ſſion of whoſe Diſpleaſure, I fee in 
this Tempeſt, is exceeding full of Terror, 
Awaken my Soul perpetually by the 
Thoughts of it, to live a more ſober, 
righteous and godly Life; that being 
ſaved from Death, I may never forget 
thy Loving-kindneſs, but ſtudy as long 
as ever I live, to ſhew myſelf truly thank- 
ful to thee, by ſincere and careful Obe- 
dience, through our Lord Jeſus; to whom 
with thee, O Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be eternal Praiſes. Amen. 2 5 


A THANKS- 
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A THANKSGIVING after a Storm. 


Lory, Honour, Thankſgiving and 

© | Praiſe be unto thee, O God my Sa- 
viour, and my mighty Deliverer. Thou 
art worthy of all my Love, and all my Ser- 
vice, of more than I can be ever able to 
render to thee, who haſt made me, and 
redeemed me, and now graciouſly preſerv- 
ed me. What ſhall I return unto thee 
for all the Bznefits thou haſt heaped on 

me? I can never thank thee, never love 

| thee enough, for thoſe which I have for- 
? merly received; and yet thou haſt now put 
a new Song into my Mouth, even Praiſe 
unto my God, Pſal. xl. 2. 

For if the Lord had not been ach me, 
I muſt needs acknowledge, i | 
it had not been the Lord who f 150 1 
protected me when the Sea 7 8 
roſe up againſt me, then it had ſwal- 
lowed me up quick, when it ſwelled and 
| raged horribly againſt me. Then the Wa- 
| ters had overwhelmed me, the Streams 


bad gone over my Soul, Then the proud 
7 Waters had gone over my Soul, Bleſ- © 
fs be the Lord, who hath not caſt me 
; E 4 out 
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5 out of his Sight, nor fuffer= 
Jonah ii. 3. e all his Billnos and . 
5 1 to paſs wer me. TI have 
eſcaped the  fiormy Wind and 7. entpeſt, 
the Storm is ceaſed, and T am eſcaped, 
T will facrifice to thee therefore the Voice 
of Thankſgiving. Twill pay that which I 
bave vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. 
Our Help is in the Lord, who made the 

Heaven and the Earth. 

Let the Remembrance of thy Mercy 
never flip out of my Mind. And make 
me as mindful of my own Promiſes, as 
forward to every Part of my Duty, and 
chearful in the eee of it; that fa 
J may be able to truſt in thee at all times. 
When my Soul is ready to faint within 
me, help me to remember thee, O Lord, 
and always ſtudy to walk before thee, as 
thy every way redeemed ene; who de- 
fires that all thoſe who have been Par- 
takers in the ſame Deliverance, may all 
expreſs the fame Thankfulneſs, and pay 
thee the Vows which their Lips have ut. 
tered when they were in Trouble, 

DO O magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his Name together, 


Let 
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Let us ſacrifice the Sacrifice of Thankſ- 

giving, and declare his Works with ; 
jſoicing. 

For his merciful Kindneſs is great to- 


wards us; and his Truth endureth for ever. 
Praiſe the Lord, Amen, Amen. 


— 
0 


— 


A Prayer in hs of great ; Thunder and 
ghtning. 


| Great God, who art — 5 in Heart, 
and mts gbr m Stren th; who re- 
moveſt the Mountains, and 
overturneſt them im thine An- * 58 ” 
ger; who ſhakeſt the Farth © 
out of her Place, and the Pillars theres of 
tremble ; who dv jſt great Things paſt fins 
ing out; yea, and Wonders without Num- 
ber; I proftrate myſelf in awful Adorati- 
| ons of thee; For the Voice of the Lord 
75 ver powerful, the Voice of 1 
5 the Lord is full of Majeſty. xxx. 497 
E The Voice of the Lord rends the Ai ir, aud 
ends out Flames of Fire. 
l Who would not fear thee, O God of 
Flory? who would not ſtand in Awe of 
thee, > who canft inſtantly, I ſee, tear us in 


P5 Freces,, 


| 
5 
18 
fk 
| ; 
| 
| . 
: 
1 
| 
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PA. 25. pieces, and none can deliver 


us? It is of thy meer Mercy, 


that the Arrows thou now ſendeſt out do 


IT not ſcatter us; and that thou 
| "IE doſt not ſhoot out Lightnings 


to diſcomfit us. Bleſſed be 
thy Goodneſs, that we are not utterly 


conſumed by the Blaſt of the Breath of 
thy Neſtrils. O that thy ſparing Mercy 
_ ſenſibly affect my Heart, and move 
me hereafter to ſerve thee ac- 
ceptably with Reverence and 
godly Fear, remembring that our God is a 
conſuming Fire, 


Heb. xi. 28, 


Settle in my Heart an holy Dread of 
thee, thatas I now tremble at thy Voice, 


ſo 1 may always tremble at thy Mord, 


and not dare to offend thee, who wilt ſend 


thy Son, I know, one Day (in a far more 
terrible Manner than this) with thy mighty 

. Angels in flaming Fire, taking 
TOSS: Vengeance on them that know 
not thee, and obey not the Goſpel of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. O that my Heart may 
be poſſeſſed now with ſuch a conſtant Fear 


of thee, and ſuch an ardent Love and De- 


votion to thee, that at that dreadful Day, 


when Heaven and Earth ſhall quake, I may 


be 
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be able, with a goodHope in thee, joyfully 
- expect a comfortable Sentence from 
thee; that when the Wicked ſhall hear that 
Voice (more terrible than any Thunder) 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting Fire , prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels, J may be in the Number of thoſe 
happy Souls, to whom our Lord will ſay, 
Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Founda - 
tion of the World, © 

Which I humbly beg for his Sake, un- 

der whoſe Feet thou haſt put all Things 
in Subjection, both in Heaven and Earth. 
To him with thyſelf, and thy Holy Spi- 
rit, be given, as is moſt due, all Honour 
and Glory, all Service and humble Obedi- 
ence, both now and evermore. Amen. 


13 — — 


A wks to be uſed by a Women with 
Child. 

O God the Author of our Being, the 

Fountain of Life, and all other 


Good, who haſt begun an excellent Work 
in me, which no Eye but thine ſees, and 
no Hand but thy Almighty Power can 

5 6 finiſh, 


324 A Prayer for 4 | 
finiſh, I adore thy great and glorious 
Majeſty in this, and in all other thy Works 
of Wonder. Thou dyſt great Things with 
out Number, but art more particularly to be 
acknowledged in the Formation of Man- 
kind, who are fearfully and wonderfully 
made, after thy own Image and Likeneſs. 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, in thy infinite 
Goodneſs, to perfect and compleat that 
which thou haſt begun, Preſerve the 


ſmalleſt Degree of Lite, which thou haſt 
inſpired: Beſtow upon it Entireneſs of 


all its Parts, and prepare a convenient 
Habitation for an underſtanding Spirit; 
capable of the beſt Wifdom, and incli- 


nable to Virtue and Goodneſs, Prevent, 


good Lord, the Miſcarriage of my Hopes, 
and ripen them to a good Iſſue. And the 
nearer they come to their full Growth, 
ftrengthen the more my humble Truſt in 
thee, and Submiſſion to thee, and hearty 
Deſires to enereaſe the Number of thy 
faithful People, together with my own 


18 Family. 


That ought to be the chiefeſt Deſtre 
of my Soul, to be formed myſelf in al} 
Things, according to the Mind and Wilh. 
of thee, my God; that ſo I may be an 

5 Inſtrument 


Women nth Child. 32 5 
Inſtrument of doing good to others. O 
thou, who haſt wrought many holy Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions in my Heart, pre- 
ſerve and confirm them, that they may 
not prove abortive, but bring forth con- 
tinually the Fruit of good living. Perfect 
me in Knowledge, in Faith, in Love, and 
in Obedience. Enable me fo diſcreetly 
and carefully to diſcharge the Duties of 
all the Relations wherein I at preſent, 
or ſhall. hereafter ſtand, that I may be a 
Comfort to them, and a Credit to Religi- 
on. And howſoever thou diſpoſeſt of me, 
or them, Lord, make me well contented, 
and in every Condition to give Thanks 
unto- thee, and to rejoice in thy holy 
Name, and in the Hope of eternal Life, 
through Chriſt Jeſus, my molt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, Amen | 


4 : — _ yo 1 ttt. 
——— th. 


Lis ing y - ; » 


2 


Prayer when the Time of her Travail 


draweth near. 


J God, the Helper and. Deliverer of 

all thoſe that truſt in thee, by 
whoſe Power I was formed in * 
her's 


426 A Prayer for a 55 
ther's Womb, by whoſe Care I was 


brought from thence, and by whoſe mer- 


ciful Kindneſs I have been preſerved in 
many Dangers ſince. I praiſe and magni- 
fy thy great and glorious Name, and am 
encouraged by the Remembrance of thy 
Mercies, which have been ever of old, to 
implore thy compaſſionate Help in the 
approaching Time of my Necd, Pain and 
Danger. 


Thou art preſent to all thy Creatures, 


and heareſt the Cries of the Beaſts of the 


Earth, which all wait upon thee: O be 
not far from me, when Trouble is near, 
but hearken unto me, and fave me, when 
I call upon thee. Shorten my Pains, or 
lengthen my Patience, which thou plea- 


ſeſt. Bear up my Spirit in Submiſſion 


to thy Will, and in ſome humble Hope 


that 1 ſhall Forget my Anguiſh, for Foy 
i that a Man is born into the 
ohn x\1. 21. World. Forſale not the Work 


ſal. cxxxvill 8. | , 
COP IT of thy own Hand, but in 


due Time perfect it, and bring forth that 
Which thou haſt wrought in Secret into 


Light, that we may all ſee the Wonders 
of thy Wiſdom, and praiſe thy Goodneſs 


and thy Power, 


My 
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My Parents truſted in thee; they 
truſted, and thou didſt deliver 
them, They cried unto thee, 
and were delivered; they cried unto thee, 
and were not confounded. In thee like- 
wite do I humbly put my Truſt and Con- 
fidence, which nothing diſheartens but my 
own great Unworthineſs, by reaſon of my 
Forgetfulneſs of thy Benefits, and un- 
thankful Returns for former Mercies be- 
ſtowed upon me. But thou haſt taken 
Care that this. ſhould not diſcourage me 
neither, by proclaiming a gracious Pardon, 
by him that was born of a Woman, and 
died for us, unto contrite and reforming 
Sinners. 

Accept, I beſeech thee, of my ſincere 
Reſolutions to preſerve hereafter a more 
affectionate Remembrance of thy Love 
to me, and to dedicate myſelf and all I 
have to thy Service, in Faith | 
and Charity, and Holineſs, * Nn x: 2 
with Sobriety. Or if thou art pleaſed 
otherwiſe to diſpoſe of me, I reſign my- 
ſelt heartily unto chee. Lord, receive 
me to a better Life, where all Sigh- 
ing and Sorrow thall be done away, 
and eicrual Joy entirely poſſeſs our 

1 Hearts. 


Pfal. xii. 4. 5. 


328 A Prayer to be ſaid 
Hearts, Amen, for Chriſt Jeſus his fake, 


Amen, 


— n * * 


hes 


A Prayer to the ſame Purpoſe to be faid 
| by her Relations. 


O Moſt mighty Lord, who haſt alrea- 

dy given us innumerable Pledges 
of thy Love, and many Arguments to- 
truſt in thee for ever, and to expect with 
quiet and patient Minds the Iſſue of thy 
wile and good Providence: Thou haſt 
reſpect to all the Works of thy Hands; 
_ eſpecially to the Sons of Men, and to 
thoſe above the reſt who ſeek thy Fa- 
your, and give thee the Glory of all thy 
| Mercies, and are reſolved to devote them- 
felves and their Children, and all they 
have, to do thee Honour in the World, 
We moſt humbly commend thy Servant; 
drawing near the Time of her Travail, to 
thy Care and Blefling, beſeeching thee: 
to give her a gracious Deliverance, and to 
eaſe her of the Burthen wherewith the 
labours. 


We 
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We ourſelves are Monuments of that 
Mercy which we beg of thee. Thou 
brougghteſt us into this World, and didſt 
unlooſe the Bands wherewith we were 
{wadled in our Mother's Womb. We 
have had long Experience allo of thy Rea- 
dineſs to ſuccour us, and to do us good 
ever ſince, many Times beyond our De- 
fires and Hopes, and always beyond our 
Deſervings. We dare not but commit 
ourſelves, and every thing belonging unto 
us, moſt heartily into thy Hands, remem- 
bring chat thou haft the ſame Power and 
Goodneſs ſtill, by which we came into 
the Light of the Living; and thou ſtill. 
exerciſeſt them, as 17 Wiſdom thinkeſt 
30ſt meet. 
Me cannot defire to be better provi- 
ded for, than as thy infinite Underſtand- 
ng and Counſel judges moſt convenient 


for us, Unto that we refer ourſelves, 
beſeeching thee if it be thy good Plea- 


ſure, that her Deliverance may be as 


ſpeedy as her Cries unto thee, and her 
Patience as great and as long as her Pains. 
Thou who ripeneſt the Fruits of the 
Earth, and then giveſt us to gather 
them to our Comfort, blaſt not our 8 

e 
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ble Hopes of the Fruit of the Womb; 
but after thou haſt brought it to Matu- 
rity deliver it into our Hands, as a new 
Pledge of thy Goodneſs to us ; for which 
we will ever thankfully acknowledge and 
praiſe thy Name. 

Or if chow haſt otherwiſe determined, 
Lord, give us Grace to ſubmit to thy loly 
Will, and to reſt ſatisfied in thy wiſe 
Appointments, and never to diſtruſt thy 
Goodneſs and Care over us. Yea, help 
us ſtill to bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good 
of thy Name, ſaying, | The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away, Bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord, from henceforth 
and for ever, Amen. 


— | 


of Prayer to be | for 4 by them, ky ſhe 1s 
actually in Trav ail, 


Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Comfort, our only Help in Time 
of Need, we fly to thee for Succour 
in Behalf of this thy Servant, who now 
expects thy Mercy, in this her great 
Diſtreſs. The Sorrows which thou threat- 


nedſt 
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nedit to our firſt Parent, are come upon 
her, the Pangs of Travail have taken hold 
of her. May it pleaſe thee, O Lord, to give 
her Eaſe, by bein her ſpzedy D--.iverer. 

As thou haſt made her conceive, and 
haſt now brought to the Birth, fo give her 
Strength alto to bring forth. Support her 
Spirits in her Labour; bleſs the Endea- 
vours of thoſe who are to afliſt her; pre- 
ſerve that Infant Life which ſtrugles in 
her Womb to be delivered, and let us ſee 
the Work of thy Hands, to all our Joy 
and Comfort. 

O bleſſed jeſus, who chyſelf was born 
of a Woman, make Haſte to help her. 
Be with her in her Agony; enable her 
patiently to bear her Pain, and humbly 
to depend on thy Goodnels for Safety and 
Salvation. And if it ſeem good to thee, 
ſhorten her Labour, and make her the 
joyful Mother of a Child, to ſucceed in 
our Place, to love and ſerve thee, the Sa- 
viour of Men. Amen, { 

Lord, hear our Prayer, and _ _ 

Theſe Sen- 
let our Cry y come unto thee. ences may 

Ariſe, and help her, and be often fe- 
deliver her for thy Mercies Peatedl. 
Jake e, Pfal, xliv. ult. 


O Sa- 


RE I one - _ 
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O Saviour of the World, who, by thy 

Cros and Paſſion hath redeemed us, ſave 
her, and help her, «we humbly beſeech thee, 

O Lord, Amen, | 


: _ p 5 
— —„— TY = WW 1 . 8 aha 8 Ra tn 


A Tü aun 0 IVING fo be uſed 1 
by thoſe preſent, after her ſafe De- | 


liverance, 


E thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, for thy 
long continued Goodneſs to us thy Crea- | 
tures, who are unworthy of the leaſt of 13 
B thy Favours. In thee we live, and 
| move, and have our Being, And it is 
only of thy Merey, that we have not li- 
ved in perpetual Pain and Torment, 
ſpending our Days in Sighs and Lamenta- 
tions, but have enjoyed much Health and 
| Eaſe, and had innumerable Occaſions to 
I praiſe thee, and to rejoice in thee, 2050 | 
1 hadeſt us daily with thy Benefits. 
| Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, who for- | 
5 giveſt all our Iniquities, and bealeſt 


2% our Diſeaſes : Who redeemeſt our 
0 Life from Deſtructian, and "_ 
i OS hs eſt 
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eft us with loving Kindneſs and ten- 
der Mercies. More particularly we 
thank thee, that thou haſt heard the hum- 
ble Supplications of this thy Servant, to 
whom thou haſt now granted a gracious 
Deliverance, and turned her Sorrow and 
Heavineſs into Joy and Gladneſs, We 
thank thee, that thou haſt ſent her ſeaſon- 
able Helpers, and bleſſed their Endea- 
vours for the Preſervation of her, and of 
the Fruit of her Womb : And that thou 
likewiſe vouchſafeſt her all needful Things 
for her Refreſhment in this weak Con- 
dition wherein ſhe lies; waiting upon 
| thee for the perfecting of thy Mercies to- 
wards her. - ; 

Accept, we beſeech thee, of our 
hearty Acknowledgments of thy power- 
ful and good Providence over her, and 
over any Perſon here preſent in the like 
Neceſlity; which we now thankfully 
call to Mind, and defire may never be 


forgotten. O that a lively Remembrance 


of this, and all other thy Mercies, may 
ſo mightily affect our Hearts, that we 
may be moved thereby to fear thee all 
our Days, and to love thee, and to put 
our Truſt in thee, and with quiet and re- 


ſigned 
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ſigned Minds, to caſt all our Burthens 
and Cares on thee, in a conſtant and 
chear ful Obedience to all thy holy Com- 
mands. | 

And fince thou haſt begun to be ſo gra- 
cious to this thy Handmaid, grant unto 
| her, and her Relations, farther Favour, 
9 and fiſh their Life in Health, 


her Strength daily; and as that encrea- 
ſeth, ſo make her Thankfulneſs and pious 
Affe ctions towards thee, and ſerious Re- 
ſolution to obey thee faithfully, grow up 
together therewith, es 


Refreſh her Spirit while ſhe lieth on 


this Bed of Weakneſs, with many hea- 
venly Thoughts, and delightful Medita- 
tions of thy Mercies towards her, 
and towards mankind ; eſpecially with 


a Senſe of thy wonderful Love in Chriſt 


Jeſus, who was pleaſed to be born of a 
Woman, and to become like one of us, 
that we might be aſſured of thy Care 


over us in every Condition, and be made 


thy Children, and at the laſt the Heirs of 
everlaſting life. And when ſhe hath re- 
covered her former Strength, make her 
to feel this Love ſtill more powerful 
7 | 


with Joy and Mercy. Renew 


3 


725 


3 


Mg it into the World, and for making 
it Partaker likewiſe of thy Grace in 
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in her Heart, exciting her to ſerve thee 
carefully in all Righteouſneſs, Sobriet 
Modeſty, Devotion and Readineſs to afliſt 
others, eſpecially the Poor and Needy in 
the ſame Diſtreſs wherein ſhe hath dern 
herſelf, 

We commend likewiſe this little One, 
which thou haſt bleſſed her withal, unto 
thy tender Care and Fatherly Love, 
beſeeching thee, that it may live to be 
dedic:ted unto thee, and to be in- 
ſtru.ied in the Knowledge of thee, and 


to praile thee, as we now do, for bring- 


D 


Chriſt Jeſus, Or if it ſhall ſeem good 


to thee, to let either of them to fall into 


any far cher Danger, enable her to endure 


it with patient Submiſſion to thee, truſt- 


ing, even in Death itſelf, in thy good 
Providence, and in thy precious Promiſes, 
who never faileſt thoſe that faithfully ſeek 
tee 
Hear us, O Father of Mercies, and 
pardon our Offences ; pity our Infirmi- 
ties; make us more "thankful tor what 
we have received, and more fit for thy 
future Mercies, cither in this Lite, or 


in 
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in the next through thy infinite Love de- 
clared to us in Chriſt Jeſus; in whoſe holy 
Words we conclude our Prayers, laying, 


as he hath taught us, 
Our Father, &c. 


M— —_—_—— 


* 2 
3 5 > * — - had * . 


A THANKSGIVING f be uſed by the 
PERSON berſelf, wwhen ſhe is able, 


Nto thee, O God, do J give Thanks, 
unto thee do 1 give Thanks ; for 
„ that thou art near, thy oon 
Pil bos i, ous Works declare. In m 


ED Diſtreſs I called upon thee, 


xxxiv. 4. and my Cry came unto thee, 
CXXXVIn | 9 555 
a,, 4 Jought thee, O Lord, and 


Ixvi. 20. Zhou heardeſs me, and dcli- 
ei. 12. weredſt me from all my Fears, 

civ. 33 In the Day when I cried, thou 
34. anſweredſt me, and flrength- 
nedſt me with Strength in my Soul. 
Thou haſt brought up my Soul from the 
Grave; thou haſt kept me alive, that I 
| ſhould not go down to the Pit. Bleſſed be 
God which hath not turned away my 
Prayer, nor pls Mercy from me, m——_— 

G 
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God, who hath preſerved the Fruit of my 
Womb, and made me the joyful Mother 
of a Child. Thy Vows are upon me, O0 
God, I will render Praiſe unto thee, J 
will ſing unto the Lord as long as J live; 
Twill ſing Praiſes unto my God, while 
T have any Being. My Meditation of 
him ſhall be ſweet, J will be glad in the 
Lord. 
Accept, O moſt merciful Father, of 
theſe thankful Acknowledgments, hi, 
go not forth out of feigned —  _ 
Lips: And be pleaſed graci- ag 
oully to preſerve ſuch a laſting 
and freſh Remembrance of thy great Mer- 
cies in my Heart, that I may always be 
joyful in thee, and ſpeak good of thy 
Name, and truſt in thee at all Times, 
and ſtill cry unto thee, O God moſt high, 
Who performeſt all Things for me, Make 
me ſtudious likewiſe, and forward to bring 
forth all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, 
throughout the whole Courſe of my Life. 
which may witneſs the Truth and Since- 
rity of my Thankfulneſs to thee. 

O that I may never be leſs earneſt 
and fervent in the Return of Obedience, 
than I have been in Deſires and Prayers 


* to 


* A Thankſgiving after 
to receive thy Bleſſing! Diſpoſe me to 
have a kind and tender Care of this In- 
fant, which thou haſt committed to my 
Charge : Make me willing to undergo, to 
the utmoſt of my Power, the Pains that 
accompany its Education, Let not the 
Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure breed in me 
an Averſeneſs to any Duty, to which both 
Nature and Religion incline me ; or give 
me Grace, by ſober Thoughts, and a thank- 
ful Remembrance of the late Pain from 
which thou haſt delivered me, to over- 
come it. „ 
Eſpecially endue me with the greateſt 
Love to its precious and immortal Soul: 
And help me ſo to grow and encreaſe in 


Chriſtian Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that! | 


may be able to inſtruct it, when it is ca- 
pable, in the Fear of our Lord ; and by 
meek and gentle Admonitions, together 
with a good Example in all Things, to 
vVin it to the Love of true Godlineſs, Or 
if thou art pleaſed to take it from me, 


| whodeſerve not the leaſt of thy Mercies, 


Lord, ſo moderate my Affections, and 
bring them in Subjection to thee, that I 
may not undutifully repine at thy Provi- 
dence, but in an humble Adoration of thy 
„ 5 : unſearch- 
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unſearchable Wiſdom, and a ſtedfaſt Con- 


fidence of thy good Will towards me, re- 
ſign it unto thee, from whom I received it. 


And I alſo beſeech thy Divine Good- 
neſs, when thou ſhalt reſtore me to the 
public Aſſemblies of thy people again, 


to give me Grace to receive that Mercy 


with exceeding Joy. Prepare my Heart 


with an enlarged Affection, to offer unto 
thee not only the Sacrifice of Praiſe, giving 
Thanks unto thy Name, but all other Ob- 
lations which ought to accompany ſuch 


Addreſſes to thy glorious Majeſty ; that 


they may be but an Earneſt of my future 
Diligence and Zeal in thy divine Service, 
and of my Readineſs to do good, and 


communicate unto others ; whereby I may 


lay up in Store for myſelf a 


good Foundation againſt the Tim. vi. 19. 


' Time to come, that I may lay hold on eter- 
nal Life through Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


Q 2 A Prayer 


» » 
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4 Prayer for good Succeſs in ſome extra- 
SO ordinary Buſineſs. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, 
the ſupreme Governor of the whole 
World, who diſpoſeſt and ordereſt all 
Things, in Heaven and in Earth, with 
admirable Judgment, and canſt not poſ- 
fibly err in what thou doeſt, nor fail of 
what thou deſigneſt, I adore, in the hum- 
bleſt Reverence of my Soul, thy moſt 
_ Glorious Majeſty; thy eternal Power, Ho- 
lineſs, Goodneſs and Truth, which are all 
beyond my Comprehenſion : And more 
particularly I adore thy unſpotted Juſtice, 
and all- ſeeing Wiſdom, which penetrates 
into the deepeſt Secrets, and ſpies out all 
the Ways of the Sons of Men, and ren- 
ders to eyery one of them according to 
their Doings. 
1 knew, O Lord, that the Way of Man 
is not in himſelf; it is not in 
Jer * 23 Man that walleth to direct tis 
Pro. xvi. 9. Steps. The Succeſs of all our 
Ai. Counſels and Actions depends 
Tob. iv. 19. on thy Pleaſure; and when we 
WY have ac td the Way we in- 
tend 
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tend to go, thou giveſt it what Iſſue ſeems 
good in thine Eyes. There are many De- 
vices in a Man's Heart; ner e 
thy Counſel, O Lord, that ſhall ſtand 

I will therefore Bleſs thee, O Lord, my 
God, alway, and defire of thee that my 
Ways may be directed, and that all my 
Paths and Counſels may proſper ; for 
thou thyſelf giveſt all good Things, and 
thou humbleſt whom thou wilt, and as thou 
Wilt, 

Accordingly I now moſt ramefily re- 
commend myſclf, and all my Concerns to 
thee, who haſt bid me in all 
my Mays acknowledge thee, 
and thou wilt rel my Paths. I truſt 
in thy wiſe and good Providence with alt 
my Heart, and lean nat unto mine own 
Underſtanding. I hope in thy Mercy, that 
thou wilt ſo direct, aſſiſt and proſper all 
my Thoughts, Deſigns and Endeavours, 
that they may attain their defired End. 

And above all Things, I deſire that 1 
may have Grace to deſign and ſeek _ 
nothing but what is juſt and honeſt, 
ous and charitable, praiſe-worthy, and of 
good Report. Bleſs me, good Lord, with 
that Integrity of Heart, in which thou 


Q 3 


Prov. iii. 5. 6. 
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ſo much delighteſt ; and then bleſs me 
with Wiſdom and good Underſtanding in 
3 all my Affairs, that Imay guide 
Wil®vi15. them 3 n For 
ix. 10. it is thou that leadeſt into 
Eccleſ. xxii, iſdom, and directeſt the 
185 Wiſe. In thy Hand are both 
. we and our Words : All WI. 
dom alſo, and Knowledge of Werkman- 
ſhip. Leave me not therefore, O Lord, 
Father and Governor of all my whole 
Life, leave me not to myſelf alone; but 
fend out thy Wiſdom ft om the Throne of thy 
Glory, that being preſent, ſhe may la- 
bour with-me: And turn away from me 
vain Hepes, Endue me alſo with a pati- 
ent, contented and untroubled Spirit, that 
I may wait on thee as long as thou pleaſ- 
eſt; and whatſoever the Event ſhall be, 
enable me to rejoice in thee as my Por- 
tion, and to reſt perfectly ſatisfied in thy 
Love, and in the aſſured Hope of good 

Things in the other World, 5 
I humbly recommend likewiſe to thy 


merciful Guidance, all thoſe with whom 


I have intruſted any of my Concerns; 
that they may manage all their Underta- 
kings with Skill and Prudence, Juſtice and 
| | Fidelity 3 


we (= } w* 


* 


T have in Heaven but thee, 
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Fidelity ; and do for me, as they would 
that I or others ſhould do for pc 5 1 
them. Make us all ever mind- Epheſ. iu. 20. 

ful, that all our Works are * 25. 

as the Sun before thee, and © 


thy Eyes are continually upon our Ways; 


that we may never dare to do any thing 
but what thou approveſt, and of which 
we may give a comfortable Account at the 
great Day of Judgment. 

Now unto him that is of Power to do 


for me exceeding abundantly above all 
that J aſ or think, to God only wiſe, C. 


Glory, through Tejſus Chriſt for ever. 
Amen, W ü | 


r 
p— — . 
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A Prayer when one intends to live un- 
married, 


O Lord, the Lover of Souls, for whom 
they were made, and in whom 
alone they can be happy; there is none 


Plal. xxiii. 2 5.5 


nor on Earth that I defire be- 


= fades thee; who art the Perfection of 


K 


Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, and the 
Fountain of all the Good that is in us; 
. © & HS thou 


344 Prayer Hs r one that intends 
thou art able to raiſe us to what Degree 
of Wildom, Strength and Goodneſs thou 
pleaſeſt; ind haſt promiſed us thine A.- 
liſtance, to make us like unto thee, and 
aſſured us we ſhall be immortally bleſſed, 
by a glorious Participation of thee, Thou 
draweſt us ſo mightily that we have no 
Power to reſiſt thee, when our Minds 
turn themſelves towards thee, and reflect 


upon thy moſt excellent Nature, which 
diſcovers itſelf in all thy Bounty to us, 


and the reſt of thy Creatures, 
We cannot but love thee when we 
think of thee; and when we love thee, 


ve cannot hut again think of thee, that 


we may have the Pleaſure ſtill of loving 
thee more, O fix my Mind, I beſeech 
thee, in a more ſtedfaſt Contemplation 
of this and of all thy gracious Commu - 
nications to me, that I may ſpend my 
Days delightfully | in a perpetual Meditati- 


on of thy Mercies, which I have received 


in ſuch abundance from thee. 
There is nothing I know more natu- 


ral and more caſy, than to think of 


the Kindneſſes of thoſe that love us; 


eſpecially theirs to whom we bear a 
mutual Love, O how great, how free 


and 


to live unmarried, 345 
and undeſerved is thy Love to us! What 


infinite Reaſon is there that we ſhould 
| love thee with all our Heart and with 
| all our Soul, and with all our Strength ! 
Inſpire me, 0 God, wich ſuch a lively 
Senſe of thy Goodneſs in my Creation, 
and ever ſince, both to my Soul and to 
my Body, that I may ever preſerve a 
ſweet and grateful Remembrance of it, 
and may feel it provoking me daily to 
commemorate thy Loving-kindneſs with. 
the moſt ardent Love of thee, my moſt 
bountiful Bene factor. O chat I could love 
thee in every thing that J ſee and en- 
loy! and be led by it to the Thoughts of 
thy admirable Wiſdom, which aſtoniſhes 
us, in the leaſt of thy Creatures; and of 
thy matchleſs Goodneſs, which hath pro- 
vided. ſuch e of Pleaſures for all 
our Senfes. 
Poſſeſs me with a great and Grace Ad- 5 
miration of the Excellency of Wiſdom, 
that I may be a Lover of her 
| Beauty, and ſeek her out from 
| myNYouth, de -frgning to marry. 
| ber to myſelf. For thou, the Lord: of | 
1 all T] ez 1 loveſt ber : And there- 
11 * fo 3 her to live. with 
me, 


Wiſd. viii. 2. 
3.9% 
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me, knowing that ſhe will be a Counſel- 


hr of good Things, and a Comfort in 
Cares 6 Grief. But eſpecially over- 


power my Heart with a ſtrong and laſt- 
ing Senſe of thy exceeding abundant 
Kindneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom thou 
haſt choſen me, that TI ſhould 
be holy, and without Blame 
before thee in Love. Let me never think 


Eph. i 4, 8. 


of that, but with ſuch great Tranſports 


of Love and Joy, and Thankfulneſs unto 
thee, as may make me then forget all 


other Things. And make me to under- 


ſtand more and more how thy Love in him 
hath abounded towards us in all Wiſdom 


and Prudence, that ſo I may be the more 


moved to admire it, and delight to me- 
ditate upon it, and be {till ſearching into 
thoſe Treaſures of thy Wiſdom, and un- 
ſearchable Riches of thy Grace, till I 
4 Fulneſs of thee, my God. 

Tranſlate all my Affections from theſe 
lower Ob ects, to him that is 
fairer hom the Children of 
Men; who loved me ſo much as to die 
for me; who is riſen again, and fits at 
thy Right Hand in incomparable Molly 

RO an 


Pſal. xlv. 2. 


* 


come to be filled with all the 
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marry, nor are given in Mar- 


giving Thanks unto thee whoſe Mercies 


ployment, help me chearfully to attend 


Souls of my Neighbours, 


Thoughts contrary to my Inclinations and 
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and Glory. Raiſe up my Thoughts as 
high as that heavenly Place where he is, 
and where I hope one Day to be, equal 
to the Angels, who neither _ 

uke xx. 16. 
riage Help me to begin that happy 
State in ſeparating myſelf frequently from 
all this World, and joining with that bleſ- 
ſed Company above, in praiſing thee, and 


are great, and endure for ever. 
And when I am about any other Em- 


it, and with a willing Mind to perform 
the Duties belonging to it. Poſſeſs me 
with ſuch an Hatred of Idleneſs and Sloth, 
that I may always be buſied about ſome 
good or innocent Thing, Eſpecially diſ- 
poſe me to exerciſe myſelf in Works of 

Mercy and Charity, and to take all Op- 
portunities of doing good to the Bodies or 


Endue me with Prudence and Diſcre- 
tion in the Choice of my Company and 
Friends, and give me Wiſdom to improve 
their Society to the beſt Purpoſes, Make 
my Mind more heavenly ; and when any 


6 Reſo- 
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Reſolution ariſe in me, turn them imme- 
dately to thyſelf and my bleſſed Saviour: 
Open my Eyes to behold the Things that 
are not ſeen, and put out the Splendor 
of all thoſe Things that dazzle our Eyes 


here by the Appearance of a brighter 


and more glorious Good, which may raiſe 
my Deſigns higher than this World, and 


make all my Paftions and Affections more 


equal and moderate; my Diſcourſe more 


profitable; my Behaviour more humble, 
modeſt, and ſuch as becometh Saints; 
and all. my Actions more conformable to 


thy Will, and more exemplary to thoſe - 


whom I converſe withal, The very Go 
of Peace ſandtiſy me {wholly, 
and preſerve my whole Spi- 
rit, and Soul and Body blameleſs, unto the 
Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

O that my Love to any thing here, 


1 Theſ. v. 23. 


may not turn into Wantonneſs and Folly; 


nor my Joy and Chearfulneſs, into Light- 
neſs and Vanity; nor my Seriouſneſs or 


Sorrow, into Melancholly and Diſcon- 
tent; nor my juſt Anger, into Hatred 


and Contemion; nor Induſtry in my Bu- 


ſineſs, into Carcfulneſs, Diſtruſt and 


Earthlineſs of Mind; nor my Diſcretion 


and | 
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and Prudence, in Craft, Diſſembling, and 
Deceit. 

Diſpoſe my Heart, that I may ſo mind 
heavenly Things, as to be very humble 
and lowly in my own Eyes, and be ſo 
humble and ſenſible of my own unwor- 
thmeſs and Weakneſs, as to make my 
Addreſſes to thee continually, with the 
greater Earneſtneſs for thy merciful Help 
and Supply. Teach me ſo to pray and 


call upon thee, as to labour and ſtrive my- 


ſelf; and ſo to labour and run, that I may 


obtain. Let Faith in thy good Provi- 
dence and precious Promiſes be my Com- 
fort, and Hope of thy Glory make me 
rejoice; and a great Love to thee make 
me unwearied, and fill me with the Con- 
ſolations of the Holy Ghoſt. O that my 
Religion may become my Nature, ſo that 
it may not be my Burden or Trouble; 

and help me ſo to look upon it as my 
Duty, as mithal to account it my Honour, 


Privilege and Happineſs. 


O that I may never deſire any thing, 
but to be ſo pure as thou wouldeſt have 
me; and to enjoy thoſe Rewards of Ho- 
lineſs which thou canſt, and wilt beſtowy 


upon me. This is the Sum of my De- 


ices, 


350 A Prayer for one that intends 


ſires, that whatſoever I do may pleaſe 


thee, and whatſoever thou doſt may be 
pleaſing to me. Lord, hear me, and an- 
ſwer me graciouſly: And if I ſhall ſee 
any Cauſe hereafter to change my Con- 
dition, preſerve in me an unchangeable 
Love to thee above all things, that till 
J may pleaſe thee, and be acceptable in 
thy Sight ; delighting myſelf in Wiſdom, 
and repoſing myſelf with ber; 


Wiſd. viii. 6, for Ber Converſation hath no 


Bitterneſs; and to live with her hath 


no Sorrow, but Mirth and Foy. In 
which Happineſs the Lord vouchſafe to 
keep me, whatever my Condition be, for 
Jeſus his ſake, to whom with thee, O Fa- 


ther, and thy bleſſed Spirit, be everlaſting 


Praiſes, Amen, 


A ſhorter 


| 
3 
0 
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A ſhorter, to be added at any Time to 


other Devotions, 


N Bleſſed Jeſus, whocameſt down from 
Heaven in the moſt familiar Manner 
to us, and kept'ſt thyſelf unſpotted from 
the World, while thou hadſt the moſt 
free Converſation in it, I commend my- 
ſelf to thy gracious Protection, Guidance 
and Blefling, beſeeching thee to preſerve 
me holy both in Body and Spirit, while I 
live among Men, and am not retired from 
them. 
Il deſire chiefly to care for thoſe Things 
that belong to thee, our Lord; . 
how I may pleaſe thee, and at- _ heap 
tend upon thee without di. 15 
fraction: Favour therefore, I humbl 
intreat thee, theſe pious Inclinations. I 
know how weak our Nature is, and there. 
fore the more earneſtly deſire thee to kee 
my Heart ſtedfaſt in this Purpoſe, if thou 
ſeeſt it beſt for me. Help me to employ 
my Thoughts chearfully and conſtantly 
in heavenly Things, Fill me with great 
Devotion to thee, that when I am em. 
ployed in other Affairs, and am in other 
WED GE Company, 


1 Tim. ii. 9. 
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Company, they may not draw my Heart 
too ſtrongly to them, but I may ſtill re- 


main fixed in what I have decreed, to be 


| freed from all other Cares, that 1 may 


more entirely ſerve the. 

Give thy holy Angels a ſpecial Charge 
of me: Let thy bleſſed Spirit power- 
fully aſſiſt me: Turn away mine Eyes 
from beholding Vanity: Incline me al- 
way to adorn myſelf in mode eſt 
Apparel, with Shame-faced- 
neſs and Sobriety, ſtudying rather to ap- 


prove myſelf to thee in good Works, than 


to appear beautiful before Men. 


Be thou my Love, my Satisfaction, my 


oy, my Heart's Delight. Never abſent 
thyſelf from me, nor leave me to follow 
any of my own Paſſions, but conduct 


me pure and undefiled to the Company 


of thoſe bleſſed Virgins and holy Ones, 


who reign with thee for ever. Amen, 


Lord Jeſus. 


J pray God my ohole Spirit, and Soul 
and Body be preſerved blameleſs, wnto 
the Coming of our Lord Tas, Gi, 
1 Theſl. 1 
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be extremely un 


of changing that Condition, and De- 
liverations about Marriage. 


O 1954 my my moſt gracious and mer- 


ciful Father, of whoſe tender Care 
and good Providence I have had ſo long 
and abundant Experience, that I ſhould 
grateful if I ſhould not 
acknowledge thee, and love thee, and 
truſt in thee, and upon all Occafions call 


upon thee, and ſeek thy Favour for ever, 


There hath no Day paſſed ſince I came 


into the World, but it hath brought along 
with it many Tokens of thy Love, which 
thou art ſtill renewing every Moment 
of my Life. By thee T have been car- 
ried through all the Dangers of Infancy 
and Childhood, unto this Age of Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon: And thou haſt 

bleſſed me many Ways ſince that Time; 


eſpecially with ſome Remembrance and 


Senſe of thyſelf, from whom I came, and 
on whom I depend ; which I account the 
greateſt Benefit of all. Bleſſed be thy 
. Goodneſs, 


w _ 
— —äͤ—ä— — — 
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periſning Good, but cleave to that which 
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Goodneſs, that I am not a perfect Stran- 
ger to thee, but that thou haſt made me 
to know ſomething of thee, and of thy 
infinite Goodneſs, who alone art able to 


make me happy, both here and eternally. 


I hope in thee, O my God, that thou 
wilt never forſake me, but be my Guide, 
even unto Death. Pardon, I beſeech 
thee all the Sins and Negligences of 
which I have at any Time been guilty ; 
and let them not hinder the Continuance 
of thy Mercy and Favour towards me, 


on Which all the Comforts of my Life 
depends. Leave me not to myſelf, and 
the Weakneſs of my own Counſels, eſpe- 


cially now in the greateſt Turn and 
Change of my Life; but vouchſafe to 
direct my Thoughts, and all the Motions 
of my Heart aright, to that which will 
be moſt profitable for me, and conduce 


every way to my future Comfort and Sa- 


tisfaction. 5 
Lead me in the Way wherein I ſhall 
go, and guide me for thy Name's ſake. 


Endue me with ſuch a ſerious, conſide- 
rate and diſcerning Spirit, that I may not 


follow the Enticements of any fading and 


18 
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is unchangeable and never dies. Favours 
thou haſt taught me, 7s deceitful, and 
Beauty is vain ; but one that 
feareth the Lord ſhall be prai- | 
ſed. O poſſeſs my Heart with an holy 
Fear of thee, that nothing may appear 
ſo amiable in my Eyes, as true Religion, 
Piety and Virtue. Make me in Love with 
the Beauties of Wiſdom {for thou loveſt 
none but him that dwelleth  _ 
with Wiſdom, to be allied un- bees 17 * 
to which is Immortality; and 
great Pleaſure, I know it is, to have 
ber Friendſhip) and with the Beauties of 
Sobriety, Meekneſs, Mercifulneſs, Hu- 
mility, and all thoſe Things which are 
the Image of thy Goodneſs ; that being 
inclined by theſe in my Choice, I may 
find a fit Perſon to be the Guide of my 
Youth [or an Help- meet for me] the De- 
light of mine Eyes; in whoſe Society I 
may enjoy a conſtant Relief, Eaſe, and 
Pleaſure, and be ſet forward thereby in 
the Way to Heaven. 

Aſſiſt me, I beſeech thee, in all my 
Deliberations about this Change, that I 
may ſoberly weigh every thing which is 
offered to my Thoughts. And after N 
the 


Prov. xx xi zo. 
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the Dangers which, by thy Goodneſs, 1 


have eſcaped, I may not be ſo unhappy 
now, as to fall into the . ſaddeſt of all, 
by the Strength of Fancy, by Raſhnels 
and Unadviſedneſ of Mind, or the Vio- 
lence and Unrulineſs'of any Paſſion; but 


may diſpoſe of my Affections to a Per- 


ſon worthy of them. Help me bleſſed 
Lord, to make ſo wiſe a Choice, that 1 
may never repent of it afterward. 
Dire& and govern likewiſe the Minds 
and Hearts of all thoſe | Parents or 
Friends] that tranſact any thing on my 


Behalf; that they may have a Reſpect 


chiefly to thoſe things which endure for 
ever, and ſettle me there, where I may 


moſt glorify thee, and do moſt good, and 


encreaſe in Wiſdom and Virtue, and live 
in Peace, Chearſulneſs and Contentment, 
to the End of my Days: Which Mercies, 
and all others that thou ſeeſt requiſite for 
me, I moſt humbly beg of thee, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, the Lord of Peace; to 
whom with thy ſelf, and good Spirit, I 


deſire to give, as is moſt due, eternal 


Praiſes. Amen. 
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1 Prayer ad! en 4 Perſon is about to 


enter into the State of Mar riage; [and 
may ſerve for any other new Condi- 


Fn of Le. 


Olen. 0 Guide and: Director, the 
Helper and Comforter of all thoſe 
that ſock thee, and depend upon thee 
with their whole Heart; in a ſerious Senſe, 
that nothing can make me happy without 


thy Love, Favour and Bleſſing, I humbly 


call down my{clt. before thy divine Ma- 
jeſty, imploring thy gracious Preſence 
with me, to inſtruct, govern and afſiſt 
me in that Condition, into which, under 
the Conduct and Protection of thy good 
Providence, I am about to enter. 
Great and many have been thy Mer- 


cies towards me hitherto, ever ſince I 


was taken by thee out of my Mother's 
Womb. Thou haſt nouriſhed and cloath- 
ed mc ; thou haſt brought me up to ſome 


Knowledge of thee, and of the Duty 1 


owe thee ; thou haſt ſhewn me the Path 
of Life, and. prevented me early with 
thy Grace, to diſpole my Heart to walk 


in 


fp or ey —ů — — - — 
—— — - - - 


moſt ſorrowfully confeſs, ſuch Returns 
unto thee as I ought to have done, yet 
it is ſome Comfort to me, to feel my Heart | 
inclined and reſolved to be more thank 
ful and dutiful hereafter, and to paſs the { 
remaining Part of my Sojourning here in 
thy Fear and Love, and ſtedfaſt Obedi- } 
ence ED 5's 3 
Pardon me therefore, O moſt merciful | © 
Father according to thy Promiſes made 7 : 
in Chriſt Jeſus to penitent Sinners; and R 
vouchſafe me the Grace of thy Holy Spi- : 
rit, to lead me to a clear and full under- | , 
ſtanding of all the Duties that belong to 
the State and Relations in which I have x 
now Choſen to ſerve thee. Endue me 1 
with a ſincere and hearty Affection to N 
them, and enable me carefully to per- 


form them with a willing Mind, and a 


n 

0 

v 

tion of Life. Bleſs me with a wiſe and f ; 
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in it. And though I have not made, I 


chearful unwearied Spirit, as long as thou 
thinkeſt fit to continue me in that Condi- 


obſervant Heart, to diſcern and mark the 
Nature and Diſpoſitions of thoſe to whom f 
I ſhall be joined in any Bonds of Love f. 
or Duty; that I may delight to pleaſe || t 
them to the utmoſt of my Power, and 
„„ ſtudy 
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into the State of Marriage. 359 


ſtudy their Content and Satisfaction, and 
bear with their Infirmities, and chooſe 


the fitteſt Opportunities to do them 
good, and amend what is amiſs in 


them. 
Free us all, who ſhall ſtand related 


to each other, from all Peeviſhneſs and 
unreaſonable Paſſions; let no Miſtake 


or cauſeleſs Jealouſy ſpoil the Entireneſs 
of our Affection; endue us with great 
Purity of Heart, and a chaſte Converſa- 


tion; and beſtow upon us ſuch meek, 
ſweet and compliant Diſpoſitions, that 
this may not prove a State of Tempta- 


tion and Sorrow, but all Godlineſs and 
Holineſs, to our mutual Joy and Happt- 
neſs. 

Make us ever mindful of the Cove- 
nant wherein we ſtand engaged to each 
other; eſpecially of that ſacred Vow 
wherein we ſtand bound to thee, by our 


being baptized into the Name of Jeſus 


Chriſt, that we may faithfully keep and 
perform it. Tie us ſo faſt together in 


Unity of Spirit, that we may have the 


ſame common Cares, and bear one ano- 


ther's Burdens, and endeavour to en- | 
creaſe each other's Joys, and lighten each 
other $ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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360 A Prayer of Parents 
other's Sorrows; and in all the Changes and 
Alterations of our Condition, we may re- 
ligiouſly preſerve an immutable Love un- 
to, and Delight in each other, to the End 
of our Days. 

Eſpecially help us to ſtir up one ano- 
ther to the Love of thee, and our bleſſed 
Saviour; and to do all good Offices to 


our Neighbours ; that after we have en- 


joyed the Comfort of a ſweet Society, 
and been a Bleſſing to all that are near 
unto us, we may finally part in Peace, 
and ft } in a good Hope to dwell toge- 
ther for ever in happy Friendſhip with 


thee, and with our Lord, and all the holy 


ones. Amen, Amen, 


A Prayer of Parents for their Chil- 
dren, when they are grown up to ſome 


 Undorfanding 


Majeſty, O Lord moſt high; 
we acknowledge thy infinite Goodneſs, 


that thou art pleated to give us Leone a 


to call thee Father, who art the Poſ- 
5 ſeſſor 


E humbly worſhip thy dort ious |: 
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for their Children, 361 
{cflor of Heaven and of Earth. We 


thank thee for thy moſt tender Care over 
us ever ſince we were born: More eſpe- 


clally for the Knowledge thou haſt given 
us of thy great Love in Jeſus Chriſt; 
and that thou haſt fo timely prevented 
us with thy Grace, and inclined our 


Hearts to thy Fear, and Love, and Ser- 


vice. 

Vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, O moſt 
merciful Father, to take our Children 
alſo (which we | have already dedicated 
unto thee, .and commended to thy Care) 
into the Protection and Guidance of the 


fame gracious Providence which hath 


been ſo watchful over us. Thou know- 
eſt the great Weakneſs of our Nature; 
how fooliſh and inconſiderate we are 
(eſpecially in our younger Years) how 
violent in our Paſſions ; how apt to liſten 
to Temptations, and eaſy to be ſeduced 


by them; how ready to flatter and abuſe 


W with vain Hopes; and how un 
willing to believe what is contrary to our 
Deſires. And the refore we the more 


earneſtly implore thy Bleſſing upon our 


Endeavours, to ſeaſon their Minds be- 
tune with a religious Senſe of thee their 


* Creator, 
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362 AA Prayer of Parents 


Creator, and of their Duty which the ey 
owe thee, and of that Good in which 


their true Happineſs lies. 
And we beſecch thee likewiſe to ex- 


cite our Hearts to the greater Diligence, 


ee ae 7 and Care, to imitate thy 


Fatherly Love towards ourſelves, by 


watching over them to do them good, 
and to train them up in thy Fear. En- 
due us with Wiſdom and Prudence, to 
give them wholſome and ſeaſonable In- 
ſtructions, and diſpoſe their Hearts ng 
receive and remember them. Hel 


to govern exactly all our Affections and 


Paſſions, that we any neither embolden 
them to do any thing that is evil, by too 


much Indulgence, nor diſcourage them 


in their Duty by too much Severity; but 
be Examples of Godlineſs and Virtue to 


them, by a ſober, grave, gentle, hum- 


ble be devout Bchaviour and Converſa- 


Work in them a great Reverence to 


all their Governors, Teachers, ard ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors, and bleſs their godly Ad- 


monitions to them, that they may fol- 
low and obey them. Direct us alſo in 


the Choice of fit perſons to aſſiſt us in 


their 
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for their Children. 363 


their Education, and in the Choice of fit 
Employments for them, whereby they 
may prove uſeful and profitable Members 
of Church and State. 1 9 
Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, that they 
have eſcaped the Dangers of Infancy 
and Childhood. Good Lord, preſerve 
them from all the Evil and Miſchief to 
which the Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion of 
Youth may betray them, and fortify 
their Minds againſt the Power of all Al- 


lurements to Sin, that we may live to 


ſee them thy dutiful and obedient Chil- 


dren, and may leave the World in Hope 
that they will continue ſo unto their 


Lives End. 


Or if thou takeſt us away before they 
come to their full Age, we commend 
them with the more ardent Affection to 
thy never- failing Mercy and Compaſ- 
ſion. O thou, who art he 1 
Father of the Fatherleſs, be Hoſ. 5" : 
their God, and let them ind 

Mercy with thee, according to thy 


word. Diſpole of them ſo, that by 


loving and careful Governors holy Ex- 
amples, innocent and good Company, pi- 


ous and diſcreet Counſels, with the Help 


R? of 


l | 354 A Prayer for a Child, 
ſ of thy Divine Grace, they may ever be 
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ſecured in their Duty, and follow after us 


to eternal Life, through Chriſt Jeſus, Amen. 


—_— — 4... — — „ — „* 


al Hort Prayer for the Uſe of a little 


Child. 


Lord, my moſt loving Saviour and 
merciful Redeemer, who command 


eſt that the little Children ſhould come 


unto thee, and didſt take them up in thy 
Arms, lay thy Hands upon them, and 
bleſs them; look graciouſly upon me, 1 


humbly beſeech thee, and bleſs me, whi 


am one of thy Children, dedicated to thy 
Service. Pity the Weakneſs of my ten- 


der Ape, and prevent me betimes with 


thy Grace, Make me {ſeriouſly to re- 
member my Creator in the Days of my 


Youth, Endue me with the Fear of my 


od, and make me always mindful of the 
Tow and Promiſe that was made in my 
Name, when I was baptized, 20 forſake © 
the Devil and all bis Works, to believe 
in God, and to ſerve him. 


Make 


4 


4 Prayer for a Child. 265; 


Make me dutiful (as thou, O Lord 
Jeſus, waſt) unto my Parents [loving to 
my Brethren and Siſters | obedient to 
my Inſtructors; thankful for the good 

Counſel of my Friends; humble and re- 
verent to my Betters, and meek and gen- 
tle to all Men: That as I grow in Years, 
ſo I may grow in Wiſdom. and Favour | 

| with thee, and with all thoſe who are 
good. | 

Preſerve me from all Dangers ; let thy 

good Angels be my Keepers and Defen- 

ders; and guide me by thy holy Spirit, 

that the longer I live the better I may 
be, to the Comfort. of my Parents, the 
|! Honour and Glory of my God, and my 
own Happineſs here, and for ever. Amen. 
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; | j Our Father, &c 

5 A Shorter. 

s 7 Eavenly Father, who deſpiſeſt no- 
F thingthatthou haſt made, but takeſt 
s Care of the Beaits of the Earth, and of 


the Fowls of the Air, bleſs me thy Child, 

whom thou haſt made in thy Image, and 

adopted for thy own, by thy Grace in 
R 3 Chriſt 


> 
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306 Un Orphan's Paryer. 5 
Chriſt, Preſerve me this Day from al!“ 
Evil, both in Soul and Body; give me 
what thou ſeeſt good for me; eſpecially 
an Heart to know thce early, to be 

| thankful to thee, to love thee, and to do © 
thy Will, as well as I am able, Blefs 
my Father and my Mother, and all my 
Friends, and make me a Follower of thoſe 
who are good, for the Sake of my Savi- 

our, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. Amen, 

Our Father, &c, 


—_—_ 


n 


I A Prayer for the Uſe of a Child that hath 
| 3 toff its Parents, 

i Y Lord, who never faileſt thofe that 
[if ſeek thee, but giveſt 70 the Beaſt 


his Food, and to the youn 
Ravens which cry, 1 caſt 
myſelf upon thy infinite Goodneſs, with 
whom the Fatherleſs have been wont to 
find Mercy, Be thou, O 
ee Lord, Father and God of my 
Life, a moſt mercitul and gracious Father 
unto me, and provide what thou ſeeſt in 


thy Wiſdom as neceſſary for me. 
Eſpe- 1 


fal. cxlvli. . 
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A Widows Prayer. 367 
Eſpecially, beſtow upon me ſome faith- 
ful Friend that will admoniſh me, and 
take Care of my Soul, to bring me up re- 
Iigioufly in the Fear of thee my God. 
Preſerve me from all Diſtruſt of thy good 
Providence: Give me Favour in the 
Eyes of others, by an humble, ſubmiſ 
five and good Behaviour towards them. 
Make me diligent and induſtrious in ſome 
honeſt Calling, and bleſs my Labours 
and Endeavours, that I may not be a Bur- 
den unto others; but whatſoever my Por- 
tion be in this World, give me Grace to 
live ſo piouylly, juſtly and ſoberly, that 
I may not mils of that iacorruptible In- 
heritance which fadeth not . 


away, reſerved in the Hea- N 


vens for us, through Chriſt Jeſus. . Amen, 


pom" . 
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A PRAYER 7% be uſed by 4 
WiDow..- 


LN God, by whoſe wiſe Providence, 


which I humbly adore and re- 


verence, I am left without my deareſt 


Companion and Guide in this our Pil- 
grimage, and thereby deprived of the 
. ſweeteſt 


368 A Widow's Prayer. 
ſweeteſt Comfort of Life, behold the de- 


folate and ſorrowful Eſtate of the poor 


Handmaid, who ſupplicates thy tender 
Mercy and Compatlion towards her. Com- 
fort me, good Lord, with a delightful 
Senſe of thy Divine Preſence with me, 
and draw my Heart the nearer to thte in 
holy Love and devout Affection, and a 
lively Hope that thou wilt never leave 
me nor forſake me. 

I ought to thank thee at all Times, 
for the many Tokens of thy Love to- 


wards me ; and particularly for lending 


me this Blefling fo long, the Value of 
which I now feel, by the Want J am in 


of its Support. Pardon me, I beſeech 


thee, that I have not been fo thankful 
for it, and the reſt of thy Mercies, as I 


ought ; nor ſo carefully improved them 


as I might have done. O take not away 
thy Loving-kindneſs from me in Diſplea- 
fure ; but vouchſafe ſtill the Continuance 
of thy Favour towards me ; eſpecially 
the Support of thy Divine Grace, by the 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, to enable me 
to bear this Affliction with an humble, 
meek, and patient Spirit. 


Moderate 
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A Widow's Prayer. 369 
Moderate all my Paſſions; free me 


from all diſcontented and diſtruſtful . 


Thoughts; help me to caſt all my Care 
on thee, who relieveſt the Fa- „ 1 
therleſs and Widow, and careſs Og 
even for the Stranger, Fix my Mind up- 
on thy Love in the Lord Jeſus, in whom 


thou wouldeſt have us to. rejozce ahways. 


Lift up my Thoughts to thoſe heavenly - 


Enjoyments in that ' bleſſed Place where 
he is [to which I hope my Husband is 
departed.) And help me to follow after 
him with all Diligence, in a pure, grave - 
and godly Converſation, and by a careful 
Education of my Children, to endea- 
vour that they may be alſo with us in 
that Glory. 5 

Let thy Bleſſing ever reſt upon them. 


And now that they are left to me alone, 
give me ſo much the more Wiſdom to 


inſtruct and govern them aright, and ſo 
much the more Love to them, and ten- 
der Affection to their Good and Welfare. 
Make them to be a Comfort for me in 
my Widowhood, by their Increaſe in 
Godlineſs, that we may chearfully ſerve 
thee together in Prayers and Thankſgiv- 
ings, and reading of thy holy Word, 

| 5 5 and 


| 


370 A Servant's Prayer. 


and Communion with our bleſſed Saviour, 


and all other Actions of a Chriſtian Life. 
Prepare us for whatſoever Condition it is 


into which thou ſhalt be pleaſed to bring 


us ; that neither Fulneſs nor Poverty, Ho- 


nour nor Reproaches, Health nor Sickneſs 


may ever ſeparate us from thy Love in 
Chriſt Jeſus, but we may perſevere in 


patient Obedience to thee, till we receive 


the Crown of Life, which he hath pro- 


miſed to them that love thee. Amen, 
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A PRAYER for the USE of a poor 


Servant. 


1 CN Lord moſt high, who art 
5 the Maker of the Rich 
and of the Poor, with whom there is no 


Reſpect of Perſons, look graciouſly upon 


me, I humbly beſeech thee, who here 
caſt down mylelf before thee, acknow- 
ledging thy ſovereign Power over all, and 
thy wiſe Providence, which hath diſ- 


poſed all Things unto ſeveral Rinks and 
Orders, for their mutual Help and Bene- 
fit. I humbly ſubmit to the State and 


Condition wherein thou haſt been pleaſ- 
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A Servant's Prayer. 


thank thee that I live, and that J live 
in Health, and have Strength of Body 
(great and invaluable Bleſſings!) and that 
I have ſo much Liberty as to make my 


Requeſts unto thee, and acknowledge 
thy Mercies, and that I have any Hope 
thou wilt never ceaſe to do me good, till 
thou haſt crowned all thy Mercies in eter- 
nal Life. 
' Good Lord, pardon me, if I have at 
any Time murmured and repined at my 
Condition, or envied the higher Eſtate 
of other Perfons. Pardon all my other 
Offences, whatſoever they have been, 
and vouchſafe but to deliver me from 
the Bondage of Sin, and to make me a 
Servant of Righteouſneſs, and I ſhall not 


only be contented, bat perpetually rejoice 


in thy Salvation. Ee 
Endue me with a right Underſtand- 


ing of my Duty in this Relation where- 


in ] ſtand, that, according to thy Com- 
mand, I may account thofe be Fu I ſerve 
worth) y of all Handen, being 


careful 77 2 ale fg in all 1 Tim. vi. 1. 


Tit, ii. 9. 10 
Things, never Co. uera-ifting Rob. vicb-7; 


nor puriotnings; but . 
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ed to place me, below many others. I 


372 A Servant's Prayer, 
all good Fidelity, and with good W ill 


and Singleneſe af” Heart doing Service, as 


to the Lord, and not to Men. Help m 
to demean myſelf ſo humbly, and Bras 


7 


foever I do, to do it fo hear- 


Col. 11.23,25» tily, that f may obtain Fa- 


vour in their Eyes. Or if they be 
froward and hard to pleaſe, O God, 


preſerve me from all unſeemly Paſ- 


ſions and diſreſpectful Behaviour to- 


wards them, and make me ſo much 


the more diligent in their Buſineſs, re- 


membring that I ſerve the 


Lord Chrijt, from whom I 


Col. iii. 23, 25. 


expect to receive the Reward of the In- 


beri tance, 


It thou art pleaſed any other way to 
afflict me with Sickenſs or Pains in my 


Body, which may hinder my Labour, 
and caſt me into Poverty, Lord, ill 
ſtrengthen my Faith and Confidence in 
thee, and help me to bear it with a 
patient Mind, looking unto Jeſus, who 
took upon him the Form of a Servant, 
and became poor, and ſuffered much 


for our Sakes; but now is therefore 
highly exalted, to ſuccour and comfort 


all thoſe that follow after him con- 
tentedly 
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A Countryman's Prayer. +74 
tentedly in Well-doing : In his Name and 
Words I commend myſelf untothy Mercy, 
ſaying, 

Our Father, &c. 


_—— 


A Countryman's PRAYER for fruitful 
| Seaſons, 


God, the Creator and Preſerver of 

all Things, who cauſeth the Graſs 
to grow for the Cattle, and „ 5 
Herb for the Service of Man, xx. 16. 
who bringeſt forth Food out of | 
the Earth, and bleſſeth the ſpringing 
thereof, be pleaſed graci- = 
ouſly to look down from thy e 
holy Habi:ation, from Heaven, upon 
us thy People, and upon the Land 
wherein we dwell, that it may both 
become fruitful, and yield its Increaſe, 
and we alſo may grow in all Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and bring forth plentecuſly 
the Fruit of good Works, to the Honour 
and Praiſe of thy Name, and to our per- 
petual Comſort, both in this World and 
in the World to come, through Chriſt Je- 
ſus our Saviour. Amen, 


4 


[ 274 ] 


A PRAYER when the Weather is 
unſlealonable. 


God, who for our Unthankfulneſs 

and Abuſe of thy Bleſſings, art juſt- 

ly diſpleaſed at us, and doſt now puniſh 

* Or ow us | with the Want of the Show- 

r, with . 

immoderats ers of Heaven *] whereby we 
Showers, are is Danger to loſe the La- 

bour of our Hands, be pleaſed to accept 
of our unfeigned Repentance, and merci- - 
fully to forgive the Sins of thy People. : 
Viſit the Earth again, and water it; 
make it ſoft with Showers, and let the | 
„eie Clouds drop Fatneſs on it; 
of immode- | Or, * let nor the Floods of Wa- 
rate Rain. ter over floaw us, not the Seed i 
oel ii. 17. be rotten under the Clod ; | but 
| i-11. as the Fields now languiſh, and 
Joy is vithered away from the 
Sons of Men, ſo let thy Good- 
neſs renew the Face of the Hartb, and 
make the Paſtures and the Fields 20 Holt | 
for Joy, and ſing. 3 
Loid, hear the Cry of the Poor and 
Necdy. Let it ſuffice that we 
eat our Bread in the Sweat 


of 


| P' ſal. civ. 30 


A Thankſgiving, &c. 375 
of our Brous; but do not puniſh us 
with Scarcity of Bread, which is the Staff 
and Support of our Life. Have Pity 
upon out perpetual Labour and Toil, and 
let us reap the Fruit of it, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his Sake, who was made a 
Curſe for us, that might 
inherit a Blefling ; to him, with thee, O 
Father of Mercies, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour, Glory and Praiſe, both 


now and for ever. Amen, 


Gal. in. 13. 


— »- 


A THANKSGIVING aftera gud 
Harveſt. 


W thee, O God, whohaſt opey- 
ed unto us thy good Treaſure, and 


given us Rain from Heaven, 3 
ad fruitful Seaſons, filling 8 15 
our Hearts with Food aud 
Gladneſs. Bleſſed be God, for the Plenty 
wherewith he hath loaded the Earth, and 
for the fair Weather he hath ſent us, that 
we might gather it into our Barns, 

He maheth Graſs to grow up- 
on the Mountains: ite Hf "mp 4 
to the m_ his Food ; ; and he Silleth us 


with 


"-Mkhe. 20: 


376 A Thankſgiving, &c 
with the fineſt of the Wheat, He water- 


eth the Karth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it 


may give Seed to the Sower, and Bread 


to the Eater. 
To him therefore be the Praiſe, for 


theſe and all other his Benefits. Let all 


the World rejoice and be glad in him, 


who prepares a Table for us, and ſatiſ- 
fries our Mouths with good things, and 


makes our Cup to run over, O that our 


Hearts may even overflow with Love and | 


Thankfulneſs to him. O that we may 
never forget, nor abuſe his Goodneſs, but 
by a ſober, charitable and pious Uſe of 
theſe his Bleflings, we may be made fit 
for the continual Encreaſe of them, till 
they all conclude in eternal Lite, which! 
moſt humbly crave, for the ſake of Chriſt 
Jeſus, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; to 


whom with the Father and the Holy 


Ghoſt (from whoſe bounteous Love we 


receive all good things) be all Honour 
and Praiſe, and hearty Obedience, both 
now and evermore. Amen. 
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F A PRAYER for a Judge, or otber 
Ma giſtrate. . 


God, the ſupreme Lord and Gover- 

nor of tlie World, who haſt made 
all things «with thy IWord, and 
ordained Man through thy . 
dom, that he ſhould have Demi- 
vian over thy Creatures, and order tive 
World according to Equity and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and execute ment with an 
upright Heart ; thou * choſen me to 
be a Miniſter of thy Kingdom, and a 
age of thy Sons and th Daughters. 

t who is fitof himſelf alone to diſcharge 


Wiſd ix. 1, 
„ . 


ſo great a Truſt? Though a Man be ne- 


ver ſo perfect, yet if thy Wiſdom be 
not with him, he ſhall be nothing re- 
garded. 

I therefore humbly addreſs myſelf to 
thee, the Father of Light, the Fountain 


of every good Gift, by whom Princes 
rule, and Nobles, and all 


Judges of the Earth, that Pos 
thou wilt beſtow upon me a right Un- 
derſtanding Spirit, to enable me always to 
diſcern exactly between Good and Evil, 

and 


: —— 


—— ——— 


378 A Prayer for a Judge. 
and to pronounce a righteous Sentence in 
the moſt perplexed Caſes, 

More eſpecially, I beſeech thee to en- 


due me with ſuch an honeſt and upright 
Mind, that nothing in the World may ever 


tempt me from my Integrity. O that mine 


Eyes may never be blinded by Gifts, nor 
mine Heart turn aſide to follow after Re- 
wards, Let no Love towards Friends, or 
Hatred towards Enemies; no Fear of 
thoſe who are mighty, or Deſire of po- 
pular Applauſe, in the leaft corrupt my 


Judgment to decree unrighteouſly ; bat 


remembring thine all-ſeeing Eye, who 


ſtandeſt in the Congregation of the Migb- 


Y, and judgeſt among the Gods, IJ may al- 


ways proceed uprightly, and regard the 


Perſon of no Man in Judgment. 
Preſerve in me, O God, this pious Re- 


ſolution, by preſerving in me a conſtant 


Senſe, that thou art higher than the 


higheſt, and wilt judge all Men, with- 
out any Reſpect of Perſons, according to 
their Works, O that I may ever have 
the Heart to diſpenſe Juſtice unto others 
with ſuch Impartiality as I expect to find 


myſelf, when I appear before thy dreadful 
Tribunal, e 


Fill 
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Fill me wich Zeal and Courage to pu- 
nith Vice and Wickedneſs, though never 
o bold, and befriended; and to defend 
and maintain thy true Religion and Godli- 
neſs, though never ſo much diſcounte- 
nanced and deſerted; that being true and 
faithſul to the Truſt thou haſt repoſed in 
me, I may receive a favourable Sentence 
from thy Majeſty, when thou ſhalt come 
to judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by 
that great Lord, whom thou haſt ordained, 
Chrilt Jeſus the righteous ; to whom with 
thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, one 
eternal only wiſe God, be Glory and Ma- 
jeſy, Dominion and Power, both now 
and for ever, Amen, 


— 


A PRAYER if a ow Priſoner fer 
Debt. 


God, who art preſent to us in all 
Places, and haſt Regard to the 
Sighs and Groans of the Miſerable, who 
humbly implore thy Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion towards them, vouchſafe to look. 
graciouſly upon thy afflicted Servant in 
this Place, which is moſt deſolate and 

com- 
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comfortleſs, unleſs the Light of thy 
Countenance ſhine upon me. I confeſs, 
that I have too much abuſed the Liberty 
which I formerly enjoyed, and did not ſo 
carefully improve, as I ought to have 
done, thoſe happy Opportunities which 
therewith were put into my Hands. Ma- 
ny Ways I am ſenſible J have offended 
thy Divine Majeity, * for 
1 Logs acknew- which I am hc artily ſorry, 
ledge the Parti- 
$5: 63 and acknovyledęs my felt in⸗ 
finitely indebted tothy Good - 
RY that I am not plunged into the Depth 
of Miſery, to bewail my Sins in the bot- 
tomleſs Pit. 
I thank thee, O Lord, with all my 
Soul, that I am not ſhut up in the Place 
of outer Darkneſs, and that I have any 
Tope to obtain the Benefit of the Re- 
demption which is in Chriſt Jeſus; in 
whoſe Name I beſeech thee to pardon 
me, and likewiſe to. ſanctify theſe 
Straits wherein I lie, to the freeing my 
Soul from the Bond of all Iniquity, and 
the reſtoring me to the glorious Liberty 
of thy Children. Help me ſeriouſly to 
follow the Direction of thy Providence 
in this Reſtraint ; and now that I am fo . 


much 
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much alone by myſelf, to deſcend into 

my own Heart, to ſearch and try my 

Ways, and unfcignedly to turn to thee, 

my God, 

Enlarge my Spirit more than ever, 
now that my Body is confined, in fer- 
vent Prayer for thy divine Grace, and 
in chearful Thankigivings for the in- 
numerable Benefits that I have received 

from thy Bounty, and in tender Pity 

and Commiſeration of the ſad Condition 
of all diſtreſſed People. And be pleaſed 
to touch the Hearts of my Creditors alſo, 
with a Senſe of my Miſeries; encline 
them to accept of what I am able to pay, 
and make me willing conſcientiouſly 
to ſatisfy them to the utmoſt of my 
Power, : 
In the mean time beſtow upon me 
the Blefling of a contented Spirit, Help 
me patiently to endure the Inconveni- 
encies of this Place, and preſerve me 
from the Danger of all the Temptations 
which I meet with in it; eſpecially 
from ſeeking a Remedy for my Sorrows 
in the Pleaſures of Intemperance, or 
evil Company, or any profane Mirth 
whatſoever, Be thou my Comfort, O Gad, 
= my 
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my exceeding Joy, and the full Satisfaction 
of my Soul in all Conditions, 

And when thou art pleaſed to deli- 
ver me from this Place, and reſtore me 
again to my defired F reedom, O Lord, 
make me ever mindful of the Vows 
wherein I am now forward to bind 
myſelf. Diſpoſe my Heart then to be 
ſo ſenſibly affected with the leaſt of 
thoſe Mercies which I formerly have 
little regarded, that I may never for- 
get to praiſe thee, even for the Benefit of 
iweeter Air than now 1 enjoy, and to 
acknowledge thee in the Night-ſeaſon 
upon my Bed and to thank thee for 
the coarſeſt Food; and eſpecially that I 
may rejoice to go again into the great Con- 
gregation, to praiſe thee, with moſt ardent 
Love, ſor all ſpiritual Bleflings in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 

Preſerve in me alſo a grateful "XY 
membrance of the Kindneſs of my 
Friends and Neighbours, eſpecially of 
thoſe Perſons to whom I ſtand particu- 


larly indebted, when by their Charity 


1 ſhall be releaſed. And whatſoever 
Loſs they ſuſtain by my Poverty, good 
Lord, make it up abundantly to them 
and 


4 Malefaflor's Prayer. 38 * 


and theirs, out of thy rich Grace and 
Mercy. Requite their Love with Plenty 
and Proſperity in this World, and give 
them the Reward of eternal Life and 


Glory in the World to come, „ through 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


= 


— 1 


4 PRAYER of 4 great Malefattir 
in Priſen. 


= O Moſt holy and righteous Judge of 
the whole World, give a ſinful and 
miſerable Wretch Leave to proſtrate him- 
ſelf before the Throne of thy Grace, and 
implore that Mercy which formerly I have 
deſpiſed, or abuſcd. 1am not worthy, I 
confeſe, to lift up mine Eyes towards 
Heaven, and it becomes me in the greateſt 
Dejection of Spirit to ſigh and groan under 
the Load of my Sins, which have been 
ſo great and many, ſo bold, ſo preſump- 
tuous and ſhameleſs, that when with an 
awakened Mind I reflect upon them, I am 
ready to fink into Hell, and utterly de- 
ſpair of any Mercy, 
O God, How have ] hated 1 
Liſtrucbion, and my Heart d. 


Lale 
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ſpiſed Reproof ? and have not obeyed the 


Foice of my Teachers, nor enclined my 
Ear to them that admcniſted me | How 
ſwiſt have nry Feet been to run into Evil? 
and how backward and averſe have I 
been to any thing that is good? O the 
_ Injuries which I have done my Neigh- 
| bours! the Abuſe of myſelf, and of thy 
. bin edod Creatures! The pro- 
roche" id the phane Contempt or Neglect 
Blaſthems, of thee, and the Duties of 
ap- thy Worſhip and Service | 
tlas he hab * The Remembrance of all 
been guiliy of. this is dreadful, the Burthen 
of it 1s intolerable. 

How ſhall I appear before thee, at 
whoſe Rebuke the Mountains quake, 
ſince I cannot think of appearing before 
an carthly Judge without Shame and 
Affrightment of Spirit! O Lord, work 
in me a greater Dread of thee, with a 
greater Shame and Confuſton of Face, 
now that I am in thy Preſence. For 
which End, be pleaſed to repreſent unto 
me effectually the Wickedneſs, the 
Baſeneſs and Vileneſs of all my evil 
Doings, as well as the Guilt and juſt De- 
ſert of them. O that I could hate and 


abhor 
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abhor them more than that bo ak 
| 4 : Or Puniſhe 
Heath“, which I expect ſhort- men, when 

ly to ſuffer for them! Beftow 7% Crine it 

, kk 

on me that ingenuousand god- 

ly Sorrow which worketh Repentance, 
and unfeigned Purpoſes of Amendment of 
Life. They come too late indeed, I may 


juſtly think, 'to find Acceptance with 


thee; and therefore not without Fear and 
Trembling, and a great Senſe of my Un- 
deſervings, I look upon thee, acknow- 
ledging thy infinite Goodneſs, if thou 


wilt vouchſafe but the ſmalleſt Hope of 
Mercy, 


Mercy, Mercy, good Lord! caſt me 
not quite out of thy Sight, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his fake, who gave himſelf for 
us, to redeem us from all Iniquity. It is 
the Beginning of me Mercy, and an 
Earneſt, I hope, of more, that thou 
haſt made me ſenſible of mine Offences, 
and that thou haſt wiwught in me a 
Reſolution to forſake them, and ſome 
Love to a godly, ſober, and righteous 
Life. Help me to manifeſt the Sinceri- 
ty and Uprightneſs of my Soul in theſe 


Reſolutions, as much as I ara able, by 


giving thee he... ty Thanks, that the 


8 Fand 
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Hand of Juſtice hath overtaken and laid 
Hold upon me, and put a Stop to the 
Farther Miſchief which I might have com- 
mitted, by making a free and open Con- 
feſſion of my Crimes, and taking the 
Shame which belongs to me before others, 
.and by acknowledging that I am unwor- 
thy to live; and by earneſt Admon:ſh- 
aments to all, to be warned by my Ex- 
ample, and to ceaſe betimes to do evil, 
and learn to do well, 

O God, that I could glorify thee a 
little in my latter End, after this man- 
ner: And till I come to receive my de- 
ſerved Puniſhment, help me to ſpend 
my Time in bewailing my Sins; in 
humbling myſelf before thee for them; 
in ſetting my Fleart againſt them; in 
Nudying and admiring with the great- 
eſt Affection, the holy Life of the Lord 
Jeſus; in calling other Offenders to Re- 
pentance, and exhorting them thereby 
to give thee Glory. Deny me not the 
Grace, I beſcech thee, to enable me 
thus to employ myſelf, that I may have 
ſome Taſte of thy Mercy, and the Fear 
of Death may be abated by ſome Hope, 


than when my Sou! ſhall be parted from 
FINN the 
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the Body, thou, O bleſſed Jeſus, wilt 


receive 1t, though ſo unworthy, into 


ſome of thy heavenly Manſions, Amen, 
Amen, 


Our Father, &c. 


— 


A Soldier”s Prayer that fights for N 
Country. 


Moſt mighty Lord, the Fountain 

of Life, and Strength, and Cou- 
rage, whom all the Hoſt of Heaven 
continually obeys, I proſtrate myſelf be- 
fore thee in a religious Senſe, that the 
Fear of thy Divine Majeſty, a pure Con- 
ſcience, anda ſtrong Hope and Confidence 
in thy Omnipotent Goodneſs will give 
the moſt aſſured Reſolution, Valour and 
Boldneſs to our Spirits in all Dangers ; 
moſt humbly beſceching thee to purge 
my Heart from the Love of every thing 
that is offenfive to thee; to pardon all 
my former Sins, Negligences and Igno- 
rances, and to endue me with the Grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, ſtrictly to amend and 


reform my Life . to ny holy 
Word, 


S 2 "=... any 
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Many Temptations, I am ſenſible, 


will continually aſſault me in this State 


of Life wherein I am engaged; but [1 
earneſtly beſeech thee to defend me from 
the Power of them, as I deſire to be de- 


fended from Death, and to be covered 


by thee in the Day of Bittle, O that 


no covetous Deſires, or Greedineſs of 


Spoil, no Ambition or Vain-glory, no Ha- 


tred or Malice, may puſh me forward 


in any Enterprize ; but give me the Vi- 
ctory over theſe, and all other vile Aﬀec- 
tions and Paſſions, before I meet with 
any other Enemy. 

And gra aciouſſy bleſs and proſper « our 
Arms for the Defence of our Co :n:ry, 


and the Preſervation of our Religion, 


Government, Laws and Liberties, And 
whilſt we fight for the Preſervation of 


good Order, Lord, give us all Grace to 


be Examples of it ourſelves; that ab- 
horring all Blaſphemy and Prop haneneſs, 
all Riot and Laſciviouſneſs, and doing 
1 violence to no Man, accu ng 
tent with eur Wages, we may adorn 
both our Cauſe and our Religion; and 
w hatſoever the Iſſue be, we may | haye 

Peace 


no Man falſly, and being con- 
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Peace in our own Hearts, and living or 
dying may be accepted with thee, through 
Chrift Jeſus, the Prince O Peace; to 
whom, Ec. Amen, 


_ mA ——_ A W ——_—— 8 — 
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A PRAYER yer the Uje of one that ts 
oped, 


Adore thee, O Lord of Life and Glo- 
ry, who art from everlaſting to cver- 
laſting, and changeſt not; beſe eching thee 
to look gracioufiy upon thy unw orthy 
Servant, whoſe Hope is only in thy ini- 
nite Mercy ; by which my Life hath been 
prolonged to old Age, and which is able 
to make me eternally bleſſed, I thank 
thee for thy inconceivable Love in the 
Lord Jeſus, who hath given me ſuch a 
ſolid and ſtedfaſt Ground of Hope to ſup- 
port and ſtrengthen my Heart, when all 
the Comforts of this Life fail me; and 
likewiſe praiſe and magnify thy bounteous 
Goodneſs for thoſe innumerable Bleſſings 
which time after time, thou , 3 
haſt beſtowed upon me, from reden, up as 


the Beginning of my Life till particularly as 
this preſent“. e 


8 3 O my 


: 
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; Tit. ii. 2, Zo 
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O my God, hclp me always to ſolace 
mylelf, now that the Days are come 
wherein I have no Pleaſure, with a per- 
petual Remembrance of all thy paſt lov- 
ing Kindnefles to me; and with thoſe 
Hopes which I have of thy endleſs 
Love in the other World. And the more 
my outward Senſes decay, vouchfufe me 
the quicker and more lively Senſe in 
my Heart of thoſe good Things which 
thou haſt laid up there for thoſe that 
fear thee. „ | | 
Preſerve me from all diſcontented 


Thoughts, and peevith Paſſions; make 


me an Example unto others of Holineſs, 
Diſcretion, Temperance, Gra- 
vity, Peaceableneſs and Pa- 


tience, that ſo I may with the more Au- 


_ thority be a Teacher of good 
Prov. xvi. 31. Things, and my hoary Head 
ay be a Crown of Glory, be- 


Eccl. xxv. 4. 
dw ins found in the Ways of 
Righteouſneſs. O how comely a thing 
is Judgment for grey Hairs, and for 
antient Men to know Counſel! Pardon 
me, good Lord, that J have made no bet- 


ter Improvement of my Time and Expe- 


rience, for the furniſhing my Mind with 


„ 
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this Wiſdom, and with thoſe Virtues.. 
Pardon all my Negligences, _ 
and all my Offences* ; and 88 2 
fill my Heart with a com- larly. 
fortable Senſe of thy pardon- 
ing Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, that having 
| no other Burden but that of Age to op- 
| preſs my Spirit, I may rejoice in thee 
as long as I live, and at laſt lay myſelf 
FEST to reſt in Peace, and return my 
/ Soul back unto thee chearfully, when 
ſoever thou calleſt for it, in ſure and 
certain Hope of the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, and of that Glory, Honour and 
Immortality which thou haſt graciouſly 
promiſed us by thy dear Son, my moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 
with whom I deſire to live to give thee 
eternal Praiſes, Amen, 
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gen any Perſon is 72 to Ae a Day, 
| „% Part of it, in Devotion, the uſual 
|| Addreſſes to Cod in the Moi uing may be 
continued in this Manner, 


Moſt high and holy one, who in- 
habiteſt Eternity, and art God over 

all, moſt bleſſed for evermore, happy 
are they who ſtand continually. in thy 
Preſence, and are always admiring, prai- 
i ſing, loving, and obeying thee, and re- 
|| joicing in thy Love and Favour towards 
* them! The higheſt Angels can defire no 
oreater Bliſs, than to be thus knit unto 
him, and to live in ſuch conſtant Union and 
it Friendſhip with thee: An Happineſs, I 
| | am ſenſible, that is above our Reach, 
li who dwell in Houſes of Clay, and groan 
5 under the Burthen of this Fleſh ; but 
=. which we aſpire towards, and our un- 
| cloathed 
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cloathed Spirits hope for in the other 


World. And bleſſed be thy infinite Good- 
neſs, we are encouraged by Chriſt Jeſus 
to look up unto thee, for the Beginning 
and Taſte of this Happineſs, whilſt we 
remain here below at this great Diſtance 
from the Throne of thy Glory. 

And accordingly I "bunkly proſtra: 0 
myſelf before thee at this Time, beſeech- 
ing thee in the Name of my dear Savi- 
our, who gave himſelf for me, that thou 


wilt graciouſly vouchſafe to inſpire me 


with {uch delightful Thoughts of thee, 
and ſuch a transforming Love unto thee, 
as may fill my Heart with unſpeakable 
Joy and Satisfaction, whilſt Jam in thy 
Preſence, to admire and adore thee ; to 
praiſe thy incomprehenſible Perfections; 
to acknowledge with all Humility my en- 


tire Dependance on thee ; thankfully to 


retnember all the Benefits 0 haſt done 


unto me; ſorrowfully to bewail my un- 


grateful 8 towards thee ; moſt. 


_ earneſtly to deprecate thy Diſpleaſure ; 


to implore thy Grace and Favour, and 


to make an abſolute Surrender of myſelf 
to thee, with moſt hearty Devotion to thy 


Service. 
. It 


394 A large Form of Devotion, 
It is the unfeigned Deſire of my Soul 
to ſpend ſome Time in attending wholly 
to theſe Duties, the better to diſpoſe me 
to ſerve thee in the reſt of my Life, 
But alas! O Lord, what am I, or what 
can I do, unleſs thou wilt make thyſelf 
preſent to me, and ſend down thy holy 
Spirit upon me? My Thoughts and At- 
fections are exceeding dull and heavy; N 
and they will ſoon flag and grow weary, | 
Ii unleſs thou wilt be pleaſed by thy Al- |: 
It mighty Power to raiſe and bear them up | 
towards Heaven, I moiſt humbly there= 
| fore again beſcech thee, in thy infinite 
[|] Mercy, to touch my Heart with ſuch a U 
[| | lively Senſe of thy Divine Majeſty, as 
may fix my wandringThoughts, and com- | 
pole my tumultuous Affecfions, and ſtir | 
up my flat and cold Deſires, and may N 
make me feel the Power, and taſte. the 
Sweetneſs of every divine Truth, whilſt 
I read or meditate in thy holy Word, and {| 
whilſt I pray to thee, and praiſe thee and | 
bleſs thy holy Name. 

© that all other Things may be ſhut 
out of my Soul, and that I may be fo 
alone with thee, as to be more appre- 
henſive of thy Greatneſs, and of thy 

Goodneſs, | 
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Goodneſs, and of thy Purity, and of my 


near Relation to thee, and the innume- 


rable Obligations which I lie under to 
be thine entirely! O that nothing may 


be fo bitter to me, as to think that I have 


in the leaſt offended thee! and that no- 
thing may be ſo marvellous in my Eyes, 
as thy exceeding abundant Love in the 
Lord Jeſus, by whom thou haſt encou- 


raged Sinners to place their Faith and: 


Hope in thee |! ; 
Help me, O my God, through that 


new and living Way which he hath con- 
ſecrated, to draw nigh unto thee, and 


to throw down myſelf at thy Feet, wait 
ing for a gracious Look from thee, reſign- 
ing my Will to thee, ſtrongly uniting it 
in hearty Affection to thy holy Will, and 


reſolving never to raiſe up any more in 


Oppoſition to it, but to live in thy Love, 
and in ſincere Obedience to all thy Com- 
mands. 


So ſhall my Soul bleſs thee as long as 


1 live: I will alway be ſpeaking good of. 


thy Name, and will bew. forth thy Praiſe - 


as well as J am able, fo all Generations. 


Amen. 


8 6 5 After: 


I 3961 


Aſter this ſhort Addreſs to God for bis 


Aſſiſtance, confider a while wwho it 1s 


to whom you have begun to ſpeak. Caſ? 
your Eyes upon the Heaven and the 


Earth, and think of the Glory of that 
Majeſty which fills all Things, and 
cannot be contained in any, Then la- 
bour to affeft your Heart with your 


own mean, vile and ſinful Condition: 


For which End examine what parti- 


cular Sins you have been guilty of. 


Set them down in Writing before your 
tives, that they may be confeſſed and 
lamented : And likewiſe confider in the 


ſame Manner, what particular Blej- 


Sings you bave received, that they may 


be moſt thankfully acknowledged. 11 
all which you may aſſiſt yourſeldes, and 


be much excited, by reading ſome of the 


Plalms of David, and ſome Part of ſuch 


pious Books as you are acquainted 


withal, After which proceed to ex- 
preſs the Senſe of your Heart to God, 
awith the greateſt Deliberation, in the 


Manner following, pauſing a while, 
and ruminating upon what you have 


[aid, at the End of every Part thereof. 


I. O 


+ 
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| Moſt glorious Majeſty of Heaven 
and Earth, upon whom all Creatures 
depend for Life and Breath, and all things, 


J moſt thankfully embrace, and deſire 


wiſely and faithfully to improve this hap- 
py Leiſure which thou vouchſafeſt me 


of retiring from this World, and making 


my Reſort to thee, the Father of Meri 


cies, and the God of all Com- 


fort, Thou art worthy, O 


Lord, toreceive from me, and 


from the whole World, Ble/- 


ſing, and Honour, and Glory, 


and Power ; for thouart great, 
and greatly to be praiſed. All 
theHoſt of Heavencontinual- 
ly praiſeth thee, and fo ought 
all the Churchon Earth, ſay- 
ing, Holy, holy, holy Lord God 


Almighty ubichis, awhichwas, 
and which is to come, There 


75 none holy as the Lord, for 
there is none beſides thee, Thou 
art righteous in all thy Ways, 


and holy in all thy Works. 


Thou loveſt Righteouſneſs, and 


2 Cor. i. 3. 


Rev. v. 13. 
Pfal. xlviii. 1. 


Rev. iv. 8. 


1 Sam. ii. 2. 


Pfal. cxlv. 17. 


. 
Job xxxvii. 23, 


Pal. xix. 1. 


Job xlii. 2. 


Pſal. CXXXV, 6. 
cxlviii 5, 6. 


„„ 


civ. 24, 27, 
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hateſt Iniquity, and art ex- 


Plal. cxlvi. 2. cellent in Power and in udg- 


cxi. 1 


cxlviii. 13. ment, and in Plenty of Fu- 


851 ice. The Earth is 55. and 
Job. xi. 7 he Fulneſs thereof. the World, 


and they that dwell therein, The Hea- | 


vens declare the Glory of God, the Fir- 
mament ſheweth his "Handyok The 
Sun, Moon, and Stars praiſe the Name of 
the Lord, for he commanded, and they 
were created. He hath alſo eftabliſhed 
them for ever and ever, he hath made a De- 


cree which ſhall not paſs. 1 know, O Lord, 


that thou canſt do every thing, and that no 
Thought of thine can be hindered. Whatſo- 


ever the Lord pleaſes, that doth he in Hea- 


ven and in Earth, in the Seas, and in all 


deep Places. For he is great, and of great 


Power; his Underſtanding is infinite. 
Praiſed be thy ſovereign Goodneſs and 


tender Mercy, which ſpreads itſelf over all 
thy Works! O Lord how manifold are thy 


Works! in Wiſdom haſt thou made them 


all, And they all wait on thee, that thou 


mayeſt give them their Meat in due Sea- 


fon. That thou giveſt them they gather; 


thou openeſt thy Hand, they are filled with 


Good, The Glory of the Land ſhall endure 


for 
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for ever; the Lord ſhall rejoice in his 


Works, Thou always waſt, and ever wilt 


be, the moſt Holy, Powerful, Wiſe and 


Good. Thy Kingdom is an everlaſting 
Kingdom, and thy Dominion endureth. 
throughout all Generations. One Gene- 
ration ſhall praiſe thy Works to another, 
and ſhall declare thy mighty Ads. They 
all paſs away like a Shadow, but thou art 
the ſame, and thy Years ſhall have no End. 
Fir ever, O Lord, thy Word is ſettled in 
Heaven; thy Faithfulneſs is unto all Ge- 
nerations, While I live therefore will I 
praiſe the Lord; I will ſing Praiſes to my 
God, while I have any being. I willpraiſe 
thee,. O Lord, with my whole Heart, whoſe 
Name 1s exalted above all Bleſſing and 
Praiſe, For we cannot know the Almighty 
to Perfection; his Wiſdom is unſearchable, 
and his Ways paſt finding out. His Name 
alone is excellent, his Glory is above the 
Earth and Heaven.. | 


* 
O what high Dignity is this! that I 


am addmitted into thy Preſence to ſpeak 


unto thee, the bleffed and _ 
only Potentate, the King of 1 Tim. vi. 15. 
Ns Kings, 
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Kings, and Lord of Lords, who only haſt 
Immortality! O how happy ought I to 
think myſelf, that I may draw thus nigh 
to thee, who dwelleſt in Light unap- 
proachable ! who art ſo happy in thy 
own moſt bleſſed Nature; and who, if 
thou doſt but open thyſelf | to any Soul, 
and filleſt it with a great Senſe of 
thee, and Affection to thee, thou letteſt 
heavenly Joys into it, and wazkeſt it 
happy beyond Expreſſion ! For Heaven 
cannot be feparated from thee; but 
whereſoever thou art, there 1s Peace and 
Satisfaction, Joy and Gladneſs, and un- 


ſpeakable Bliſs. 


Adored be thy Divine Goodneſs, which 
hath made me ſo happy this Day, as to 
feel ſome Senſe of thee begin to ſhine 
in my Soul. Adored be thy Goodneſs, 
which encourages me ſtill to look up 
unto thee, that I may feel more of thee ; 


yea, hath engaged me by innumerable 


Mercies to continue theſe Addreſſes to 
thy Divine Majeſty; O how —_— 
is thy Liwing-kindneſs, 


Pfal. xxxvi. 7. God How precious are ” by 


exxxix. 17, Thoughts unto me 1 How 
xIlvi.s. great is tbe Sum of them! 
| Man y 
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Many, O Lord my God are p. n 

thy wonderful Works which Mon Ong”? 
thou haſt done, and thy Thoughts which 
are to me- ward; they cannot be reckoned 
uþ in Order to thee; if I would declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than 
can be numbred. By thee I was Fearfiiliy 
and wonderfully made in Secret. Thou art 
he that took me cut of my Mother's Womb, 
and didſt make me hope e her Breaſts. 
have been caſt upon thee ever ſince, and 
thou haſt been my gracious God unto this 
Moment, 

My Infancy and Childhood was at- 
tended with a very careful Providence; 
and thou haſt bleſſed my riper Vears 
with a continual Health and Strength of 
Body and Mind, and abundance of good 
Things to ſupport and refreſh me in my 


Pilgrimage through this World to a bet- 


ter Life. I never have wanted my daily 


Bread, even when I was not able to aſk. 
it of thee: And thou haſt beſtowed on 
me many Friends and kind Benefactors, 
and prevented me likewiſe by a timely 
Grace, and ſent me many Inſtructors, 
that I might remember thee, my Crea- 


tor, and Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, into 


whote 
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whoſe Family, bleſſed be thy Name, I 
was early adopted and aſſured of thy Fa- 
therly Love and tender Mercy towards 
me. O how deeply do J ſtand indebted 
to thee for all thoſe, by whoſe Counſels, 
or Sermons, or Writings, or religious So- 
ciety, or godly Examples, or charitable 
Prayers, 1 have been helped forward in 
my Way to Heaven! Bleſſed be thy 
Name for all the Means whereby I have 
been led to the Knowledge of thy great 
Love in the Lord Jeſus, which paſſeth 
Knowledge, 

For ever blefled be thy Name, for 
ſending him into the World, born of a 
Woman, to be a Teacher of Righteouſ- 
neſs; to go before us, and leave us a 
Pattern of a moſt boly Life ; to die for 
our Sins, and to riſe again for our Juſtifi- 
cation, and then to aſcend into the Hea- 
vens to prepare a Place for us, where thou 
haſt advanced him above all Principali- 
ties and Powers, and given 
him a Name above every Name, 
that at the Name of 2 
every Knee ſhould bow, and every Tongue 
confeſs him to be the Lord, to the Glory 
of thee, O God the Father * 
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I glorify thee, O heavenly Father, with 
all my Heart and Soul, for inſpiring thy 
holy Apoſtles and Prophets, and ſprning 
into their Hearts, to give 0 : 
the Light of the Knowledge a Mas be 
of thy Glory in the Face of Teſus 
2 J thank thee for calling me to 
Faith in thee ; for making ſuch great and 
Precious Promiſes to encourage our Hope, 
and for diſpoſing me, in any Meaſure, to 
be an Inheritor of them. I thank thee 
for granting ſuch Power to our bleſſed 
Lord, to fulfil his Word, for making 
him a royal High-Prieft, and appoint- 
ing him to bleſs us here, and eternally 
hereafter, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt high, 
who haſt ſo often favoured me with the 


gracious Viſitations of thy holy Spirit, 


enlightning my Mind, drawing my 
Will towards thee, exciting in me holy 
Defires, working many pious Purpoſes 
and Reſolutions in my Heart, giving 
me a Taſte how gracious thou art, ſet- 
ting before me the Hope of eternal 
Life, and perſwading me, by innumera- 


ble Arguments, to entertain thoſe Bleſ- 


ſings which I ſhould have been forward 
OE. of 
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of myſelf to have deſired. Mo can ut 


ter the mighty Atls of the 
Lord] who can ſhew forth all 
is Praiſe! How often haſt thou ſpared 
me, when I deſerved to be puniſhed ! 
How many Dangers have I eſcaped! From 
how many Afaults of the Enemy have I 
been guarded! and how many of his 
Deſignus have been defeated by an in- 
viſible and unobſerved Goodneſs, which 


ought for ever to be acknow- 
ledged * 


Pal. cvi. 2. 


| * Mention all 
the particular 
Me: cies you 


can remember ; and then proceed flill to admire his Lowirge 


lindneſi, in all 28889 you 100k Notice 2 or hav: fergetten. 


III. 
O my God, with what Awe and Re- 
verence ought I to make mention of thy 
Name, who dwelle/t in Eter- 
2Ed.vl20 nity, whoſe Throne is ineſti- 
mable, whoſe Glory cannot be 


comprehended, before whom the Hoſts of 


Angels ſtand with Trembling ! With 
what Humility of Soul ought I toacknow- 
ledge thy Divine Grace, that thou who 
art ſo great, and highly exalted, wilt 


humble thyſelf to take. Notice of ſuch 


| poor things as we are! Thou art to be ad- 
mired 
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' mired wich our higheſt Thoughts ; thou 
art to be loved with all our Heart, and 
Soul, and Strength; we ought to render 
thee moſt chearful Service, and con- 
felis that we never ſerve ourſelves more 
than when we even loſe all Thought of 

# ourſelves, and forget all things here, in 
admiring, loving, rating, and giving 
Thanks to thee. 

All that is within me ought to bleſs » 
thy holy Name. O how great ought my 
Joy to be in thy Love, and in thy Salva- 
tion, who art worthy to be praiſed with 
7 all pure and holy Pratje. 5 
Jherefore let thy 5 „„ 

bee, with all thy Creatures: EA 

And tet all thine Angels, and . 

thine Elec praiſe thee for ever. It ts 
good to praiſe God and exalt his Name, 
and with Honcur to ſhew forth all bis 
| Works, therefore be not flack to praiſe 
him, Yea, to thee, O Lord, I ought to re- 
ſign myſelf with the greateſt Willingneſs 
of Heart, to truſt and hope in thee at all 
Times; to excite all others to ſhew forth 
thy Praiſe, and to ſtudy to glorify thee 
more and more, not only by my Words, 
but with my Body and Soul, in all the 
Actions 
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Actions of a ſober, righteous and godiy 
Life. I can defire no greater Hono! Th 
in this World, than that I may live to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of thy Grace in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; walking worthy of thee, 


who haft called me to thy Kingdom and | 
and behaving myſelf in all | 


Glory, 


things, as becomes one that hath re- 
ceived ſuch Pledges of thy Love already, 
» and looks for thy Mercy unto eternal 


Life. 


Prov. ili, 1 7 
iin. 


exix. 165. 


Ixxxiv. 11,12. 


7 Eccluſ. iv. 12, 


them doth thy Servant ſhine glorioufly, and N 


Pleaſantneſs, and all thy 


Paths are Peace. More to be 


de/ired are thy Commandments 
than Gold, yea than much fine 


Gold; fezeeter alſo than Ho- 
ncy, and the Honey-comb : By 


in keeping of them there is great Reward, 
He that loveth them, loveth Liſe; he that 


 boldeth them faſt, ſhall inherit Glory ; and [ 


bleſs. Great Peace Love they that love 
thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend them. 


The Lord God 1s a Sun and Shield; tle 
Lor d l . Grace and EF; ; 70 goed : 


All thy Laws, I know, are juſt and 
good. Thy Ways are Ways of 


thing | 


th 
TW 
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thing will he with-hold from them that 

walk uprightly, O Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed 

1s the Man that truſteth in thee, 

IV. 

But the more, O Lord, I ſpeak in thy 
Praiſe, the more I am ſenſible 1 reproach 

myſelf, who hath not given thee that 

Honour and Glory, that Fear and Love, 

that hearty Service and chearful Obe- 

dience, which is due unto thee ſo ma- 

ny Ways. I ſtand condemned out of 

my own Mouth, of moſt fearful Ingra- 

titude to thee, from whom I have re- 

ceived ſo many and ſuch ineftimable 

Benefits. How ſeldom have I thought 

of them? or how little have they af- 

fected my Heart? How loath have I of- 
ten been to diſpoſe myſelf to comme- 
morate the greateſt Love of my deareſt 
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a Saviour? And how ſoon am I wear 
; even of the moſt delightful Employ- 
ment of praiſing and " blefling thee, 


with whom J proſeſs that I de fire and 
hope to live for ever, and praiſe thy 
Name? O the Vanity of as Mind ! the 
Looſeneſs of my "Thoughts! the Inordi- 
| nateneſs of my Deſires, and Unrulineſs 
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of my Paſſions! the Diſcontent of my 
Spirit! the Unſtedfaſtneſs of my Reſolu- 
tions! the Breach of my Promiſes! the 
Coldneſs of my Prayers, and the Dulneſs 
of my Meditations! the Loſs of my pre- 


cious Time, and the Neglect of good Op- 


portunities! my Eagerneſs after theſe 


_ worldly Enjoyments, and feeble Endea- 


vours after Heaven! 
I am aſtoniſhed to think, that ever 1 
ſhould diſtruſt thy Providence, who 


haſt been ſo tenderly careful of me; or 


be unthankful for thy Benefits, which 
are every Moment poured for th o plen- 


N upon me; or be ſo uncharitable to 
Neichbours, when I ſtand in fo 


3 Need of Mercy myſelf, and live 


continually upon thy Bounty; or abute 
any of thoſe Bleſſings which thou canſt 
ſo eaſily deprive me of, or 7 1 ſpoil 


the Comfort of them: And yet, alas! 


how prone have I heen to deceive 


myſelt with Shadows of Religion and ; 


Devotion towards thee! and to con- 


tent myſelf with the Praiſes of thoſe | 
Divine Perfections which I have not ſo 
zealouſly ſtudied to imitate? O how | | 
unlike am I to the humble, the meck, |: 
the | 
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A large Form of Devotion. 409 
the pitiful, and the patient Jeſus? Vea, 
how inſenſible am 1 of his incompara- 
ble Love, which made him to lay down 
his Life for me? How many Ways have 
I injured my Neighbours, or neglected 
to do them good? I am conſcious, to my- 
ſelf of ſundry Offences, not only againſt 
the Rules of Righteouſneſs and Mercy, 
but of Sobriety and Goodli- . „ „, 

neſs *. And thou, to whom 5. Nas 
all things paſt are preſent, 4 9 Intem- 


perance, Uncha- 
who ſearcheſt the Hearts ane, ob 


and trieſt the Reins, know- a ee you 
eſt a great deal more, My 55 veer guil- 
ſecret Sins are no more hid ; 


from thee, than thoſe which are moſt open 


and manifeſt, 

And they are all the more grievous, 
becauſe a petty Temptation hath too 
oft prevailed to make me negle& my 
Duty towards thee. O how ſhameful 
is it, that a ſmall Gain, or a momen- 
tary Pleaſure, or the good Word of Men, 
whoſe Breath is in their Noſtrils, ſhould | 


be preferred before that Honour which 


I owe to thee, and thoſe infinite Trea- 
ſures of thy Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
that immortal * and Glory, which 
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he hath promiſed to the faithful! and 
all this againſt the clear Underſtanding 


- which thou haſt given me of thy Will, 
againſt many holy Purpoſes, Reſolu- 
tions and Vows of abſolute Obedience 


to it in all Things; and againſt the Taſtes 


I have had how gracious thou art, and 
bow good it is to keep thy Command- 


ments. 


V. 
I bluſh, O Lord, to lift up mine Eyes 


towards Heaven. To me belongs no- 
thing but Shame and Confuſion of Face; 


in which I ought to lie down before 
thee, if I reflected only upon the Baſe- 
neſs and Vileneſs of my Deſcent ; being 
the Off-ſpring of diſloyal Parents, who 
were Rebels and Traitors againſt thy 
Divine Majeſty. This is a juſt Reproach 
and Diſgrace to the beſt of us. We were 
tainted in our firſt Father, who hath 


left a foul Blot and Stain upon our Na- 


ture; and we feel that Weakneſs in our 


Reaſon, that Strength and Violence in 
our Paſſions, and that Forwardneſs in 
our Wills to follow them, and to be led 


by them, which 18 ſyfficient to mom 
an 
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and lay us low in our own Eyes. With 


what Dejection of Spirit then ought I to 
mention all thoſe Offences, whereby I 
or others have juſtified their firſt Rebel- 
lion, and ſtill taken part with the Devil 
and his Angels againſt thee, and the 
Motions of thy holy Spirit in our owed 


Hearts ? 


Thy Mercy indeed 1s ſo much the owed 


more miraculous, which hath beſt, 


ſuch great Benefits, as I have acknow- 
ledged, upon ſuch vile, ſuch finful, ſuch 
unthankful Wretches, and, at the beſt, 
ſuch unprofitable Creatures; whoſe 
Underſtandings are ſo ſhallow to com- 
prehend and admire thy Love ; whoſe 
Affections are ſo heavy, fo liſtleſs, and 
ſo unapt to lay it to Heart; and who, 
when they have done all that they can, 
have done no more than was their Du- 
ty to do. But the greater Reaſon there 
is that I ſhould be confounded at the 
Remembrance of my Diſobedience to 
thee, notwithſtanding ſuch unexpected, 
as well as undeſerved Demonſtrations 
of thy Love and Grace towards Man- 
kind, It becomes me to bow my- 


ſelf lower than my Knees before thee ; 


T3 and 
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and to debaſe myſelf as much as I am 
able in thy Preſence; ſince TI am but 
finful Duſt and Aſhes, that deſeryes to 
be caſt down, even into the Pit of De- 
ſtruction, The very Multitude of my Of- 
fences is enough to amaze and perplex 
my Thoughts; the Weight of them, did 
I always feel it, may well depreſs and 
ſink my Spirit into the greateſt Horror 
and Affrightment; but the Baſeneſs and 
Ingratitude of them to ſo gracious a Fa- 
ther, O how— 


VI. 

Jam not able to expreſs, O Lord, the 
Shame, the Conſternation and the Trou- 
ble of my Spirit, at the Thought of that 
Ingratitude. I loath and abhor my- 
ſelf, as unworthy to live and breath up- 
on the Face of the Earth. I am aſto- 
niſhed at thy wonderful Patience and 
Long-ſuftering, which not only endures |: 
ſuch a Wretch as I am, but permits me 
to ſpeak unto thee, and to cry for Mer- | 
cy to that Love which I have ſo much 
abuſed. O that I were ſenſibly affected 
with ſomething of thee ! that at leaſt 
thy ſparing and forbearing Mercy did |: 
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mightily move, and everlaſtingly poſ- 
ſeſs my Heart with Admiration of it | 
that ſo I may with the more ingenuous 
Sorrow and Grief bewail mine "Offen- 
! cesagainſt ſuch tender Bowels of Com- 
paſſion towards me. O that | 

my Head were Waters, and * | 
mine Eyes a Fountain 0 of Tears that! 
might weep bitterly for my unkind Requi- 
tals of the infinite Bounty of thee, my 
Creator, and of the unconceivable Love 
of my bleſſed Saviour, and of the unwea- 
ried Grace of thy holy Spirit, which I 
hope I ſtill feel working in my Heart. 

Fill me, O God, with the ſaddeſt 
Remembrance of all my Follies and 
poſſeſs my Reaſon ſo much agninſt 
them, that I may have an utter Hatred 
and Deteſtation of them, as the greateſt 
= Offences to me, as well as to thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, It is eaſier, I know, to 
make large Confeſtions, then to be 
truly contrite and broken in Heart; 
and we are more inclin'd to ſigh and. 
: groan under the Senſe of thy Diſplea- 
2 ſure, than to abhor that which 3 
1 1s evil, and to clave to that Plat. 1 4 
| which is good, Be thou there- N 
, T 3 „„ e-. 
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Dan. v. * 
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fore pleaſed, O Lord, the Father of our 
Spirits, to wound my Soul with a live- 
ly Senſe of the Vileneſs of my Behaviour 
towards thee, the God of my 


Breath is, and whoſe are all my Mays. 

Eſtrange me from every thing that will 
not let me love thee with all 1 my Heart, 
and Soul, and Strength; by whom it is 


that J have Power to love any thing at all. 
5 ny Heart in ſuch a perfect Enmity 


all Things contrary to thy bleſſed 
Will that I may never be reconciled to 


them any more: And diſpoſe me to 
uch an entire Affection to all thy Com- 
mands, that none of them may be 
grievous to me, but I may account thy |: 
Yoke to be eaſy, and thy Burthen to 


be light. 


And then be merciful unto me, good 1 

f Lord, according to thy Loving- } 

Pſal. Ii. 1. : 
kindneſs ; according unto the 
XXV. 7 Multitude of thy tender Mer- 
cxxviiing, ies blot out my Tranſgreſſions. N 
Be merciful unto me for Je- 
ſus Chriſt his ſake, who came 
into the World, and died 
to faye Sinners. O remember 7 
not 


Ann. 2. 


Life, in whoſe Hand my 5 


. | 
> — 
8 > 2 
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Not the Sins of my Youth, nor , © 
the Tranſgreſſions of my riper a es, 


Years; according to thy Mercy lxxxvi. 5, 6, 
remember thou me, for th 


Goodneſs fake, O Lord Por T MR 
confeſs mine Iniquity, and am forry for my 
Sin, I acknowledge my Sin unto thee, and 
mine Intquity have I not hid. Enter not 
thereſere into Judgment with thy Ser- 
vant ; for if thou, Lord, ſpouldſt mark Ini 
quities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? But. 
* there is Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou 
mayeſt be feared. Thou art good, and ready 
0 forgive; and plenteous in Mercy unto all 
them that call upon thee. Give Ear therce - 
= unto my Prayer, and attend to the 

Voice of . my Supplication. And for thy - 
Name's ſake pardon mine Iniquity, for it 
is e 5 

VII. 


Great are thy tender Mercies, O Lord. 
who haſt not yet caſt me away from thy 
Preſence, nor dealt with me after my 
Sins, nor rewarded ' me according to 
mine Iniquities. Adored be thine in- 
finite Goodneſs, that I am ſo far from 
being caſt into the Place of weeping, - 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth, that 1 

14 55 
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Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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do not yet ſuffer here the Pains, and the 
Anguiſh and Mitery which mine Ot- 
tences have deſerved. I might have been 
lamenting them in thoſe doleful Com- 
plaints of thy anticnt Servant, faying, 
Tine Arrows ſich ſaſt in me, 
and thy Hand preſſeth me 
3 fore. There is no Soundnifs 
XXXVlil. 16 
18. in my Tleſb, becauſe of thine 
Anger ; neither is there any 
Reſt in my Bones, becauſe off my Sin. I ax 
troubled, I am bowed down greatly; 1 g 
mourning all the Day long: For my Loins 
are filled with a loathſome Diſeaſe, and 
there is no Soundneſs in my Fleſh, Tam 
feeble and ſore broken ; I have roared, by 
reaſon of the Diſquietneſs of my Heart : 
But Thanks be to thy moſt long-ſuffering 
Goodnels, thy fierce Anger goeth not over 
me; thy Terror hath not cut me off. Lovers 
and Friends haſt thou not put far from 
me, nor mine Acquaintance into Darknefs, 
Yea, thou declareſt thyſelf willing to 
accept me again into Friendſhip with thy- 
ſelf; and haſt in the moſt loving man- 


Pſal. xxxviii. 
2, 35 6, &c. 


ner Juvited me to come unto thee, and 


bid me hope for a Pardon through thy 


O how ſweet. 
are 
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are thoſe precious Words, Come unto 


me all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will 
give you Reſt ! How precious Heb. viii. 10, 
are thy Promiſes, that thou As ak ag 
wilt put thy Laws into our 

Mind, and write them in our Hearts; and 
be merciful to our Unrighteouſneſs, and 
remember our Sins and Iniquities no 
more | Marvellous was thy Mercy, O 
Lord Jeſus, who ſent thine Apoſtles 70 
open Mens Eyes, and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan to God, that they might receive 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance a- 
mong them who are Janehified 'y Faith 
that is in thee, 


Mat. Xi. 26 


VIII. 
J receive with all Thankfulneſs this 
thy exceeding great Grace, which hath de- 
clared, that , we walk in the Light as 
thou art in the Light, we ſhall . 
have Fellowſhip one with ano- _ 7 
ther, and the Blood of Teſus Eccl. xvii. 19, , 
Chriſt thy Son ſhall cleanſe us 
from all Sin, I admire thy incomprehen- 
ſible Love. O how great is the Loaving-- 
kindneſs of the Lord our God, and bis 
5 if 2 Com 


418 A large Form of Devotion. 


Compaſſion unto ſuch as turn unto him in 
Holineſs ! It conſtrains me to offer up my- 
ſelf with the heartieſt Affection to thy 
Service, reſolving hereafter to be more 


watchful, more diligent, more zealous 


in the Performance of my Duty, and 
to walk more circumſpectly as a Child 
of the Light, and to make it my Delight 
to do thy Will, O God. Behold, O 
Lord, my Heart is bent to reſign itſelf 
perfectly into thy Hands, and to make 
a new Dedication of all the Powers of 
my Soul and Body to be employed con- 
Pial. cxix. 30. 


fworn, and am ſtedfaſtly pur- 


31, 11, poſed 70 keep thy righteous 
EINE Precepts. I have choſen the 

; way of Truth; thy Fudgments 
16,115, have I laid before me. I will 


111, 112. ich unto thy Teſtimonies, and 

run the Way of thy Command- 
ments. Thy Word have I hid in my Heart, 
that I may not fin againſt thee, I will re- 
joice in the Way of thy Teſtimonies, as much 
.as in all Riches, I will meditate in thy 
Precepts, and have Reſpect unto thy Ways. 
T will delight myſelf alſo in thy Statutes ; 
T will never forget thy Word, Depart 


from 


r 
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tinualy in well- doing. I have 
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A large Form of Devotion. 49 
for T will hee p 
the Commandment of my God. Thy Teſti- 
monies have I taken as my Heritage for 
ever; for they are the rejoicing of my 
Heart. I have inclined my Heart to per- 
form thy Statutes akoay, even unto the 
End. 3 
IX. 
Accept, T beſeech thee, the free-will Of- 
ferings of my Mouth, O Lord 
and teach me thy Fudements. Pal. cxix. 108. 


» 7 1 | 
Give me Underſtanding, and, 5271 10 Frog 


T ſhall keep thy Law ; yea, 
fhall obſerve „ with my whole Heart, 


Make me to go in the Path of thy Com- 


mandments; for therein do I delight. 
With my whole Heart have 1 ſought thee. 
O let me not wander from thy Command. 
ments. J am ſenſible of the exceeding great 
Weakneſs and Inconſtancy of our Nature, 
and that without thy gracious Aids, I mall 
not be able to accomplith theſe Reſolu- 
tions; and therefore J look upon thee, 
with the more ardent Deſires, for Pow- 
er from above, to confirm and ſtrength- 
en them, and to afliſt me mightily to 
fulfil thy whole good Will and 8 on 
I will ſtedfaſtly depend upon the Pro- 
T-6 - -muſe 
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miſe of my bleſſed Saviour, who hath 


told me, that thou wilt give thy holy 
Spirit to them that aſk it of thee, My 


Hope, O God, is in this thy true and faith- 


ful Word. Uphold me according unto thy 
Word, that T may live; and let me not be 
aſhamed of my Hope. Hold thou me up 
and I fhall be ſafe; and I will have Re- 


ſpect unto thy Statutes continually. Pre- 


{erve in me ſuch a lively Senſe of thy Good- 
will and Readineſs to help me, that I may 


be fo frong in our Lord, and in the Pœab— 


er of his Might, as to be able to do all 
things through Chriſt flrengthening of me. 

O thou Father of Mercies, who haſt 
beſtowed ſo many, and fo great Bleſſings 
on us without aiking, who haſt viſited 
us fo lovingly, when we could not de- 
fire any Grace from thee ; and when we 
could, but did not defire it; and when 
we did, but very coldly, and with 


little Devotion of Spirit; deny not the 


humble and importunate Requeſts of 
thy poor Supplicant, who moſt ear- 
neſtly beſeeches thee, at 
thou wilt grant me according 
to the Riches of thy Glory, to be flrengthen- 
ed with Might, by thy Spirit, in the in- 


Eph. 111. 16. 


ner Man. AEM 
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A large Form of Devotion 42 1 
Arm me therewith againſt the Aſſaults 
of all Temptation, either from the good 
or the evil Things of this Life ; that 
they may never ſeduce, or deter me 
from my Duty, but I may do virtu- 
oufly in all Points, according to my Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion, and thoſe Vows and 
Promiſes wherein I ſtand engaged to 


thee, 


þ 
Fill me, O God, with the whole Know- 
ledge of thy Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpi- 
ritual Underſtanding, that J may walk 
cwerthy of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, be- 
ing fruitful in every good Work, and en- 
creaſing in the Knowledge of thee my God. 
Increaſe that Faith likewiſe more and 
more, which worketh by Love, and puri- 


fieth the Heart, and overcometh the World, 


Stir up in me that lively Hope, which may 
make me purify myſelf even as thou art 


pure; and that ardent Love to thee, 


which will make me chearfully do thy 
Will, and love my Brethren, with @ 
pure Heart feavently. | 


Excite in me a great Hunger and Thir/? 
after Righteouſneſs, till I feel the Satiſ- 


422 A large Form of Devotion. 
faction of perfect Reconciliation with 
thee, and Conformity to thee. Con- 


tinue me in the Number of thoſe who: 
are humble and lowly in their own. 
Eyes, and moderate in all their Appe- - 
tites and Deſires; who mourn daily that 
they have offended thee, and that 


others keep not thy Laws; who are 


meek and gentle towards all Men, in 


Heart and Word, and all their Actions; 
who are merciful and kind, ready to give 
and to forgive; who are pure in all 


their Thoughts, Intentions, Paſſions and 


Converſation; and who ſtudy the Things 
that make for Peace; and who are void 
of all Pride and Vain-glory, of all Strife 


and Contention; endeavouring to keep 


the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. O my God, poſſeſs me with ſuch 


a ſtrong Senſe of the Bleſſedneſs which 
thou haſt pronounced to all theſe, 


that 1 may be willing alſo to ſuffer | 
wrong, rather than todo it; and to ſuffer 


any thing for Righteouſneſs ſake, with 
a conſtant Heart; giving Thanks unto 
thee that thou wilt honour me, and count 


me worthy 7 /u ger i the Name f | 


Chriſt, 
Hel p 
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A large Form of Devotion. 423. 
Help me to give a good Example to 
all my Neighbours, by the fincere Pra- 
ctice of all theſe Virtues, ſhining as the 
Light in the World, and being the Salt of 
the Earth; that others ſeeing my good 
Works, may glorify thee our heavenly Fa- 
ther. Diſpoſe my Heart 70 caſt all its Care 


on thee; to pray without ceaſing ; to bleſs: 


thy holy Name all Times, to truſt in tbee 
with a ſtedfaſt Confidence in thy Almighty 
Goodneſs; to make thee my Strength, 


and my Fortreſs, and the Rock of my 


Salvation; to have my Converſation 
without Covetouſneſs ; and to ſet my A 


fections on things above, where Chriſt is 


at thy right Hand. In the Multitude of 


my Thoughts within me, let thy Comforts, 


O Lord, delight my Soul, When Jam full, 
O that I may never wax wanton, or for- 
get thee ; but till rejorce in our Lord al- 
way ; that ſo when I have nothing, I may 
be as poſſeſſng all things. 

Let the doing of my Duty ever be 
my Pleaſure, and to ſerve thee be a 
great Reward, Let a contented Mind 


be inſtead of all that I want, and a 
thankful Heart ſweeten all my Enjoy- 
ments. Let Patience always eaſe me 


under 


424 A large Tort of Devotion; 


under my Burdens, and an entire Submiſ- 


ſion to thy Will; breed in me a ſettled: 
Tranquility of Spirit. Let my Delight be 


in the excellent that are in the Earth, 


and my Thoughts be very much there 


while I live, where I deſire to be when 
I die: That Heaven being my Aim, my 


Hope, and the longing Expectation of 


my. Soul,. I may conquer all Difficulties 
in my Way to it, and go through Ho- 


nour and Diſhonour, good Report and 
bad Report, Proſperity and Adverſity, 
with the ſame Chearfulneſs and Evenneſs 
of Mind, till at laſt I come to that 
Place of Reſt and Peace with the glori- 
fied Jeſus, who is. able to pive eternal. 


Life to them that obey him. 


Bleſſed be thy Name, who haſt in- 
ſpired my Heart. with theſe holy De- 
fires, and wrought theſe Purpoſes and 


Reſolutions in me. It is an Earneſt, I 
hope, of thy never-failing Love to- 
wards, me; in Aſſurance of which I re- 
poſe myſelf with full Satisfaction of 
Heart. Vea, this is my Joy and my 
Glory: that I know thee; and that I live 


under 
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duct all the faithful to that 


A large Form of Devoticn, 542 


under the Care of thy wiſe, merciful» 
and Almighty Providence at preſent ; 

and that I have the Promiſe of Remiſſion 
of ins, and of a Crown of Life; when 
the Times of Refreſhment fholl 
come from thy Preſence, and 
thou ſhalt ſend Jeſus to con- 2 Sam.xxiii.; 


Acts. iii. 19. 


Luke xv. 7. 


glorious Place where he 
lives. This is my Salvation, Phal. ciii. 21. 
and all my Deſire. Now that I ſee thy 
abundant Love, O heavenly Father, it 

ſufficeth. Rejoice with me "kei 
all ye Angels of God, according te the 
Word of our Lord, that there is Joy iu 
Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth. 
Bleſs the Lord, ye heavenly Hoſts, ye Mi- 
niſters of his that do his Pleaſure. And, 
O that this Joy may increaſe continually 
by my daily Increaſe in all Goodneſs, 
and the perfecting of my Repentance ! 
till I come to be admitted into their 


Company, and enter into the Joy of my 
Lord. 


XII, 


And 1 wiſh the ſame Happineſs to all 
Mankind, which I deſire for myſelf, It 
will 


426 A large Form of Devotion. | 
will multiply my Joy, to ſee all the Peo- 
ple praiſe thee, O God, to ſee all the Peo- 


ple praiſe thee. O mate a Joyful Noiſe © 


 wnto' the Lord all ye Lands; 
Falk Ec 1, 


unto the Lord, O ye Kindreds of the 


Peotle, give unto. the Lord Glory and. 


Strength. Give unto the Lord the Glory 
due unto his Name; bring an Offering, 
and come into bis Courts, O worſhi, 


the Lord with holy Worſhip ; fear before ; 
him all the Earth. 


More eſpecially, I deſire the Incraſe of 


Grace, Mercy and Peace to thy choſen 


People, beſeeching thee to bleſs thy 


univerſal Church, and to fill the Hearts” 


of all its Members with thy Love, that 
they may reſt neither Day nor Night, 
ſaying, bleſſed be God; bleſſed be the 
glorious Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe. Power, Wiſdon and Goodneſs 
excel all Praiſe, and endure for ever. 

And ariſe, O God, for the 
Pal. x. 18. fighing of the Poor and the 
kv. ). Needy; let not the Men of the 

Earth ahoays oppreſs them. 


Let 


ſerve the Lord with Gladneſs, | 
xcvi. g, 9. an, come before his Preſence © 
with Thankſgetving, Gree 
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ple come out of thy holy Place. 
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Let the Salvation of thy Peo- Pfal. xxi. 23" 

XXXV1. 1 , 

Be thou exalted in thy own 11, 13, 
Strength, and ſo will we ſing 
and praiſe thy Power. Tord, 15 

continue thy Loving-kindneſs unto thoſe 

that know thee, and thy Righteouſneſs to 

Men of upricht Heart, Let not the Foot 

of Pride come againſt them ; and let not the 
Hand of the wicked remove them. O let 


the Wickedneſs of the wicked come to an 


End; but eſtabliſh thou the juſt. 

Protect, O Lord, and defend thas 
Part of thy Church which thou. haſt 
planted in theſe Kingdoms, Great and 


ar een have been thy Mercies to 


; but alas! we are a fubborn-and rebel- 
bike People ; a People that fet net our 


Heart aright, and whoſe Spirit hath not 


been ſtedfaſt with - thee, And therefore 
thou haſt juſtly plagued us many Ways; 

and we ſhould have but our Deſerts, if thy 
Hand ſhould ſtill be ſtretched out to 
puniſh us ſeven times more for our Sins, 
But what is Man, that thou 5 1 
Pon take Diſpleaſure ”' $6 1 de 
him ? or what is a corruptible 34, 35, 36. 
Generation, » that thou Shouldeſt - 


be 


428 A large Form of Devotion. 
be extremely angry with them? For in 
8 Truth there is none among 
Pal. Ixxix. 8, 9. fhem but hath dealt wickedly ; 
| exviii. 25, aud among thefaithful theres 
FOE: none that hath not done amiſs. 
But in this, O Lord, thy Righteouſneſs 
and Goodneſs ſhall be declared, if thou be 


merciful to them which have not the Con- 


fidence of good Works, 
O be merciful unto us, be merciful un- 


to us, and do not utterly forſake us. 0 


remember not againſt us former Iniquittes, 
and that we have /o ſoon forgot thy Works, 
and the wonderful Deliverances which 


thou haſt given us. Help us, O God of our 
Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name, and 


deliver us and purge away our Sins for thy 
Names ſake. Fill us with thy Wiſdom 
from above, that we may be heartily in Love 
with the Religion which we profeſs ; and 
preſerve us in it for ever. Defeat the Coun- 
 fels of all its Enemies, and bring their wick- 


ed Devices to nought. Unite us to each 


other in brotherly Love, and make us at 


Peace among ourſelves, O let Peace be 
within this Church; Let them proſper that 


love her, and ſeek her Good. Save now, 1 
beſeech thee, O Lord; O Lord, I beſeech 


thee, ſend now Proſperity. AM 
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A large Form of Devotion, 429 
And for that End, endue our Sove- 


_ reign Lord the King with all the Gifts 


and Graces of thy holy Spirit: Hear 
the daily Prayers of thy Church for 
him, that he may always incline to thy 
Will, and walk in thy Ways, and ſtudy to 


preſerve thy People committed to his 
Charge, in Wealth, Peace and Godlineſs. 


Enlighten all our Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons, with true Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding of thy Word ; and enable them 
both by their Life and Doctrine, to ſet it 
forth, and ſhew it accordingly, Teach 
all our Counſellors and Senators Wiſ- 
dom; and give all our Magiſtrates 
Courage and Zeal to execute Juſtice, 
and to maintain Truth. Vouchſafe to 
all thy People Increaſe of Grace, to 


hear thy Word with Meekneſs, and to 


receive it with pure and ſincere Af- 
fection, and to bring forth the Fruits of 
the Spirit. Give them honeſt and good 
Hearts to honour and obey the King, 


and all that are put in Authority under 


him; to ſubmit themſelves to all their 


Governors, Teachers, ſpiritual Paſtors 


and Maſters; to order themſelves low- 


ly and reverently to all their Betters ; 


and 
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and to be careful not to hurt one ano 
ther by Word or Decd; to be juſt and 
true in all their Dealing; to bear no 
Malice nor Hatred in their Hearts; to 

eſerve themſelves in Temperance, So- 
| berneſs and Chaſtity; not to covet one 


another's Goods; but to learn and la- | 


bour truly to get their own Living, and 
to do their Duty in that State of Life 
unto which it hath pleaſed thee to call 
them, 

And, good Lord, bleſs the honeſt La- 
bours of all Men among us, and crown 
them with good Succeſs ; eſpecially of 


thoſe who have any Work in Hand for 
the Glory of thy Name, the Encreaſe 


of Chriſtian Piety, and the Peace of thy 
Church. Reward the Bounty of all 


charitable Perſons, either for the Ho- 


nour of Religion, or the Relief of them 
that are in Poverty: And make the 


Bones which thou haſt broken to re- 


joice, Comfort all that are in a ſor- 
rowful Condition, and bring them out 
of all their Troubles. Send thy Angel 
to guide and preſerve thoſe who are in 


Journies, upon their lawful Occaſions, 


Let them that go down into the Deep, 


and 
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and do Buſineſs upon the great Waters, 
obſerve thy Providence, and praiſe thee 
for thy Goodneſs, and for thy wonder- 
ful Works for the Children of Men. 
Forgive all that have done me any 
Evil, and requite the Kindneſs of thoſe 
who have done me any Good. Let their 
Souls abide in Good, and their 5 
Seed inherit the Earth, Re- 85 
joice the Heart of all my Friends, and 
fulfil the Petitions of all that have de- 
fired my Prayers. Let none that wait 
on thee, O Lord, be aſhamed; . 
let all them that truſt in thee, . 
| ſay, continually, the Lord be magnified. 
Save and deliver every one of us, O Lord 
our God, from the Hands of our Enemies, 
to give Thanks unto thy holy Name, and to 
triumph in thy Praiſe. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, from 
everlaſting to everlaſting ; and let all the 
People ſay, Amen, Praiſe the Lord. 


Aſter this, if the Spirits be tired, it will 
be fit to give them ſome Refreſhment ; 
and then it will be very profitable to 
read and weigh ſeriouſly our Saviour's 
dern on on the Mount, contained 1 

5 WE _ 
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the vin, vi”, and vii” Chapters of tte 
Go/pel according to St. Matthew : And f; 
ſuch Meditations may be interſperſed 


as are moſt ſuitable to the Perſon's Con- 


dition and Occaſions, with the Addition 
of ſome of the Prayers foregoing, for i 


| REsoLUTION n Well-doing, or for 
the Diving GRACE; or for SUC- 
CESS in any Buſineſs; or for Friends 
that are TROUBLED IN MIND, or 
are on a long JOURNEY, &c. and then 
conclude with the following Prayer and 
Thankſgtving. 


Moſt humbly adore and worſhip 
thee, O Lord moſt high, the Poſ- 
ſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, and ad- 
mire thy infinite Love to Mankind, 
whom thou haſt thought worth the 


Expence of the Blood of thy dear Son, 
and the Conduct and Aſſiſtance of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and the Miniſtry of An- 


gels (by whom thou exerciſeſt a moſt | 
watchful Providence over us) and ſo 
many gracious Meſſages from Heaven, 
wherein thou haſt plainly declared, that | 
thou deſireſt to ſee us eternally happy, | 
by being made Partakers of a divine 
85 —F PEALEE -f 
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Nature. When we ſeriouſly conſider 
thy glorious Perfections, and thy aſtoniſh- 

ing Kindneſs towards us, we may juſtly 

wonder at ourſelves, that we ſhould 
ever refuſe to be conformed to thy Will 

| nay, that we ſhould not be exceed- 
ing forward to join ourſelves unto thee, 
in moſt hearty Love and entire Friend- 

| ſhip with thee, I am amazed at the 
Dulneſs and Stupidity of our Nature ; 
that there ſhould need ſo many In- 

| || treaties and Beſeechings of us, to be fo 
happy. It is impoflible to think of 
thee, and to prefer any thing in our 
Eſteem, and Deſire and Choice, and De- 
light and Joy, before thy Favour and 
good Will towards us; who art fo 
able and ſo deſirous to beſtow the great- 
eſt Bliſs upon us. And therefore I moſt 
earneſtly beſeech thy Goodneſs, that to 
all other Mercies which I have begged |} 
of thee, thou wilt add this Grace to 
bring thyſelf often to my Remembrance, | 
and to poſſeſs my Heart with a con- 
| ſtant, ſerious and deep Senſe of thy 

{ marvellous Kindneſs; in giving me Li- | 

berty to chuſe ſo great a Good as thy- 1 

ſelf, and in propounding to my Will 

e at ſuch 
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ſuch everlaſting Happineſs; and in draw. 
ing me from thoſe Ways, which arc 


contrary even to my Peace and Satisfac- 


tion here, by ſuch powerful Motives to 
wWell-doing. AE Teas 


II. 


Awaken, O Lord, awaken this Senſe 
eontinually in my Mind. Faſten my]! 


Thoughts upon thoſe unſeen and eter- 


nat Enjoyments. Make me feel what 


an Happineſs it is to love thee with all 
my Heart; to cleave unto thee againſt 
all Temptation, which would allure or 
fright me from my Duty ; to bleſs and 
Praiſe thee with joyful Lips; to be kept 
in perfect Peace and Tranquility, while 
my Mind is ſtayed on thee; to be full 
and ſatisfied, and to deſire nothing more, 
but to live for ever in thy Love. O make 
me more and more to conceive and re- 
member what an infinite Delight thou, 
the infinite Good, canſt pour forth into 
us; how highly our Lord Jeſus is dig- 
-nifed and exalted; and that Zhou haſt 
made him moſt bleſſed for ever, 
and made him exceeding glad 
2% thy Cguntenance; and that he will 

. . 


Pal. xxI. 6. 


re 
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bring all thy Children unto his Glory: 
Settle in my Soul ſuch ſtrong Apprehen- 
ſions of theſe Things, that they may 
purify. my Heart more perfectly, and pro- 
voke me to an unwearied Diligence in 
well-doing and make me enduræ Hard- 


ſhip alſo, if need be, as a good Soldier of 


TFeſus Chriſt, who mas made perfect * 
Seer l , 
1 Rag 
And afliſt me eſpecially i in i holy 


| Addreſſes to thee ; that continuing in- 


fant in Prayer I may feel my Heart 


| lifted n more and more towards Hea- 


ven, by ardent Breathings after thee. 
And endue me likewiſe with ſuch a Spi- 
rit of Wiſdom, and ſuch Sincerity of 


Heart, that I may never be diſcoura- 


ged, chough I fall ſhort of the Height of 
my Deſires ; but I may always thank- 
fully acknowledge thy Grace, in, what 
I have attained, and labour earneſtly to 
grow better, with a quiet, patient, even, 
and ſteady Mind. Preſerve in me an 
humble Confidence, that thou wilt ne- 


ver forſake the Work of thine own 
Hands; ; and let that Confidence make 


Uo me 
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me induſtrious, but not ſlothful: And 
let thy holy Spirit bleſs and further my 


Endeavours; and a fervent Deſire and 


hearty good Will preſs me forward; 
.and the Pleaſures of Religion mightily 


andear it to me; and let the Joy that thou 
haſt ſet before me, make me run the 


Way of thy Commandments with an 
enlarged Heart ; and the nearer I come 
to the End of my Race, may it pleaſe 
thy Goodneſs to preſent me with a 


clearer Sight of that Crown of Life, 


which our Lord hath promiſed ! Open to 
more of the Treaſures of thy King- 


dom; and fill me with a greater Joy in 


hope of the Glory; that ſo I may be wil- 


ling 7o be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
which is beſt of all, 


IV. 


And now, O Lord, with Thanks 


ſhall I render unto thee for theſe holy 
Thoughts, Deſires and Affections, which 
by thy Grace I feel in my Heart; to- 
gether with all the other Benefits which 


thou haſt beſtowed on me, or intendeſt 


zor me? Great and marvellous things, 


O God, haſt thou wrought for the 


Childreg 
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Children of Men, and thou haſt pro- 
miſed far greater, if we will be truly” 
grateful unto thee for what we have 
already received. Thou ſendeſt one 

Bleſſing as the Earneſt of another; ha- 
ving given thy Son to us, that he might 
give us thy holy Spirit; and given him. 
to die for us, that he might give us Life. 
Thou granteſt to us thy Grace, that we 
may repent ; and thou giveſt Repent- 


ance, that thou mayeſt give us Pardon; 


and thou pardoneſt our Sins, that we 
may be thy Children; and being thy 
Children, thou deſigneſt to make us- 
thy Heirs together with our bleſſed Sa- 
viour. Thou. giveſt us temporal Bleſ- 
ſings, that we may thirſt after ſpiritual ;. 
and thou filleſt us with ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings in Chriſt, that we may long for. 
the Accompliſhment of them in immor-- 
tal Life, There is none can declare the 
Goodneſs of the Lord, We beſt de- 


| clare our Senſe of it, when we thankful-- 
ly receive it, and become as good as 


thou wouldeſt have us, and enable us 
to be. And how great, how free is 
that Goodneſs, which is moſt of all 
pleaſed when we are happy! and 

„% & eſteems 
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eſteems our doing ourſelves good, with 


thy Grace and Favour, the Return that 
we ſhould make. of thy Bounty. Thou 
doeſt us Good before we aſk ; and thou 


giveſt liberally unto us, that thou may- 


eſt move us to aſk more. Thou in- 
treateſt us when we are unwilling; 
thou beſeecheſt us, that we would let 


thee bleſs us, and not put Impediments 


in the Way of our own Happineſs : Thou 
pitieſt us when we have no Com- 
paſſion for ourſelves ; 
of us, When we trifle away the richeſt 
Mercies. 


. V. 
O the © excee ing Riches of thy Grace 


to the Children of Men! Who can num- F 
ber all thy Mercies? and who can un- 


derſtand the Greatneſs of thoſe, of which 
we make Mention ? It is eafier to ſpeak 
of them, than to be affected with the 
Multitude and ſurpaſſing Value of them; 


and we can ſooner be affected with 
them, than do any thing worthy ſuch 


excellent Love. Our Praiſes * 
Than kſgiving conſiſt too much 


Words, and tranſient Admirations, 1 


ſudden 


and art ſtill careful 
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ſudden Paſſions, O that I had ſuch a 


ſerious, ſuch a conſiderate Heart, as to 
return unto thee the conſtant, uniform, 


and chearful Obedience of a godly Life! 


by which I know, I ſhall not only moſt 
praiſe and glorify thee, but do the greateſt 
Benefit to myſelf; and when I have done 
all that I can, I will acknowledge myſelf 


an unprofitable Servant, that bath done no. 


more than was his Duty to do, I will 
eſteem all y Goodneſs to be the Fruit of 
thy great Goodneſs to me: And I will re- 
joyce in this, that thou art formed in me, 
and that I am made like unto the Son of 
thy Love; and that I have Hopes, through 


thy abundant and undeſerved Mercy, to 


live with him in his heavenly Kingdom; 


which I beſeech thee haſten, to the cter- 
nal Joy of all thoſe that love his Appear- 


: | ing. Amen, Amen, Let thy Kingdom 
come; that I may ſee the good of thy Choſen, 


glory with thine Inheritance; and we may 
all with united Hearts and Affections ren- 


der our Thanks unto thee, and ſing thy: 
everlaſting Praiſes, 


Us: The 
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The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and the Love of God, and. the Com- 
munication of the Holy Ghoſt, be 
with me, and with all thy People 
every where, both now and always. 
Amen. | | 


mes, 


A Prayer in LENT, or upon any public 
"MET; 
. N 
Moſt glorious God, who art from 
Everlaſting to Everlaſting bleſſed 
in thyſelf; and who alone can ſatiſ- 
fy the hungary Soul, and filleſt the hum- 


ble with good Things; in a ſerious Senſe 
of my own Emptineſs and thy Falneſs ; 


of my great Needs, and thy Bounty and 
Readineſs to beſtow thy Benefits, I caſt 


down myſelf before thee ; worſhipping 


and adoring thy incomprehenſible Per- 


fections, with a great Fear of thy Al- 


mighty Majeſty, and an humble Hope 


in thine infinite Goodneſs, and an hear- 


ty Love to thy Purity and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and entire Submiſſion to thy holy 
Will; believing thy gracious Promiſes, 

deſiring to be guided by thy Wiſdom, 


de- 
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depending on thy Providence, bleſſing 
and praiſing thee for thy unſpeakable 
Mercies to me, and earneſtly beſeeching 
the Continuance of them; with a conti 
nual Senſe in my Heart of thy abundant 
Goodneſs to me, and to all thy Creatures, 
and of thoſe Duties which I owe to thee, 

and to all Men, 


IT.” | 
I moſt ſorrowfully bewail my Cares - 
leſneſs, O Lord, that I have had fo ſel- 
dom, or ſo ſhort, or ſo cold and little 
affecting Thoughts of thee; and that ! 
have performed theſe Acts of Worſhip - 
and Adoration, of Fear and Reverence, 
of Faith and Love, of Submiſſion and - 
Reſignation, of Supplication and Thankſ- 
giving, with ſo little Intention and Ear. 
neſtneſs of Mind, with ſo little Zeal and 
Fervency of Affection, and with ſo little 
* Humility and Proſtration of Spirit. No- 
thing, O my God, is of ſo bitter Remem- 
brance to my Thoughts; nothing is ſuch 
a Load to my Heart, as that I have lo- 
ved the World, at any Time, more 
than thee; and purſued with greater 
Eagerneſs the Poſſeſſions, and Pleaſures, 


442 — Prayer in Lent, 
and Honours of a dying Life, than the 
Glory aud Treaſures of thy Kingdom, 


the Joy and Happineſs of eternal Endu- 
rance. It grieves me to think that I 


have at any time ſo coldly entertained 


the glad Tidings of Salvation; ſo liſt- 
leſly embraced the loving Invitations of 
my dear Saviour; ſo negligently im- 
proved the Helps and Affiſtances of the 
holy Spirit of Grace, and ſo faintly 


ſought after them. I ſorrowfully again 


acknowledge that Glory, Honour, and 
Immortality which Chriſt hath brought to 


Light by his Goſpel. How little have I 
been wounded with the dying and 
bleeding of thy only begotten Son for 


my ſake | How little concerned ſome- 


times tn his paſſionate Deſires of the 


Happineſs of Mankind! How little 
melted with the ardent Flames of his 
;ncomparable Love! How little moved 


or perſuaded with his importunate In- Þ 


treaties! How in compliant with his In- 
fpirations, diſobedient to his Commands, 

and inſenſible of his precious Promiſes 
and feasful Threatnings. 


5 
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| I have praiſed thee, alas ! but ſeldom, | 
or lightly, for fo glorious an Example 
as he hath left us of an holy Life; for 
the Effects and Fruits of his Paſſion and 
Interceſſion; and for the Power which he 
hath obtained at thy right Hand. And 
more loath have I too often been to imi-- 
tate his Life, and to employ that Power 
which he hath ſent me from Heaven, 
to bring my 'Heart to a Conformity. 
with his Pattern, How. often have I 
received thy good Creatures, without: 
ſuch ſerious and hearty Thankſgivings 
for them as they deſerve ! and taſted 
their Sweetneſs, with little Senſe of thee, 
or Delight in thee, who art the Foun- 

tain of all Bliſs: How ſolicitous have I. 
been to pleaſe Men, and obtain the 

good Opinion and Praiſe of others, ra- 

ther than to pleaſe thee, and to do thy. 
Commandments, the Praiſe of which en- 


dureth for ever! 0 the little Envy- 


ings that have been in my Heart at my 
Brethrens greater Proſperity! and my 
| Aptneſs to be angry and peeviſh ; to en- 


tertain Suſpicions eaſily, to make wrong 
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or unkind Interpretations; to aggra- 
vate Offences; and to keep too long a 
Senſe of Injuries! I hate myſelf even 
for theſe Things. O how vile then and 
odious are all thoſe Sins of Injuſtice or 


Har con 2/5 them . 
pots tl may have been guilty *! 


IV. 


Be merciful wits me, O Lord, be 


merciful unto me ; through the Blood 
of that ſpotleſs Lamb, which was ſhed 
for the Sins of the World. Remember 
not againſt me the Vanity of Thoughts, 


the Errors and Miſtakes of my Judg- 


ment, the Pride of my Spirit, the Gree- 
dineſs of my ſenſual Defires, the Vio- 
lence and Diſorder of any of my Paſ- 
ſions, the Unrulineſs of my Tongue, 
the Inconſtancy of my Purpoſes, or the 
Baſeneſs and Unworthineſs of any of 
my Ends and Intentions. O holy God, 
and merciful Father, enter not into 
Judgment with me for the Miſpenſe of 
my precious Time, for letting flip any 
good Opportunities, or for my ill hut- 
banding the many Talents which thou 
haadſt entruſted me withal. Let not the 
| Abuſe 


Unmercifulneſs, of which 


I e e e ee 
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Abuſe. of any of thy Creatures, the ill 
Example that I have given to any of 
my Neighbours, my Unthankfulneſs for 
a World of Mercies, my Non-obſer- 
vance or Forgetfulneſs of thy Fatherly 
Providences, and my Inſenſibleneſs of 
other Maiferies, be charged upon me at 
the Day of our Lord, or incenſe thy ſe- 
vere Diſpleaſure againſt me in this pre- 
ſent Life. O remember not my immo- 
derate Sorrow from worldly Loſſes; my 
exceſſive Pleaſure in the Abundance of 
any worldly Enjoyments ; the Deadneſs 
of my Grief, and the Scarcity of my 
Tears, for my own Sins, and the Sins 
of others; and the Heartleſneſs of my 
Joys in thee, and in thy Son Chriſt; 
and for all the Good thou haſt done to 
me and to my Brethren, or which they 
do for thy Honour, and the Comfort gf 
thy People. Let not any Diſcontent 
with my Condition, provoke thee to 
make it worſe ; nor my want of Love 
to thee, deprive me of the Love of 
others; nor the Breach of any of my 
Reſolutions, be puniſhed with an In- 
differency and Carleſneſs of Spirit; nor 
the Abuſe of any of thy Bleſſings, or 


Un- 


e A nher in Lent, 


Unthankfulneſs for them, move thine 


offended Goodneſs to trip me naked of 
them, 


| * 


But, gracious Lord, ſo pardon me, 
as to give me the Grace of thy holy 
Spirit, to change and renew me rouge. 
out, in Spirit, Soul- and Body, and to 
enable me daily to amend my Life ac- 


cording to thy holy Word; that's the 


hearty Deſire and Purpoſe of my Soul, 


which longs for nothing more than a. 


| Power from above, to poſſeſs me with 


more ſteady and affectionate Thoughts 


of thee, and to fill me with a more 
enflamed Love to thee, and to all m 


Brethren; and to diſpoſe my Will to 


_ reſign itſelf in all things to thee, and 
chearfully to comply with thy Proviz 
dence, and zealouſly to employ all 
holy Opportunities of doing or receiving 
Good: O God, deny me not this great 
Grace, though unworthy of the leaſt ; 


but ſtrengthen me with Might by thy 


Spirit in the inner Man. Let it teach 


and direct me in the right Way; 
let it aſſiſt me to walk in it; let it 


CO- 
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conſtantly encourage my Progrefs, chear- 
ing and refreſhing me when I am ready 
to faint, upholding me when I am 
ready to fall, recovering me when I 
ſlip, enabling me with fervent Deſires 
to implore thy Mercy, and with re- 
ſolved Watchfulneſs to ſtrengthen my- 
ſelf from all Temptations for the Time 
to come, 7 


VI. 

Preſerve in me ſuch a ſerious and 
deep ſenſe of the Worth of my Soul, of 
the Weight of all Eternity, of the Cer- 
tainty and Greatneſs of the Glory which 
ſhall be revealed, that they may pre- 
vail more with me than all the Honour, 
and Riches, and Pleaſures of this Life. 
Prepoſſeſs me with a clear Underſtand- 
ing of the Goſpel of our Saviour, with 
a ſtrong Faith, a fervent Charity, and 
a lively Hope, againſt all other things 

that preſs upon me, and ſolicit my Af- 

fections; that ſo nothing may find Ad- 
mittance into my Heart, but what ſhall 
ſubmit to thy Laws, and live under 
the Government and Diſcipline of our 
Lord Jeſus, Inſtruct me how to make 

5 all 
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all my Pleaſures diſcreet, moderate and: 
uſeful to me; that they may never. 


take up the beſt of my Time, nor de- 


vour the Strength of my Mind. Teach 


me to uſe the Riches of this World 


aright, and to do good to myſelf and 
others, with them. Diſpoſe me to look 
upon Greatneſs or Honours, but as great- 
er Opportunities to do thee more Ho-- 
nour, and the World more Service. 


Moderate all my Paſſions, and ſubdue 
them perfectly to the Obedience of Rea- 
ſon and Religion, O that all my Con- 


verſation with others may be innocent 


and profitable; and my private Retire- 
ments more devout and heavenly; and 
all my Employments without inordi- 


nate Cares and Fears, or any Diſtruſt of 
thy good Providence, Help me to look 


upon long Life as deſireable, only that I 
may have more Time to root out per- 


fectly all evil Habits and Diſpoſitions; 
to implant and encreaſe all divine Vir- 


tues, and to do the more Good; that I 
may be better fitted for an happy Life, 
World without End, Amen, 5 
Our Father, &c. 


* 
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A Prayer in Time of Plague. 
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The fame Prayer may be uſed in Time 
of any public Calamity ; and fome of 
theſe following Prayers added, as there 
ſhall be Occaſion. | 


Reat and many, O Lord, are the 
Sins whereby we have provoked 
| thee in theſe Kingdoms, to ſend all thy 

ſore Judgments upon us, the Sword, the 
Famine, and the Peſtilence, to cut off from 
them Man and Beaſt, It is only of thy 
infinite Mercies, that we are not ut- 
terly conſumed, and becauſe thy Com 
paſſions fail not. Bleſſed be thy Good 
neſs, that we are not yet delivered into 
the Hand of thoſe that hate us; but 
only corrected by thy own Hand, who 
art the Father of Mercies: To them 
we flee now in our great Diſtreſs, and 
beſeech thee, that thou wilt not ſhut 
up the Bowels of thy tender Mercy and 
Compaſſion towards us in Diſpleaſure; 
but puniſh us, that thou mayeſt par- 
don us, and amend us, and make us a- 
Og more 
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more devout, ſober, righteous, and cha- 
ritable People, zealous of good Works. 
Say to thy deſtroying Angel, Hold thy 
Hand; it is enough. 

Or if thou art pleaſed to have it ill 
ſtretched out againſt us, give Grace to 
us who are yet in Health to ſpend our 
Time in examining our Hearts and 
Lives; in bewailing our Offences; in 
ſettling our Purpoſes of Repentance and 
new Obedience; in inuring ourſelves to 
delight in Prayer and holy Meditation ; 
in giving Thanks to thee for thy merci- 
ful Preſervation. of us; in preparing our-,_ . 
ſelves for whatſoever Change thou art% -y; 


pleaſed to make in our Condition; and in 


doing Good, with compaſſionate Hearts, 
to thoſe poor People that lie under thy 
heavy Viſitation. And graciouſly vouch- 
ſafe to beſtow upon them entire Patience 
and Submiſſion to thy Will; and enable 
them with unfeigned Repentance, and. 
humble Hope in thy Mercy, to reſign them- 
ſelves and theirs into thy Hands; that how- 
ſoever thou ſhalt diſpoſe of any of us, liy- 
ing or dying, we may be the Lord's. 
Lord have Mercy upon us all, for Je- 
Hs Chrift bis fake. Amen.” 


2 


1 by the Sword, which is unſheathed, as a 
"| fooliſh Peop le that have not RP 
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In Time of War. 
God, who haſt juſtly puniſhed our 


carnal Security, and abuſe of that 
Peace and Quietneſs which we have en- 
joyed, by making us hear the Sound of 
the Trumpet, and the Alarm of the War ; 


be merciful unto us, I moſt humbly be- 


ſeech thee, and awaken every one of our 
Souls thereby, to ſearch and try our 
Ways, and to turn unto thee by a time 


ly Repentance and Amendment of our 


L780 though we deſerve to be cut off 


RNoWN Hs fottiſh Children Mae. . 
that have no Underſtanding ; 
who are wiſe to do evil, but 
to do good have no Knowledge ; yet 
ſhare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People, 
and give not thy Heritage to Reproach. 
O thou God of Peace, who didſt 
ſend thy own Son among thine Ene- 
mies, to make a Reconciliation between 
loft Men and thyſelf, inſpire our Hearts, 


Joel ii. 17. 


and the Hearts f all thoſe with whom. 
we are at Difference, with a Love of. 


Peace; 


452 In Time of Mar. 


Peace; and incline us to hearken and 


conſent to reaſonable Terms of Recon- 
ciliation: And for that End, root out 
of every one of our Minds and Hearts 
all Pride and Ambition; all inordinate 


Deſire of Greatneſs and Dominion; all 


Covetuouſneſs and Greedineſs of Wealth, 
all falſe Opinions, Prejudices, and Miſ- 
apprehenſions; all Anger, Paſſion, and 


cauſeleſs Jealouſies; and eſpecially all 


Study of Revenge; all Rancour and Bit- 
terneſs; all Hatred and Malice; with. 


Whatſocver elſe is contrary to the Do- 


ctrine and Spirit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 3 

Poſſeſs us with a Spirit of Truth, and 
Love, and Brotherly Affection: Make 
us Tender-hearted, and to have Com- 
paſſion one towards another; to ſtudy 
to be Peace-makers; to pray for Peace; 
to ſeek thoſe things which will make for 
Peace; and not only to ſeek after it, 


but to purſue it to the utmoſt of our 
Power. Direct to thoſe Expedients which 
will happily unite, and tie us faſt toge- 


ther. Or if theſe miſerable Differences 
continue, and cannot otherwiſe be com- 
poſed, go forth, O Lord, with our 
. | | Hoſts 5 
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In Time of Scarcity, 4.5% 
Hoſts ; give Wiſdom and Valour to our 
Leaders; Reſolution and undaunted Cou- 
rage to our Soldiers; and good Succeſs 
to all thoſe Enterprizes which are under- 
taken for the common Good and Safety 
of theſe Kingdoms. O God, Jet us fall 
into thy Hands, for thy Mercies are 
great; but not into the Hands of Men, 


when they are wrathfully diſpleaſed at 
us, And if thou art pleaſed to crown 


us with Victory, give us Grace to uſe it 
with Moderation, Juſtice and Charity. 
O that we may overcome likewiſe all 
Temptations to bold and preſumptuous 
Continuance in our Sins againſt thee ; 
and be ſubdued by thy Favour towards 
us, to a ſerious Study and Care, how to 
lead a peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and 
 Honeſly ; for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, the 


Prince of Peace, whoſe Grace be with 
ws all, Amen, 


— 


. 


In Time of Scarcity. 


God, who turneſi a fruitful Land 
into Barrenneſi, for the Wickedneſs of 
them that dwell therein, pour down upon 


the 


4 54. in Time of SCArcity. 


the ſinful Inhabitants of theſe Iſlands, a 


fer:ous Senſe of their own Undeſervings, 
and of thy righteous Judgments, which 


thou haſt ſent upon them; that they 


may humble themſelves before thee, and 
repent of their Wantonneſs and Riot; 
of their feaſting - themſelves without 
Fear, and hardning their Hearts againſt 
the Cries of the Poor; of their Diſ- 
content and repining in the midſt of 
Plenty, and their loathing the divine 
Food of their Souls, which thou haſt 
juſtly puniſhed with Scarcity of Bread in 


A 3 
Make us aſhamed, O Lord, and 


heartily ſorry for theſe and all other 
our Offences againſt thy Divine Majeſty; 
and as an Earneſt of a better Obedi- 
ence for the Time to come, diſpoſe the 
Hearts of - thoſe. who are afflicted, to 
ſubmit with Meekneſs to thy Puniſh- 
ment; and preſerve them from all 
Murmuring at thy wife * Providence. 
Open the Hearts likewiſe of thoſe who 


are Rich, to ſhew Mercy to them, and 


comfort them in their Miſeries. The 
greater Store of Proviſion any, have 


ucaſured up againſt this Time of Want, 


incline 
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| Incline them ſo much the more to con- 
ſider the Poor and Needy, and fear 
to oppreſs them. Enlarge their Hearts 


in wore abundant Charity; by the Ad- 


vantage they make of this preſent Scar- 


city; and when thou ſhalt have turned 
it into Plenty again, Lord, make us all 


truly thankful, and ſoberly to uſe thy 
leſſings, and to bring forth plentifully 
the Fruit of good Living, to the Hagour 


and Praiſe of thy Name, and the eter- 
nal Happineſs of our Souls and Bodies, 
in that World where there is no Want, 
but Fulneſs of Joy for evermore. = 


men. 


*. EEE TE. INN 
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AP rayer proper for Ecaber-Week. 


God, the Father of Lights, from 
whom cometh down every good, and 


every perfect gift, J am ſenſible of thy 
great Grace, in ordaining a Succeſſion 


of Men to bleſs in thy Name, and to 


inſtruct us in our Duty; J am ſenſible 


of what Moment it is, that they ſhould | 


be wiſe and good themſelves, who are 


to teach Wiſdom, ad recommend 
5 - | ONT Good- 


= — — — 
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Goodneſs and Virtue to thy People; 


and therefore I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee, to inſpire the Biſhops and Paſtors of 
thy Flock with the Spirit of Wiſdom and 


Diſcerning, to make Choice of ſuch only 
to be Stewards of the heavenly Myſte- 


ries, as truſt they are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them the Of 


Ace of ſerving in the ſacred Miniſtry of thy 


Church. 


And inſpire likewiſe all thoſe who 


ſhall be admitted to that Service with a 


great Zeal for thy Glory, and for the 
Honour of our Saviour, and for the Sal- 
vation of his People: Repleniſh them fo 
abundantly with the Knowledge of thy 
Will in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Under- 


ſtanding, that they may be apt to teach, 
ſkilfully divide the Word of Truth, right- 
ly and duly adminiſter thy holy Sacra- 


ments, catechiſe and inſtrut the igno- 
rant, exhort and convince Gain- ſayers, 


ſatisfy thoſe that are in Doubt, confirm 


thoſe that are well reſolved, comfort thoſe 
that mourn, abſolve the Penitent, and 


convey Bleſſings to all thoſe who are com- 7 


mitted to their Charge, 


KR a. HAT MC en. eres ˙ot ͤd'ʃʃ 


And 
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And hear, I beſeech thee, the Prayers 
of thy whole Church, which are now 
devoutly offered to thee; and ſtir up all 
the Faithful to ſend up ardent Supplicati- 
ens, that thoſe whom our ſpiritual Fa- 
thers now ſeparate to an holy Office be- 
ing the Children of Faſtings and Prayers, 
may be the more laborious and ſucceſsful 
in the work of our Lord, and prove emi- 
nent Inſtruments of enlarging his King- 
dom here on-Earth, and thereby of bring- 
ing many Souls to his Kingdom in Hea- 
ven; for which I moſt humbly beſeech 
thee to fit and prepare us all by the Mi- 
niſtry of thy faithful Servants every where, 
for the ſake of our great High- Prieſt, 
Chriſt Jeſus ; to whom, &c. Amen, 
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A Thankſgiving for any public or Private 


Mercies. 


God maſt high, and bleſſed for 


evermore, who haſt beſtowed up- 


on us the Happineſs to know and under- 


ſtand thee, that thou art the Lord of all, 
and that thou exerciſeſt loving Kindneſs, 
Judgment and Righteouſneſs 


Jer. ix. 24. in the Earth, and that thou 


haſt ſaid, In theſe things thou delight- 


eſt. Thou art to be worſhipped and 
adored with my continual Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings, who am here proſtrated 
before the Throne of thy Grace, oppreſ- 
ſed with the great Load of thy Mercies 
and Benefits, which call upon all that is 
within me to bleſs thy holy Name, I 
have often acknowledged that thou art 
the Author of my Being; and that it is 
thy Favour which hath made my Life 
not to be a Burthen to me, as it might 


have been by innumerable Miſeries. And 


now I heartily renew thoſe Acknowledg- 


. ments, and thank thy great Goodneſs for 


my long continued Health, Eaſe, Peace 


and Plenty; ; or that thou haſt mercifully 


relieved 
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relieved and ſupported me in any Sick- 
neſs, Pain, Trouble, or Loſs of worldly 
Goods that hath befallen me; particularly 

I thank thee for thy late Bleſſings which 
thou haſt conferred upon me, Pnotwith- 
ſtanding my Undeſervings, and high Pro- 
vocations, which I have any way given 


thy Divine Majeſty to 888 me of all 
good Things. 


Here mention the r in which 
you are privately concerned; and if it 


be the public Mercy of ceaſing a great 
Contagion, proceed thus e] 


Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs, which hath 
preſerved ſo many of us alive in the 
Midſt of a great Mortality - and hath re- 
ſtored Health again into the Habitations 
of our Neighbours. Blefled be thy ſpa- 
ring Mercy which hath del:vered us from 
the noiſom Peſiilence; and 5 

hen a Thouſand fell at our ee Fs 

Side, and Ten Thouſand at our Right Hand, 
aid not ſuffer it to come nigh our Duel. 
ling. Thou haſt been our Refuge, and our 


Fortreſs, our God, in ; whom wwe ought to 
try for ever. 


X 2 [After 
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{After a War is ended, ſome ſuch Words 
as theſe may be added. ] 


Tf it had not been the Lord who was 
- on our Side, may we all well 
3 "gp '” ſay, if it had not been the 
Lord who was on our Side 
Ixv. 7. when Men roſe up againſt 
xxix. ut, g; then they had N 
ed us up Ty when their 
Wrath was kindled againſt us. Bleſſed be 
the Lord, who hath not given us as a Pre 
70 their Teeth, Pleſſed be the Lord, 20h 
hath cauſed N. ars to ceaſe, and made our 
Enemies to be at Peace with us. It is The 
Lord that ftilleth the Noiſe of the Seas, the 
Noiſe of their Waves, and the J. umult of 
the People. The Lord giveth Strength to 
bis People: The Lord bleſſeth bis People 


with Peace, 


| [When Plenty is ard fay,] 


Thou haſt vifited the Earth, and bleſſed 
| ; thou haſt made it very 
# 1 ber Js lentebus. Thou haſt crowned 
chi. 18. he Tear with thy Goodneſs, 

and the Clouds have dropt Fat- 


refs. 
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ung. Thou haſt bleſſed our 3 
Hroviſion abundantly, and ſa- * 
trsficd our Poor again with joel ii. 23. 
Bread. Bleſſed be the Lord, 

Who cauſed the former and latter Rain to 
come down for us in their Seaſon, and filled 
us with the fines" of the Whent. We eat 
in Plenty, and are ſatisfied : Praiſed be 


the Name of the Lord our God, that halb 
dealt wonderoufly with us, 


But above all, thy great and glorious 
Name 1s to be praiſed, for thine incom- 
prehenſible Mercy in thy Son Chriſt, 
whom thou haſt ſent unto us with bet- - 
ter Bleſſings, to be the Mediator of our 
Peace with thee; to heal all the Diſeaſes 

of our ſinful Natures, and to deliver us 
from the Power of: Satan, and of Hell 
and Death, and to reſtore us to an im- 
mortal Life. Thanks be to thine infinite 
Goodneſs, which hath taught us by him 
the Way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
and made him an Offering for our Sins; 
and raifed him from the Dead, to the 
Throne of Glory in the Heavens ; and- 
{ent from thence the holy Spirit, to en- 
lighten our Minds with the whole Know- 


* ledge 
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ledge of thy Will, and to. ſhed abroad 
thy oreat Love in our Hearts, and to be 
the Earneſt of an heavenly Inheritance, 
together with our bleſſed Lord, who is 
Heir of all Things, having the Hoſts of 

Angels ſubje& unto him, whom he hath 
appointed (bleſſed be thy Name) for the 
Guard and Defence, the Succour and Help 
of all his faithful Servants. 

I thank thee, O Lord, that thou haſt 
pardoned ſo many Offences, and fo gra- 
ciouſly importuned me to return to my 
Duty; and afforded ſo long Time and 

Space of Repentance; and waited ſo 
patiently for my Amendment; and con- 
tinued to me conſtantly, as I muſt again 
confeſs, ſo many Bleflings which I have 
abuſed, or reſtored them to me after a 
ſhort Correction of my Faults, I can- 
not with for any other Happineſs, but 
only for an Heart gratefully to receive 
thy Love, and to delight to meditate. 
continually on thy tender Mercies ; that 
ſo I may love thee more, and thank and 
ſerve thee better the reſt of my Days, 


and live in good Hope to paſs from all 


this Happineſs here to eternal Bliſs: 
And this Grace thou haſt likewiſe pro- 
miſcd 
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miſed to beſtow upon me; yea, I feel 
the Motions of thy Holy Spirit in my 
Heart, exciting in me a Senſe of thy Good 
neis, and provoking me to Love and to 
good Works. 

O my Soul, never forget the Loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord: Let his Name be 
daily bleſſed and praiſed with a joyfal 
Heart; for his Goodneſs en- 
adureth continually v. To him | 
I ought to live, and not unto myſelf; 
for he is my Creator, and Saviour, and 
Comforter, who daily loaded me with 
his Benehts ; therefore I ought. to glo- 
rity him, both with my Body, and with 
my Spirit; which are his. Accept, good 
Lord, of the unfeigned Deſires and Pur- 
poſes which thou feeſt in my Heart, in 
all Things to be conformed to thy Will. 
And accordingly aſſiſt me always with 
the renewed Influences of thy heavenly 
Grace, that I may grow in ſpiritual Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge of my Duty; and 
that I may heartily love it, and faithful- 
ly remember it, and give all Diligence to 
perform it, netwithſtanding any Difficul- 
ties that I meet-withal to oppoſe it. 


Pial:; lu. x; 


| 4 Enable 
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Enable me to maintain a conſtant. 
Senſe of thy Divine preſence, to reve=-- 
rence thy Holy Name and Word, and to 

walk before thee in all Humility, Thank- 
„ ulhels, Patience, Heavenly-mindednefs, 

and Conteittedneſs of Spirit, And help 
me likewiſe to exerciſe all Juſtice, Charlie 
„ Meeknels, and Forgiveneſs towards all 
Men; and to live in a ſober, chaſte and 
moderate Uſe of all the good Things of 
this World. Let thy Fear always cub 
the Diſorders of my Paſſions, and thy 
Love be a Spur to my Endeavours : and 
the Example of the Lord Jeſus, and all 
the Saints, provoke me to Zeal and Fer- 
vency of Spirit, and the Hope of eternal 
Bliſs : Strengthen, encourage, and make 
me conſtant in in all the Troubles and 
_ Hardſhips of this Life; that perſevering 
in Well-doing, I may finiſh my Courſe 
with Joy, and win the Crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs, which he hath promiſed to all 
the Faithful. Amen, Amen. 


Sſiſt me mercifully, O Lord, 
theſe my Supplications and og 
ers, and diſpole the Way of thy Ser- 
vant towards the Attainment of ever- 
laſting 
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laſting Salvation; that among all 
Changes and Chances of this mortal Lic, 
1 may ever be defended by thy molt gra- 

cious and ready Help, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


A ſhort Prayer for a Student. 


| Hare up unto thee, on Lord, from 
whom cometh every good and her- 
fect Gift, beſeeching thee to direct, aſ- 
nit, and bleſs all the Labours of my 
Mind; illuminate my Underſtanding, 0 
Father of Lights, and lead me unto right 
Apprehenſions of all Things. Enduc 
me with that Humility and Soberneſs of 
Mind which thou delighteſt to reward 
with more of thy Gifts and Graces. 
Beſtow upon me a diſcerning Spirit, a 
ſound Judgment, and an honeſt and 
ood Heart, fincerely diſpoſed to em- 
ploy all the Talents which thou haſt, or 
ſhalt intruſt me withal, to thy Honour 
and Glory, and to the Good of Man- 


kind, 
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For which End, I beſeech thee to ex- 


cite my Thirſt after uſeful, rather than 


much Knowledge; and eſpecially en- 
rich me with the Treaſures of that in- 


ſpired Wiſdom contained in thy holy 


Scriptures, which are able to make me 
wiſe unto Salvation; that growing in 
Underſtanding and Goodneſs as I grow 
in Years, my Profiting may be apparent 
unto all Men, and I may give a com- 


fortable Account of my Time to thee, 


my God, at the Day of the Lord Jeſs 
Amen. 


A Prayer that may be uſed any Time of the 
Day, when a Perſon hath Leiſure to 


retire, 


Lord, the great Creator and Go- 


vernor of all Things, I proſtate 


myſelf before thee, in the humbleft Ado- 
ration of thy incomprehenſible Majeſty, 


acknowledging that 1 depend entirely up- 


on tace ; praiſing and magnifying thy 
1220ll olorious Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
nels, 


f 
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neſs, which are conſpicuous every where; 
and rendering unto thee my moſt hearty 
Thanks for all the Benefits which thou 
haſt ſo freely and undeſervedly confer- 
red on me. Thou art bountiful to the 
whole World; all thy Works praiſe thee; 
and we the Children of Men ought more 
particularly to bleſs thee, and ſpeak good 
of thy Name, who have received ſingu- 
lar Marks and Tokens of thy Favour and 

Grace, above all the reſt of our Fellow- 
Creatures; Thou haſt made us after thine 
oven Image, and endued us with reaſon- 
able and immortal Spirits; and given us 
a Capacity to reflect on thee, the Author 
of our Being, and to be like unto thee 
in Wiſdom, Holineſs, Goodneſs and 
Truth, But above all, I ought to re- 
member continually that great Demon- 
tration of thy Love, in ſending thy dear 
gon to live among us, to die for us, and 
to give us an aſſured Hope of immortal 
Lie: > = OT 

I love thee, O Lord; I renew the 
24 Oblation which I have often made of 
my Soul and Body to thee; I wait up- 
on thee ſtill for what thou ſeeſt good 

{or both; I hope in thy everlaſting Mer- 
7 


- 
f 
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cies, that thou wilt pardon all my For- 
getfulneſs of thee, and Ingratitude unto 
thee; and I molt earneſtly implore the 


Grace of thy Holy Spirit, to preſerve in 
my Mind a powerful Senſe of thee, an 
ardent Love to thee, and an holy Care 
to pleaſe and obcy thee in all Things ; 
that the very ſame Mind and Spirit may 


be in me, which was in Chriſt Jeſus our 


Lord; the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under 


ſtanding, and the Fear of thee ; the Spi- | 


rit of Meeknets, Humility, Purity and 


Charity ; andushat I may do thy Will 
with ſuch Chearfulneſs, Zeal, Conſtan- 


cy, Patience, and Perſeverance, as he 
did, 


I thank thee, O Lord, for all Helps 


and Alliftances of that good Spirit 
which thou haſt already favoured me 


withal, That thou haſt fo frequently 


made good Motions to my Soul; inſpired. 


me. with holy Thoughts, and devout 
Affections; and inclined and diſpoſed my 
Will many ways to the Choice of that 


12 which is good. I thank thee for the 


many ſeaſonable Admonitions which thou 


haſt given me, for the happy Opportu- 


nities which have been afforded me for 


Wiſdom 
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_ Wiſdom and Virtue; for a good Educa- 
tion, pious Examples, faithful Friends, 
and all other Furtherances in the Way of 

Salvation. 

I remember likewiſe, with my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments, what abun- 
dance of good Things thou haſt beſtow- 
ed on me, from Time to Time, for my 
better Accomodation in this preſent Life. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for my continued 
Health, and Food, and Raiment. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy Name, that my Bones are not 
broken; that I am not groaning under 
the foreſt Pains; that 1 dwell in Safety 
Night and Day; and that I ſtill fee my 
Friends and Acquaintance, and many other 
Comforts round about me. 

I thank thee, O Lord, for theſe and 
all Bleſſings whatſoever that thou haſt 
conveyed to me by the Miniſtry of thy 3 
holy Angels, unto whom thou haſt given 
ne Charge of me. O bleſs the Lord, 

ether with me, ye his Angels which 
7215 in Strength, that db bis Command: 
ments, hearkning to the Voice of his 
Word. And enable me every Day, I 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, O Father of 
Mercies, to bleſs thee better, with a purer 

| Heart, 
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Heart, and a more lively Senſe of all 
thy Love, and a greater Delight in thy 
divine Service, and a For wardneſs to every 
good Work. 

And as thou haſt preſerved me hither- 
to this Day, ſo bleſs me the remaining 
Part of it; that endeavouring ſincerely in 
all my Deſigns, Words, Deſires and 
Actions, to approve myſelf to thee, as - 
thy good and faithful Servant, I may, 
with a good Conſcience, preſent myſelf 
before thee in the Conclofion of it; and 
with the greater Confidence of thy oraci- 
ous Acceptance, renew my Praiſes and 


Acknowiedgments, and commend myſelf 
to thy Blefling, and hope for the conti- 
nued Protection of thy holy Angels, through 


Chriit Jeſus; to whom be Glory for e ever. 
Amen. 


A frorter 


any Time of the Day. r 


A ſtorter to the ſame Purpoſe. 


" Proſtrate myſelf before thee, O Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, in all Humi- 
lity of Soul and Body. 1 acknowledge 
my Dependence upon thee, and thy con- 
ſtant Care and Providence over me ever 
fince I was born ; particularly this Day, 
in keeping me hicherto from many Dan- 
gers, and providing for me many good 
Things, as well for the Comfort and Plea- 
ſure, as for the neceſſary Support of this 
preſent Life; eſpecially I thank thee for 
thy exceeding great Love in the Lord 
Jeſus, through whom thou haſt given me 
good Hope of better Enjoyments in the 
Life to come, by following that blefſed | 
Example which he hath ſet us, of all 
Well-doing, and contented Suffering. 

It is moſt reaſonable, O Lord, that I 
ſhould love thee, and entirely traſt in thee, 


| and moſt willingly ſerve and obey thee , 
accordingly I here again dedicate yl, 


both Soul and Body, to thee ; I vow m- 


| ſelf ever to thy Service; I hope till in 


thy great Mercies, which have been ſo 
| tender, 
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tender, and ſo abundant towards me; I 


depend upon thee for what thou ſeeſt 


to be profitable for me; I refer myſelf 
abſolutely to thy wiſe Will, reſolving to 


reſt contented and ſatisfied in that Condi- 
tion wherein thou Iplaceſt me. I believe 
thou ordereſt all Things in Heaven and 
in Earth, and takeſt the greateſt Care of 
thoſe that wait upon thee, and commit 
themſelves unto thee, as I now do, in 


Confidence of thy Goodneſs, and Sub- 


miſſion. to thy Pleaſure ; eſpecially I rely 


upon thee, for thy holy Spirit, to pre- 


ſerve in me theſe holy Purpoſes; and in- 


ſpire me continually with good Thoughts, 
and ſtir up in me heavenly Affections, 
and increaſe and ſtrengthen my Faith 
and Hope in thee, and aſſiſt my Endea- 
vours to do according to my pious Re- 
ſolutions. 


Bleſſed be thy great Goodneſs for what 


I have felt already; I thank thee for thy 


many Illuminations from above; for thy 
Grace ſo early preventing me; for the 


Aſſiſtance and Furtherance thou haſt 
given me; and the happy Opportunites 
| haye met withal of i improving myſelf 
in true Wiſdom and Goodneſs, It is the 
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any Time of the Day, a3 
earneſt Deſire of my Soul to grow more 
in both, and to be made perfectly like 
to my bleſſed Lord and Saviour; by 
whom all Honour and Glory be given to 


thee, O Father Almighty, World without 
End. 


r 
—— 


A Grace before Meat. 


E acknowledge thy Geodueſe, 0 
Lord, in making this [plentiful] 
Reni for us: Pardon our Ingra- 
titude] for thy. former Mercies; and bleſs 
us with ſuch a diſtreet and thankful. 


Uſe of theſe thy good Creatures, that 


they may not hinder us in our Duty, but- 


better diſpoſe us to do thee all faithful 


Service in our ſeveral Places, through. 


aur Lord and Saviour Yeſus . Giri. 
Amen, 


Or this. 


E look up unto 155 0. Lind: rc 
giveſt us Life and Breath, and all 
Things; beſeeching thee to forgive us all 
our Lins, and to make Us ſuch thankful 
Partakers 
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Partakers of theſe thy goed Creatures, 


that by a moderate Uſe F them, cur Bo- 
dies may be refre bed, and dads more 


2 10 accompany our Souls in hearty 


Endeavours to do thee faithful Ser- 
vice, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen, 


Or this. 


E renew our thankful Achnowolede= 
ments unto thee, O Lord, for mak-- 
ing again this merciful Provifion for 


ws, ho are unworthy of the leaſt of thy 


Favours; ; add thy e Pardon like-- 
wiſe, and bleſs the ſober Uſe of theſe 


thy Creatures, to the Strengthning of our 
frail Bodies: And endue our Souls with 
the Grace of thy holy Spirit, that we 
may return back unto thee the Strength 


we receive from them in Well- doing, 
and it may be as delightful as cur Meat 


and Drink, to do the Will of thee our 


heavenly Father, 1 — Jeſus Chriſt, 


&c, Amen. 


After 


ERACES ©. 


After Meat. 


E return wito thee, O Lord, our 

hearty Thanks for theſe and all 
ether the like Mercies beſtowed upon us 
ever ſince we had a Being; eſpecially 
for the Promiſes thou haſt given us of 
eternal Life, by thy Son Chriſt, Ena- 
ble us, wwe beſeech thee, to continue ſo 
patiently in all good Works, that at laſt we 
may attain it; and bleſs. thine univerſal 
Church, theſe Realms, the King, and all tbe 
Royal Family ; ; and grant us thy Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace, through Chriſt Jeſus. 


Amen, 
Or this. 


Braid be thy Name, O Lord, for 
our ee, Healtb, and Food, and 
Raiment, and Friends, and all 2 
good Things, whereby thou maintaineſt 
_ tbe Comfort of this preſent Life, Above 
all, we thank thee for thy Love in Chri/t 
Jeſus, and the Hope thou haſt given us 
% him, of better Things in another 
World; unto: which We befeech thee 2 
bring | 
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bring us by hearty Obedience to thee all 
our Days. Save thine unverſal Church, 


Or this. 


72 thank thee,. O Tod. lat we are 
alive, and that we live in Health: 


and Peace, "ad the Enjoyment of all good 


 Things- that are needful jor the. Support of- 
this preſent Life, and for the Attainment of. 
4 better, Continue them, we: pray thee, 


unto us, and continue in us ſuch a thankfuk- 
Senſe of thy Live, that we may live unto, 


thee, by. whom. wwe live. Save thy. uni- 


ver ſal Church, &c. 
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BOOKS Written by the Reve- 
rend Dr. Parkicx, Lord TY 
of Ely. : 


HE Chriſtian's Sacrifice: A Trea- ” 
tiſe ſhewing the Neceſlity, End, | 
and Manner of receiving the Holy Com- 
munion together with ſuitable Prayers and | 
Meditations for every Month in the Year, 
and the principal Feſtivals in Memory of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, In Four Parts, The 
Fourteenth Edition, Corrected, 
The Devout Chriſtian inſtructed how to 
pray and give Thanks to God; or, a Book 
ef Devotions for Families, and particular 
Perſons, in moſt of the Concerns of human 
Life. The Sixteenth Edition in Twelves. 
An Advice to a Friend, The Seventh 
$ Edition, with Additions, in Twelves. 
i Friendly Debate "between a Con- 
formiſt and a N on-conformiſt, in Octayo, 
Two Parts. 
| FYeſus and the Reſurreftio juſtified by 
| Witneſſes in Heaven and in Earth, In 
Two Parts, in Octavo. 
The Glorious Epiphany, with the De- | 
| out Chriſtian” 8 Love to it, in Octavo. _ | 
| 'The 


Books Written by Dr. Patrick. 1 
The Book of Job Par aphra ſed, i il 


Octavo, new. 

The whole Book of Pſalms Para- 
phraſed, in Octavo, Two Volumes. 1 
The Proverbs of Solomon Paraphraſed, 
with Arguments to each Chapter, which 

ſupply the Place of Commenting. 

A Paraphraſe upon the Bock of Ec. 
clefiaſtes, and the Song of Solomon, with 
Arguments to each Chapter, and Anno- 
tations thereupon, in Octavo. 

The Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, | 

in Six Books, written in Latin by Hugo 
Grotius, and now tranſlated into Eng- 

hiſh, with the Addition of a Seventh 

Book, againſt the preſent Roman Church, 


| in Octavo. 
Search the Scriptures: A Treatiſe, ſhew- P 
ing that all Chriſtians ought to read the ] 


holy Books; with Directions to them 
therein. In Three Parts. 
A Diſcourſe concerning Prayer, eſpe- 
cially of frequenting the Daily Public 
Prayers, In Two Parts, 13 
A Book for Beginners; or, a Help to 
young Communicants, that they may be 
fitted for the Holy Communion, and re- 
_ ceive it with Profit, ; 


= 
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Books Written by Dr. Goodman. 

A Treatiſe of the Neceſſity and Fre- 
quency of Receiving the Holy Commu- 
nion; with a Reſolution of Doubts about 
it, in Three Diſcourſes, begun upon Mit- 

7 Sunday, in the Cathedral Church of Pe- 
terborough, 1684, to preſs the Obſervati- 
on of the fourth Rubric after the Commu- 
nion- office. In Twelves. 
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BOOKS Written by the Reverend J 
GooDMAN, D. D. 


H E Penitent Pardoned ; or, a Diſ- 
courſe of the Nature of Sin, and 
the Efficacy of Repentance, under the 
Parable of the Prodigal Son. The Se- 
venth Edition, Correctet. 
Winter-Evening Conference. In Three 
Parts. The Tenth Edition, Corrected. 
The Old Religion demonſtrated in its 
Principles, and deſcribed in the Life and 
Practice thereof. 
A A ſerious and compaſſionate Enquiry in- 
- Re Cauſes of the preſent Neglect and 


Con- 


Books Written by Dr. Taylor. 
Contempt of the Proteſtant. Religion, and 
Church of England, with ſeveral ſeaſonable 
Conſiderations offered to all Engh/h Protel- 
tants, tending to pes them to, a Com- 
| pliance with, an 
gion and Government of this Church, as it 
is eſtabliſhed- by. the Laws of the Kingdom, 
Sermons on ary Wenne 


— 
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20 0 K 5 Written the 3 Je k. 
„ EAY LOR. 22; ---: 
HE Rules and Exerciſes of Holy Liv- 


Conformity to the Reli- 


ing; in which are deſcribed the Means 


and Inſtruments of obtaining every Virtue, 
and the Remedies againſt every Vice; and 


Conſiderations, ſerving to the Reſiſting all 
Temptations; together with Prayers, con- 


taining the whole Duty of a Chriſtian, and 
the Parts of Devotion, fitted to all Occaſi- 
ons, and furniſhed for all Neceſſities. The 
Twenty firſt e,, 

The Golden Grove. A Choice Manual, 
containing what is believed, practiſed and 
deſired, or prayed for; the Prayers being 
fitted to the ſeveral Days of the Week; alſo 
Feſtival Hymns, according to the Manner 
of the Antient Church. Compoſed for the 
Uſe of the Devout, eſpecially of younger 
Perſons, The Twenty-fourth Edition, 


